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RASH RESOLVE: 
OR, THE 
Untimely Diſcovery. 
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gSHOUGH nothing is more laudabkte 
than a Firmneſs of Reſolution; yet 
there is no one thing more apt to 
bring us into Misfortunes, than too 
= inconſiderately to form them: Who 
ever fixes a Determination to do, or leave un- 
done any Action of Importance, ought to adviſe: 
with .Tune, and deliberately weigh not only all 
apparent Obſtacles, but alſo all that may poſh» 
bly ariſe either to thwart the preſent Intention, or - 
obligate Repentance, if compleated. If the moſt 
lively and penetrating Wit that ever was known, 
a Wiſdom wonderful in Youth, a Depth of Learn- 
ing, which ſcarce any of the Fair could boaſt, 
Vo. IV, A 3 an- 
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an elevated Genius, and Sublimity of Thought, a 
Soul compoſed of Honour, Courage, Gratitude, 
Generoſity, Fortitude, and all thoſe Virtues which 
wear the Name of Manly, joined with Tender- 
neſs, Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, and every Grace 
with which the ſofter Specie attracts and charms, 
could render the Perſon poſſeſs d of them happy, 
the lovely Subje& of the following Sheets had been 
as remarkable for her good Fortune, as the ill 
Influence of her Stars have made her for the 
contrary. 

EMANUELLA, ſo ſhe was call'd, was born in 
Porto-Rico, one of thoſe Iſlands belonging to the 
Spaniſs Weſt-Indies, the Government of which had 

ven to her Father, Don ALvaREz, by his 


moſt Catholick Majeſty. She had the misfortune 


to loſe her Mother very young; but notwithſtand- 
ing that, and the — of being educated 
in a Place which conld boaſt of but little Polite- 
neſs, the Care and Tenderneſs of ALvAREZ, 
whoſe only Child ſhe was, ſufficiently compenſa- 
ted for all other Wants : Perceiving her of an un- 
common Aptitude for Learning, he ſent for the 


beſt Maſters to inſtruct her in the Latin, French, 


and Italian Tongues, in which ſhe became ſo per- 
fe& in a little time, as alſo in Muſick, Dancing, 
Singing and Painting, that it was hard to fay in 
which the moſt excell'd : All the Muſes ! all the 
Virtues! all the Graces ! ſeem'd aſſembled in her 
Soul, and inſpir'd her Converſation with ſuch dif- 


ferent ways of charming, that what kind ſoever 


the Heart was moſt affected with, one might be 
ſure to find it there: As to the Beauties of her Per- 


ſon, tho*' few of the moſt celebrated ones could 


boaſt of more, yet they were ſo far exceeded by 


thoſe of the interior Part, chat I ſhall only ſay, the». 


Brightneſs of her Mind ſhone in her Eyes, enliven'd + 


all her Air, and whether ſhe ſpoke, or look'd, or 
moy'd, an awe-mix'd Sweetneſs ſpread it ſelf a- 
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round her, at once ſurprizing, pleaſing and com- 
manding. : | 

ADorN'D with all theſe ſhining Qualificati- 
ons, tis eaſy to believe how dear ſhe was to her 
Father ; but alas! it was not many years after ſhe 
was capable of knowing how happy ſhe was, be-- 
fore ſhe loſt it, the WD. ALVAREZ died when ſhe 
was about Futeen, and it was from that fatal Mo- 
ment ſne might date the beginning of that Series 
of continued Woe, which to the end of her Life 
attended her ; not but ſhe was left in a Circum- 
ſtance, which, if Wealth could bribe ill Fate, was 
ſufhcient to ſhield her from all the Vexations of 
Life; but where a Perſon is deſtin'd to Misfortunes, . 
that which to otbers would prove a Bleſſing, is to 
them a Curſe ; the Riches ſhe was poſſeſs'd of, 
ſerv d but to attract a Number of pretended Friends, 
but in reality only ſo to themſelves ; and the open, 
noble Frankneſs of her Diſpoſit ion, to lay her liable 
to their Inſinuations. She was ſo entirely free 
from all Deceit and Artifice herſelf, that till a too 
dear Experience convinced her, it was very difficult 
for her to entertain a Belief there was ſuch Baſe- 
neſs in the World. on 

Bu r to go on gradually with the little Hiſt, 

I am about to make: The time of Mourning for- 
ALVAREZ was no ſooner expired, than ſhe began 
to have a paſſionate Deſire to leave the Place. ſhe 
was in ; the Delicacy of her Taſte, joined to the 
Improvements of her Education, made her uneaſy 
to continue where ſhe could find nothing like her- 
ſelf to conyerſe with: beſides, ſhe had many Re- 
lations at Madrid, and did not doubt but in ſo po- 
pulous a City, ſhe ſhould meet with Entertainments 
ſuitable to her Genius. But how great was her 
Vexation, when having prepared every thing for 
her Departure, ſne met with an Obſtacle entirely 
unforeſeen ? Don PEDRO, who by her Father's 
Will, and her own Conſent, was made her Guar- 
A 4 | ia 
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dian, having the vaſt Fortune left her in his Poſ- 
ſeſſion, could not think of parting with it ſo ealily ; 
he had a Son, whom ever ſince the Death of A r- 
VAREZ7, he had been caſting about how to ingra- 
tiate to the AﬀeRions of this young Heireſs : He 
had indeed never hinted any ſuch matter to her as 
yet; nor had the intended Lover made the leaſt 
Declaration of a Paſſion, but it was only becauſe 
the one thought it early enough, and that there be- 
ing none of a ſuperior Fortune in the Place, there 
was little danger of the Offer being refuſed when- 
ever it ſhould be made; and the Silence of the 
other proceeded from a juſt Senſibility of his own 
Demerits, and a true Reſpe& for the - engaging 
EMANUELLA: for he had ſo little to recommen 

him in his Perſon, that had his Soul been polleſs'd 
of no greater Beauties, he would have been but 
little regarded by all that knew him. His Stature 
was very diminutive, his Limbs unhappily fram'd, 
his Face caſt in a Meuld fo rough, whoever look d 
on it, would have believed that Nature was abſent 
at his Formation, and left the Work to Chance; 
his very Voice was diſagreeable, and his heſitating 
Accents diſgrac'd the Meaning he endeayour'd -; to 
expreſs, But in this unlovely Out- ſide, there was 
a Jewel lock'd, whoſe Worth made full amends 
for all his other Wants: He had excellent Sence, 
Honour, Good-Nature, Generoſity, and a thou- 
fand other Virtues, better deſcribed by his own 
Actions, than by the Pen of any Writer; but had 
he been polleſs'd of more good Quolities than ever 
Man pretended to, it could not be expected, that 
with. theſe interior Charms alone, a Lady fo young. 
and beautiful, as EMANUELLA, could be influ- 
enced. She was indeed too good a Judge of Wit 

herſelf, not to admire it in another; ſhe acknow- 
4 Don Marco's, (for that was his Name) 


ani would often, notwithſtanding the Misfortune 
& his ill manner of Delivery, take Pleaſure in 


hearing 
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hearing his Notions of things. She approv'd of his 
Converſation, and had-a very great Friendſhip: for 
him, till the Knowledge of his, or rather his Fa- 
ther's Deſigns, reverſed. thoſe favoutable Thoughts, 
and-turn'd her all. into Diſdain. oF 

BEIN O reſolv'd to leave the Iſland with the 
firſt Ship, ſhe ſent for Don PE DRo, to adviſe 
with him on the ordering her Affairs; ſhe could 
not think. it ſafe or practicable to take her whole 
Effects with her, and therefore thought it proper 


to ſettle a Correſpondence how they might be ſent 


after her, and in what hands truſted. Don Pzpro, 
who before had heard of her Deſign, thought it 
now high time to diſcoyer the Secret he ſo long 
had kept; and making her a low Bow: It is eaſy, 
Madam, ſaid be, for us to contrive means to ſend 
your Fortune either to Madrid, or any other Place 

ou ſhall command: but it will not be ſo eaſy to 

ring us to conſent to the parting with your ſelf, — 
You here receiv'd your Being; — here your Educa- 
tion Hare a Native—a Property of this Place; and 
when you attempt to deprive us of that Rigut we 
claim of your Preſence, the whole Iſland would riſe 
in Arms; nor ought you to wonder if in ſo juſt a 
Cauſe | ſhould appear their Head, and force your 
Stay, if ſoft Perſuaſion fails, The old Gentleman: 
was ſo little accuſtomed to Gallantry, that Ema- 
NUELLA could not help laughing at theſe Words, 
which ſhe had nor the leaſt Thought were ſpoke 
with any other Deſign ; and perceiving he had done, 
Well well Don Px Dro | return'd. fre; I do not 
doubt but in ſuch a Cauſe as this I ſhould be able 
to make my party good againſt the Iſlanders, een 
tho' you ſhould appear their Head, as. you threaten: ;. 
but to ſhew you that I am not for 


may be maintain'd on honourable Terms, pray 

what have you to ofler me here in lieu if choſe 

Advantages I may expect elſewhere ? That Ce- 
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more: 


— 
g+ & 


—— — 


— -- — — 


either in Birth or Fortune, to oblige you to think 
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more Eſtimation than the whole World beſide ; — 
a Love accompanied by Sincerity, Conſtancy, and 
Truth, — a Paſſion pure as the Zeal which warms 
the Martyr's Breaſt, and everlaſting as his Reward. 
All this was fo far from given her any Notion of 
his Intention, that ſhe had no other Surprize than 
to find him in a Diſpoſition ſo different from his 
former Gravity; and believing he aſſum'd this Air 
of Raillery only to divert her, would not baulk 
his Good-Humour, but return'd an Anſwer ſoch as 
ſhe thought ſuitable to the Occaſion : If you were 
in a Condition (ſaid fbe merrily) I ſhould be half 
in hope it was of your Heart I had made fo great 
a Conqueſt ; but as you are not yet, nor like to 
be a Widower, I muſt entreat you to inform me 
who it is has felt the Effects of a Power I never 
had any Reaſon to have an Opinion of till now. 
Alas! Madam, (reſumed the Don) it would ill be- 
come the Autumn of my Age to attempt to pleaſe 
the delightful Bloom of yours. — No, no, I would 
not thus affront your Beauty. Bur I have a 
Son, whoſe Years will not diſgrace the Paſſion he 
proſeſſes nor will. his Suit, I hope, be un- 
worthy your Regard. Theſe Words were like a 
Clap of Thunder to EManVErLta's Ears; the 
manner in which they were ſpoke, joined to a thou- 


fand little Paſſages, which when they happened, 


were unheeded, but now all at once occurr'd to 
her Remembrance, made her indeed believe he 
meant what he faid : But not yet fully affured, 
And are you in earneſt ? cry'd foe, with a Voice 
which teſtified both her Amazement and Indigna- 
tion.) But he, whoſe Pride would not permit him 
to be eaſily quell'd, was fo far from excuſing the 
Preſumption of his Application, that he rather 
reſented the little Deference ſhe paid him. I know 
not, reſumed he, for what reaſon you ſhould make 
a doubt of it; there is not ſo great a Diſparity 


iT 
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it ſtrange I ſhould offer at an Alliance. — 
You will leave me to Judge of that (anſwer d 
fre, growing ſtill more I bark but I deſire not a 
Repetition of Genealogies, or a Calculation how 
many Thouſands either of us are poſſeſs'd of; tis 
ſufficient I am not ignorant what is in your hands 
of mine, which I ſhall call for in, as ſoon as I 
have conſider'd of a Perſon proper to be intruſted 
in ſuch an Affair. She ſpoke no more at that 
time, but continued walking up and down: the 
Room, by her outward Diforders making viſible 
the inward Agitations of her Soul: Don PEDRo, who 
had as much Cunning as Pride, obſery'd every Moti- 
on, and believing he had gone too far, endeavour'd 
to mitigate the Poldneſs of his firſt Expreſſions, by 
pl-:ding his Concern for the Welfare of an only 
Son, who could not hve without her. But all he 
could fay to this purpoſe, was ineffectual to abate 
the Indignation ſhe had conceiv'd at ſo diſpropor- 
t onable a Propoſal, and the more he endeayour'd 
at it, the more ſhe grew incenſed, till at laſt weary 
of his Importunities, ſhe deſir'd him to leave her 
HRouſe, and to prepare to make up his Accompts 
with her by the next day; ſtill aſſuring him ſhe 
was determined to take ſhipping by the firſt Op- 
portunity. The Chagreen this Accident gave her, 
was very great; ſhe was diſa-pointed in the Hope 
af maintaining a friendly Correſpondence with a 
Man who had the Power of being very ſerviceable 
to her in thoſe Affairs which ſhe was unexperienced 
in, and which her Soul, delighting in ſublimer 
Contemplations, was unxilling to be amus'd in. 
Young as ſhe was, ſhe had a very good gueſs at 
the Language cf the Fyer, and eaſily found by 
his, that ſhe muſt expect no Obligations from him 
unleſs ſhe cou:d conſent to come into his Meaſures, 
than which ncthing could be more averſe to her 
Incl:nations, and conſequently to her Deſigns ; for 
ſhe was not of a Diſpoſition to reſolve on the one, 

without 
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without having firſt conſulted the other : But tho' 
. ſhe foreſaw many little Vexations would attend this 
Quarrel with her Guardian, yet ſhe was far from 
having any Suſpicion, he had Baſeneſs enough in 
his Nature to act in the manner he was already 
forming, and ſhe ſoon after experienc'd. 

Tn21s ſordid - temper'd Wretch always look'd 
on every thing as his own that once he had the 
Poſſeſſion of ; and to think of parting with ſo 
much Money as the miſtaken good Opinion of 
ALYAREz tad entruſted him with, was ſuch a 
Dagger to his Heart, that he had reſoly d rather to 
have recourſe to any Meaſures, than to endure it: 
He therefore contrived a Scheme, which by the 
Vileneſs, as well as Cunning of it, ane would 
think could only be ſuggeſted by the Devil him- 
ſelf ; be pretended that the late Governor, to main- 
tain himſelf in a Grandeur far beyond what either 
his Poſt or Paternal Eſtate would allow, had at 
ſeveral times borrowed vaſt Sums of Money of 
him, ſome of which had been repaid, and for the 
Security of the remaining Part, had made over his 

ewels, Plate, Houſhold - Gocds, and all other 

oveables to him, and ſent Officers to ſeize im- 
mediately on every thing. It was to no purpoſe 
that EMANUELLA, ſurpriz d as ſhe was, had Pre- 
ſence of Mind to argue on this ſcore more like a 
Perſon whom many Years experience had made 
perfect in the Law, than a young Virgin, wt o 
till this Hour ne'er knew what *twas to hear a 
Word which had the ſound of Buſineſs. —But in 
vain it was, that ſhe repreſented the IIlegality of 
the Action, that ſhe might juſtly ſue them for a 
Robbery, there being nothing really due to Don 
PEDRO, or if there had, he could not juſtify the 
ſeizing on her Goods without a long Proceſs, and 
a Warrant proper for that End. They told her their 
Buſineſs was not to examine into the Merits of the 
Cauſe, Don PE Do mult look to that; they had 

1 an 
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an Order for what they did, and if ſhe thought 
herſelf injur d, ſhe muſt make Appeal elſewhere. 
Theſe ſort of Replies were all her fine Reaſoning 
could draw from them, and ſhe would not make 
uſe of Reproaches to them, who ſhe knew did but 
as their Function required, but reſery'd them all 
for the baſe PE DRo. She ſeveral times ſent to 
his Houſe, and other Places in ſearch of him, but 
he was no where to be found, and ſae was obliged, 
without even the Satisfaction of Complaint, to ſee 
her rich Furniture torn down by the Hands of theſe 
robuſt Fellows, her Wardrobe ranſacked, her Cof- 
fers born away to the Houſe of Px DRo, while 
herſelf was left without ſo much as a Bed to lie on, 
or a ſecond Suit of Cloaths to change, for thoſe 
ſhe had on.——She was not without Conſideration 
by what means ſhe ſhould ſeek Redreſs for ſo in- 
human and unexampled a Wrong; but alas! the 
artful Villain had watch'd his Opportunity, the Per- 
ſons appointed by her Father's Will 1 were 
neither of them at that time on the Iſland, and 
the new Governour, not being yet arrived, there 
was no body in whoſe power it was to examine 
into this Affair; and againſt there was, he had 
provided, if the worſt ſhould happen, ſome to 
make Oath of Debts contracted by AL vAR Ez, 
and an Inventory of that Part of his perſonal 
Eſtate which he had ſeiz d (and might eaſily do, 
having them in his Poſſeſſion) to prove that they 
were alſo aſſigned to him: Nor was this the Ex- 
tent of his monſlrous Stratagem, as ſhe was left 
in a deſolate and naked Houſe, with only three or 
four of her weeping Servants, not = determined 
where or to whom ſhe ſhould fly for Shelter, the 
ſame Officers again broke in, and ſeiz d her Per- 
ſon, by the ſame Orders as they had done her Ef- 
fects: This laſt Stroke was infinitely more ſevere 
to her, than all the reſt had been; at Liberty, ſhe 
Was not without hope of ſome Redreſs ; but to be 
colp 
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confin'd, and in the power of ſo inhuman a 
Villain, gave her Apprehenſions, which not all her 
flock of Courage could enable her to ſuſlain: She 
fainted ſeveral times before they carried her away, 
the Fellows who at this Sight, hardened as they 
were, began to fee] Compaſſion, endeavour'd to 
give her ſome Conſolation, by telling her their 
Orders were not to carry her to Priſon, but to 
the Houſe of Don PEzDr o, who 'twas poſſible 
would come to Terms of Accommodation with 
her; but this was ſo far from working the Effect 
they aim'd at, that it gave an Addition to her Per- 
plexities. Oh! (ſaid fe) bear me to Priſon, to Death, 
to any thing, rather than place me under the 
Rocf of that conſummate Villain! that Fiend more 
black than Hell ir ſelf can furniſh! He has no 
Offers to make me, but ſuch, as wretched as I am, 
I'd ſooner die than accept. —— She vented her Paſ- 
fion in many ſuch like Expreſſions, but neither the 
ſteady Calmneſs which had appeared in her Coun- 
tenance, duing the whole time of their removin 
her Goods, nor the Agonies this laſt Surprize had 
thrown her in, were of any Force to give a Turn 
to her Condition ; ſhe was in the hands of Perſons 
who are not much accullomed to Remorſe, or if 
by Chance ſometimes a little touch'd with it, know 
bow to give a Check to Sent ments ſo contrary to 
their Prof ſſien; ſhe was-obliged to go with them 
to the Houſe of Don PE DRoO, where their Com- 
miſſion being ended, ſhe was leſt in the Care of 
ſome of his Servants ; for neither he, nor bis Son, 
were in the way, or at leaſt would not appear till 
the firſt Emotions of her Paſſion were a little aba- 
ted, But there is a vaſt difference between thoſe 
People who are incensd at every Jittle Accident 
that happens te thwart their Inclinations, and ti.ofe 
whoſe Paſſions are not to be raiſed but on ſome 
extraordinary Occaſion ; — the firſt, as they are im- 
mediately angry, ſo they are immediately recon- 
128 ciled ; 
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ciled ; but the others, when once provok'd, are for 
a long time, if ever they are prevail'd on, in the 
ſame Humour. Of this laſt Sort was EMA N u- 
ELLA; there was ſcarce a Probability, that had 
Don PxDRx o recanted, and preſentiy reſtored her 
to her Liberty with the Treaſures he had ſo un- 
juſtly ſeiz d that ſhe would ever have been brought 
to forgive the Affront he had put upon her: Nor, 
dens, can 1 f-e why ſhe ſhould, for tho' the 
World is apt to give to ſuch a Di'polition the Epi- 
thets of Malicious and Revengeful, yet as there is 
certainly a Juſtice due to ourſelves as well as to 
others, in my Opinion, to renew a Friendſhip with 
a Perſon whoſe Unworthineſs or Paſeneſs has once 
forfeited it, is to put it in his power a ſecond time 
to deceive us, and» no other than joining in our 
own Deſtruction. Don PEDRNo, however, d d 
not make the tryal, but perſiſting in the Outrage 
he had begun, prepared a Room for her, little 
diſſerent from thoſe in a common Goal; the 
Windows of it were grated, and the Door always 
kept clot lock'd, except when any Perſon came 
in to bring. her Meat: Nor was her Attendance 
more reſpectful, he denicd her to be waited on 
by one of her own Sex; fearing, as ſhe was af- 
terwards inform'd, her Tears and eloquent Man- 
ner cf expreſſing her Misfortunes might irMence 
them to pity her Cond tion, ſo far as to attempt 
her Relief.—Sbe had the Priviledge of indulging 
her Melancholy undiſturbed for two Days, at the 
end of which Pon PE Dro, imagining the Vie- 
lence of her Fury pretty well exhauſted, went to 
make her a Viſit. Put to what a height does tke 
Sight of the Offender. tranſport the | kuſh'd Diſor- 
ders? EMANUELL A, whoſe Philoſophy had en- 
| bled her to bear the Treatment ſhe had met with 
much more Moderation than the generality of the 
World could haye done, and depended entirely on 
Heaven for the Redreſs of her injuries, now Joſt 


all 
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all Patience; ſhe upbraided him in Terms, which 
if not ſevere enough for the Bateneſs he had been 
guilty of, yet in ſuch bitter ones, that ſhe herſelf 
thought 2ftcrwards were unbecoming the Mildneſs 
of her Sex; and, indeed, the had ſo great an Aver- 
ſion for Railing, that ſhe has been often heard to 
ſay, no Uſage could excuſe it. And 'tis certain, 
the Edge of her Invectives had been much leſs keen, 
if Don PEDRO, to his other Crime, had not in 
this Viſit offer'd an additional Indignity, which to 
the Delicacy of her Soul was leſs pardonable than 
his former ones. His earthy and groveling Diſpo- 
ſition, rendering him incapable of judging of the 
Elegance of her's, made him affront her when he 
meant quite otherwiſe : Among ſome other faint 
Excuſes for what he had done, he told her, ghat he 
had no other way to force her to marry his Son. 
but as ſoon as ever ſhe conſented to that, | ſhe 
ſhould not only be put in Poſſeſſion of all, the Care 
of ALVERE Z had heaped up for her, but alſo of 
Treaſures, which in no other Match ſhe could expect. 
Not the poor Cottage Maid, who on the Mountain 
Tops, expoſed to Winter's Colds, and Summer's 
Heats, watches her little Flock, nor knows what 
Grandeur means, had leſs of Pride than EM An u- 
K L L A: yet here, the new, and ne'er till now ex- 
periemed Gueſt uſurp'd the whole Dominion o er 
her Soul, and fir'd each Faculty with generous 
Scorn Wretch (cry d ſie) who ignorant of Merit, 
and far incapable of judging by what the Noble 
Mind is ſway'd, thou thinkeſt all Diſpoſitions like 
thy own, and conſcious of thy own Depravity of 
Nature, haſt dar'd to hope thou haſt the means to 
force, or. bribe me to thy Purpoſe;,—but know, 
preſuming Fool, I view thy executed Spite, and 
roſer'd Love with equal Eyes, and think them 
both below my Anger, and fit Subjects only for 
Diſdain. She ſpoke much more to the ſame pur- 
poſe, but Don PEDRO knowing how i 5 
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had her in his Power, was not at all mov'd at it, 
and doubted not but in a little time, when ſne ſound 
there was no other Poſſibility of regaining her Li- 
berty, ſne would recede from her preſent Haughti- 
neſs of Diſpoſition: He did Jnot fail to let her 
know what his Thoughts were on this Occaſion, 
and expreſſed them in a Faſhion ſo inſulting, that 
it encreaſed her Rage; till finding all ſhe could fay 
ineffectual to bring him to any juſt Senſe of the 
Villany he was guilty, or to make him ſee how im- 
probable it was ſhe ſhould ever be brought to yield 
to what he defired by ſuch Methods, ſhe at length 
deſiſted, and reſolved to ſpeak to him no more. 
'Tis probable the old Don was a little nettled at 
her Behaviour, but he made no ſhew of it; and 
only telling her, if ſhe would not be perſuaded to 
become his Daughter, he ſhould take care to be ſo 
far a Father to her, as to ſecure her Perſon and 
Fortune from being laviſh'd away on a worſe 
Choice, tnok his Leave. If a Condition ſuch as 
hers could admit of any Happineſs, it was at ſeein 

him depart—the Sight of him was juſtly deteſtable 
to her, and the more ſo, becauſe being an utter 
Enemy to Paſſion, ſhe was almoſt as ready to con- 
demn herſelf for the Extravagaiicies it made her 
guilty of, as he who had occaſioned it: Nothing 
could be more exemplary than her manner of ſup- 
porting this Confinement, the Excellence of her 
Principles made her think it a Crime to revzle even 
her greateſt Enemies, and the Greatneſs of her Sp'rit, 
from any mean Complainings of her ill Fortune : 
The Servant who was appointed to attend her, pro- 
teſted he never ſaw her weep, nor utter the leaſt 
irregular Word; not that ſhe was inſenſible of her 
Misfortunes ; not the moſt repining Mortal, per- 
haps, ever felt any thing ſo nearly : Being cut off, 
in all probability for ever, from all the Pleaſures her 
Youth and Inclinations rendered her ſuſceptible 
of To be robb'd of all that Grandeur ſhe was bred 
to, 
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to, == to be denied the Converſation of her Friends, 
— ſhut up from all Society, — and in the Power 
of a Man, whoſe Actions teſtified him to be the 
greateſt of Villains; one who doubtleſs would never 
let her appear in the World again, for fear of being 
call'd to an Account for what he had done ; one 
who, *rwas poſſible, if ſhe yielded not to his Pro- 
peſal, might, to ſecure her Fortune, at laſt con- 
trive her Death: Theſe were terrible Reflections 
for ſo young a Creature, yet I queſtion, by the 
account I have of her, if the moſt tenacious of our 
Philoſophers would have bore them with that Reſig- 
nation ſhe did, _. 

As over a Month was paſt in this Continement, 
during which time ſhe had ſeen no human Face 
but the Servant, and Don PEDRO once; for 
neither his Wife, nor Don Max co ever had pre- 
ſumed to come into her Preſence, which tho? ſhe 
was very glad of, ſhe could not help wondering at, 
not doubting at her firſt coming there but ſhe 
ſhould be continually perſecuted with the Declara- 
tions of him whom her ill Fortune had made her 
Lover: But ſhe gave herſelf not much Trouble 
what ſhould be the meaning of it, amuſing her- 
ſelf as well as ſhe could with Adventures ſhe had 
formerly read of, for her cruel Jaylor now denied 
her the Satisfaction of Books. As ſhe was fitting 
one Morning pretty early in her uſual Meditations, 
ſhe perceived a Paper lying cloſe to the Door ; ſhe 
ſtarted up, and going to take it, perceived by part 
of it being ſtill under the Door, that it had been 
thruſt in by ſome Body after it was ſhut : It was 
impoſſible but the moſt incurious in ſuch a Circum- 
ſtance would have been deſirous of ſeeing what it 
contained, and haſtily opening it, ſhe found it was 
directed to herſelf, and contained theſe Lines: 


To 


The Untimeh Discovery. 19 


S Seeed 


To Donna EMM AN UE IIA. 


| Feartily lament the unjuſt Calamity you ſuffer ; 

But Pity being a poor Conſolation, have forbore 
to give you any Inſtance of it, till 1 had the power 
of teftifying it by ſomething more than Words. —If 
you have Courage enough to truſt yourſelf with a 
Perſon you know not, you will find more Honour than 
in thoſe you have confided. I have provided Means 
for your Eſcape, if you think fit to accept it; which 
let me know by a Line this Nigbt when all the Fa- 
mily are in Bed. I know you are denied the uſe of 
Pen and Ink , but if you can contrive to let a String 
down from your Window,. I will be underneath and 
faſten one to it, which Pall eaſily go in between the 
Grate, and by that means I may alſo receive your 
Anſever, which I will wait the writing of, —Depend 
that I have no other View in attempting to ſerve you, 
than what is conſiſtent <vith the ſtricte ſt Honour, whoſe 
Potary I profeſs my ſelf, and the injured EM AN u- 
ELLA'S | 

Unknown Servant, 


P.S. Three diſtin Whiſtles, about beuo Minutes 
each time, ſball be the Signal for cu to let down 
the String. | 


TRE Surprize EMANUELL A was in at readin 
this, cannqt be well expreſs'd ; ſhe was ſenſible 
there were a great many in the Iſland, who would 
make this Offer, it by any means they could have 
known the Need ſhe had of their Service: but 
then the Improbability there was that Don PE Do 
ſhould let the Truth of this Afﬀair reach the Ear of 

any 
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any one, and much more that they ſhould have an 
Opportunity of coming into his Houſe, and con- 
veying this Letter under the Door of her Chamber, 
quite ſtagger d her Conjecture: She could not 
help, however, believing that it was beſt for her 
to accept it, ſince no Condition could be worſe 
than what ſhe was in at preſent ; and if the Perſon 
who pretended to ſo much Honour ſhould have 
Principles never ſo different from it, ſhe thought it 
would be in her power to make a much better De- 
fence at Liberty, and in an open Street, than ſhe 
could do in this Cenfinement, in caſe Don Ma x c.o 
(which ſhe was in daily Apprehenſions of) ſhould 
ever make any Attempts on her Honour. Reſolv'd 
therefore, to ſend an Anſwer of Conſent, ſhe felt 
a greater Impatience- for the approach of Night 
than yet ſhe had ever known for any Event: At 
laſt it came, and between the Hours of Twelve and 
One ſhe heard the wiſh'd-for Signa!: She had tied 
her Girdle and Garters together to make a long 
String ready, which on the third Whiſtle ſhe im- 
mediately let down, and with it drew up a little 
Standiſh-with a Sheet of Paper-roll'd up in it, fo 
careful was the Perſon that no Material ſhould be 
wanting; ſhe did not delay the uſe it was convey'd. 
for, but fill'd it in a moment with theſe Lines, 


To the Generous Offerer of Life, 
Liberty, and Deliverance from a 


; thouſand Eris. 


| T Will not give myſel f leave to ſuſpe# you any. other 


- than you ſeem, left I ſbould by a needleſi Fear, ren- 

der myſelf incapable of accepting «what you ſo kindly 

offer, and juſtly merit what ſuture Miſchiefs max 
| | | befal 
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befal me, — I gladly embrace Fs Propoſition, 


and am ready to do any thing to get free. IT wiſh 


you bad-acquainted me with what Methods I ſrould. 


take, for I can ſcarce believe there is a Poſſibility for 
me to eſcape : I there be, I beg the Knowledge may 
not be deferr d. As you have been too generous fo 
let me know char Recvard you expect for ſo merito- 
rious an Action; I will not pretend to offer any, ſince 
it is only in the power of Heaven to make a Retributi- 
on ſuitable to ſuch exalted Virtue; and as that, I am 
evilling to hope, is your only Aim, ſo that it may be 
immediately beſtow'd in all the choiceſt Bleſſings of 
that eternal Store-Houſe, Pall be the inceſſant Pray- 


ers of, ay 0 
The (beyond Expreſſion) obliged 
EMANUELL A, 


P. S. The Moon ſoines . to-night with an unuſual 
Splendor, I believe by ber favourable Beams you will 
have Light enough to anſwer my Impatience with 
ſome little Hints by what Means I am to be preſerved : 
If you can, without Danger of being obſerved, I beg 
you will favour me ſo far; and that you may do ſo, I 
let down your Standiſh, and let the String continue, 
which I will not draw up till you give a Signal that 
you have no further Occaſion for it. 


No Whiſtle being given, ſhe imagin'd he was 


about to do as ſhe deſir d, and would very fain (if 
poſſible) have ſeen him, but the Grate was toe nar- 
row for her to put her Head through: In a very 
little time ſhe heard the Whiſtle, and pulling up 
the Ribband, found there was a Letter fix'd to it, 
which contain'd theſe Lines ; | 


7 
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To Donna E MANUEL LA. 


HE Place I am in not being ſo private as 1 

could ewifh, to particularize the Account you de- 
ſire, I entreat you will be ſatisfied with knowing 
there is a Way found out to convey the Key of your 
Pri ſon by the ſame Means you receive this — ; when 
it comes io your Hands, it will be alſo accompanied 
evith a litt Ladder made of Silk Cords, and you have 
no more to do than to unlock your Door, and go into a 
Room adjoining to it, which you avill find open, and a 
Window that looks into a Field, «whence you may ea 7 
deſcend, and at the bottom find him abo cuill he ready 
to conduct you where you pleaſe, and always glad of 
an Opportunity to prove how very much be is © 


Your moſt humble Servant. | 


P. S. I believe you will have the Ladder and Key - 
to-morrow Night, there fore do not neglect to. watch 
the Signal. | 5 * 


Ir EMANUE-LL A was before confounded in 
her Conjectures who it ſhould be that appeared fo 
aſſiduous to deliver her, ſhe was now much more 
ſo; the Key of the Door afſur'd her it muſt be by 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome Perſon in the Houſe + ſhe 
was to be befriended : But all the Gueſſes ſhe corfld 
make, ſeeming improbable, ſhe contented herſe}F 
to wait the Certainty and the Prabability that the 
worlt part of ber Misfortune, her Confinement, 
was near an end, gave her hopes that ſhe ſhould - 
alſo find Juſtice to remedy the others alſo ; and 
ſhe paſt the remainder of that Night and the enſu- 


ing 
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ing Day in Contemplations much more tranquil 
than ſhe had known ſince ſhe had been in that 
Houſe, 

Tu E next Night, much about the ſame Hour, 
or ſomething later, ſhe heard the Sound ſhe was 
not a little impatient for; and letting down 
the String, found it came up with a weight which 
told her before ſhe ſaw it, what ſhe expected had 
not fail'd her: ſhe received both the Ladder and 
Key, to which was fix'd a little piece of Paper in 
which was writ theſe Words : | 


This Moment is the Criſis of your Fate— ; be care- 
ful not to loſe it—unlock your Door as ſoſily 45 you 
can, and go into a Chamber on the leſt Hand, i 
1s a Balcony io wvhich you may fix 2 Ladder 
do not miſtake the Room, nor take any Light with 


you -— there are Horſes to carry you whey? you ſtall 
command. 


Ir was not without ſome little Apprehenſions 
this diſtreſſed Lady was about to put herſelf in 
the power of a Pe. ſon unknown, at ſuch an Hour, 
and one who ſhe found had Conveniency to car- 


ry her where he pleaſed, tho' he made her the 


Compliment of leaving it to her own Choice ; 
ut the Exigence of her Affairs, the cruel Re- 


| will ſhe was under, and the Probability of 


greater Evils, preſently baniſh'd them, and ſhe 
unlock'd the Door, and in every thing obeyed 
Directions. The Balcony was ſo low, that ſhe 
might almoſt have jumped from it to the Ground; 
but the Gentlemen who had taken ſo much pa'ns 
to ſerve her, ordered every thing as commodious 
as poſſible. She found three Men on Horſeback, 
one of which alighting, lifred her up behind ano- 
ther, and as ſoon as he was remounted himſelf, 
deſired her to ſay where they. ſtould conduct 
her. The Terror ſhe had been in for fear of 
Diſcovery while ſhe was in the Houſe, the Con- 
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fuſion to think ſhe was in the Hands of Stran- 
gers, and the Uncertainty to which of her Ac- 
quaintance coming in that Hour, and Manner, 
and the reſt of her Hiſtory, would be the leaſt 
liable to Cenſure, made her unable to reply; 
which one of them perceiving, ſaid to the others, 
The Lady may by her late Diforders be perhaps, 
at preſent, incapable of determining on any thing ; 
tis therefore beſt to ride ſome diſtance from hence, 
no matter which way, to prevent Diſcovery, till 
the Power of Conſideration is a little return'd to 
her. EMANUELLA, Willing to be farther from 
Don PE DRoO, aflemed, and they all went five or 
ſix Miles without ſtopping or ſpeaking to each 
other ; a little Houſe in which there was a Light 
ſeemed to invite them to bait at it, and it being 
_ ſhe having put herſelf ſo far into their 
ower, thought it would diſcover a ridiculous Di- 
ſtruſt to ſeruple bearing them Company into it; 
and beſide, ſhe hoped her Curioſity would be ſa- 
tisfied, by diſcovering to whom it was ſhe, was in- 
debted for her Delivery, for they were all muf- 
fled in their Cloaks, that it was impoſſible for 


her to know whether ſhe had ever ſeen them be- 


fore or not ; ſhe had ask'd the Perſon ſhe rode 
behind, but he excuſed himſelf by telling her, 


that he but obey'd his Principal in what he had 
done, and without his Leave could not diſcover 


any thing. This Secrecy a little alarm'd her, but ſhe 
was infinitely more ſo when being come tinto the 
Houſe, -one - of the Perſons who ihe oblery'd had 
never ſpoke one Word during the whole time of 
their little J>urney, came into the Room, and 


making a Sign to the others to withdraw, threw 


cf his Cloak, and diſcovered himſelf to be Don 
Marco. Aſloniſhment, and Rage, and Fear at 
once poſſeſs d her — ſne could not imagine for 
what Reaſon he had acted in this manner, unless 
it was contriv'd ſo that in flying the Cruelty of 

Vibe Sari | the 
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the Father, ſhe ſhould run into the Danger of a 
more ſhocking Treatment from the Son. But 
ſhe had not time to utter any part of what ſhe 
thought, before, falling on his Knees, he accoſted 
her in this Manner: I ſee, Madam, ſaid be, with 
| what Regret you find yourſelf under ſome Obli- 
| gation to any of the Family of Don PER DRO; but 
h to convince you that Nearneſs of Blood does nor 
always occahon a Conformity of Principles, be 
| leaſed to accept of this little part of what has 
| . ſo unjuſtly taken from you, and believe that | 
| Marco will never reſt till the whole is again at | 
your diſpoſal. In ſpeaking theſe Words, he pre- 
ſented her with a little Amber Box, in which ſhe 
had been uſed to keep her Jewels ; which open- 
ing, ſhe found it ſtill contain'd them, and alſo 
Bills to a great Value. *Tis hard to fay whether 
. ſhe was amazed, or pleaſed, at ſo unexpected a 
; piece of Generoſity. The Eſteem ſhe formerly 
had for him, which by the late Behaviour of his 
- Father, in which ſhe imagined he had an equal 
Share, had been converted into as great an Aver- 
r fion, now return'd with added Vigour, and ſhe 
. rejoiced as much to find ſhe had not been decei- 
: ved in her firſt Sentiments of his Virtues, as in 
1 the Advantage ſhe receiv'd from them ; ſhe ex- 
| preſſed herſelf ſo obligingly on this Occaſion, that 
C Don Max co, who had the moſt fincere and diſing 
> tereſted Affection for her that ever was, could not 
e liſten to her without feeling a Rapture perhaps ſu- 
] 
f 
1 


perior to that which ſome who call themſelveg 
Lovers are capable of knowing, even in the Gra- 
Frag of their utmoſt 3 I tremble, Ma- 
dam, ſaid be, to appear before. you, knowing 
1 well, that without a — near Divine, the lite 
t tle Service I have now been able to do you, join- 
ed with that of my whole future Life, is far too 
ſmall to engage Forgiveneſs for the Wrongs you 
have received from my Family ; and fliould not 
Vox. V. B dave 


— * 
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i have preſumed to diſcover myſelf, had not you Ml 1 
Wt | Uncertainty how to beſtow yourſelf in ſafery, MW < 
Wl 1 me to bring you to this Houſe. You \ 
| would then, anſwer'd ſte, have been guilty of 2 
| great Injuſtice to yourſelf, . and Unkindneſs to « 
4 me; for to be obliged in ſo profuſe a manner, e 
| and be ignorant where to pay our Acknowledg. 7 
l ments, is, to a grateful Soul, a Pain : — gBeſides MW 7 
| I feel fo great a Satisfaction in the Knowledge, Wl | 
that when I entertain'd a Friendſhip from Don f 
C | Marco, I errd not in my Choice, that I know © 
j not if I could eaſily have pardon'd the delaying d 7 
: it. Be aſſur d I cannot reſent - the Uſage I have b 
met from Fs D 2 with half that 2 and 7 
Spirit, as 1 endeavour to my Obligz. v 
. to his Son; and that the 7 — "4 the — Q 
| . have entirely diſarmd me from taking that " 
1 Revenge, which . the Vices of the other would e 
i] . elſe have demanded. Oh ! I know, reſumed Don v 
\F Marco, I know you are too heavenly good, tu, © 
= - wiſh Revenge; — but do not, I beſeech you, do n I 
z | let the Memory of what I have done, nor the Be. . 
| lief how much more I would do, were it in I 
power, make you forget what is owing to you. © 
, ſelf——— Uſe all proper means to oblige my crut| F 
w Father to reſtore to you what he has ſo unjuſt h 
q taken from you; for much I fear he will no = 
= be prevail'd upon by gentle means to deal witli ” 
| Honour by you. | 2 . n 
T RIS generous Conteſt laſted for ſome Time, * 
4 nor would Don MAR co give it over, till ſhe had P. 
promiſed to endeavour to do herſelf Juſlice ; fai © 
| the Attainment of which, both thought it the mol 
4 effeftual Way for her to purſue her Intention oi ©* 
{ going to Madrid, not only becauſe if ſhe continu'd 
ij | Where ſhe was, Don PE DRO's Artifice might pol 
{| | fibly find her out, and contrive ſome Stratageniil ** 
| | again to get her in his power, but alſo that the 2 


"King was the only Perſon who had the Ma 
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redreſſing her Grievances. He would needs ac- 
company her thither, attended by the two Men 
whom he had brought to aſſiſt her in her Eſcape; 
but ſhe oppoſed it, telling him ſhe had already re- 
ceived too many Obligations to endure the thought 
of laying herſelf under more: However, on his 
repreſenting the Dangers which of conſequence 
muſt attend a Perſon of her Sex in fo long a 
Voyage alone, and alſo the Neceſſity there was 
for him to abſcond for ſome time from the Ra 
of Don PzxDro, who 'twas probable would 
raiſed to the 42 Pitch, on the Diſcovery how 
his Deſigns had been circumvented by the very 
Perſon for whoſe ſake they had been form'd ; ſhe 
was at laſt perſuaded, it would not only be ex- 
treamly commodious for her, but alſo far from 
inconvenient for him; and ſince his abſenting him- 
ſelf from his Father was abſolutely neceſſary, it 
was as well for him to take a Voyage to Madrid, 
as any other Place. This being con-luded on, 
Don Marco advis'd their immediate Departure, 
judging it not ſafe to remain on the Iſland after 
Day-Break, if by any means they could leave it 
ſooner ; becauſe he knew that in the Morning the 
Fellow who had the Charge of the Key which be 


| had flole, would diſcover the Theft, and Em ax v- 


ELL A's Eſcape. One ofthe Men was therefore im- 
mediately diſpatch'd to the Sea- ſide, which they were 
not above three Miles diſtant from, to ſee it there 
was a Ship ready to go off, and to agree for the 
Paſſage. By good Fortune there was one, which, 
on a more than ordinary Gratification, comply'd 
with their deſire of hoiſting Sail as ſoon as they 
came on board. Twould be needleſs to ſay with 
tow much Pleaſure EMAaNUELLA heard this 
News; the axdent Deſire ſhe had to leave a place 
which bad fo little in it agreeable to her Genius, 
joined to the late ill Treatment ſhe had met with, 
«nd the Apprehenſion 5 being ſubjected to the 
2 


* 
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fame again, is ſufficient to make the Reader ſen- 
fible with what a Welcome ſhe receiv'd the Cer- 


tainty of going. 

41 Inflaity of Contentment fat ſmiling on her 
Countenance all the time of their Voyage; a fair 
Wind, kindly Gales, and an unruffled Sea, wafted 
her ſmoothly to her deſired Port. — No chilling 
Fears from within No Omens from evithout <— 
No ſecret Warning from her Guardian Angel, gave 
a Check to the SatisfaQtion ſhe felt at landing on 
that fatal Shore where all her Peace. of Mind was to 
be wreck'd ! where Miſchiefs multiplied, concealed 
in Clouds—fumberleſs, nameleſs Ills — attended 
her Approach, ready to burſt with all their hoarded 
Venom on her Head. 

Suk went immediately to the Houſe of Don 
Ja» 1N, a very near Relation; where having made 
herſelf known, and the Particulars of her late Ad- 
venture, ſhe was receiv'd with the higheſt Demon- 
Arations of Kindneſs ——— Both he and his Wife 
aſſured her they would introduce her to the King, 
who would doubtleſs do her Juſtice 'as to the Re- 
covery of that part of her Fortune which was ſtill 
in the poſſeſſion of Don PEDRO; and alſo iſſue 
dut his Orders for the Puniſhment ſo baſe an Action 
-deſery'd : But this not being done immediately, by 
reaſon of his Majeſty being at that time at the 
Eſcurial, from which he did not return ſo ſoon as} 


Dre SP e rr „ „ „ 5 


was expected; an Incident, entirely unſoreſeen, ¶ ſu 
gave a ſudden and vexatious Turn to this Affain p 
-and inſtead of being Plaintiff, reduced her to the m 
State of a Defendant. ac 
TnuE cunning Don PED RO had no ſooner di, th 
ecover' d her Eſcape, than he immediately gueſs d Su 
- to what place ſhe was gone; and not doubting al 
but ſhe would take ſuch Meaſures as could end in th 

- no leſs than his Ruin, had it preſently in his Head w 
how to preſerve himſelf, and lay the Odium ou in 


ker : His Son being fled with her, and fore fen 


The Unt imehy Disc ovkRY. 29 


Zills he had taken from him to ſupport himſelf in 


his Abſence, as well as what of right belong'd to 
Eu AN UE LTL A, furniſh'd him with Hints, which 
the prompting Fiend that animated his inventive 
Brain, took care to improve, to form a Story ſo 
plauſible, that when heard, he ſhould appear the 
only injured Perſon, and EMANUELLA, and his 
Son (whom now he hated) be eſteemed no other 
than Wretches who had contrivid together to 
rob him. Full of this inhuman Stratagem, and ac- 
companied by ſome vile Creatures, whoſe Evidence 
he had purchas'd, as well as Bonds, Notes, and 
Bills, counterfeiting the dead ALVAREZ 's Hand 
and Seal, he was at Madrid almoſt as ſoon as thoſe 
he follow'd : and being inform'd his Majeſty was 
at the Eſcurial, he waited not his coming to Madrid; 
but as Vice is always more indefatigable in the 
purſuit of what it aims at, than a fincere and ho- 
neſt Meaning, he went to wait on him there : And 
his Age _ artful Manner of inſinuating what he 
would have believ'd, wrought fo far on the Roya] 
Ear, as to gain him the promiſe of having it in 
his power to inflit what Puniſhment be pleaſed 
on the Fugitives, who the cruel Politictan had ta- 
ken care to inform himſelf where they might be 
found, before he deliver'd his Petition, tho' he 
concealed himſelf from either of them. _ 
NoTmwinG therefore of his Arrival 

ſuſpected, till the News of the King's R 


put Don JaB1N in mind that his Couſin ſhould © 


make her Appeal; and ſhe was dreſſing herſelf: 
accompany him to Coutt, when a Mellenger om 


came to demand her A ce. The 


Surprize of ſo unlook'd-for a Summons, put them 


all in a Conſternation ; and Don Mazco, who 
tho he did not lodge there, paſs'd moſt of his Hours 
with them, and was at that time preſent, diſcover d 
in his Countenance a Horror which extreamly ad- 
ded to it. He was not ignorant of the thouſand 
WEE. | ä Arti 
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Artifices his Father was ever Maſter of, when he 
was zealous for the Accompliſhment of any Deſign, 
and fear'd it was by ſome Emiſſaries employ'd by 
him, though he was far from imagining he was there 
himſelf, that ſomething had been done to pervert 
that Juſtice he might very well believe EM AN u- 
ELLA would claim, He would very fain have 
perſuaded her to ſuffer him to wait on her, that in 
caſe it were as he ſuſpected, he might be a Witneſs 
on her Side, againſt whatever falſe Suggeſtions 
ſhould be offered to her Diſadvantage; but that 
generous Lady would by no means be prevailed 
on to permit him. She told him ſhe had not the 
leaſt Fear of making a Defence againſt all that 
Malice could form to hurt her ; and that ſhe could 
not conſent a Perſon ſhe call'd Friend, and one 
who ſo juſtly had merired the Title from her, 
ſhould put fo great a Conſtraint on himſelf, and 
endure a Shame ſo poinant, as muſt riſe from the 
Accuſation of a Parent, though never ſo unworthy 
a one. She expreſs'd herſelf in Terms fo abſolute, 


that Don MAR co, though with a world of Re- 


Iuctance, was obliged to obey : and accompanied 
by Don JaB1N, his Lady, and the two Servants, 
who came over with her, and whom it was neceſ- 
fary fhould appear, ſhe went with a Courage in- 
finitely beyond what could be expected from her 
Sex and Years ; and wholly relying on the Juſtice 
of her Cauſe, and the Care of Heaven, was far- 


her from any dread of the Event, than thoſe to 
"whom it was of leſs Concern. | 


Nor. but when ſhe was conducted into the Pa- 
lace, and brought before the King, ſhe was a little 
alarm'd to fee the baſe Don PE DRO there: ſhe 
had, however, Preſence enough of Mind to ' conceal 
thoſe little Emotions, which ſhe was unable to re- 
pel at ſo unexpected an Interview, and after having 
paid her Duty to the Royal Preſence ; If I were not 


already too well acquainted, ſaid pe, with Pee 


— 
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lence in maintaining the Injuries you do, I ſhould 


have hope, Repenrance for thoſe you have offered - 
me, had brought you here, ſo contrary to my 
tation, to make me that Reſtitution, you 
might be ſure I ſhould endeavour to force you toz 
There was not a Perſon in- this Aﬀembly, which- 
was very numerous, moſt of the Nobility being 
come to congratulate his Majeſty on his Return, 
who the Appearance of EMANU'ELL 4, and the 
Sweetneſs which accompanied her Accents, aſſur d 
as they where, did not win to her Intereſt, —The 
King himſelf ſeem'd to regard her with an uncom- | 
mon Stedfaſtneſs, as ſurpriz'd at the Graces which. 
attended her, and already ſuſpicious of the Truth 
of what had been ſuggeſted againſt her ; which the- 
watchful PE DR © obſerving, throwing himſelf at 
his Feet, O my Sovereign ! ſaid be, if this Wo- 
man's Soul had any Affinity with her exterior 
Charms, ſhe would at leaſt have had Modeſty ſuf- 
ficient to have ſnunn'd the awful Juſtice of this 
Place But I entreat you by that extenſive 
Power which makes Kings Gods on Earth, and by 
that ſacred Regard which to the King of Kings, 
even from yourſelf, is due! —— By Honour, 
Pity, Juſtice, by your own Royal Promiſe,. 
J conjure you not to liſten to the falſe Inſinua- 
tions of this artful Siren, who comes, no doubt, 
2 with well - dreſs'd Perjuries, and ſmooth: 
ypocriſy to evade her Crimes, and turn the 
Sword of Vengeance againſt me. Twould be 
very hard to deſcribe any part of what paſs d in 
the Soul of the injur d EMANUELLA all the time 
he was ſpeaking in this manner; ſcarce could ſhe 
reſtrain the ſtrugling Paſſions, which fwelld al- 
moſt to burſting in her Breaſt, and preſs'd ſo hard 
for Vent, tis . probable no Conſideration would 
have been of force to have with-held them, had 
not the King, with a Countenance ſomewhat per- 
Plex d, commanded him to be filent, telling bim 
. B 4 Jultice- 


— 


ant eo ons % 4 
— 


e dim 
Nr 


— ä—wñ——1 — 22 —_— ————_— 
— —— — — ” 


32 The RASH RESOLVE: Or, 


Juſtice ſhould be ſeverely executed on which ever 
Party ſhould be found the Guilty——Don IAN 
then, tho very much confus'd at ſo ſtrange a 
Character of his Relation, thought it was his Time 
to ſpeak, and begg'd to know of what ſhe was 
accus'd? To which his Majeſty aſſenting, com- 


manded a Perſon, appointed for that purpoſe, to 


read the Heads of the Charge againſt her, as they 
were taken from the Mouth of her Impeacher ; 
which he preſently obey'd, and with a loud: Voice 
ſurpriz d all who had not heard it before, with the 
Contents of a Paper which he pulled out of his 
Pocket, and were as follows : 


A brief Abſtract of the Crimes alledged againſt 
Donna EMANUELLA, Daughter to Don A 
vARE z, late Governour of Porto-Rico, an Iſland 
in that part of his moſt Catholick Majeſty's Do- 
minions, entitled the Spaniſ-Meſt- Indies: At- 


teſted by Don PE Do, and a great Number of 


other Gentlemen, upon Oath. 
I. 


That the ſaid Donna EMANUELL 4, being privy 
#o the borrowing ſeveral large Sums of Money front 
Don PR DRO, by ber Father ; foe, after bis Death, 
not only deny d the Payment of them, but alſo pre- 
ended there was much more owing to her from the 
ſaid Don PEDRO. | 
| II. 

- That be ſeduc'd the Principles of Don M anco, 
zbe only Son of Don Px DRo, and living with him 
zn a riotous and diſſolute manner, ſoon waſted the lit- 
#le Wealth left ber by Don Ax vAR EZ; on which, 
ſhaving recourſe to Don Px DR o for a Supply, and 


being refusd by bim, fre bird Aſſaſſins to murder 
Sim, which boy narrowly eſcap d. A 

III. 1 20.4 Toh 

| | That being, by the Order of the Magiſtrates ef 

ibe Place, on on PEDR O's Complaint, taken into 

a bh Cufiody, 
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ad Cuſtody, and afterwards, by his Compaſſion and 
* = preſorv d from * carried to Priſon, and 
0 taken into his own Houſe, on ber ſeeming Repentance ; 
*h ge moſt ungratefully and wickedly contriv d, with bis 
Ss BY on Son, 10 rob him, <vbich they did, and made theiv 
* Eſcape together to Madrid, with the Value of 5009 
— Crowns in Fecvueli, Bills and Money. 
de 

e 

13 


So heavy an Accuſation, loaden with ſo many. 
aggravating Circumſtances, was ſufficient to have 
ſhock'd the moſt eſtabliſh'd Fortitude ; but E M A- 
NUELLA was of that ſort of Spirit, which exalts 
itſelf the moſt, when moſt it is oppreſs'd : She 
ſeem'd rather fuller of Diſdain than Anger, while 

ſt due liſten'd to the invective Scroll; and when the 
ſaw Amazement fit on every Face, and thoſe of 
p her own Blood confounded, and unable to offer 
* 
＋ 


any thing in her Defence, ſhe thus undertook to 

plead for . herſelf, Wonder not, Royal Sir! ſaid 

fe, that, conſcious of my perfe& Innocence, and 

of a Soul too nice to bear ſuch rude Suſpicions, 

as this monſtrous Legend may perhaps create, 

7 ſhould lodge a Moment in the Breaſts of any here; 
* I now not wait the dull Formalities of Law, nor 
2 ask Advice from learned Council drawn, but here 
1 eſume to make my own Defence, unaided but 
e y Truth— permit me then, great King! to un- 
fold a Story muſt make my vile Accuſer's Heart 
ö cold within him, tho' warm'd with all the 

, Fires of Hell. She ſtopp'd at theſe Words, by a 
a beſeeching Air, expecting his Permiſſion to pro- 
* ceed ; which being granted, ſhe related the whole 
2 Affair with the greateſt Truth and Exactneſs, nei- 
d der extenuating her Enemy's Inhumanity, nor did 
7 miniſhing the ſmalleſt Tittle of her own Beha- 
viouf, Don Ps Dr © and his Accomplices attempt - 

ed to interrupt her ſeveral times, but they were 

f commanded- to be ſilent, and ſhe was indulg'd in 
0 all the freedom ſhe could deſire, in vindicating 
lM - 5 3 bee 
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herſelf, and accuſing him. When ſhe had finiſh'd 
what ſhe had to ſay, and the Witneſles ſhe broughe 
with her examin'd, there were many, who, conf 
dent of her Sincerity, ſpoke in her Behalf, but it 
avail'd but little. Don PE DRO's continued Aſſe- 
verations, the Number of his Evidences, and the 
Advantage of complaining firſt, was very near 
carrying the Cauſe againſt her; when Don MAx co, 
impatient that they ſtay d, and full of fears, which 
were indeed prophetick, left the Houſe of Don 
Ja» 2x, and came with all ſpeed to the Palace: 
Partly by Perſuaſions, and 1 by Force, he 
got through the Guards, and entered the Room of 
Audience juſt as his Father was entreating Sen- 
rence might be paſt on EMANUELLA, Di- 
AKrafted with what he ſaw and heard, he ran up 
to the Chair of State, and begg'd it might be ſuſ- 
. pended *rill he was heard. The King, whoſe Sen- 
ziments were yet unfix'd, gave him leave to ut- 
ter what he had to ſay; and deaf to all other 
Confiderations but thoſk of clearing her, he wild- 
iy ſpoke every thing he knew, and not only con- 
firm'd all EMANUELL A had averr'd, but many 
more Particulars, of which ſhe was ignorant, con- 
eerning his Father's Barbarity ; and among the 
reſt, that he really had a Deſign to murder her, 
the ſurer to ſecure her Fortune; which horrid 
Deed had certainly been perpetrated, had he not 
timely contrived the Means of her Eſcape. But 
all that he could urge, was in vain ; the King 
Had been ſo much prepoſſeſt by Don PE DRO cf 
a criminal Correſpondence between him and that 
Lady, that all he ſaid appeared but as the Effects of 
Gallantry to fave a Miſtreſs, who, conſidering her 
Attractions, and the Misfortunes of his own Form, 
K was no wonder he ſhould riſque every thing for. 
But, with: what Words can ſo unexampled a Ge- 
be prais d! — Perceiving his Zeal to 
Sow: had parker werk'd "4 contrary Metz. th 
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tor ſome time, as the Son's Barharity had de- 
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noble-minded Marco reſoly'd to give a- fatal 
Proof of his Sincerity, once more addreſſing him- 
ſelf to his Majeſty ; Since that bad -Man, who 
gave me Being, ſaid be, prefers a little ſhining 
Dirt to Honour, Truth and Juſtice, and ſtill per- 
ſits in his Deſign of ruining an innocent Virgin 


entruſted to Eis Care: Thus! continued be, (draw- 


ing his Sword, and falling on it, before any one 
could be quick enough to prevent him) — Thus! 
I releaſe myſelf of the Duty of a Son. — Thus ! 
clear myſelf of the Crimes he has accus'd me 
of — and Thus ! I hope, convince your 

Majeſty, and the yet unbelieving World, that it 
contains not a Jewel of more, worth than Em A- 
NUELL 4A | — Hear, and believe me, Royal Sir ! 
tho long, long I have adot'd the charming Maid, 
conſcious of my own Defects, I ne er 'preſum'd 
to wound her Ears with the unwelcome Tale ; nor 
would I, till my laſt Moment, have ventur d on 
the Declaration, leſt ſhe ſhould have bated, what 
I'm too well aſſur d ſhe never cou'd have lo 
IT what I now have done, be an Offence to Hea- 
ven, I hope you will all ſupplicate my Pardon: 


for, be aflur'd, could I have liv'd with Honour, or 


with Peace,\I had not died fo early; but thus, 
miſerable in all, traduced by him, who ought to 
have been the Protector of my Fame, juſtly de- 
ſpis'd by her I wiſh'd to pleaſe, what could I do, 
but — He could no more ; he had given the 
Wound with ſuch a force, Death found an eaſy 
Paſſage to his Heart, and ſoon deprived him of 
the Power of Utterance. The King ſeemed pro- 
digioully alarmed at ſo uncommon a Teſtimony 
Affection. The Nobles look d on one ano- 
ther, ſtruck with a ſudden Horror. EM AN - 
ELL & forgot her own Misfortunes to lament the 
untimely Fate of ſo deſerving a Youth. But Don 
PEDRO, who, tho' he ſtill and motionleſs: 


privsd 


* 
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ived him of, yet his hurrying Thoughts were 
bag TT __ within, and — all his Soul into 
ſleeping Conſcience rouz'd 

— at leogrh, and Self - Conviction, Remorſe, 
and all the Horrors of Deſperation, at once inva- 
ded him. The wild diſorder to prey on 
any of the meaner Faculties, mounted to the Brain, 
whirling Reflection from her Chain of Cauſes, 
and quite disjointed Reaſon. In this ſudden Fren- 
2y he uttered enough to make all that heard him 
ſenſible of his Guilt ; and the King, rightly judg- 


Ing the Cauſe by the Effect, order'd him to be ta- 


ken away and fecur'd till Time ſhould diſcover 
more. The Perſons, who had appear'd Confede- 
rates in his Deſign, were ſent to the Inquiſition, 
there to be inſtructed in the Pains which perjur'd 
Wretches like themſelves are doom'd to bear in 
another World; and EMANUELEA, and her 
Friends, diſmiſsd with thoſe Eneomiums which 
ber modeſt, but courageous Behaviour merited, 
and a Promiſe given, by the King's own Mouth, 
that he would ſend an immediate Order for the 
bringi 1 all that Don PE Da O had fo un- 
. Tm1s Adventure engroſs d the whole Diſcourſe 
of the Town for a oreat while ; and thoſe who 
were entirely Strangers to the Perſon of EM AN U- 
211 4, were perſectly well acquainted with her by 
Report. It is moſt certain, that her Virtues being 
render d by this publick Notice more conſpicuous, 
gain'd her a much greater number of Admirers 
than otherwiſe the would have bad, if ſhe had 
been no more ſeen, nor known than the 
Ladies ordinarily are ; 7 then the ſame Reaſon 
_— alſo an adequate proportion of Detractors. 
_— to * remarkably diſtinguiſh'd, 
in as remarkably envied and hated, 
eſpecially by thoſe of the 2 Sex; thoſe who 
ns the greateſt Improvement in her Converſa- 
— tion, 
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tion, and whom ſhe moſt inſtructed in any of 
thoſe numerous Accompliſhments, in which ſhe 
excelld, ſecretly wiſh'd her leſs capable of afford- 
ing it; and thoſe to whom ſhe w not be ſeen, 
as finding nothing in them worthy of her Friend- 
ſhip, made it their whole Study, by all the little 
Artifices wy were Miſtreſſes of, to leſſen the 
bri of a Character whoſe Radiency diſco- 
ver d the Imperfections of their own ; but hers 
was too well eſtabliſn'd for any of the Plots laid 
againſt her to ſucceed, and ſhe was fo univerſally 
applauded by all the knowing part of the World, 
that it was ſufficient to be accounted well thought 
of by her, to engage the Reputation of being a 
fhe Woman. —- There were a great many, there- 
fore, who endeavour'd an Intimacy with her in 
no other View; aiming only at the Character, and 
neglecting the real Adva which even thoſe 
who had been the leaſt indebted either to Nature 
or Education, might have found in an Acquain- 
tance with her. Nor did her Charity, and Gene- 
solity of Diſpoſit ion, extend only to the embel- 
lſhing the Minds of thoſe to whom ſhe pro- 
feſs'd -a Friendſhip; ſhe could not think a wor- 
thy Perſon under any Diſtreſs, without preventing 
their Requeſts, by offering every thing in her 
Power to ſerve them: And the' the Fortune ſhe 
was at preſent poſſeſs d of (till Don Pz Dro had 


reſtor d her the much greater part ſtill in his Hands) 


would not allow very conveniently of ſuch Libe- 
ralities; yet ſhe made Preſents, which by their 
Magnificence, had the Receivers been ignorant 
from whom they came, would rather have been 
imagin'd to flow from the Purſe of a Princeſs, 
than that of a private Gentlewoman. Donna B x- 
KILL1A, youngeſt Daughter to her Couſin Don 
2 experienced her Bounty this way; for 

ing condemned, much againſt her Inclinations, to 


has a 
ume 


a Nunnery (as in Spain, where a Grandee 
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numerous Family, and not an equal Affluence of 
Wealth, rather than match them below their 
Birth, tis common to beſtow one or more of 
them in that manner, where for eight or nine hun- 
dred Crowns they are provided for, for their 
Lives) the generous EMANUEZLA never leſt ſol- 
liciting her Father to ſuſpend his Deſign, till ſhe 
ſhould” receive the remainder of her- Fortune, as 
the King had promiſed ſhe ſhould; aſſuring him, 
that ſhe would add to what he muſt be obliged to 
give to place her in a Cloiſter, as much as would 
make her equal to what he deſign'd for her other 
Siſters. — Don JAB x N was very loth to accept of 
what ſhe offer d; telling her it was not only a much 
greater Fayour than he was willing to accept, bur 
alſo a Sum- beyond what ſhe could conveniently 
ſpare ; but- ſhe ſtopp d his Mouth, begging him 
to believe the Company of BYx1L TL 14 was cheap- 
ly purchaſed at that Rate; and that for his other 
Objection, ſhe would eaſily make it up, by re- 
trenching Expences, leſs. pleaſing to herſelf than 
n 
Tuis ady, ſo highly oblig'd to EM A- 
NVELL 7 di Proof Y her Friendſhip, one 
would think ſhould never have obliterated the Me- 
mory of it; but what Engagements are of force 
to bind a 'Thankleſs and Ungrateful Mind ! The 
Averſion ſhe had for a monaſtick Life, was ſoon 
diſcover'd 2 the penetrating Eyes of her Couſin, 
to rom her too great Aﬀettion tor a young 
Fop, who had nothing to recommend him to the 
Approbation of a Woman of Diſcretion 5 and 
talking to her with a little more warmth. than 
was uſual on this Occaſion, the other reſented. it, 
as though ſhe took that Liberty on the account of 
what ſhe had promiſed to her Father, and from 
that Moment <conceiv'd ſo great a Hatred, that it 
grew uneaſy to. herſelf, becauſe ſhe had no Oppor- 


unity to make the gcher feel the Eflefts of it — 


Buy 
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But being naturally as cunning as revengeful, ſhe. 
conceal'd her Sentiments, and, under the Mask of 
Friendſhip, watch'd all her Actions, ſtill hoping 
ſome unguarded Minute might arrive, in which ſhe 
ſhould be able to diſeover ſomething to | 
her for. But not all her Diligence could furniſh 
what ſhe wanted; EMANUEZLLA4, among the 
multiplicity of her Adorers, behay'd herſelf in ſuch 
a manner, that might defy the ſtricteſt Scrutiny —— 
all her Actions — all her Words — all her Looks; 
were govern'd by Prudence, and her malicious 
Obſerver began to think it would be but Labour 
loſt to attempt to blaſt either her Virtue or Repu- 
tation. Bur, alas ! what Courage, what Diſcretion, 
what cool Reſerve, what Sanctity of Wiſhes can 
defend the Heart, when once the God of Love 
has found an Entrance there ! that Tyrant Paſſion 
lords it o'er the Mind, fills every Faculty, and 
leaves no room for any other Thought —— drives 
Conſideration far away —— overturns Reflection 
and permits no Image but itſelf to dwell in Fancy's 
Region. The ſoft and tender Soul of EMA N v- 
EL L A, was a fit Temple for the enſlaving 'Deity 
to work his utmoſt Wonders in; and that ſhe no 
ſooner felt his Power, was not becauſe ſne was 
leſs ſuſceptible than others of her Acquaintancez 
but that her Taſte was more delicate, and ſo many 
different Perfections as were neceſſary to attract 
her Admiration, were very difficult to be found in 
one Man. ä | | 

Bu T Chance, or rather the Character of her 
Charms, at laſt, brought a Perſon to her fight ſo 
conformable to the Idea the had created in her 
Mind, of what would pleaſe her, that ſhe could 
not preſently diſtinguiſh whether it was ſtill the 
fame delightful Viton her extenſive Fancy had 
dreſs d up with all the Ornaments of Art and Na- 
ture, or a real Subſtance. This moſt lovely, this 
pccompliſh'd Gentleman, was call'd EuIT Ius, a 
oy young 
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young Roman Count, who, having viſited almoſt 
all the Courts of Europe, happen'd at this time to 
be at Madrid. He heard talk of Ex AN UEZTET A, 
as of the greateſt Wonder there; and having ſeen 
all the other Curioſities, could not be ſati to 
leave the Place, without firſt being an Eye-wit- 
neſs of thoſe Perſections, which Fame fo laviſhly 
reported. The Carnival! coming on, he had hope 
the Freedom of the Diverſions in that Seaſon, 
might afford him an Opportunity he long had vain- 
ly languiſh'd for: Nor was he deceived. EM A- 
NUELLA, who had not been accuſtomed to thoſe 
ſevere Reſtrictions of Behaviour the Spaniſp Jea- 
louſy obliges the Females of their Family to ob- 
ſerve, was glad to lay hold of all Opportunities 
to indulge the natural Gaiety of her Humour, and 

ied by Donna BEAIIT I 4, and other 
Ladies of her Acquaintance, took part in all the 
innocent Liberties the time allow'd. As they were 
on their Rambles one Day, the watchful Coumt, 
having Intelligence to whoſe Houſe they were go- 
ing, means to be introduced to the er 
of ie: There happened to be a great Aſſembly of 
Gentlemen and Ladies; but preſently informing 
bimſelf which was EMANUE LL A, he fingled her 
out; and in entertaining her, it was difficult to 
ſay whether he gave, or receiv'd. the greater Plea- 
fare. She thought ſhe had never ſeen any thing 
ſo agreeable and witty, and he found her fo far 
ſurpaſſing all the Deſcriptions had been made him, 
that tho he had arm'd himſelf with all the Reſo- 
lution he was Maſter of, to regard her only with Ad- 
miration, a tenderer Paſſion, in ſpite of him, ſoon 
took up all bis Soul — He could not gaze, without 
admiring ; nor admire, without defiring : But tho? 
he found that he had very much receded from that 
Reſolution he had form'd before he ſaw her, yet, 
till he faw her no more, he knew not how much — 
The height of Paſſion is never fo truly * 
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ted as in Abſence — when from our longing Eyes, 
the dear-lov'd Proſpect flies and our tranſported 
Ears no more are bleſt what Senſe cannot be- 
flow, Imagina#ion's Force ſupplies, and brings the 
Charmer to our raviſh'd View — in ſpite of Di- 
ſtance, we ſee! we hear! we graſp the lovely 
Phantom, and - taſte, in Theory, ten thouſand 
Joys; till Reaſon, envious of the airy bliſs, chaſes 
the bright Ideas from our Minds, and ſhows us 
what we are. 

Ir was in theſe waking Dreams the amorous 
Count beguil'd the Pains of Abſence ; but he was 
too much of the Temper of his Sex to content 
himſelf without a Happineſs more ſubſtantial : A 
. Knowledge of his own Attractions, and 

equent Experience how little it was in the Power 
of any Woman to withſtand the Influence of 
them, made him not deſpair of finding the ſame 
Senſibility in EMANUELLA as he had done in 
others ; and imagined he wanted nothing bnt an 
Opportunity to acquaint her with his Paſſion, to 
inſpire an equal one in her. The firſt Step there- 
fore that he made towards the ingratiating him- 
ſelf, was to write; and, beſides the being pretty 
much accuſtomed to ſuch kind of Billeis, the Paſ- 
ſion he was at preſent fir'd with, help'd him to 
dictate one tender enough to make her believe he 
loy'd her, and too reſpectſul, not to give her an 
Opinion, his Deſigns was accompanied. with the: 
ſtricteſt Honour. The Words were theſe ;. 
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To the Incomparable Donna 
EMANUELIA. 


<P EPORE 1 attempt to make known the impai 
tient Diftates of my Soul, I would call all the 
Aids of Wit — of pity-moving Eloquence — and ſoft . 
Perſuaſion, to inſpire my Pen, and teach me Arts 9 
evhich I am yet a Stranger But that à ſecret Im- 
pulſe from within, bids me beware — tells me, Since» 
rity diſdains the Ornaments of Words, and looks moſt 
lovely in her naked Meaning — Yet dare I not pro- 
ceed — O that my Guardian Angel — the Witneſs of 
my Sighs, my Tears, my long endurings, my reſtleſs 
Days, and agonizing Nights, would leave his Charge 
one Moment, and gently whifyer in your Ear bo- 
mach I love == bow much IT ſuffer — At length the 
Secret is reveal d — O -wwonderful Force of ' Paſſion | 
that chile it drives, reſtrains, and ſpeaks in Silence — 
I have confeſs d I love — but, oh | what hope that you I. 
permit me to atteſt this Truth by all the Services of 
my future Life? —— I have no Parents here, no 
Friend, no Merits to excuſe this bold Preſumpt ion, 
and plead my Cauſe —— but if EMANUELL a bas 
a Penetration, ſuch as her Eyes, and Wit, bave 
ſuaded me to think, that has already told her more 
in my behalf than any Tongue could utter. The wild 
Confuſion in my Countenance the Inconnexion of 
my Werds, <ohen all ſurprix dl aſtoniſ d! at the 
Wonders of your Charms, I, by a thouſand ways, be- 
tray d my Senſe of them» the few Hours I bad the 
Bleſſing of entertaining you, at the: Houſe of Don 
FRANCIScO - But Iam too reſuming — 1 fear 
the excellent EMANUELLA, ſo wſed to conquer, re- 
guarded not a Triumph ſo unworthy of ber hag = 
* * | A : 


S # 
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on — If ſo, I am indeed undone == but as 'tis natu- 
ral to <viſh Pity for remedileſs Misfortunes, be ſo di- 
vinely good to allow me that; and if you chance to 
bear of any unhappy Stranger, who falls a Martyr 
to Love's powerful Flame, kno it is be who living or 


ine muſs be 
N Your everlaſting Votary, 
| EMIlLIUS. 


P. S. As I have paſsd many Nights in Contem- 
plation under your Window ; permit me to diſturb 
an Hour's Repoſe of yours with the Muſick this 
Evening about Twelve or One o Clock. 


I F what EMANUELL a felt from the firſt View 
of EM iL Ius was not yet arrived to a Paſſion, it 
was enough to afford an infinity of Pleaſure in 
receiving this ; which, indeed, ſhe was not with- 
out ſome ſecret Expectations of, having, as he 
judiciouſly enough obſery'd, a Diſcernment which 
ſeldom deceiv'd her, and eaſily inform'd her the 
Emotions that appeared in his Face were occa- 
hon'd only by her Preſence ; had ſhe been as, 

uick in diſcovering the Humours of her own 

» the had eſcap'd the greateſt part of the Miſ- 
fortunes -which Con after came upon her 
But, as intimate as ſhe was with Donna Bx- 
R1ILL 14, ſhe forbore to accquaint her with this 
Affair, not out of any ſuſpicion ſhe would betray 
it, or make any Conjecture to her Diſadyantage ; 
but, that perceiving ſhe ſtill carried on an Amour 
with that young Spark already mentioned, ſhe 
thought to acknowledge herſelf a Lover, would 
be to leſſen the Prerogative ſhe took in adviſin 
the other, When Night came, ſhe was very 2am 

lex'd how to get rid of her; and not being 
willing ſie ſhould ſtay till the Count came to the 
Window, made à Pretence of being a little in- 
diſpos d, and ſaid ſhe would go to Bed: But the 
| officious 
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officious Creature would not be ſo put off; and 
being of a ſuſpicious Temper, preſently imagin'd 
there was ſomething more than ordinary in the 
Caſe, that made her Couſin, contrary to her Cuſ- 
tom, ſo willing ſhe ſhould leave her ; and be- 
ſides, ſhe fancied ſhe had been more zohtful 
of Jate than uſual: Therefore putting all this to- 
gether, ſhe reſoly'd, if poſſible, to find out the 
meaning of it ; and imagining that this Night 
might produce ſomething which would tend to a 
Diſcovery, ſhe ſtirr'd not from the Chamber; un- 
der colour of taking care of her till EMANUELT A 
had been ſome time in Bed. Nor after ſhe left 
her, did ſhe retire to her own Chamber; but 
putting out the Lights, conceal'd herſelf in one 
adjoining to her's, and from which ſhe could \ea- 
fily hear every thing that ſtirr'd in it. She had not 
long ſtood Centinel, before ſhe was ſurpriz'd with 
the Sound of Muſick, which the Count had brought 
to ſerenade his Miſtreſs ; ſhe preſently drew nearer 
to a little Window that was. in the Room, and 
the Inſtruments being tun'd, accompanied a Voice 
which in very Harmonious Aecents ſang. theſe 


From bright EMANUELL A's Charms, 
Ab | what Relief is found? 
She every way the Soul alarms | 
And never fails to wound. 
IL 
| Reaſon and Love, once Foes profeſs d, 
Their utmoſt Forces join: | 
And make the moſt obdurate Breaſt, 
Confeſs her all Divine! 
„5 
MNpetber ſbe ſpeaks, or looks, or moves, 
Strange Paſſion be inſpires! _ 
Scorning the Arts of vulgar Loves, 
41 once fbe awes and fires. OI 
2 EM AN u- 
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 EMANUELLA was ſo much accuſtom'd to Gal- 
lantries of this kind, that BEN IILLIA would 
not have thought any farther of this, than any 
other Serenade, had ſhe not immediately after 
the Song heard her open the Window, a Con- 
deſcenſion ſhe never had made before, to any who 
aimed at the Secret to pleaſe her: This was ſufficient 
to aſſure the Fair Inquiſitive, that whoever the 
Perſon below was, he was poſſeſs d of an u 
mon Share of EuMANUETLLA's Favour, and made 
her liſten to the Converſativn they preſently af- 
ter begun, with all the Attention ſhe was able, to 
diſcover, if poſlible, the happy Man fo remarka- 
bly diſtinguiſh'd. 

Tns Moment EMANUEZLL A appear'd at her 
Window, EM1L1VUs, after having made a Sign to 
thoſe that accompanied him to retire, came as near 
as he could to it ; and in a low Voice, Can you 
forgive Divine EMANUELLA ! ſaid he, my keepin 
you from that Repoſe which might probably af 
ford you Entertainments more elegant than any 
you can find abroad. I ſhould be very cruel to 
myſelf, anſeer'd ſbe, and unjuſt to you, ſhould 
the too nice Reſerves of the Country we are in, 
oblige me to ſhun a Pleaſure ſuch as you have 
uſt now afforded me; and as I had my Education 
in a Place of greater Liberties, I ſhall make no 
Scruple of continuing to indulge myſelf in all 
thoſe innocent ones f have been accuſtomed to; 
among which, I account a free Converſation with 
Perſons of your Sex, provided always their Be- 
haviour is what Honour and Decency will allow 
of. The Man ſo favour'd (reſum d the Count) 
muſt be unworthy indeed, who could not form a 
Humour, if not born with him, ſuited to thoſe 
Principles which alone are capable of recommend- 
ing him to a Woman of leſs Virtue than the ado- 
rable EM ANUEL LA. Oh! (continued he, with a 
beſeeching Accent) that Virtue, Honour, and Since- 
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Tity, were the only Requiſites to make the Man'pof- 
ſeſs d of them deſerving EMANUELTL A's Fayour ! 
The Man who can prove himſelf (return i foe) 
poſſeſs d of them, needs no other Qualification to 
a Woman capable of diſtinguiſhing what is tru 
Meritorious. A great deal more of this kind of 
Converſation had doubtleſs paſs'd between them, 
had they net been interrupted by another Set of 
Muſick, who placed themſelves under the Window 
for the ſame purpoſe the Count had done. Em A- 
NUELLA4, Willing to ſhow the Deference ſhe paid 
him, bad him Good-night, and immediately with- 
drew: BE RILLI A, who had heard every Word 
that had paſs'd, made her own Conſtruction of it, 
and rejoiced that ſhe had found ſomething where- 
with ſhe might let the World know EMANUELLA 
was not without her Softneſs, as well as thoſe 
ſhe took the liberty of blaming. 

Bu T while 'ſhe paſs'd the time in a thouſand 
4ll-natur'd Contrivances how to dreſs vp the Affair 
ſhe had diſcoyer'd in the worſt Colours, the Loy- 
ers were. employ'd in Contemplations far diffe- 

rent — EMANUELL 2, who had been extreamly 
charm'd with the Perſon and Behaviour of her new 
Adorer, from the firſt time ſhe ſaw him, was flat- 
tering herſelf with the Idea of a world of Satiſ- 
faction in the Proof of his Sincerity ; and he, on 
the other fide, was no leſs tranſported, that ſhe 
ſeem'd willing to be aſſured he really was what he 
pretended. _ | 

TP ux next Day, at both Morning and Evening 
Prayers, ſhe did not fail of ſeeing him ; . where, 
inſtead of paying her Devotions to Heaven, ſhe 
was buſied in receiving them herſelf from the en- 
amour'd Count. At Night by Appointment ſhe 
entertain'd him from her Window, and thus it 
continued for ſeveral Weeks; be {till ſeeming to 
encreaſe in the feryency of his Paſlion, and ſhe 
in believing it — But while in theſe ee 
Amuſe- 
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"Amuſements ſhe ſuſſered her Soul to be employ'd, 


BER ILL I A was not idle in reporting all ſne knew, 


and a thouſand times more, to every one ſhe was 
accquainted with ; and in a little time 'twas grown 
the common talk, that E MANUEL L A, the reſerv'd 
diſcreet EMAN UE LTA, Was fallen in Love with 
a young Gentleman who was a Stranger in Madrid, 
and from whom ſhe could have no Aſſurance that 


ke was not already married, or under Engage- 


ments, which in Honour ſhe ought not to break 


through. © 
EMANUE LL A, however, was ſo much reſpected 
by all that. knew her, that no one would ſhock her 
Ears with any ſuch Difcourſes till fome of the 
old and Grave having got notice of it, and fearing 
her Behaviour in this Point might ſerve as a Prece- 
dent to their own Daughters and Nieces made no 
Scruple to ſpeak of this Affair to Don Ja »1x with 
a good deal of Severity; and he to repreſent it 
to her as a. very t Soleciſm in that Decorum 
ſhe. had hitherto fo ſtrictly preſerved: She could 
not hear him without a ſenſible Alarm; but, alas! 
ſhe lov'd, and was by this time too far enter d into 
the fatal Maze, to be able to extricate herſelf ; there 
appeared a Proſpect of too much Felicity in con- 
tinuing her Converſation with the charming Count, 
for her to reſign it for any of thoſe dull Conſide- 
rations he endeavour'd to inſpire her with; and 
beſides all this, tho' ſhe had a Wiſdom «far above 
her Years, fhe, in this point, and in many others 
alſo, was apt a little too much to depend on her 
own Strength of Reaſon; and the only Fault ſhe - 


was guilty of, was Self- ill. 


Tu E Adventure being ſo publick, ſhe thought ſhe 
might now communicate it to BERILLI1A ; little 
ſuſpecting it was through her means it had firſt 
been talked of: and that malicious and deſigning 
Creature, glad of this Opportunity to make her 

habe. ſooth'd the 
Hu- 


i 
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Humour ſhe was in, by all the Arts ſhe was Mi- 
fireſs of She talk d continually of the Count, 
ſhe praiſed his Shape, his Air, his Wit; and who- 
ever has known any — Love, will confeſs, 
how dangerous it is for a n, entering into that 
State, to liſten to ſuch . Diſcourſes, of an Object 
which already appears but too Amiable. EM AN v- 
ELLA ck d in the delicious Poiſon, and thought 
the deceitful Inſtiller of it her beſt Friend : Why, 


* foe, ſhould you deprive yourſelf of the Pleaſure 


of converling with the Man you love, and-who' has 
the — Regard for you, only to ſatisfy a buſy 
Crowd, who only becauſe they are them wes i in- 
capable of caſting thoſe refin'd Delights which 
Love affords would deny them to another 
Theſe ſort of A ts won the Fair Deluded, 
intirely to reſolve on holding a Correſpondence with 


the Count : which BY x 1LL 1 4 perceiving, thought 


ſhe might now act as 'ſhe pleaſed ; and _—_ at 
her Ruin, took theſe Means to bring it about, 

I r was. no difficult matter to inform herſelf 
where the Count lodg'd ; which as ſoon as ſhe had 


done, ſhe writ a little Billet to him, the Contents 


6 manner: 


To Colt 'f u 11 Ius. 


My Loan, rer 


TAE Paſſion ewhich Donna EMANUELLA e- 

gards you with, is not ſo much a Secret but that 
J know and pity it : I blame ber not for loving 
a Gentleman of your Accompliſhments , but I have 
too much. Friend ſpip for ber, not to be angry that ſpe 


| confines herſelf to a Reſerve hich makes ber ſo un- 


bappy ; I would very fain have you come to 4 more 
perfeck 
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perfect Under ftanding of each other's Sentiments ; and 
that you may do ſo, have contrivd a way to bing 
you together, in ſpite of thoſe dull Formalities'which 
have bitberto kept you at a diſtance. Be at the Back- 
Gate, which opens into the little Parade, about the 
Hour of Twelve this Evening, and you foall be con- 
ducted to the Preſence of your adored EMANUELLA, 
by ber who'evould be a Friend to both, 


BEKRIL TIA, 


p. S. I know not to what a height the Affactal ion 
of Diſcretion may tranſport EMANUELLA, if ße 
ſould know I ſent to yon; and beſides, it will be 
better taken, if the Contrivance appears wholly your 
n Let this therefore be a Secret; be ready to 
atteſt what you ſpall hear me ſay — and you may 
be happy — Adieu. : | 


WuEg THER EMILLIVUS was really poſſeſs'd 
of all thoſe Qualities which go to the making up a 
perfect Lover, the Reader will be able to deter- 
mine, when his future Behaviour ſhall be related; 
but 'tis certain he had all the Aſſiduity, Impatience, 
Ardency of Deſire of the moſt Paſſionate, and 
could not receive this Intelligence of a Friend fo 
unexpe&ed, and ſo capable of ſerving him, with- 
out an infinity of Tranſport —— He watched the 
Hour, and went according to appointment; where 


he had not waited a moment before BERILTIIA 


appear d to introduce him, He made her a thouſand 
Compliments for the Fayour ſhe did him ; to all 
which ſhe made but ſhort Anſwers, having other 
Matters in her Head. The Family not being 
all in Bed, ſhe told him he muſt be content to 
divert himſelf in Contemplation, till ſhe could find 
an Opportunity to get EMANUELLA into the 
Garden. He bow'd, and obey'd, only entreated 
her to be as expeditious as poſlible, left any body 
oming to welk, as the Sweetneſs of the Evening 

Vor. IV. C | _ wvghke 
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mipht probably invite ſome one or other, he 
ſhould be diſcover'd : Which ſhe aſſuring him ſhe 
would, and placing him in an Arbour where he 
was the leaſt liable to be ſeen, left him to feaſt in 
Imagination on the Pleaſures he was ſhortly to 
enjoy in Reality. | 

SHE kept her Word, and he had waited but a 
very little Time before, he perceiv d her returning, 
and EMANUELLA with her : He reſtrain'd the 
Tranſports of his bounding Heart, and continued 
to conceal himſelf till he ſhould receive his Cue 
from BER IL I 14; and perceiving they were coming 
down the Walk which led to the Arbour he was 
in, ſtood cloſe behind the ſhelter of ſome Jeſſamin 
and Fillaree, with which it was cover'd. As they 
came pretty near, he heard BER 111.14 fay to her 


fair Couſm, Why, my Dear, ſhould you perſiſt in this | 


Severity to yourſelf and him you love? Had you 
but heard with how much Tenderneſs —— with 
how much Zeal — he pleaded for Admittance, and 
begg'd me to aſſiſt his Suit, the Suit of burning, 
raging, deſperate, dying Love, you could not — 
nay, you ought not to have denied him. But ſince 
you have, anſewer'd EMANUE LL a, ſomewhat pee- 
<ifly, why do you now upbraid me with it ? Sup- 

ſe I had not, would you have forgiven me 
Gaſtily teſum d the other.) There is no need (ſaid 
fe) of asking what I would have done, ſince you 
have not put me to the tryal. Well then, (cry d 
BEAITLIA, eaſily perceiving ber Indlinations) fop- 
poſe I really, in pity of his Sufferings, have ventur d 
to admit him ; ſuppoſe he is now in this very Gar- 
den full of impatient Wiſhes, and trembling with 
Deſire to throw himſelf beneath your Feet; Will 
you conſent to pardon what I have done? Em A- 
NUELLA, Whoſe Soul was full of diſorder'd Emo- 
tions, ſcarcely ſuffered her to bring out theſe laſt 
Words, before, And is he here? She cry d. I will 
no longer hide it from you (reply 11 
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and whether you condemn, or thank my Conduct, 
cannot but take the part of a Paſſion which to me 
appears ſo truly meritorious <m- But tis in his 
Words, thoſe Words which contrary to the Laws 
of Friendſhip, wrought me to introduce him, that 
I muſt hope to be clear'd in your Opinion 
Appear! my Lord (cam inued foe, raiſing her Voice 
a little) appear ! and charm her to Forgiveneſs of 
us both. She had no ſooner ſpoke this, than ruſh- 
ing from behind his leafy Screen, he threw him- 
ſelf at her Feet, embraced her Knees, warm'd hee 
Hands with ten thouſand burning Sighs, and miſ- 
ſed no Art of ſoft, ſeducing Love, to melt he? 
tender Soul, and make it all his own. | 
As prodigious a ſhare, as all who knew her ac- 
knowledged her to have of Wit, ſhe ſaw not that 
theſe were common Arts, which thoſe, leaſt capa- 
ble of Paſſion, make uſe of whenever excited, 
either by Intereſt or Vanity; and that both theſe 


W Inducements tended powerfully to draw an At- 


tempt of this kind on her, ſhe might have known, 
had ſhe conſidered how much the Reputation of 
having a vaſt Fortune would gratify the one, and 
her well known, and univerſally admired Per- 
fections the other. But, alas ! not this Reflection, 
nor the Remembrance that a thouſand times ſhe 
had heard from others unmoy'd, the ſelf - ſame 
things which now ſbe liſten'd to, had any Power 
over her — She lov'd — and lov'd in proportion to 
the Delicacy of her other Sentiments — Her No- 
tions were more refin'd — her Paſſion more ele- 
—— than thoſe of other Women; and havin 
bred to believe Sincerity one of the highe 
Virtues, ſhe could not ſuſpect a want of it in the 


Man ſhe had fo good an Opinion of; nor devi- 


ate from the Rules of it ſo far herſelf, as to affe& 
an Anger ſhe was far from being poſſeſs d of 
Her Words, her Looks, her every Action betray'd 
the Wiſhes of her Heart — confeſs d her Tranſ- 


82 port 
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port and told him, that he could not ſue in 
. vain, BERILLI1A was infinitely ſatisfied in the 
Obſervations ſhe made, and that treacherous Crea- 
ture receivd a thouſand publick Teſtimonies of 
Gratitude from the one, and private ones from the 
other, which ſhe was far from deſerving. | 
THE amorous Pair ſtay'd not a long time to- 
gether, leſt any Accident ſhould betray their Con- 
verſe to Don JAB1N or his Lady, whom Em 4- 
NVE ILL A yet was very loth ſhould know the Se- 
cret of her Inclinations — but the perſuaſive Count 
would not depart, without her Permiſſion to re- 
turn the next Night in the ſame manner as he 
had done this —— nor would ſhe have been well 
ſatisfied, had he appear'd leſs preſſing — And they 
took leave with leſs Regret than Lovers uſually 
do, becauſe they both aſſured themſelves of a zea- 
lous Promoter of their common Happineſs in the 
Friendſhip of BER ILT IA. g 
MANN Nights paſs'd over as this had done, 
and at laſt BELL 1 4 having brought things pretty 
near to the pitch ſhe aim'd at, under pretence of 
waiting in the Garden to receive Eu IL IU S, would 
let in her own Lover (who neither being approv d 
of by her Father, nor any of her Friends, ſhe 
could ſee but by ſtealth) and when ſhe found E M A- 
NUELLA and the Count were engag'd in a Con- 
verſation in which a third Perſon might be ſpar'd, 
ſhe conſtantly retir'd to another part of the Gar- 
den, and receiv'd the double Satisfaction of the 
Company of the Man ſhe loy'd, and the Proba- 
bility of undoing the Woman ſhe hated. Not 
that any thing had yet paſs'd between thoſe two 
amiable Perſons, but what was accountable to the 
ſtricteſt Virtue ; yet the Paſſion ſhe found them 
both poſſeſs d of —— the Opportunities ſhe al- 
low'd them the continual Hints ſne gave the 


Count, not to let Modeſty be his Enemy — and 
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of to melt EMANUE LL A's Soul, and turn her all 

into Deſire; gave her liberty Mhh knew Nature 
pretty well) to imagine an * Minute might 
arrive, which might perfectly compleat her baſe 
Deſign, and reduce the envy'd Fair to a Condition 
; both blameable and pitiable. | | 
f THE Y were now arriv'd to ſuch a height of 


1 


„ 


oye confeſs'd, that the moſt binding Vows of 
everlaſting Conſtancy had paſs d between them =— 


t EM1L1US often preſs'd, that the Ceremony of 
. the Church might put ir paſt the power of even 
6 Fate itſelf to deprive him of the Bleſſing ſhe had 
1 made him hope. But EMANUETLLA would by no 
y means conſent, till the return of the Ships ſent 
/ for that purpoſe ſhould make her Miſtreſs of 
. chat Wealth which was her Due. As ſhe then was, 
e ſne might have look d on a Marriage with the 

Count as extreamly to her Intereſt; but as ſhe 
, expected to be, the Advantage was wholly on 


y his Side; And among the other Niceties of 


> her Paſſion, this was one, never to endure to 
d be obliged to the Man ſhe loy'd. Their mu- 
d tual Vows however, and her firm Reſolution to 


marry him as ſoon as this Affair was ſettled, gave, 
as it were, a Sanction to much greater Freedoms 
than otherwiſe he would have dar'd to have ta- 
ken, or ſhe would have permitted ; and at | 
O how dangerous is it to tranſgreſs, even the leaſt 
Bounds of that Reſerye which is enjoined by Vir- 
tue for our Guard ! from one Liberty they ven- 
tur'd on' another, till rapacious, greedy Love, 
too conſcious of his Power, encroached on all, 
and nothing leſt for Honour. b 
DonnA BER1LL1A had too much i 

in theſe Affairs, not to be perfectly eubble of 


a what had happen'd, tho EMANUELL 4's Mode- 
4 ſty, and perhaps already a ſecret Remorſe, would 
ſe not ſuffer her to make any one a Confident in 

this Part of the Story; and the miſchievous Wretch 


„ having 
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having ſo much of ber W ſh compleated,. began 
to ſtudy how ſhe ſhould bring about the remain- 
der; that of expoſing the Diſlhonour her Inſinua- 
tions had in a great meaſure help'd to occaſion, 
and bring on her unhappy Couſin, the Sbame and 
Miſery, as well as Guilt, which waits on a too 
fond Belief. | | 
FoxTUNE ſeem'd to take Pleaſure in aſſiſting 

her Malice ; and before ſhe could find an Oppor- 
tunity to execute any thing ſhe had form'd, gave 
an unexpected Shock, which without her aid, 
would have made a Woman of EMANV ELL A's 
Temper, unfortunate to the laſt Degree ; and it 
was with an Infinity of inward Torment ſhe re- 
ceived the News, that all thoſe vaſt Poſſeſſions left 
her by her Father, and which had been fo long 
detain'd by the Baſeneſs of Don PER Dro, havin 
been diſpos d of, and turn'd into ready Caſh, an 
Bills for the Conyenience of Exportation, by a 
ſudden Storm were loſt, and not above two 'or 
three of the Sailors eſcap'd to bring the fatal Ty- 
dings. So dreadful a Misfortune wou'd ſcarce 
have been fupportable by moſt young Ladies; 
but EMANUSLL a conſidered it in a deeper Senſe 
than barely to be reduc'd from one of the greateſt 
Fortunes to the meaneſt; ſhe had never ſet any 
higher Value on Wealth, than as it might be ſer- 
viceable to her Friends; and now, having one 
who was dearer to her than her Soul —— one to 
whom ſhe had made the greateſt Condeſcenſions, 
and whoſe Eſtate ſhe imagined was not very large, 
and one whoſe ExpeQations would be ſirange}y dif- 
appointed in this Loſs, made her regret it with an 
inconceivable Affliction. She had delay'd. marry- 
ing him, till ſhe was actually in Poſſeſſion of what 
the knew. wou'd make him perfectly eaſy ; and to 
be certain it never wou'd be in her Power to make 
kim any other Preſents thay berſelf, gave her Ago- 

nies 
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nies, which not all her Fortitude could enable her 
to ſuſtain with Patience. Had ſhe been Empreſs 
of the World, EM1L1v s ſhould have ſhar'd that 
Grandure with her; but ſhe lov'd him with a Paſ- 
fon too refin'd, to be content he ſhou'd ſhare 
with her an abje# State of Life. Her Opinion 
had ſet him in ſo noble a Light, that ſhe doubt- 
ed not of his Love, Honour, or Generoſity, and 
aſſur d herſelf that it would be wholly her own 
fault, if the Vows he had made her, were not au- 
thoriz'd by the Ceremony of the Church. NES 
TnE Night after this diſtracting News was 
brought, ſhe would not be perſuaded to ſee the 
Count! and when BERN IL LI A ask'd her what ſhe 
ſhould fay to him, ſhe knew not what to anſwer .. 
Cor.fus'd, and wild, torn with a thouſand different 
Anxieties, ſometimes bid her reveal the fatal Se- 
cret, — Then, with the ſame Breath, recall'd that 
Order. — Tell him, I am undone, ſaid fe.) Tell 
him, that cruel Fate, envious of the Bleſſings of 
his Love, has raviſh'd me for ever from bis 
Sight, — And - preſently after, No, no, (reſum'd 
fre) I will not have him know it yet, — I will 
have the Satisfaction of taking one dear Adieu, 


yet one more fond Embrace before we part for 


Fyer, — Tis poſſible my Grief may riſe to that pro- 
digious Height as to deſtroy me — and at once rid 
me of the Pain of Thought = of Memory ——— 
of curs d Apprehenſion. BEA 1L L IA all this while 
ſeem' d to endeavour to perſuade her to Modera- 
tion, and entreated her not to ſhun his Preſence ; 
telling her, ſhe was certain, to loſe her Sigbt, would 
be an Affliction infinitely more inconſolable to 
him than that of her Eſtate: But the Arguments 
ſue made uſe of to convince her, ſhe contriv'd 


ſhou'd appear tod weak to be of any Efficacy, de- 
' firing nothing more than to be entruſted with a 


Meſlage to him, which ſhe refoly'd to deliver in a 
FT "> 4 man- 
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manner little conformable to that in which it ſhould 


be given. | 

Twice, or thrice, the perplex'd EMAanvu- 
ELL A ſat herſelf down to write to her belov'd 
Eni is, and as oft lamented her Incapacity ; 
the Emotions of her Soul were too violent to per- 
mit any Coherence in her Words. — And after a 
long debate within herſelf what would beſt be- 
come her Paſhon, and her Honour, deſir'd Bx- 


.RILLIA to acquaint him with her Misfortune 


and gave her leave to let him know ſhe regretted 
ſack a Diſappointment, only as ſhe thought it ren- 


dered her more unworthy of him. BER IL L IA 


rejoyc'd beyond meaſure at this Opportunity of ex- 
ecuting what ſhe deſignd; aſſur d her ſhe would 
do in every thing as ſhe had commanded. 
And by this means, ſaid the cunning Ingrate, I 
ſhall make a Tryal of his Conſtancy : For if Men 
are by Nature ſo Self-intereſted as they are report- 
ed, this Account I have to give him, will proye 
his nobleſt Sentiments. The Time for his Ap- 
proach being arriv'd, broke off any farther Di- 
courſe ;-and ſhe went into the Garden to receive 
him, leaving the half-diſtracted EMANUELLA 
almoſt drown'd in Tears. | | 
THE impatient EM IL IUS was waiting at the 
Gate, full of a thouſand tranſporting Reflections 
on the paſt, and pleaſing Expectations of coming 
Joys, when BERII IIA open'd it to him, and de- 
laying to ſay any thing to him of what ſhe had to 
reveal, till ſhe. had brought him into the Arbour, 
the happy Scene which had ſo lately bleſt him; 
ſhe then began to accoſt him in this manner. My 
Lord, ſaid ſbe, I have a Hiſtory to relate ſo lit- 
tle of a piece with thoſe I have already given 
you of ENMANMUELLA's Senſibility of your Me- 
rits; that I know not if you will forgive mei for 
relating it. EMIL I US, whoſe Paſſion was infi- 
nitely greater than what moſt of his Sex, _ 
R ally 
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ally after Enjoyment, are poſleſs'd of, cou d not hear 
"hoſe Words, and miſs 2 NU ELI A from the 
place ſhe us d to be always ready to receive him 
in, without an inexpreſſible Diſorder; which he 
| could not preſently overcome, enough to be able 
to ask what it was ſhe meant. The artful Tray- 
W treſs, obſerving his Surprize, encreas'd it, by 
ſpeaking in this manner, — I ſee, my Lord, 
Geſum d fre) you cannot hear any thing which 
| offers at a Diſcovery of EMaNUELL A's Falſhood, 
| without the utmoſt Concern : Nor do I wonder 
at it, having been Witneſs of ſo many tender 
Proteſtations of an ardent Paſſion on both ſides. 
You may think it ſtrange, perhaps, that I, her 
| Coulin, and her Friend, ſhould tell you this 
but what is there in my power to do, which may 
| conceal an Inconſtancy, which, tho' I ſhould in- 
| vent ten thouſand Stratagems, in ſpite of me will 
ſhow itſelf? I might indeed have made ſome Ex- 
cuſe for her not ſeeing you this Night, which 
might have ſeem'd plauſible enough, but what could 
: I have aid, which could have beguil'd your Im- 
patience in the n ones? — Since then tis 
what you muſt know, ſooner or later, I thought 
it the more generous part to acquaint you with it 
early, and arm you for the Misfortune you will 
doubtleſs hear of in a little time from other 
Tongues than mine. The enamour'd Count felt 
; his Han ſink in him all the time ſhe had been 
ſpeaking, and could hardly aſſume Spirit enough, 
when ſhe had done, to entreat her to let him 
know, in few Words, the Accident that had be- 
fallen him. I will, my Lord ! ſaid foe, — but firſt 
let me deliver the Meſlage I received from Em A- 
NUELLA : She bid me tell you, that having this 
Day an Account of that Ship, in which her whole 
rene was truſted, being loſt, ſhe cannot think 
of Marrying any Man, but one whoſe Eſtate can 
make up for the Deficiency of hers, and that yours 
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cannot, ſhe has been inform'd : Therefore there 
being a Neceſlity of breaking with you, thinks is 
per to ſee you any more — How! in- 
#errupted the Count no more but ſo? a Neceſſity 
of breaking with me — See me no more 
GOOD Heaven! is it poſſible ſhe can ſo ſud- 


denly recede from that height of Paſſion ſhe laſt 


Night profeſs'd, and all at once degenerate into 


| Coldne!s and damn'd Indifference ! — But you 


miſtake her ſure, and what is Over-Tenderneſs 
miſconſtrue Hate You'll ſoon be able to judge 
whether I do or not, (reſum d BER ILL IA, af- 
fecting an Air of Indignation) But I ſhall 
give myſelf no further trouble, but leave you to 
the Proof, ——— With theſe Words ſhe turn'd a- 
way, and ſeem'd as tho' ſhe would have gone out 
of the Arbour ; which ENTILIVs perceiving, 
and . repenting of what he had faid, catch d bold 
of her by her Gown, Stay, Madam, ſtay, cry d be; ) 
Pardon the Diſtraction of a Lover, and eaſe. the 
Pains you've raisd by adding more — Confirm 
the fatal Truth; tell me again my EM AN URTLA's 
loſt that ſhe is unkind — indifferent — falſe — 
and kill me with the Sound. Forbid it Heaven 
(reſum'd fbe, foftning ber Voice, and ſitting down 
again) that Love ſhould have ſuch Power over a 
Heart like yours —— Rouze, rouze, my Lord, 
your Soul, _ 2 nobler l think of 
Her Deceit, iſy, Per jury, and for her 
Charms. Had 12 refed to 11 you, ds] fallen 
as ſhe is from all her Hopes, it had been a gene- 
rous proof of Self-denial ; but now *tis all but 
feign'd, fhe imagines ſeeming to ſun, ſhe more 
engages your Purſuit, and expects to be preſs d to 
3iat ſhe wiſhes —— and ſhe will yield, depend 
upon it, if you inſiſt on the performance of the 


Contract. Still, ſtill, (reſum d the impatient Count) 


you ſpeak in Riddles —— But if ever Pity or Good- 
Nature Way d your Soul, let me conjure yous 
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Madam, to explain. I will (aid fe) but you ſhall 
ſwear firſt by every thing that's Holy, never to. 
utter to EMANUELL A, or any other Perſon, what 
I am about to ſpeak. I do (ch be) and may 
juſt Heayen renounce me when I break it, Know 
then (purſu'd ſbe) that you have been deceiv'd, 
betray'd into a fiftitious hope 'of marrying one 


-who has been long fince, if Vows have any pow- 


er, another's Wife: Myſelf was preſent at the 


Ceremony; but the unkappy Man was driven from 


her Arms, e'er Conſummation of their Loves. 
EMANUELLA has a Heart too ſenſible of the 
tender Paſſion to be long without an Object to 
inſpire it: in the ſhort Interval you happen'd to 
addreſs her, you know to what a Length her Ac- 
ceptation of thoſe Addreſſes has carried her 
She veil'd indeed her looſer Flame under a Promiſe 
of Marriage, which I have already told you was 
not in her power to make good : However, it 
ſerved - for a Pretence, believing (according to the 
Mutability which is imputed to your Sx) you 
would be well enough ſatisfied to decline your Claim 
before the Return of the Ship —— Her Expecta- 
tions there being croſt by your Conſtancy, and an 
Account ſhe has lately receiv'd of the ſudden Death 
of her Husband, and the Loſs of her Fortune, ob- 
liges her to act the artful Part, and ſeem to be 
averſe to what is moſt her Intereſt ro wiſh —— 
But now, my Lord ! (contiuued ſbe with'a well-coun- 
terfeited Concern) I am arrived to the blackeſt Point 
of all her Character, and what indeed induced me 
to lay open all the reſt -——— She has lately com- 
menc'd a ſhameful Converſation with a Perſon 
whoſe Name I know not; but whom if you bad 

ever ſeen, you would with me acknowledge the 
Depravity of her Taſte -————— But not to grow tedi- 


ous in 2 Relation which can afford you bur little 


Satisfaction, ſhe now, tho' not till now, deſigns 
to de your Wife, and only -yaits your proteſting 
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not to live without her, to engage her yielding to 
ſave you from Deſpair. Hell firſt ſhall ſeize her 
(cry'd the Count, tranſported with the utmoſt Fury) 
Jet her chuſe a Fiend from thence, the fitteſt “a- 
ra mour, and make the Wretch ſhe has choſe her Pro- 
perty. BEAIL L 1A was in ſo much Rapture at the 
Succeſs of her Proje&, that it was very hard for her 
v0 counterfeit. any longer the Concern ſhe had put on 
for the Baſeneſs of ſo near a Relation ; and therefore, 
having afreſh engag'd his Vows of Secrecy, told him, 
a longer Stay might occaſion Suſpicion in E MAN v- 
LILA; and receiving a thouſand Thanks from him 
for her friendly Caution, took her leave, and went to 
EMANUELLUA4, with the Story ſhe had prepared 
for her. | | 

Sx x found that unhappy Lady in the Poſture ſhe 
bad left her, extended on the Floor, in the moſt cruel 
Storm of agonizing Grief, and deſperate Love ; but 
it was not in the Power of all her Sufferings to turn 
the Heart of this more than Barbarian; and when 
ſhe ſaw her rife to meet her, and heard her, with an 
Accent which might have melted a Heart of Ada- 
mant, enquire how 'twas her dear EM1t1vs look'd, 
what *twas he ſaid, and a thouſand ſuch Queſtions, 
which her Tenderneſs ſuggeſted ; ſhe ſat for ſome 
Moments without making any Reply, and when ſhe 
did, it was in this manner: I am infinitely troubled, 
T7 dear Couſin (ſaid BERttLIA) that you em- 
ploy'd me in this Errand ; I know not. what to do, 
whether to relate the Truth, or amuſe you with a 
Falſhood, be the moſt commendable : but ſummon. 
all your Fortitude, arm - yourſelf with Courage to 
diſdain the Baſeneſs, the groveling Diſpoſition of ſor- 
did, ungrateſul Man, Oh Heaven! (cry'd EManv- 
ELLA, ready to faint with Apprebenſion) what means 
BERILL 1A | what has Eu iL Ius done ! All that 
can compleat a Villain ( anſwer'd ſbe) a moſt con- 
flnmare Villain | 7 


Twice 
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Tw1icE did the poor EMANU ELLA ſwoon 
away, before BER IL L 1 A explain'd her cruel Mean- 
ing; but being eager to add to her Affliction, as 
ſoon as ever the was in a Condition to liſten to 
what ſhe faid ; Ceaſe, deareſt Couſin (cry'd fe) 
to mourn ; rather let generous Indignation fire 

our Breaſt, and arm you to diſdain not only the 
perfidious Count, but the whole Race of Man 
The cold, inſenſible, regardleſs Traytor, heard 
me with Tears recount your. Grief, and ſpeak 
what you endur'd in the Neceſlity of parting with 
him, with ſo unmov'd an Air, as tho he were no 
Man, or were unskill'd in his Sex's Arts of Diſſi- 
mulation. At laſt he ſaid he pitied your Misfor- 
tune, twas very unhappy indeed for a young Lady 
to be without the means of keeping up the Gran- 
dure ſhe was born to —— but that you muſt ſtudy 
Patience — that doubtleſs a great many Ladies 
would be very willing to accept of you as a Com- 

ion and he hoped you would not want 
ba me give his Service — and tell you that he 
wiſh'd it were in his power to remedy your Mi. 
fortunes. — I had not Patience, but revenged the 
Contempt with all the Revilings that a Woman's 
Tongue, made keen by the moſt inveterate Malice, 
could utter; but he appeared as unconcern'd at 
this, as at any thing elſe I had ſaid : and making 
towards the Door , would fain have left me to 
rail by myſelf; but I detain'd him for ſome time, 
on purpoſe to vent the Fury I was poſleſs'd of: 
but at length he broke from me, and left me al- 
moſt breathleſs with the Struggle. Here ſhe ſtopp'd, 
expecting what EMANUELLA would reply; but 
what that Lady felt at ſo unexpected, fo ſhocking 
a Relation, was too big for Words! filent the ſtor- 
my Paſſions rolled in her tortur'd Boſom, diſdain- 
ing the mean ' Eaſe of raging or complaining — 
It was a conſiderable time before ſhe utter'd the 


leaſt Syllable; and when ſhe did, ſhe . 
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ſtart as from ſome dreadful Dream, and cry'd, It 
is enough—in knowing one, I know the whole 
deceiving Se Nor will I be a ſecond time 
betray'd —— I'll hide me for ever from their Arts, 
their ſoothing Flatteries, their ſubtle Infinuations — 
no more TI']l hear, or fee, or think of Man —— 
The beſt is baſe——Em1r1vs, Eu IL Ius whom 
I lov'd is baſe ! Few Women but in ſuch 
a Circumſtance would have writ, and upbraided 
the cruel Deſtroyer of their Peace; but EM AN u- 
ELLA*s Soul diſdain'd thoſe Teſtimonies of conti- 
nued Weakneſs, which however bitter they may 
appear in the Expreſſion, the Meaning {till is Love; 
for the Indifferent give not themſelves the Pains. 
It was of this Sort ſhe now wiſh'd to be thought 
by Em1TL1vs, and this Diſpoſition help'd B- 
R1LLI1ATo keep any Diſcovery how much ſhe had 
injur'd him from her Ears. 

BEIN G determined never to be ſeen in Publick 
more, ſhe thought a monaſtick Life the ſafeſt and 
moſt convenient Retirement from the World; and 
- communicating her Intentions to Don JAN 
and his Wiſe, (letting them know no other, than 
that it was the loſs of her Fortune which had made 
her of this Mind) they ſeem'd to think it the moſt 
prudent Method ſhe could. uſe ; and the very next 
Day, without any other Conſideration” than the 
flying from a World in which ſhe believ'd it an 
Impoſſibility ever to be happy, went into a Nun- 
wor be Pourclairs, making choice of that Order, 
as being the ſevereſt; reſolving to puniſh her eaſy 
Belief, and the Condeſcenſion ſhe had made to 
EM1L1vs, in as rigid a manner as was poſſible. 
He, who after be had leſt BER 1 L 14, and began 
deliberately to weigh what had been told him, 
found it very difficult to believe it; and tho' he 
could not imagine for what Reaſon that young 
Lady, who had ſo much befriended him in the 
beginning of his Amour, ſhould invent Stories 8 
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much to the prejudice of a Relation who loy'd 
her, only to break off a Ccrreſpondence with him ; 
yet he was ſometimes about to write to EMANU- 
ELLA in ſuch a manner, as without Breach of the 
Vow he had made to Bxr1Lr114A, would have 
given him ſome light into the Truth : But the 
Conſideration, that if ſhe was not guilty in the 
manner ſhe was accuſed, yet that the Ship in which 


her Effects were, was loſt, was paſt all doubt; and 


that to a young Nobleman, full of Ambition, and 
the love of Grandure, was ſufficient to abate the 
Vigour of his other Paſſion : Beſide, he had al- 
ready enjoy'd her; and where is the Man who 
dies for a repeated Poſleſſion? —— He therefore 
forbore to examine any farther into the Truth of 
the Affair; and though he had ſome melancholy Re- 
flection for a while, yet the natural Gaiety of bis 
Humour diverted them from doing him any great 
Prejudice. | | TE 
Tn E malicious BER1LE1A triumph'd in ha- 
ving remov'd a Perſon whoſe ſuperior Graces 
rendered her's unobſervable, and revell'd in the 
continued Poſſeſſion of the Man ſhe lov'd without 
danger of Reproofſ. EMANUELLA was the onl 
unhappy Perſon ; and it was neither in the power 
of Time, Abſence, Philoſophy, or Religion, to 
obliterate the Memory of EMIL IVS, or aſſuage 
her Sorrows. | 8 


The END of the FIRST PART. 


L 
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Vntimely Diſcovery. 


* n 


1 A n r 3 


E Paſhon which the Count had pro- 
feſsd for EMANUELT.A, was too ſiu- 
cere to be eaſily thrown off; and tho? 
in his Circumſtances, it was wholly im- 


Soul, was no ſooner over, than a great part of his 
former Tendernefs return d. He confider'd, that what 
he had heard was ſo inconſiſtent with her Character, 
and with her Behaviour, that had it come from the 
Mouth of any other Perſon, it would not have found 
the leaſt room in his Belief, Nor could he even from 
5 her 
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her ſet it down for Truth, in ſpight of the Improba- 
bility there appeared, that ſhe ſhould have any Deſign 
in deceiving him into an ill Opinion of a Woman 
whom he knew ſhe had Reaſon to Eſteem — This 
Diviſion in his Thoughts, made him for ſome Days 
ſufficiently diſquieted. Nor was he a little amaz'd, 
and alarm'd, when he was told that ſhe was retir'd 
into a Monaſtery — This Proceeding, he thought 
valily incongruous with the Account BERILL1A 
had given him of her Humour; and he was at the 
greateſt loſs in the World what Judgment to form 
— Fain would he have writ — fain would he have 
made her a Viſit at the Grate of the Pourclairs; but 
the Promiſe her Couſin had exacted from him, de- 
ferr'd him on the one fide ; and on the other, the 
Reflection, that, in caſe ſhe ſhould be found inno- 
cent, he ſhould be obliged to renew thoſe Preten- 
lions, which, as ſhe now was, were no ways con- 
formable to his Ambition —— However, he could 
not reſtrain his Inclinations, which were yet very 
tender to her, and, perhaps, might in time have 
weighed down Intereſt, if a Chance had not hap- 
pened in his Affairs, which turn'd the Balance, 
and proy'd how little Dependance there is on Man, 
when Love and Gratitude are the only Motives to 
engage his Conſtancy. | 

HE was one Morning in his Bed full of uneaſy 
and . perplex'd Meditations, when his Servant 
1 N him a Letter, in which he found theſe 

es: | 


To Count Emilivs. 


74 T you have wronged me in the moſt tender 
Part, I make no more doubt of, than that you 

are a Man of Honour exongh to endeavour a De- 
fence of what you have done. I deſire therefore that 
you evill meet me an Hour hence in the Field of 
St, Cruzada, either to repair the Injuries you haue 
done 


— 


— "—_ — 
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done me by your Life, or by depriving me of mine, put 
an end to the juſt Reſentment of | 
| OcTayia 


Tu k Surprize with which EM1L1v s read this 
Challenge, was proportionable to the Occaſion. 
He could not imagine for which of his Actions he 
ſhould be call'd to account by a Gentleman whom 
he had ſcarce any knowledge of ; whom he had 
not ſeen above two or three times, and whom he 
never had any particular Converſation with: But 
bethinking himſelf what a Man of Honour ought 
to do in ſuch a Caſe, he ask'd if the Perſon who 
brought the Letter waited for an Anſwer ; and 
being told that he did, he call'd for Pen and Ink, 
and immediately return'd one in this manner: 


o 


To Don Octavio. 


| Should be oy forry to be guilty of an Injury h 
any one; and am certain it is as diſtant from ny 
Porver as Inclination, to have done any thing to you, 
Which cou d juſtly occaſion a Summons of the Nature 
I bave received: But ſince I am accus'd of it, an 
ready to give you ſuch Satisfaction as becomes a Gen- 
tleman; and to that end will attend you at that Time 
and Place appointed; being no leſs deſirous to know 
the Reaſon 4<vhich has made you my Enemy, tban 
you are to declare yourſeif one ta © 
- EMIL1IUS, 


HE had no ſooner diſpatch'd this, than he roſe, 


and making what haſte he could to dreſs, was in 


the Field little later than his Antagoniſt ; whom, 
as he came near, he found had his Sword ready 
drawn, which oblig'd him to put himſelf alſo in a 


- Poſture of Defence : But being unwilling to fight, 


without. knowing for what Cauſe — You ſee Don 
4 Oc rA, 


- 
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Octavio | ſaid be, I have obey'd your Sum- 
mons ; but as I am yet unacquainted with the 
Motive which indue'd you to fend it, I defire you 


2 will be juſt enough to inform me, before we en- 
big gage. You feign an Ignorance ( interrupted the 
4 other fiercely) tis impoſſible you ſhould not know, 
* that Rivalſhip in Love is what the Spaiiſp Honour 
5 cannot brook. Were the adorable Ju L14, leſs 
ad worthy of my Paſſion, the long Addrefles I have 
* made her would ſcorn to yield to any new Pre- 
* tender — therefore, defend the Wrong you have 
by had the Boldneſs to attempt, or tamely fall the 
ho unworthy Victim of impatient Jealouſy. 

= Tn ESE Words, and the Name of }JUL14, fo 
k, much ſurpriz d the Count, that he could neither 


anſwer them immediately, nor recolle& himſelf 
enough to parry the Thruſt with which they were 
accompany'd, and he receiv'd a (light Wound in 
the Arm, and was very near ſuffering a ſecond, 
in a place, perhaps, more dangerous, beſore be 
ty had regain'd Preſence enough of Mind to avoid 
ny it. But as his Surprize vaniſh'd, Indignation kind- 


5 led in his Soul, and he ſoon let the other know it 
we was not Fear which had rendered him thus long un- 
m active: the Smart of the Wound rais'd him to an 
1 equal Fury, and he forbore endeavouring to con- 
ve vince the raſy OcTavro of his Miſtake, till he 
xv had puniſh'd his Unadviſedneſs. Being an excel- 
i lent Maſter of his Sword, he not only return'd 


doubly the Wound he had receiv'd, but by diſ- Z 
arming him, - rendered him incapable of giving 
more ; but his Rage diminiſhing with his Adver- 
fary's Power, he generouſly return'd his Weapon, 
defiring ſtill they might be Friends, and that he 
would explain what twas he meant by Rivalſhip, 
and JUL14 ; aſſuring him, that he had no deſign 
on any Lady of that Name. OcTav1o, tho 
he had too much Honour to renew the Combat 
with a Perſon whoſe Power it fo lately had been 
7 ro 


— 
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to have taken his Life, gave him a Look which 
ſufficiently demonſtrated the continued Raneour 
of his Heart, and only telling him, that he knew 
JUL1A too well to believe ſhe cou'd love a Man 
without being firſt belov'd by him, way Dr es 
away, leaving EM1L1vs in a greater Conſterna- 
tion, than his Behaviour had put him in before, 
He could by no means comprehend the meanin 
of this Adventure, nor from what Source the Jea- 
louſy of OcTavio had ſprung. He had heard 
much Talk of a Lady call'd Jur 1 4 ; but he had 
never ſeen her, nor was he certain it was for her 
ſake all this had happened: but from that Moment 
he received a ſecret Wiſh, that he were indeed 
happy enough to be in that Lady's favour, whom 
he had heard ſpoke of as one of the teſt For- 
tunes in Madrid, and a celebrated Beauty. The 
bare Conjecture that there was a poſſibility that 
the might haye ſeen and liked him, went 'a great 
way towards the expelling his Paſſion for a Wo- 
man he had already enjoy d, and who now no lon- 
ger had it in her Power to conduce to the Grati- 
fication of his Ambition. — He ſpent that whole 
Day in Enquiries what fort of a Woman this ] v- 
L 14A was, how large her Fortune, aud who they 
were that had made Pretenſions to her; and from 
all Hands receiv'd, ſuch Accounts, as fill'd him 
with ardent Longings, that OcTavio's Jea 
louſy might have ſomething more in it than an 
imaginary Canſe, He was told by ſome, who 
ſeem'd to know a good deal of her Affairs, that 
that Gentleman for a long time profeſs'd him- 
ſelf her Lofer, but he had of late been deny'd 
the Privilege of viſiting her, tho' for what reaſon, 
was yet a Secret ; and theſe Tidings half con- 
firm'd the pleasd EMI LI Vs, that he was more bleſt 
than he cou'd-have imagin'd. | | 
Bo r, as to inform himſelf as much as poſlible 


of the Truth of this Affair, took up the Don IR 
8 
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Night was employ'd in Contrivances how to make 
the. beſt Advantage of what had been told. He had 
found out where ſhe liv'd, and alſo that being an 
Orphan, the Riches ſhe was poſſeſs d of were en- 
tirely at her own Diſpoſe ; and nothing he thougtt 
now remained for him to do, but to form ſome 
pretty Stratagem, whereby he might become ac- 
quainted with her, without appearing guilty of a 
Boldneſs which might forfeit all the Kindneſs ſhe 
had for him. Few Men had been more fortunate 
in Inventions of this Nature than himſelf ; and 
tis ſcarce to be doubted, but that he would ſoon 
have found one plauſible enough for his purpoſe, 
if he had not been ſpar'd the pains, by receiving 
in the 3 a Billet of a far different kind than 
that which had been brought him the Day before. 
The Contents of it were theſe. 


To Count EMIL IVS 


INC RB we are taught, that of tao Evils 118 
beſt to chuſe the leaft ; to avoid being guilty of 
Ingratitude, I am oblig'd to break through the Deco- 


rum of my Sex, by writing io a Gentleman, to whom, 


I believe, I am altcgetber a Stranger. / 
For the Wound you bave received on my account, I 


can do no leſs in Honour than apply a Balſom; to which 


end, I ſend you the moſt experienc'd Artiſt in this K ing 
dom : And if the 3 of A Oe 1 
be any Reparat ion for the Offe nce, give you my ſolemn 
Promiſe the raſo OcT Aa v1o ſoall dearly repent his 
Inſolence, if I have any of that Power over bim hoe 
pretends, | | g 

And tho ſuch an Invitation may be thought too 


great a Freedom, I Gall be glad to make you ſenſible 
| by Word of Mouth, as ſoon as you are in a Condition 


to come abroad, how much I regret the Injury bas 
been done you I a Perſon, ſo little qualified to me- 
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rit your Converſation, has hitherto eſcap d your Ne. 
tice, the Meſſenger, who brings this, can inform 
=chere you may know more of the Sentiments of 


Juri. 


Arrzx having mention'd the Inquietudes he 
was in, to find a proper Method to introduce him- WW * 
ſelf to this Lady, twould be needleſs to expref be 
the Pleaſure this Letter gave him, He comman- ſe 
drd that the Perſon who brought it ſhou'd be 4 
ſhew'd up into his Chamber; and finding he ap * 


pear'd like a Gentleman, uſed him in the moſt 4 
g handſome manner imaginable. The other ſoon ” 
inform'd him, that he was a Surgeon, and that he by 
was order'd by Donna JuL1iadeVEnEgLtito' Wh ” 
attend him with all poſſible diligence till his Wound Ml *! 
was cur d. And though the Count aſſur'd him it was fu 
but a Scratch, and unworthy his Regard, yet he 
wou'd needs apply a Plaiſter to it; and pulling 4 
4 out of his Pocket a Scarf made of Silver Gauſe, V 


and curiouſly embroider'd with Crimſon and f 
Green, and a Locket to faſten it together, which Wt © 
had a Cypher in it with the Letters of her Name Wh 7 
Net round with Diamonds of a very great Value, 
told him, ſhe bad ſent him that to bind his Arm.— \ ſ 
A Man of leſs Gallantry, and leſs Inclination to . 
be well in the Eſteem of ſuch a Lady as Donna 
JuL14, would ſcarce have refus'd fo obliging a 
Preſent ; and it is eaſy to imagine, that he ſuffer d 
it to be put on with a Pleaſure ſuitable to the Fa- 
vour of the Sender He intreated him to ſtay, 
and order'd a gentee] Morning-Repaſt to be got 
ready, while he withdrew to his Cloſet to an- 

- Fwer the welcome Billet, which he did in theſe 
Words. | 
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To the moſt Excellent Donna 
 Joria de VENIIII 
| #027 fo trifing as that which I received 
from the Hand of Don OcTav1o requir'd not 


a Balſam of that Divine Nature your Coodneſs bas 
beſtoy'd,—You rather, Madam | ffould have re- 


ſero'd your Pity for thoſe Wounds the Fame of your 


Accompliſhments has already made but too deep, ard 
hich (I had almoſt ſaid I fear) your Eyes will ren- 
der incurable, but by Death, or a Condeſcenſion, ſuch 
as 'twwou'd be the utmoſt Vanity to hope —— But 
whatever Deſtiny you infli&, cannot but be glori- 
ous ; and certainly, the next Bleſſing to the Heaven 
of ry in your Favour, would be dying in the Pur- 
ſuit of it. 

I wear, moſt angelick of your Sex | the juſteſt 
Senſe of your unmerited Favours at my Heart, and 
our admirable Scarf on my Arm; which tho it in- 
fuſes not Pains of the ſame Nature as thoſe of Her- 
cules's Shirt, <vill differ but little in their Conſe- 
quence, tif ever you ſhould diſcontinue to allow me 
the Effects of that Infinity of Merey you ſeem at pre- 
ſent poſſeſt of, and reſuſe me the Privilege of avoy- 
ing that I an | 

The Divine JUL1A'S 


Everlaſting Slave, 


EMIL IVS. 


X | | 
If the Sword of Oc r Av 10 had emptied my Veins 
of the beſt part of their Blood, that Tide of Extaſy 
Jon have inſpired me with, avould fill them up again, 
and give a nobley Life, and added Vigour, to bear 
me 
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me to your Feet with bumbleſt Gratitude and ſubli. 
meſt Foys. — Delay then my impatient Wiſhes no In. 
ger, ibis Day permit me to offer ap my Soul, an 0b. 
lation — F your Acceptation, no otherwiſe thay 
by its Sincerity. 


Tux Surgeon, who eaſily gueſs'd at the 
Lady's meaning who had ſent him, went away 
perfectly pleaſed that he ſhould be able to give 
her an Account of EM IL 1v $*s Behaviour, which 
he knew would be ſo much to her Satisfaction. 
And the Count extreamly lifted up at this uner- 
pected Turn of good Fortune, forgot every thin 
in the Contemplation of the Advantages he ould 
enjoy in marrying a Woman of Donna JL IA“; 
Quality and Eſtate ; which that it was in his power 
to do, he might very well ſuppoſe, when ſhe had 
made him ſuch Advances. It is not to be doubted 
but that he took all poſſible Care in the dreſſing 
himſelf that Day, to ſecure the Conqueſt he had 


gain'd and having no Orders to make a Secret 


of his Viſit to her, he went into his Chariot at- 


tended by two running Footmen, and four - others 


all in rich Liveries — But, alas! there needed not 
all this Pomp to engage the already enamour d 
JUr.1A : She had for a long time been the Slave 
of Love; ſhe ador'd the charming Count from the 
firſt Moment ſhe beheld him, which happen'd to 
be at Church ſoon after his Arrival; and after 
many fruitleſs Endeavours to become acquainted 


with him, and hearing of his Engagements wih 


E MANUEL L A, ſhe fell into a Melancholy, which 
had like to have coſt her her Life = Don Oc T 4- 
Vio bad made his Addreſſes to her for many 
Months, and at firſt flatter'd himſelf with hopes 
of Succeſs ; but perceiving a ſudden Alteration in 
her Humour, immediately imagined it to proceed 
from the Love of ſome other Perſon : And not 
able to diſcover any thing of the Truth, he : 10 
| | 0 
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Gund means, by bribing a Prieſt, (for what will 
not Gold influence the Minds of ſome People to) 
to get into the Confeſſional Chair at the time 
when ſhe was to come to confeſs ; and by tel- 
ling her that her Melancholy, if not cauſed by 
ſome ſpiritual Remorſe for any Faults ſhe might 
have been guilty of, was finful ; and if ſhe did 
not disburden herſelf ro her ghoſtly Father, and 
endeavour by Works of Penance to merit Abſolu- 
tion, her Caſe was more deſperate than ſhe was 
aware of ! frighted her ſo, being naturally pretty 
much bigotted to the Religion ſhe had been edu- 
cated in, that ſhe eent)y confeſs'd ſhe was in 
Love. With whom ? (cry'd out the pretended Fa- 
ther) for if it be a Perſon worthy of you, I will 
undertake to make you happy with him. To 
which again ſhe as innocently as before anſwer'd, 
EM1L1Us, a Roman Count lately arriv'd at Ma- 
drid — ſhe had ſaid more, but the Lover could 
no longer counterſeit the Prieſt; he threw off his 
Diſguiſe, and ſhowing himſelf to be Octavio, 
upbraided her Ingratitude and Falſhood, as he 
term'd it, and vow'd Revenge on his happy Ri- 
val — It was in vain ſhe endeavour d to deter 
bim, by threatning him with thoſe Penalties the 
Law inflicts on all who dare to prophane the Sa- 
crament of Confeſſion in the manner he had done, 
His Rage was deaf to all Conſiderations, either 
of himſelf, or the Prieſt who had aſſiſted him in 
this Stratagem; and he left her in the Church, 
to ruminate on what had happen'd, while he 
went and pr ed a Challenge for EM1z1vs, as 

ore related — It is not to be fu 
but ſhe had Spies to obſerve his Motions ; but 
they were either too careleſs of the Injunction 
hid on them, or too late to prevent him from 
hebting with the Count: But they brought her In- 
tellgence of all that had happen'd; and ſince 
there was no Miſchief on either Side, ſhe was not 
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a little contented that ſhe had ſo good a Pretence 
to write to EM IE TUS. Nor after the had rece.yed 
his Anſwer, can we imagine ſhe was leſs diligent 
in making herſelf appear as amiable as poilivle, 
than he had been. Not only her own Perſon, but 
her Houſe and Servants were all ſet forth to the 
beſt Advantage, and every thing ſeem'd fo rich, 

Tſo fine, ſo neat, that by the care that was uſed ig 
making it ſo, the expected Gueit mig at eaſily per- 
ceive how welcome a ont he was. 

Tu mutual Deſire each had to pleaſe the other, 
very much heighten'd the Graces ot then both — 
Jvr1,a had a Face and Shape to wiich Nature 
had been ſo extreamly indulgent, that ſhe ltood 
but in little need of any Aids from Art ; but has 
ving had Recourſe to all that even the moſt cu- 
rious had invented, joined to the Pleaſure which 
ſparkled in her Eyes, at fight of an Object ſhe had 

long and ſo ardently languiſh'd to behold, her 

Beauty appeared with ſuch an IIluſtration, as re. 
quir'd a Heart better fortified with Conſtancy than 
was that of EMIL IVS to withſland its Charms 
And though, as handſome as ſhe was, ſhe was by 
many degrees far leſs attractive than the abandon'd 
EMANUELLA; yet he imagined her infinitely 
more ſo -—— O the Enchantments of Novelty | 
the Delights there are in having ſomething to ſub- 
due the pleaſing Fears. the ſweet 
Hopes, — the tender Anxieties —— the thouſand 
nameleſs, ſoft Perplexities which fill the roving 
Soul of Man when in purfuit of a new Conqueſt: 
but after Poſſeſſion are no more remembred —— 
Then cold Civility ſucceeds tumultuous Tranſport — 
When preſent, forc'd Compliments ſupply the place 
of Ardbur; when abſent, curs'd Indifference that d 
impatient Longings — and dull inſipid Gratituit 
ts all the yielding Fair can hope for, even from the 
beſt of Men. Emitivs now thought he 


never Sen any thing ſo lovely as Ju 4.44 8 
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immediately became poſſeſs d with as much real 
Paſſion for her, as a Heart could be, ſo liable to 
Mutability as his was. Love and Wit inſpir'd him 
with a thouſand engaging Soſtneſſes, which - ſhe, 
eꝛger to credit what ſhe wiſh'd, believ'd; and tho? 
ſhe had heard a vaſt deal of his Pretenſions to 
EMANUELLA, ſhe now imagined him ſo intirely 
her own, that it never would be in the power of 
any other Face to make the leaſt Alteration in hig 
Sentiments to her diſadvantage —— She lov'd with 
too ſincere and paſſionate a Flame to be able ta 
difowſe it; and what ſhe confeſs'd not in Word: 
her Eyes ſufficiently inform'd him, and he rea 4 
all the Satisfaction he could hope from this 
Viſit He had her Leave to declare himſelf. 
her Servant — She promiſed to diſcharge all o- 
thers that pretended to that Title — and let him 
know enough of her Inelinations to ſooth Imagi- 
nation with a belief ſhe would in a ſhort time bo | 
brought to yield to all he wiſh'd —— Reſolving by 
his Aſſiduity to render himſelf worthy of the Fa- 
vours he had receiv'd, he waited on her every day, 
and they were ſcarce ever aſunder but in thoſe _ 
Hours which Decency required. | 

THERE was nothing of this Affair a Secret; 
the Jealouſy of OcTav 10, the publick Viſits of 
EMiL1iVUs, and the undiſſembled Condeſcenſions 
of the Lady, engroſs'd the whole- Diſcourſe of the 
Town. But what became of EMANUELE A when 
ſhe heard this News, to whom the ill-natur'd BEA 
RILLIA immediately conyey'd it in the worſt and 
moſt diſtracting Deſcription, her Malice could in- 
vent! ſhe doubted not of his Coldneſs and In- 
gratitude before, by the implicit Faith ſhe put in 
that Wretch who had ſo cruelly betray'd her; bur 
now to be told, to be aſſur'd, with a Million of 
agoravating Circumſtances, that he proffer'd to ano- 
ther all thoſe Soul- attracting Proteſtations by which 
ſhe had been deceiv'd —— to know- another was 
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in poſſeſſion of all thoſe Tendernefſes — thoſe 
ſoft Endearments — thoſe tranſporting Fondneſſes 
that once ſhe thought were her's for ever, gaye 
her 2 too terrible to be conceiv'd but 
y thoſe who have felt the ſame : Yet, in ſpite of 
all ſhe endur'd, ſhe ſtill maintaining her Reſolu- 
tion, of never ſeeing or writing to him more, fim 
and unſhaken ; and the more ſhe heatd of his 
Perfidiouſneſs, the more ſhe thought it beneath 
her to take notice of it. 

Bu T while ſhe was indulging her Deſpair for 
the: many Misfortunes which had already Pefalle 
her, Don JABI1N, and his Lady, who were ex. 
treamly ſincere in their Profeſſions of Friendſhip 
to her, were labouring all they could for her Ser. 
vice. They had a very great Intereſt with the 
Chief of the Nobility, and were ſo induſtrious 
in exerting it, that the Caſe of this diſtreſs d Lady 
being repreſented to his Majeſty's Conſideration 
in terms the moſt prevailing, engag'd him to com- 
mand that Don P&Dro, who was yet at Madrid, 
ſhould out of his own Eſtate make up ſome par 
of the Len ſhe had * ; Which tho' hap- 

ing by the uncertainty of the Sea, were prima- 
. by him, in refuſing to bring over 
her Effects in a more favourable Seaſon. The 
avaricious old Monſter had no way to avoid this 
Decree ; and the Grief of being obliged to obey it, 
together with the Stings he felt in his Conſcience 
for the many Crimes he had been guilty of, threw 
him a ſecond. time into a Fit of raging Mad- 
neſs, of which in -a few Weeks he died un- 

itied by the whole World. The Proviſion which 

the King's Order he had made for EM AN u- 
K L LA, gave her kind Relations hope, that they 
ſhouid have her among them again, and the) 
omitted no Perſumſions, that ſhe would quit that 
auſtere Life, and return to the World again; but 
had Sued which were not in Compab © 
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their power to remedy, ſhe could not endure to 
think of living where there was the leaſt Proba- 
bility of ſeeing the falſe EMIL IVS: and all that 
was ſaid to move her to the contrary, was no more 
than throwing Water againſt the Wind. Don 
JaB1N and his Wife were both of them extreamly 


- troubled, that all they had done for her was in- 


effetual to reſtore her to her former Chearful- 
neſs ; but perceiving that their Endeavours to diſ- 
ſuade her from a monaſtick Life, ſery'd only to 
increaſe her Obſtinacy of perliſling in it ; they at 
length gave her over, not without a Belief that 
the Severities of that Order ſhe had an Intention 
to embrace, would oblige her to change her Mind 
long before her Year of Probation was expired; 
and that ſhe would in a little time be as impatient 
to quit the Convent, as now ſhe appeared at being. 
perſuaded to it. | "9-25 

THESE good People were not deceived in 


their ConjeRures ; they ſoon ſaw the Effect 


fled, though longer ignorant of the Cauſe, — 
n a rauch leſs ſpace of time than they imagined, 
EMANUELLA indeed wiſh'd herſelf in any Place, 
rather than that in which ſhe was; but the Mo- 
tive which induc'd her to that Defire, nay, inforc'd 
her to a Neceſlity of it, was of a nature ſo ſhock- 
ing, ſo terrible to be born, that it requires'a Pen 
infinitely more skill'd in Deſcription than mine, 
to repreſent a Condition of ſo conſummate a 
Miſery. | te | | 

Ir was not many Weeks ſince ſhe had been 
among the Pourclairs, and in that time had not ſo 
much as once thought of the Conſequence, which 
in all probability might attend the guilty Condeſ- 
cenſions, her Exceſs of Paſſion had yielded to EM- 
Los; But now the Hour was come which was 
to make her know, that all ſhe had endur'd from 
the Cruelty of Don PE DVAO —— from the Loſs of 
her Fortune from the Ingratitude and — 4 
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of the Man ſhe loy'd, were trifling Woes in com. 


tition with thoſe in ſtore for her She 
found ſhe was now deſtined to go through all that 
Can be conceived of Shame of Miſery — gf 
Horror — in fine, ſhe found herſelf with Child! — 
with Child without a Husband ! with Child by 
a Man who ſhe had heard from all hands was go· 
ing to be married to another! and what wz; 
yet v orſe, by a Man whom ſhe accounted the vilef, 
and moſt perfidious of his Sex! — What Words — 
may, what Imagination can paint out her Diſtreſ; 
as it deſerves ! She was infinitely more wretch- 
ed than any other Woman world have been in 
the like Circumſtances, by the Addition of a ſupe- 
wor Underſtanding and the Greatneſs of her 

irit, and that Fortitude which had fo well en 
bled her to bear all other Misfortunes, ſery'd her 
but to encreaſe the Miſery of her Condition, and 
prevent her ſiom ſtooping to thoſe Meaſures by 
which ſhe alone could hope to ſecure her Reputa- 
tion, and ſcreen what had happen'd from the 
| Knowledge of a cenſorious and unpitying World, 
Had ſhe now written to the Coum, there was a 
Poſſibility, chat in ſpite of his new Paſſion for 
Donna Ju L 14, all might have been well; his 
former Tenderneſs on the Eclairciſment of her 
Innocence, and the Treachery of BEAILI 14, 
might, perhaps, have return'd : Or if not ſo, which 
indeed after Enjoyment could not be much ex- 

Red ; yet Honour and Gratitude would at leak 

ave obliged him to protect and ſupport her in 
thoſe Miſeries, to which her Love for him had 
reduced her: But this was an Expedient ſhe could 
not bear even to think on; and as often as it came 
Into her Mind, ſhe would reject it with all the 
Contempt imaginable What (ſaid foe) ſhall 
I deſcend to ask a Favour from the Man to 
whom I owe my Ruin? ſhall 1, forgetful 


_ of my Wr ſubmit to be obliged to that curſed 
6 1 * Villais! 
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Villain ? — that inſblent Diſdainer of my Truth 
and Tenderneſs ? No, rather let me ſuffer all the 
Plagues that Heaven can inflit, or Fleſh endure — 
Let me be driven to Want, to Beggery — expoſed 
to publick Infamy, the Sport of every Slave 
or tarrying here, be buried quick — it will be a 
leſs Shock —— leſs Horror than an Obligation to 
that intolerable Fiend ! — the hated, loath'd EM1- 
z1vs ! Thus did the Haughtineſs of her Soul, and 
fatal Conſciouſneſs, how little ſhe had deſerved the 
Treatment ſhe had found, ſuggeſt. Nor was her 
Reſentment leſs pernicious to her than her Modeſty ; 
for as the one prevented her from making any 
Diſcovery to the Count, ſo did the other alſo de- 
prive her of the Power of uttering the leaſt Hint 
of this Affair to Don JAN or his Lady. Bg- 
* 11 L 1A was the only Perſon to whom ſhe could 
perſuade herſelf to reveal it: but Heaven had by this 
time began to inflit on that falſe Creature ſome part 
of the Puniſhments her baſe Actions merited; her 
criminal Amour had by ſome means come to her 
Father's knowledge, and he had ſent her under the 
care of an old Servant into the Country, far from 
Madrid, and the Converſation of her Lover; tho 
had ſhe been in the way of being intruſted, tis 
little probable ſhe would have been of any ſervice : 
But EMANU K LL A, who ſuſpected not her Perfidy, 
received a conſiderable Addition to her Sorrows, 
by being told ſhe was gone, Pity is a prodigi- 
ous Alleviator of Affliction, the moſt violent Grief 
finds ſome Eaſe in complaining ; but when our 
Woes are of a nature as will not admit revealing, 
they prey on our very Vitals, waſte the Spirits 
with unintermitting Anguiſh! and ſeldom fal of 
bringing on Death or Diſtraction, Nothing way 
eyer more deſerving wonder than that this wretched 
Lady did not lay violent hands on her own Life: 


but tho ſhe wiſh'd to die, ſhe forbore being ilty 


of that Act of Horror: Whenever the 
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of her Thoughts permitted her the power of Con- 
ſideration, ſhe would begin to cat about what 
Courſe to take; but then the Impoſſibility there 
ſeem'd of her being able to find any, whereby ſhe 
might conceal her Shame, plunged her afreſh into 
Diſorders, which at ſome times were very little 
different from Madneſs. The Cruelties ſhe in- 
flicted on herſelf in private, ſuch as tearing her Hair 
and Fleſh, faſting, paſſing whole Nights together 
on the Floor; and inſtead of Reſt, giving herſelf 
wholly up to the bitter Anguiſh of her Soul, would be 
too tedious, and too melancholy an Account ! How 
terribly ſhe was abandon'd to Deſpair ; and how 
little ſhe regarded what might bell her, is evi- 
dent, when the Effects of her now dearly repent- 
ed Paſſion, began to grow too great for Conceal- 
ment. Taking the Opportunity of the Nunner 
being on ſome Occaſion open, ſhe went out in 
the Habit ſhe was in, without having taken any 
thought where to go, or to whom {he ſhould ap- 
ply ; it was pretty late in the Evening, and the 
Dusk favour'd her from being taken any notice of; 
till coming into a great Street where were many 
Paſſengers, the ſight of them at a diſtance gave 
her ſo much of Thought, as to be apprehenſive 
of being ſeen, and known ; the Cathedral Church 
therefore of our Lady being near, ſhe ſtepped into 
the Porch, and fitting down in a corner of it, by 
that means e herſelf from the Obſervation 
of any body : But what avail'd it, that when the 
' Darkneſs coming on, the Streets were intirely 
free, ſhe could dire& her Steps to no Place, but 
where either Shame, or the height of her Spirit 
would not ſufter her to go : yet {till keeping 
her Reſolution, that whatever became of her, 
whatever ſhould be the Conſequence of her wan- 
dering, ſhe never would conſent to receive the 
ſmalleſt Sheer or Protection from the ungrateful 
EmL1vs ; ſhe left her Covert, and began her Journey: 
7 | 9 
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tho' ſhe was inſenſible where ſhe went, and wholly 
incapable of deſigning any.thing : Chance therefore 
it was which guided her to that part of the Town 
which led into the great Road to a Village called 
fine : The Knowledge where ſhe now was, for 
being unaccuſtomed to walk, made her but little 
acquainted with the Streets, gave her a kind of a 
ſullen SatisfaRion ; ſhe car'd not wheither ſhe went, 
ſo ſhe went out of Madrid; and the force of that 
Deſire, ſtrengthen'd her to get a good way from 
it, before ſhe found herſelf incapable of going 
farther : But, at laſt, Wearineſs and Fainenef, got 
the better of Inclination ; ſhe could no longer 
purſue her Pilgrimage, and was conſtrained to lie 
down to take fuch Reſt as ſhe could in the 
Highway To add to her preſent Hardſhip, 
which conſidering the Condition ſhe was in, was 
ſuch as no Woman but herſelf, ever 
ſuſtained with Life; it began to rain ſo exceſſively, 
that in a very few Minutes ſhe was wet to the Skin ; 
the Shower was ſucceeded by a Storm of Wind, 
and ſuch dreadful Claps of Thunder, as might have 
ſtruck the moſt couragious Heart with Dread 
But not all the Horrors of this Hurricane, made 
more terrible by the darkneſs of the Night, and 
the forlorn Silence of the Place — Nor all ſhe 
endur'd from its Fury, had the power to make 
her recede from that Reſolution ſhe had form'd, 


or wiſh for Shelter from Emrtius. But in the 


midſt of this diſmal Scene, Fortune ſeem'd to offer 


ber a Gleam of Comfort, as ſhe was lying, her 


tender Limbs expoſed to all the Rage of the unpi- 
tying Elements, and pouring forth Tears almoſt 
as faſt as the Sky did Rain ; ſhe perceiv'd when 
ſhe leaſt expected it, a Light which, ſeem'd to 
be in a Houſe not far off. She had ſo much of 
Self. Preſervation left, as to endeayour to make 
to it, which with much ado, numb'd and faint 
s the was, ſhe did at laſt; ſhe found it as ſhe 
D 3 wiſn d, 
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wiſh'd, a little Cottage, for had it been any other, 
ſhe would rather have continued as ſhe was, than 
gone to ask Relief where there was a Probabil ij 
of being known. The poor good Woman of it, 
who was fitting up tending a ſick Child, receive 
her with as much Hoſpitality as the Place and her 
Circumſtances would afford : She pluck'd off her 
wet Clothes, and gave her a Gown of her own 
to put on, made a Fire, and brought her the be 
Refreſhments ſhe had. But alas ! the diſconten- 
ted EMANUELLA was little capable of taſting any; 
which her kind Hoſteſs perceiving, and gueſhng by 
her Garb and Mien that ſhe was a Perſon little ac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch Hardſuips, intreated to knoy 
what had occaſioned her travelling alone on foot, 
and at ſuch a dreadful Hour and Seaſon. This Ea- 
quiry threw her unhappy Gueſt, into ſuch Returns 
of over- preſſing Grief, that it was a long time be. 
Fore The could” make any Anſwer ; but when ſhe 
had enough recoyered herſelf to do it, ſhe told her 
che truth of her having made her Eſcape from the 
2 only 8 the Reaſons why ſhe 
did ſo, and her Name: But the Woman having 
had many Children herſelf, ſuſpected the former, 
and pitied her extreamly; ſhe would fain have 
aded her to go to Bed, but the other would 
not conſent; and only throwing herſelf croſs it, 
Me paſs'd the remainder of the Night in moſt bit 
ter Lamentations. When Morning came, ſhe begg d 
that ſhe might have thoſe Clothes which had been 
Jent her, believing it might ſerve as a ſufficient Di 
_ guiſe, if by any Accident ſhe ſhould be ſeen by any 
That knew her; and told the Woman, ſhe ſhould 
not only have hers in exchange, but ſome Money 
to boot To which the other willingly con- 
"ſented, not only becauſe of her own Profit, bit 
alſo that believing ſhe was about to proſecute 1 
urnty in which ſhe might be purſued, they might 
be of Service to her. Our unfortunate T . 
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felt as much Pleaſure at this Opportunity of tranſ- 
mographying herſelf, as was conſiſtent with her 
Condition ; and deſigning to go yet farther from 
Madrid, took her Leave. The extream Dirt of 
the Road made it impoſſible for her Feet, unuſed 
to tread ſuch Ground, to bear her as faſt as her 
Deſires would have carried her; but in ſpite of all 
ſbe {till went on, and without making any ſtop 
either to eat or drink, till that day was almoſt ſpent. 
Evening coming on, ſhe went into an Jn», belie- 
ving now ſhe was far enough from Diſcovery —— 
Nature beginning to accuſe her that ſhe ha acted 
an inhuman Part to the unbora Innocent within 
her, who bore its ſhare in all the Hardſhips ſhe 
endured; ſhe order'd ſomething to be got ready 
for her to eat, of which having taken as much as 
her diſ racted Thoughts would give her leave to 
do, ſhe went to Bed, and endeayour'd to compoſe 
herſelf, The extream Weakneſs ſhe was in, 
overcoming all thoſe Perturbations which had ſa 
long kept her waking, ſhe fell into a ſound Sleep, 
and in the Morning —— her Mind as well as Bo- 
dy had been very much refreſh'd by it. — She 
began to conſider ſeriouſly what it was belt for her 
to do; and that natural Vivacity and Spirit, which 
had already carried her through ſo many Difficul= 
ties, now by degrees returning, gave her ho 
ſhe ſhould alſo get through this, with leſs Trouble 
than her Deſpair had at firſt ſuggeſted and 
reſolving to run no farther into Inconvenienciesg 
ſuch as ſhe had paſs d in that little Time ſince ſhe 
had left the Monaſtery, ſhe hir'd a couple of Mules 
and a Guide to conduct her to the next Toren, 
which ſhe was inform'd was Alcala: From that 
ſte delign'd for Guadalaxara, becauſe ſhe thought 
the other not ſo far diſtant from Madrid, but thas 
Don JaB1xN, to whom there was a Neceſlity ſhe 
mult ſend for Money, might» ſend ſome Perſon to 
know the Reaſons of her coming away in ſo ſtrange 
A 
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a manner. Reaſon having now in'd itz 
force, ſhe no ſooner had formed this Deſign, than 
ſhe began to put it in execution; and the People 
of the Houſe furniſhing her with Mies and a Guide, 
ſhe got ſafely to Alcala, and from thence to Guada- 
Iaxara, without any thing happening in her Jour- 
ney worthy of Remark , unleſs it were that ſhe, 
who but a day or two before had ſo wholly given 
herſelf up to Deſpair, that ſhe ſeem'd to dare all 
Kind of Miſeries, now appeared as careful of her 
Life, as before ſhe had been the contrary : But 
this will not be thought ſtrange by any one, who 
conſiders how impo it is for the Exceſs of any 
Paſſion to continue ; a weak Conſtitution, accom- 
ied by a mean Judgment, it immediately de- 
oys, and Death or Madneſs is the Conſequence, 
as it happened in the Caſe of Don Px DR oO, But 
EMANUELLA had a more than ordinary Strength 
as well of Nature as of Reaſon, to ſtruggle with 
the Torrent of her, for a time, impetuous Grief; 
which at laſt enabled her to overcome it, at lealt 
ſo far as *twas requiſite for Self- preſervation, of 
which for a time ſhe had ſeem'd wholly regardleſs. 
Wu ſhe was arrived at Guadalaxara, ſhe 
took Lodgings in a private Houſe ; 3 
chat ſhe had a Husband whom ſhe expected to fol- 
low her in a little time; and to prevent all poſli- 
bility of a Diſcovery, told the People her Name 
was MERC1NA. She took the ſame prudent Care 
alſo in the Directions ſhe ſent to Don JAN, 
wiiting to him in this manner: 
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To Don JAN. 
(THE many Proofs I have received of your Friend- 


Hip, would oblige me to conceat nothing from you, 
evere there no other Perſon but myſelf concerned 
I entreat, therefore, that you will believe I made a 
Secret of leaving the Pourclairs not out of Choice, but 
Neceſſity ; and as ſuch, wouchſafe to pardon it. 
My Affairs requiring an immediate Supply of Money, 
I beg you wwill remit in Bills to the value of about 
two Hundred Crowns, and direct them to be receiu d 
by Donna MERC1NA, at Guadalaxara, near which 
Place I am; that Lady is my particular Friend, and 
will not fail to do me rap in the Truſt I vepoſe in 
ber I deſire alſo that you will write under a 
Cover to ber, an Account of jours and your good 
Family's Welfare, for which I all ever moſs ardently 
petition Heaven , being (however my preſent Circum- 
ftances may oblige me to appear the contrary) in the 
ſincereſt manner, 


Don JaB1N's 
Moſt affectionate Kinſwoman, 
and devoted Servant, 


EM AN UR LLA. 


P. S. I doubt not but your accuſtamed Goodneſs 
will ſtill extend itſelf fo far in my ſavour, as to folence 
whatever Aſperſions may happen to be caſt on m 
leaving the Monaſtery ſo ſuddenly, by ſeem ing to have 
been privy to it, and that it was for no other Reaſon 
than the too great Severities practiſed by that Order. 
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nations; and they were martied in great Solemnity, 
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SxE might have omitted this Jaſt Requeſt : She 
was no ſooner miſs'd, than the true Reaſon of her 
Departure was blazed abroad. One of the Nuns 
being more quick-lighted than the reſt, had diſco- 
vered her Condition ; and after ſhe was gone, re. 
lated it to the whole Convent. What is in the 
Mouths of ſuch a Number, eſpecially of that Sex, 
which is ſeldom ble$'d with Secrecy, and of that 


Sort too who have little elſe to employ their time 


with, cannot be expected to be with-held from the 
knowledge of all who have any Converſation with 
them. EN TIL Is among the reſt was in form d 
of it, which very much help'd to confirm him in 
the Opinion that all BERIILIA had ſaid concern- 


1 ing her Conduct was true: Judging of her Actions 


by that of the generality of Women, few of whom 
would have known themſelves to be in the Circum- 
ftance ſhe was, without acquainting the Perſon 
chiefly obliged to pity, with the fo Dom —— 
He doubted not therefore but chat it had happened 
by him, whom that Monſter of Treachery had 
told him had ſupplanted him in her Affections, 
and that that was the Reaſon ſhe had never writ- 
ten to upbraid the Change of his Humour in his 
Addreſſes to JL 14, as he imagined ſhe would 
have done, if ſhe had been innocent herſelf. _— 
And theſe Corjectures, which tho' in reality the 


moſt injur'ous that could be, appeared ſo reaſona · 


ble, that they entirely deſtroy'd all thoſe ſmall 
Remains of Tenderneſs, his new Deſire for an 


Object yet unenjoy'd, had left him: And now 


entirely devoted to JUL1A, and to the Advanta- 
ges he propoſed by marrying her, left nothing un- 
done which might engage her to conſent, — She 
who was half won before-hand, and had only made 


ſome faint Denials for Form's ſake, eaſily ſuffered 


herſelf to ſeem over-perſuaded to follow: her Incli- 
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in a very little time after EMANUELL A had de- 
ed from Madrid. 

B vr Don JaB1N, who had but too true a gueſs 
at the State of her Afﬀairs, and made no doubt but 
that EMILiVSs was the Man to whom ſhe ow'd 
her Undoing, forbore to aggravate her Afflictions 
by ſending her any Intelligence either of what was 
talk'd of concerning herſelf, or of the Marriage 
of her Lover: But {ending ter the Money which 
ſhe deſir d, and which he eaſily beliey'd ſhe wanted, 
writ no more to her, than to entreat ſhe would 
continue to let him hear from her; and that as 
ſoon as her Affairs would permit, ſne would re- 
turn to Madrid. 

Tuis Supply, and the Belief that every Body 
ſhe had left behind her, were as entirely ignorant 
of her C:rcumſtances as ſhe could wiſh, made her 
as eaſy in them, as could poſſibly be expected. 
Her Courage and uſual Fortitude now, with ſuch 
Succeſs exerted themſelvts, that ſhe waited the 
dreadful Hour, which ſhe knew was ſhortly to ar- 
rive, with all the Reſignation and Patience imagi- 
nable; and at the appointed t me brought a Son 
into the World, who, from the Moment of his 
Birth, ſeem'd to promiſe he would be an Orna- 
ment to it. 5 s 

I am of Opinion, that the greateſt part of my 
Female Peruſers, will imagine this unfortunate 
Lady could regard a Child, whoſe begetting kad 
colt her ſo many Tears, but with Indifterence, and 
that ſhe muſt have look'd on him with more Re- 
morſe than Tenderneſs ; but EMANUELLIA, as 
moſt of her Notions were valily different from 
thoſe of the generality of her Sex, ſo were they 
alſo in this. Had the Ceremony of the Church 
made EM1L1Us as much her Husband, as b 
his Vows he ought to have acknowledg'd himſelf ; 
and had he never ſwerv'd in the leaſt tittle from 
that Conſtancy he had fwora to maintain ag 
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ble, or that Ardency of Paſſion which he once 
profeſs'd, ſhe could not have lov'd his Son with 


greater Fondneſs —— Never did maternal 'Tendex. 
neſs reach to a height more elevated than her's ©. 


A thouſand Lives ſhe would have thought well 


given to have preſery'd this Darling of her Soul — 
All the Ignominy which this Adventure, if divulg'd, 
would bring upon her, was now no longer a Con- 
cern to her — Even Virtue was become leſs dear ; 
and ſhe could ſcarce repent ſhe had been guilty of 
a Breach of it, ſo much ſhe priz'd the Effect — 
and it would only have been with Tranſports of 
unconceivable Affection ſhe had beheld the lovely 
Babe, if the ReſleRion how little it was in her 
power to do for him, had not ſometimes given 
a check to the Pleaſure ſhe took in calling him 
her own. — She felt, indeed, all the Mother's Foy, 
but with it infinitely more Care than N 
attends that Title, and was, as it were, divided 


in her Thoughts between exceſs of Rapture, and 


exceſs of Pain, — But however ſevere the inter- 
vals of the latter might be, ſhe was ſufficiently invi- 
gorated by the former, to be able to ſuſtain them; 
and while ſhe had her dear-lov'd Infant in her 
Arms, and uninterrupted, gaz d upon his growing 
Beauties, nor felt immediate want of any Necel. 
ſary either for him or herſelf, ſne had not the 
power to think too deeply of what future Miſeries 
might befall her; but her ever-varying Fortune, 
which would not ſuſſer her to continue long in any 
ſettled State of Life, made a fudden Change in 
her Affairs, which obliged her to other Conſidera- 
_— than thoſe which at preſent took up her 
Mind. : 

THE ungrateful BER II L IA, who, as I have 
before taken notice, had been ſent from Madrid 
under the Government of a Duenna, ſome little time 
before EMANUELLA left the Powrclairs ; where 
ſhe was carried, was kept a Secret to every _ 
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for the Cauſe of her being baniſhed her Father's 
Houſe, being ber Intrigue with a Perſon he could 
not approve, he reſoly'd to take the moſt prudent 
Meaſures that he could, to prevent the place of 
her Retirement being diſcover d. The Perſon in 
whoſe Charge ſhe was intruſted, had a Siſter who 
liv d'at a ſmall Village call'd Tortol, within a ſhorr 
Mile of Guadalaxara, and there ſhe was to be con- 
ceal'd for ſome time. He had as good as made 


an Agreement for her going into the Convent of 


Franciſcans ; but as he could not be certain, but 
that ſhe might be in the ſame Circumſtances with 
her unfortunate Couſin, he was willing to be con- 
vinced to the contrary, before her Entrance ; and 
for that purpoſe placd her at this Diſtance from 
Madrid, where whatever happen'd might be con- 
ceal'd. The Place where ſhe was kept being ſo 
near Guadalaxara, he writto MoRENA, for that 
was the Name of her who was appointed Guardi- 
an over his Daughter, to make a little Journey 
thither. He order'd her to enquire for a Woman 
calld Mz xc1NnA, and endeavour by her means, 
if poſſible, to come to the Speech of E MAN u- 


' ELLA ; but if that could not be accompliſn d, to 
'inform herſelf —_ Truth of her Affairs, and 


ive him an Account. This Letter — — to 
brought when Mo RE NA was out of the way 
on ſome Buſineſs, Bzxx1LL1A took it in; and 


knowing it to be her Father's Hand, broke it 


open, — She had, ever ſince ſhe had been there, 
thought of nothing, but how ſhe ſhould get away ; 
and was over-joy'd to find EMANUELLA was ſo 
near, reſolving to take this Opportunity of making 
her Eſcape to her, not doubting but the Power 
the other's miſtaken Friendſhip had given her over 
her, would furniſh her with Arguments to pre- 
vail on her to act according to her Deſires. She 
was kept entirely without Money ; and the Belief 
that the was far from any Body who either cou 
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or would furniſh her with means of making 23 
Eſcape, in caſe ſhe ſhould deſire it, made her be 
watched with much leſs Circumſpection than 
otherwiſe ſhe would have been ; and ſhe had an 
Opportunity to go out of the Houſe the very Day 
ſhe had intercepted the Letter. The Weather fa. 
vour'd her Deſign and it being but a ſmall Walk 
to Guadalaxara, ſhe eaſily reach d it before 
Sun-ſer, | 
EMANUELLA had not yet recover d Strength 
enough to riſe, and was prodigioully ſurpriz'd 
when ſhe was told a Lady of a good Appearance 
uir'd for Donna MERCINA, and would not 
be deny'd the Privilege of ſpeaking with her; — 
She had contracted no Acquaintance in that Place, 
and could not imagine on what account a Strar- 
ger ſhould ſeem fo preſſing to ſee her. — But the 
eople of the Houſe acquainting her that they had 
already made all the Excuſes they could 25 the 
Condition ſhe was in, and that every thing wu 
ineffectual to get rid of her, ſhe was at laſt ob- 
lig d to give leave for her Admittance. The Room 
was made pretty dark, and the Bed-Curtains clos d, 
as is uſual in ſuch Caſes : 80 that BEA1LT 1 
could not diſcern who it was ſhe was about to 
ſpeak to; but deſiring that all who were in the 
Room might leave it, ſhe addreſs'd her: in this 
manner: Donna Me xc1na, ſaid ſbe, there is 
but one Excuſe I can alledge for this Intruſion, but 
that. I hope will be a ſufficient one: I doubt not 
but you are acquainted with the Force of Friend - 
ſhip; and will. not chink it ſtrange that to prove 
its Sincerity will carry one to greater lengths than 
this J am inform'd it is in your power to le 
me know where I may find Donna EAN UETLII, 
a Daughter of the late Governor of Porto- Ri. 
Never was there a more tender Regard between 
Perſons of the ſame Sex, than that which my Soul 


paid to this Lady, and which I flatter myſelf l 
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was favour'd with from her; but ſome Accidents 
haye for a long time deprivd me of the Bleſſ 
of her Converſation : nor till this Day, could 
for many Months get the leaſt Intelligence in what 
Part of the World it was I might hope to find 


her — I intreat you therefore to direct my Search — 


I am ſatisfied ſhe will not take it ill when you ſhall 
tell her it is to BEX ILL IA, her Coulin and her Friend, 
that you have made this Condeſcenſion The 
Aſtoniſnment that EMANUELLA was in, to find 
it was ſhe (for ſne immediately knew her Voice) 
kept her from interrupting her till ſne came to 
theſe Words; but then the Joy ſhe felt at this Re- 
covery of a Friend ſo long loſt, and whom ſhe 
thought ſo perfectly in her Intereſt, broke out in 
theſe Expreſſions — Can it be poſlible ! cry d foe, 
throwing open the Curtains, has Heaven in compaſ- 
fion of my Sufferings ſent my dear BERN IE LIA to 
me ? Come to my Arms, my beſt, my only 


Friend EMANUELLA will ever bleſs the Day 


which brought thee here —— "Tis on thy faithful 
Breaſt I may pour out the ſecret Anguiſh of my 
Soul — *T'is from thee I may aſſure myſelf of 
both Advice and Conſolation —— Thou who Lov- 
Fi will Pity me, — A thouſand ſuch like Demon- 


| firations of the ſincereſt Welcome ' ſhe did give 


her, which the other return'd (as ſoon as the Con- 
ſternation, at the finding her ſo much ſooner than 
ſhe expected, was a little over with all the ſeem- 
ing Truth, and tendereſt Love imaginable : And 
what was yet more obliging to her than any thin 

ſhe could ſay to herſelf, ſhe kiſs'd and embrac' 

the Child with an Ardour fo like Sincerity, that 
one who had leſs Confidence in her might eaſily 
have miſtook for it. When the firſt Raptures of 
this meeting would permit them to talk of Buſi- 
neſs, they an to relate to each other all the 
Particulars of their Adventures ſince laſt they part- 
ed: But when EMANUELLA heard by what 
18 OE means 
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means BER1tL1A had been directed to enquire 


for her, and had read the Letter Don JA UI had 


ſent to Mon ENA, ſhe found ſhe had but flat 
ter'd herſelf with an Opinion that the Cauſe cf 
her removal from Madrid had been a Secret, and 


could not forbear expreſſing how nearly ſhe waz 


touch'd at the loſs of that Reputation ſhe had ta. 
ken ſo much pains to preſerve. And this Regret 
was of excellent ſervice to further a Contrivance 
which the wicked BERLLL 1 a had form'd. She 
preſently began to diſſuade her from all thoughts 
of ever returning to Madrid: Nor, ſaid foe, ſince 


Don Jas 1N is fo diligent in his Inquiries, cat 


— be any longer in private here; tho I bare 
een fa fortunate in intercepting one Letter, he 


will undoubtedly write again — Mox ENA knows 


you, and in the Perſon of MERC INA will Ema 
NUELLA be diſcover'd, and every Circumſlance 
of this Affair related. I would adviſe you, ſince, 
when one is determined to be conceal'd, all Places 
are alike, to call in what Money you have in m 
Father's Hands, and quitting Guadalaxara with a 


poſſible Expedition, ſettle in ſome other Town, — 


For my part, if I had leſs reaſon to fly from a 
Father from whom I now no more can hope for 
Fayour, my love for you will oblige me to baniſh 
all other Conſiderations, and continue with you 
till Death enforces a Separation. —— The again 
deceived EMANUELLA highly approv'd of this 
Advice, and thank'd her for it, and for the Offer 
ſhe made of living with her, in Terms which the 


Intentions of the other were far from meriting, 


Since ſhe had reſoly'd to proceed in this manner, 
the' other reminded her, that ſhe muſt not delay 


it; becauſe if they tarried till the Account of her 


making her Eſcape from Mox ENA were ſent to 
her Father, it might poſſibly make him ſuſpett 
his Letter had fallen into her Hands, and that 


they were together. Nothing could be moe 
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natural than this Suppoſition; and for that rea- 
fn EMANUELLA diſpatch'd a Letter to him 
immediately, with a demand of a thouſand Crowns, 
that being the beſt pait of what was her Due ; 
not doubting but by the time it would come to 
her Hands, ſhe ſhould be able to take a Journey. 
BERILLIA alſo writa Letter at the ſame time to 
her Lover, but the Contents of it ſhe took care 
to conceal from her Couſin, only telling her it 
was to upbraid him for the many Misfortunes her 
Paſſion for him had occaſion'd her. After the 
Letters were gone, and they had concluded on 
eyery thing proper for their Expedition, wy be- 
gan to make what Preparations they could for it, 
that when the Anſwers ſnould come, they might 
have nothing to do, but to depart.— EM AN- 
ELLA had her young Son baptized by the Name 
of VicToR1NUS: A Nurſe was provided for 
him, whoſe Circumſtances would permit her to go 
with them to any Place they ſhould make choice 
of ; Mules and a Man-Servant «to attend them were 
hired, and every thing contriv'd, ſs as to be rea- 
dy at a Moment's Warning. | 
How unkindly ſoever Don Ja B 1% might take 
it, that EM ANU ELL A, who ow'd the being Mi- 
ſireſs of ſo much Money wholly to his Interceſſi- 
on, ſeem'd to think him unworthy of her Conſi- 
dence, which way ſhe deſign'd to diſpoſe either of 
that or herſelf, he did not fail to fend it : and 
tho her good Senſe and the Gratitude bf her Na- 
ture, gave her ſome Shocks at treating him in 
this manner; yet the Artifice of the Treacherous 
BERILI 1A, join'd to the innumerable Perplexi- 
ties of her Mind, prevented them from taking ſo 
great Root in her Reflections, as - otherwiſe they 
would have done. | 4 
ALCALA was the Place they had to go 
to, not only becauſe they were boch of them en- 
Urely unknown to any Body there, but alſo, that 
| 17 
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it being famous for Learning. EMANWEZTIII 
thought the young VIC TOAIN US, when he 
grew up fit to receive it, might have all the Ad- 
vantages of it, without her being oblig'd to ſend 
him from her fight; a Misfortune, which her 
Tenderneſs for him made appear to be the mofi 
dreadful that could poſſibly befall her: And tho' 
it being much nearer to Madrid than the Place 
thy were in, yet both of them reſolving to take 
other Names, they might live there with as 
little danger of Diſcovery as in any other City, 
Ir being Evening when they ſet out, they lay 
that Night at an Inn about the mid-way : EMa- 
NUELLA, Who was too fond of her little V 1 c- 


TORINVU $s to ſuffer him to be one Moment from 


her fight, would needs have his Nurſe the Part- 
ner of her Bed, and BERILIL 1 A had one to her- 
ſelf in another Chamber. Tho' on vaſily diffe- 
rent Subjects, both theſe Ladies had ſuthcient to 
employ their Minds. — One paſs'd away the 
reſtleſs Hours in Contemplation on the many 
turns of Fortune ſhe had known, and in imploring 


Heaven, that where ſhe now was going ſhe might 


find a Settlement for Liſe The other was ap- 
plauding her good Genius, for furniſhing her with 
Artifice to bring about almoſt whatever ſhe un- 
dertook : and flattering herſelf with a thouſand 
Joys in ſtore, all owing to her own Wit, her own 


Fertility of Invention, and Perfection in the Art 


of PDiſſimulation. 

Ir was very early in the Morning when Ema- 
NUELLA roſe, and having order'd the Mules to be 
got ready, went herſelf ro awake her Couſin ; but 
was not a little ſurpriz d, when coming into her 
Chamber, ſhe was already up, and gone out: How- 
ever, imagining no more than that, not able to 
fleep, ſhe had aroſe, and was gone to take a walk 
either in the Fields or Garden, bade one of the 


Servants of the Houſe to call her O * 
. | a 
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{aid the fellow to whom ſhe gave this Command, do 


you not know, that the Lady. who laſt Night came 
with you is gone? Gone ! cryd ſe, what 
mean you? She can be gone no farther than to 
take a little Morning Air, therefore prithee make 
haſte to find her, and let her know we are ready 
to proſecute our Journey. Alas! reſum d be, I 
fear ſhe has deceiv'd you — I give you my Word, 
that if ſhe continu'd to ride as ſhe ſet out, ſhe is, 


by this time, ſome Leagues off. EMAanuELLA 


could by theſe Words think no other thay that he 
who ſpoke them was miſtaken in the Perſon ſhe 
enquir'd for, and therefore took the pains to de- 
fri her to him : But he preſently told her, that 
he very well knew who it was ſhe meant ; that 
they had no other Gueſts in the Houſe but thoſe 
that came with her, and that a young Chevalier 
well-mounted had come by Day-break, and took 
her away with him. I leave the Reader to judge 
what -an Aſtoniſhment this Intelligence muſt create 
in the Mind of her who heard it: She was for 
ſome time unable to give any Credit to an Infor- 
mation ſo highly improbable to be true; but 
when ſhe return!d to her Chamber, and found that 
not only every thing that belong'd to her was 
miſling, but alſo a little Cabinet, which ſhe had 
entruſted to her Charge, in which was :contain'd 
moſt of the Money ſhe had receiv'd from Don 
Dix; *tis hard to fay, whether Amazement 
for ſo baſe and cruel an Action, or Grief ſor the 
Misfortunes it muſt of neceſſity ſubje& her to, 
was moſt predominant in her Soul to be be- 
tray'd, robb'd, and forſaken in ſo barbarous a 
manner, by the Perſon whom of all the World 
ſhe had placed the greateſt Confidence i to 
be expoſed with her dear Infant to all the Miſe- 
nes which attend Poverty — to loſe at one 
Sroke all that ſhe had in the World — No means 
leſt her to make the leaſt Provition agaiuſt — 
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and Beggary, was ſomething ſo thocking, ſo dread. 
ful, as rendred all her — uſeleſs. — She 
went into the Room where Nurſe was dreſſing her 
young Maſter for his Journey, and the Sight af 
him made the Reflection of the Loſs ſhe had ſu- 
ſtain'd more terrible to be born: She had not 
Words preſently ro relate what had befallen her: 
and when the good Woman, eaſily perceiving by 
her Countenance that ſomething of ill had hap- 
pen'd, entreated to know the Matter ; ſhe could 
get no more from her, for a good while than, 0 
Nurſe, I am undone ! —— Burt that, cyy'd ſe, is a 
trivial Woe, that lovely Babe, that Charmer at 
your Breaſt, is ruin'd — we muſt ſtarve, Nurſe! 
periſh for want of Bread —— the little All we 
had is loſt —— no means is left us for Support — 
no Hope but in the Grave, —— With theſe and 
the like Exclamations did ſhe make the other ſen- 
ſible, ſomething. very unfortunate had happen'd ; 
but what it was, ſhe was far from being able to 
eſs ; till her Miſtreſs having a little more recol- 
e&ed herſelf, at laſt acquainted her with the whole 
Story. Never did any one bear a greater part in 
the Sufferings of another, than did this faithful 
Creature in thoſe of EMaxnVELLA ; the Affabi. 
lity and Kindneſs with which ſhe had been' treat- 
ed by her, had gain'd as great an Intereſt in her 
Affections in the ſhort time ſhe had been with her, 
as tho ſhe had been bred up with her; and then 
her Tenderneſs for the young VicTorINUS, 
was more than equal to that which Mothers ordi- 
narily feel for their own Children. — She join'd 
in all her Lamentations, and vented ten thouſand 
Curſes on the perfidious and ungrateful Canfer of 
them : But perceiving that this rather encreaſed 
the Piſtraction of EMANVUELL A, than any way 
comforted. her, "ſhe began to change her Talk, 
begging her to be as eaſy as ſhe could, and to pro- 
ceed in her Journey to Alcalas; my ++" 
; quir 
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quir'd which way BERIIL IA and her Conducter 
took; and being inform'd, they went towards that 
Town, ſhe endeavour'd to inſpire her with a hope 
that they might be heard of there. There was 
indeed but little Probability in this Conjecture; but 
as this was not a Place to continue in, the diſtreſs'd 
Lady thought ſne might as well go there as to any 
other Place; and complying with the Perſuaſions of 
her Nurſe, they left the Inn, and in a ſhort time arri- 
ved at Alcala. 

NursE's Predictions had ſo much of Truth 
in them, that on Enquiry they found that ſuch 
Perſons as thoſe they ſought had paſſed through 
the City, but had flaid no longer than to take a 
ſmall Refreſhment, and were gone on the Road 
to Madrid, — To ſend any body after them EM a- 
NUELLA knew would be in vain ; becauſe it wag 
impoſſible they would tarry there, on the account 
of Don Ja B1N : Therefore ſhe was obliged to ſit 
down with the Misfortune, without the leaſt Hope 
ſhe ſhould ever have any Reparation for it ; but 
with what racking Reflexions, thoſe who will but 
give themſelves the trouble of thinking what a Woman 
in her Circumſtances muſt feel, will be better able to 
judge, than all the Deſcriptions I could give, would 
make them, , 

WHAT now could this unhappy Lady do ? She 
was in a Place where ſhe was entirely unacquainted, 
though that ſhe was ſo, was the only Conſol:tion 
ſhe had ; ſhe bad no means of providing for herſelf 
and little Family, and when the Charges of her 
Journey were defrayed, had ſcarce any Money 
remaining — No Condition ſure was ever ſo 
calamitous as her's —— Her Spirits had doubt- 
leſs ſunk beneath the weight of Sorrow, which 
oppreſs d her, if the Vigour of her Care for her 
dear Child had not kept them up. ——- Something 
muſt he thought on for the procuring for bim the 
Neceſſaries of Life, whatever ſhould become of 

Vor. IV. 383 her- 
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herſelf —— and thinking nothing too much to 
do for him, ſhe threw off the fine Lady, endes. 
vour'd to forget whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and the 
Hopes ſhe was bred to, and ſubmitted to the mean. 
eſt, and moſt ſervile Offices for Bread. She 
took a little Lodging in the cheapeſt part of the 
Town, and leaving her Nurſe at home to take 
Care of that which was much dearer to her than 
all other Conſideration, ſhe went every Day to 
a Convent in that City ; where doing Services for 
the Nuns in the manner of an Out or Lay-Siſter, 
ſhe made a ſhift to get as much as maintain'd them, 
tho' in a manner which none who had known her 
before theſe Misfortunes came upon her, could 
have beliey'd ſhe could have liv'd to endure. But 
what will not Love enable one to go through 
what Difßeulties are ſo great bur Inclination can 
Turmount ! She condeſcended to every thing with 
Chearfulneſs, for the ſake of VIcTORIN Us; and 
while ſhe fed her longing Eyes with gazing on his 
Infant-Charms, and Safoed the lovely Innocent in 
her Arms, ſhe thought herſelf not wretched ; and 
Raus all the Night in that ſweet Employment, 

got the Hardſhips of the Day. In ſpite of the 
real Coldneſs with which ſhe had been treated by 
EM1L1us, and the monſtrous Ingratitude and 
Baſeneſs the had been made to believe him guilty 
of, her Soul ſtill confeſs'd the Graces of his Per- 
ſon; his Image was too deeply impreſs'd in her 
Mind, ever to baniſh it thence, tho* effac'd and 
blotted by the Memory of his Crimes. The lit- 
tle VicTor ixus had Features ſo perfectly re- 
ſembling his, that there wanted but Age to make 
them appear the ſame; and this Likeneſs not 4 
little added to the Fondneſs ſhe otherwiſe had for 
him. All the Paſſion ſhe once had for the Father, 
was now tranſmitted to the Son; which join d to 
the ſoft Care which all who are Mothers feel, rais d 
her's to the moſt elevated Pitch that Humanity is 
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Bur, to proſecute the melancholy Hiſtory of 
her Misfortunes ; ſhe had languiſh'd away (for it 
could not be call'd living) ſeven or eight Months 
at Alcala, in the manner already repreſented, with- 
out ſeeing, or being ſeen by any body ſne knew; 
but 'tis probable the one might be owing to the 
little notice ſne took of every thing but what con- 
cern'd her Buſineſs, and the other to the Station 
ſhe was in, ſo far different from that in which 
any one would have imagin'd to have found the 
accompliſh'd, and once ſo much ador'd Em AN U- 


111 A. But one Day being at the Cloyſter-Gate 


on her uſual Employment, ſhe ſaw a handſome 
young — 20 waiting to be admitted to ſpeak with 
the Abbeſs; happening to ſtay a little longer than 
was cuſtomary, ſhe had an opportunity of conſi- 
dering his Face, and faneying at firſt fight ſhe 
knew him, on looking more heedfully, ſoon diſ- 
covered him to be Don Oc Tavro, one whom 
ſhe had formerly many Opportunities of conver- 
ſing with at the Houſe of Don JaB1N, and whom 
ſhe ſince had heard had fought with EMIL Ius on 
the account of Donna JUL 1A. Curioſity made her 
enquire of ſome of the Nuns, who ſhe perceiv'd 
knew him, what had been the occaſion of his be- 
coming one of the Religions ; and was told by 
them, that it was occaſion'd by Deſpair : That Ho- 
nour preyenting him from N any thing 
avainſt a Rival who had given him his Life, he for- 
ook the World as ſoon as his Hopes were at an 
end, by the Marriage of Juri with the Count; 
and that the Abbeſs of that Nunnery being his Aunt, 
be came there to pay his Duty as he paſs'd through 
Alcala in his way to ſome other Part of the Coun- 
try. EMANUE LL A had experienced too much of 
Love and Deſpair, to be ſurprized at the Effect 
ſhe found thoſe Paſſions had caus'd in him; and it 
was with Compaſſion only ſhe reflected on a Change 
lo little to be expected from that Gaiety, which he 
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was once the moſt fam'd for of any Chevalier in 
Madrid. She was highly ſatisfied however in her 
Mind, that her Dreſs, and the Alteration of her 
f had ſo much 3 her, that a 
aly 


Perſon who had been ſo perfe&ly acquainted with 
her Face, ſhould now have any notion he had ſeen 
it before, and began to live with more ſecurity in 
her ht, that ſhe might continue undiſcover d, 
though ſhe ſhould happen to be ſeen even by EM- 
LIUs himſelf, the Perſon of all the World from 
whom, as ſhe then was, ſhe moſt deſir d to be 
conceal'd. But, alas ! it was not ordain'd for this 
unhappy Woman to have any part of her Wiſhes 
compleated; ſhe but hoped to live and die in this 
forlorn Obſcurity, and that alſo was deny'd her : 
It was but a few Days after ſhe had ſeen Oc Ta. 
vio, that a Lady, call'd Donna JAcIN TA del 
FLotEzZEDA, a young Widow of a vaſt Eſtate, 
who us'd frequently to come and paſs ſome Hours 
in converſation with the Nuns, defar'd to ſpeak 
with her; ſhe had often ſeen her at the Convert, 
and taking more notice of the Delicacy of her Hands 
and Complexion, the Sweetneſs of her Voice, and 
the graceful Manner- in which ſhe delivered her 
Words, than many others who had the ſame oppor- 
tunity of obſerving her, imagin'd ſhe had been edu- 
cated in a faſhion which might deſerye a better State 
of Life than what ſhe at preſent livd in; and 
having ſome young Children, believ'd ſhe might be 
a proper Perſon for a Governeſs : She diſcours'd her 
on that Head, and putting many queſtions to make 
trial of her Capacity, found it ſo infinitely beyond 
what even her good Opinion had ſuggeſted, that ſhe 
immediately made her an offer of coming into her 
. Houſe, and aſſur d her of Uſage more like a Siſter 
W n P opoſal extraord 

TH1s Propoſal, though an extraordinary Favour, 
(for Donna Jac TIO not only one of the 
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altogether ſo agreeable to EMANUELLA 2s the 
_ expected. In the firſt Place, ſhe knew 
not how to part with that dear Babe, whom as yet 
ſhe had never been abſent from one Night, and 
whom her very Soul was Wrapt in. And 
in the next, ſhe was unwilling to go into a Family 
where ſhe knew there was always a great Variety 
of Company, for fear ſome one or other might 
happen to know her. The firſt of theſe Rea- 
ſons ſhe made no ſcruple of acquainting Donna 
JacinTA with, and the other ſhe palliated, by 
ſaying ſhe was of a Diſpoſition too melancholy 
to endure the Sight of many People ; and for that 
Cauſe fear d ſhe might be unfit for the Employment 
ſhe would engage her in. ——— But the obli- 
ging Lady would not be deny'd by any means ; ſhe 
had taken a fancy to her, and was reſoly'd to have 
her : She told her ſhe commended the Love and 
Care ſhe ſeem'd to have of her Child, and that ſhe 
would be far from endeayouring to alienate an Af- 
ſection ſo praiſe - worthy, or make her unhappy by 
taking her from that which ſhe fo dearly priz d. 
You ſhall have your Child with you, ſaid fe, both 
that and a Nurſe to look after it ſhall be as wel- 
come as yourſelf ; and as it grows up, I will un- 
dertake to give him an Education equal to my 
own: And as for your other Objections, though I 
think Company the beſt Relief for Melancholy, I 
will not preſs you to come into it — You ſhall 


ſee no body but thoſe whom you think fit. 


Nor will I exact any thing from you, but what ſhall 

agreeable to your own Inclinations. There 
appeared ſo uncommon a Good-Nature and Frank- 
nels in this Lady, as well as Advantage in the 
Offer ſhe made her, that EM AN EL LA muſt have 
thought herſelf both her own and Child's Enemy to 
have refuſed it... She accepted it therefore 
with all the Acknowledgments; of Gratitude ima- 
ginable, and immediately went home to put herſelf 
E 3 """M 
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in as good a Capacity as ſhe could, to return to 
this kind Patroneſs for good and all. Her 

Nurſe was over-joy'd when ſhe heard the News; 
and every thing being ready in a few Hours, all 
the little Family remov'd from daily Care, Scar- 
city, and ſometimes Want, to Eaſe, Plenty, and 
Chearſulneſs : They were receiv'd with a Wel. 
come far beyond their Expectations; had an Apart · 
ment aſſign' d for them, as though they had been 
Gueſts, not to be continu'd Inmates of the Houſe : 
the Servants were order d to treat EMANUELLA, 
who had now given herſelf the Name of PLAc1I III, 
with all the reſpect imaginable, and her Nurſe with 
the ſame Kindneſs, as if it were their own youn 
Maſter ſhe attended. Donna JacinTA was 5 
far from promiſing more than ſhe intended to per- 
form, that, on the contrary, her Words came infi- 
nitely ſhort of her Deeds. Nor was ſhe of that 
flaſhy, uncertain Temper which ſome People are of, 
though accounted Good-humour'd too, 'of being one 
Day extravagantly fond of thoſe they call Friends, 
and. the next ſcarce owning they have any ſuch 
Acquaintance,: She was always the ſame, always 
in one Temper, unleſs it were that her Aﬀections 
ſeem'd every Day to encreaſe to her new Compa- 
nion; but that is little to be wonder'd at, ſince 
this unhappy Fair had a ſtock of Charms in her 
Converſation and Behaviour, which were not to 
be diſcovered all at once: The Amendment in her 
manner of living made alſo ſo great a one in her 
Looks, that ſhe was hardly to be known for the 
Perſon who us'd to be employ'd in Meſſages, or 
whatever other mean Office the Nuns had no more 
Diſcernment than to put her to. —— She now 
began to reſume her ſormer Charms, and appear 
again herſelf JacinTa perceiving her Skill in 
Muſick, Painting, Philoſophy, and all thoſe Ac- 
compliſbments which few but thoſe of Quality can 
afford, or at leaſt take the Pains to have their Chil- 
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dren inſtructed in, could not be perſuaded but that 
ſhe was of Noble Deſeent, and frequently ſollicited 
her to give her the Hiſtory of her Liſe; but the 
other could not be prevailed upon to relate more 
than that her Father _ a Gentleman 7 a diſtant 
Part of Spain, and that by marrying againſt his Con · 
ſent NT Paik who was 2 222 had been 
reduced to many Misfortunes. This was a Story ſhe 
had fram'd for all who had enquir'd into her Affairs; 
nor could all the Kindneſs of this Lady oblige her 
to reveal the Truth: Her Nurſe was alſo extreamly 
faithful to the Truſt ſhe had repoſed in her, nor ever 
divulged the leaft Hint of thoſe Affairs ſhe knew, 
which though but a ſmall Part, was yet enough 
to have made all that her Miſtreſs had ſaid appear 
fabulous. | 

Tuus did ſhe live as happy as a Perſon can. 
live, who lives dependant on the Favour of ano- 
ther : That good Lady took care to confer her Obli- 

tions in ſuch a manner, that they ſuould be as 
ittle as poſſible uneaſy to the Receiver; and the 
ether was fo ſenſible of her Favours, that ſhe at 
length became her's as much through Inclination 
as Duty. She had continu'd with her about. 
a Year, without any thing happening of Moment, 
and ſhe was beginning to think Fortune was grown 
weary of perſecuting her, and would permit her to 
continue in that Aſylum of Tranquility which ſhe 
now enjoy'd : She had no reaſon to imagine ſhe 
ſhould not live and die with this kind Friend; and 
the Experience of her Goodneſs to herſelf, gave 
her a Certainty that the young Vic ToRINUS 
would find the Effects of it in as full a manner, as if 
ſhe were to live. She would often talk to - 
Donna Jacinta in this manner, who, though 
the never heard her without renewing the Promiſes 
the had before made her, yet ſhe endeavour' d to 
put her off from ſach kind of Diſcourſes, becauſe 
ſhe thought. them a kind of Food to that Melan- 
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choly ſhe ſeem'd but too much to give way 


to. They were fitting together one day, when 
a Gentleman and Lady, attended by a grex 
number of Servants, alighted at the Gate, which 
oblig'd Donna JacinTa to go to receive them: 
EMANUELLA continued in her Chamber, the 
other perceiving how much averſe ſhe was to be 
ſeen by any body but the Family, had for a good 
while left ſolliciting her to come into Company; 
but ſhe had not now remain'd long alone, — 
ſhe came running into the Room, deſiring her ſhe 
would oblige her ſo far as to come down — 
ſhe told her, the Perſons that came to viſit her 
were her near Relations, and that the Lady, who 
was moſt paſſionately fond of her Husband, and 
had no Children by him, had happen'd to ſee 
the little VicTrorINUs at play in the Garden, 
and imagin'd him fo like her Lord, that ſhe er- 
preſs'd a prodigious. Impatience to ſee the Mother, 
It would be impoſſible to repreſent the Pertur- 
bations of EMANUELLA 's Soul all the time 
ſhe heard her ſpeak ſhe began to think of 
ſomething, though at preſent ſhe could not well tel 
of what —— a ſort of diſtant Gueſs -— a wild 
Notion of a Poſſibility of ſome wonderful Event — 
a thouſand incoherent unconnected Ideas ran in an 
inſtant through her Mind, and almoſt threw her into 
a Swoon. Donna JAcIN TA was extreamly ſur- 
prized to find ſo ſudden an Alteration in her Coun- 
tenance, and ask'd her if ſhe were not well —— 
No, Madam, (anſwer'd foe, ſcarce able to ſpeak) and 
therefore intreat you would excuſe my appearing 
before this Company. I know not how to do it 
(reſum'd the other) ſince they are ſo very preſſing, 
but will endeayour it at your Requeſt 
though I could wiſh (added foe) that I could prevail 
on you: The Lady, who is my Couſin Germain, 
is marry'd to a Count of tbe Empire, and it may 
- be prodigioully in their Power to She had 
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opportunity to ſay no more, the Perſon ſhe was 
ſpeakin — was now incapable of hearing her, 
and fallen at her Feet on the Floor, quite ſenſe- 
leſs, ——— Amaz'd as ſhe was, ſhe omitted no- 
thing for her Recovery, and throwing Water on 
her Face, ſoon brought her to herſelf ; but the 
Torrent of Tears which guſh'd from her Eyes, as 
ſoon as ſhe open'd them —— the Sighs, which at 
her return or Breath ſeeming as though they would 
exhauſt it quite, made the good - natur'd Obſeryer 


half ſtupify'd with Grief and Wonder: Nothing 


was more apparent, than that ſhe had been brought 
into this Condition only by her being preſs'd to go 
into this Company; and not being able to gueſs the 
Reaſon of it, and perceiving ſhe did not go about 
to ſpeak it — — For Heaven's ſake, ſaid fe, 
what have I ſaid to occaſion this Confuſion of 
your Soul ? Or, what has Count Eu IL IVS, or 
Donna JUL1A done, which ſhould render their 
Preſence ſo hateful to you ? Theſe Words, which 
ſo entirely confirm'd her in thoſe Suggeſtions which 
already had work d ſuch ſad Effects, were very 
near throwing her again into thoſe Faintings from 
which ſhe had ſo lately been recoyer'd ——— but 
muſtering up all the Spirit ſhe had left to ſtand this 
Shock, which of all that had befallen her, ſeem'd 
the moſt terrible, ſhe flung herſelf at the Feet of 
Donna JAC1NTA4, and, with trembling Hands, 
catching hold of her Robe, O pardon me, (ſaid 
ſe, in ſcarce intelligible Accents) pardon me, moſt 
excellent Lady, that I have abus'd your Goodneſs 
with a feign'd Tale I am not the Perſon I 
pretended, but a Wretch unworthy of your Favour 
— a Wretch, who, by one fatal Crime, has 
drawn down all the ſtor'd Vengeance of high 
Heaven on her But, as you have hitherto 
been ſd divinely kind — O caſt me not off at 
once — Expoſe me not to Horrors worſe than 
Death —— than Hell — O ſave me from these 
| 3 
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of Eu IL IUs, and you ſhall hereafter be made 
ſenſible of the whole Truth of my unhappy Story, 
Here ſhe ſtopp'd, and Donna JAacinTA was 4. 
bout to make ſome Reply, when ſhe was preven- 
ted, by the ſudden coming in of EM1L1vs and 
his Lady, with the young VIcToRINUS in her 
hand: The Surprize they were in, that JIAcIN TA 
Ray'd fo much longer than they expected, their 
Impatience to ſee the Mother of a Child whom 
both of them were ſo much charm'd with, made 
them take the Liberty, being told which Room ſhe 
was in, of coming up. EMANUELL A being op- 
polite to the Door, had the opportunity of ſceing 
them firſt; and in the inſtant Diſtraction that 
View gave her, incapable of any Thought but how 
to ſhun it, a Window by Accident being o 
ſhe flew to it, and crying out, Fate thou ha ſt done 
#by worſt | was very near throwing herſelf out of 
it, if Donna JAcIN TA, who, tho' equally ſur- 
priz'd, had her Thonghts more prepar'd for ſuch 
an Adventure, had not been very quick in catch- 
ing hold of her. EM1t1vs, who at once faw 
EMANVELLA and her Deſpair, ſtocd ſor ſome 
Moments like one depriv'd of Motion 

No Words can reach what twas he felt at an 
Object ſo unexpected! ſo alarming ! — the moſt 
ſtrong Surprize, the moſt violent Grief, the moſt 
paſſionate Tenderneſs at once poſſeſs d him, and 
he was as unable to expreſs the Force of either, 
as 1 am to deſcribe it. 

Dod NA JUL 1A, who had but one Paſſion to 
Rruggle with, ſoon overcame that enough to ak 
her Couſin JaciwnrTaA, what had occaßoned the 
Confuſion ſhe beheld, and her own Conſternation ? 
But that Lady, who ſtill held the afflicted E A- 
NUEZLLA in her Arms at the other end of tle 
Room, and was endeavouring to perſuade her 
to Moderation, had not leiſure to make any Re- 


py to what ſhe ſaid, or to eaſe her own 1 5 
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by enquiring the Source of this Aﬀair ; which tho? 
ſhe gue's'd at part of, was far from imagining who 
EMANUELL A really was, of the Cauſes ſhe had 
for Deſpair. EMIL IVS was the only Perſon who 
cou'd unfold this Myſtery, and believing, that ſince 
ſo much had been diſcover'd, 4t were beſt to 
yeal the whole, reſolv'd to do it, tho“ it were 
nice a Point, that it requir'd all the Rhetorick he 
was Maſter of, to handle without giving Offence 
to Donna JI 1A. He was alſo divided in his 
Sentiments, whether it wou'd not more add to the 
Diſorder of EManNUE&LLA to relate the Story 
before her Face, or by taking the Company into 
another Room, leave her in ſuſpenſe ; bur after-a 
little debate in his Mind, he at length concluded 
on the latter as moſt proper; and drawing nearer 
to the Place where Donna Ac iN TA and EM A- 
NUELLA were, addreſſing himſelf to the former, 
Madam, ſaid he, I believe it will be much better 
ſor us to retire, and leave this afflicted Lady tp 
that Repoſe our continuing here may hinder her 
from enjoying. I will not, Madam ! added Þe, 
turning to the other, and bowing very reſbect fully, 
preſume to remain in your Sight, nor return to it 
till thoſe Stains the Treachery of the unworthy 
BEN IL IIA have caſt on my Character are re- 
mov'd then you will find Emitivs has 
not been ſo blameable, as at preſent he appears; 
and will, I hope, admit his Preſence without gi- 
ving him any Tortures by the fight of yours. Ag 
much averſe as EMANUELL A was to hear him 
ſpeak, the Name of BRERRNTITLIA attracted her 
Attention —— in the midſt of her Agonies, in the 
midſt of that Shock of Nature his ſudden coming 
had. given her, ſhe would have been pleas'd ar 
finding him not altogether ſo guilty as ſhe had 
beliey'd him; and fancying there was a poſſibility 
that unfaithful Creature had deceiv'd her, in the 
Repreſentation ſhe had made of him, as well as 
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herſelf in other Affairs, would have been contented 
to have had him repeat what he knew of- her; and 
finding there was now an abſolute Neceſlity of 

thing being diſcover'd, thought the Recital might 
as well be made before her Face: She felt ſome- 
a 5 at her Heart, which gave her an Aſſurance 
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ould not long ſurvive ſo publick an Eclaireiſſ 


ment of what ſhe had done, and was willing to 
ſubmit to the Shame of it, to gratify her Impatience 
to acknowledge herſelf miſtaken in condemning 


the Man, whom, to have found innocent, ſhe would, 


a long time ago, have parted with Life. If, ſaid 


Be, my Lord ! you have any thing to tell me of 
the Falſhood of that wicked Wretch, more than 
what I am already apprized of, 1 beg it may be 
no Secret: Set forth, in what Terms you pleaſe, her 
Faults, and my, Misfortunes; 1 am inur'd to Mi. 


feries of all Kinds, and can endure even this ſeyereſ 


Tryal Perhaps, continu'd ſhe weeping, wit 
greater Fortitude than the reſt, becauſe it is t} 

—— the Jaſt of Horrors I can live to know; 
She made this Requeſt in ſuch a manner, and ac- 
company d it with ſo many Sighs, and ſuch Diſtor- 
tion of her Features while ſhe was ſpeaking, that 
the Count made a doubt whether it was beſt for him 
to comply with it-; and, *tis probable, would have 
evaded it, had ſhe not over, and over again, intreated 
he would relate all he knew, and put a Period to the 
Amazement which his Wife and Donna JANA 
were all this time involv'd in; till finding himſelf 


- preſs'd pt Denial, not only by her, but by thoſe 


two Ladies, who, glad ſhe had propoſed it, ſeconded 
her Defire, was obliged to ſatisfy their Curioſity ; 
which, after having a little recollected what he 
was about to diſcloſe, he did in theſe, or the like 
Words. 

I believe, ſaid he, that for the Satisſaction of all 
here, I need repeat no more than what Bzz1L- 
L 14 herſelf confels'd, when happening to 1 * 
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king the Air, about a Mile from Madrid, I ſaw that 
unhappy Wretch lying on the Graſs, weltring in 
her Blood, wounded in three or four Places, and 
almoſt ready to expire: So ſad an Object rais d 
all that was compaſſionate in my Soul, but when I 
went nearer, in hopes to afford her ſome Relief, 
Words wou'd but poorly make you ſenſible what 
'twas I felt at knowing her to be BERILLIA, 
whom I thought one of the ſincereſt of my 
Friends. I began to teſtify ſome part of my 
Concern, by enquiring by what means ſhe had 
became in that Condit:on, and offering to bind up 
her Wounds; but ſhe wou'd not permit me, but 
diſcovering all the marks of the moſt poinant and 
terrible Deſpair that ever was, told me, all Care 
wou'd be in vain, that ſhe was a dead Woman — 
and that if there was a Poſſibility for her Wounds 
to be healed, ſhe wou'd herſelf make others, which 
ſnou'd be beyond the Power of Art. — And 
then, perceiving my Amazement at hearing her 
ſpeak in this manner, You (cry'd fie) EMiLivs, 
have the leaſt Reaſon to pity me of all the World — 
you I have wrong'd in the higheſt manner. 
O! continu'd fre, in an Agony to which the Rack is 
mean, Heaven never can, for the Injuſtice I have 
done you, nor the Ruin I have brought on the 
innocent EMA NU E L LA both both 
of you I have betray'd traduc'd ; and tho' ſhe 
is the greateſt Sufferer, tis you appear the only 
Criminal, She then, on my Intreaty, and Aſſu- 
rance of Pardon for whatever ſhe had done, pro- 
ceeded to inform me, how cruelly ſhe had accus'd 
me to you, and confeſs d, that all the Intelligence 
ſhe had given me was falſe concerning your clan- 
deſtine Marriage with an inferiour Perſon, who 
lince grown weary of, you had ſent to Andaluzia, 
where he died ; of a ſhameful Intrigue you carry'd 
on with another, even at the time that you per- 
mitted my Addreſſes; and a thouſand ſuch like 
mon- 
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monſtrous Inventions, which I do not very well 
remember ; or if I did, ſhou'd bluſh to wound your 
Ears with. 

EMANVUE LL A cou'd not hear the Recital of ſuch 
vile Accuſations without lifting up her Eves to Hea. 
ven, in token of Aſtoniſhment, that there cou'd 
be fuch Wickedneſs permitted; but reſtrained her- 
ſelf from ſaying any thing -to interrupt him : and 
he went on in this manner. 

Ir may ſeem like an idle Excuſe, cont inu'd the 
Count, for me to ſay in my Defence, that when 
ſhe endeayour'd to bring me to that Opinion her 
baſe Intentions aim'd, ſhe made uſe of all the Ar- 
tifice the Devil eyer taught, and bound me from 
revealing, either by Words or Letters, a tittle of 
what ſhe had ſaid, by Oatbs too terrible to be 
difpens'd wich; ſo I ſhall only ſay, before this La- 
dy who is now my Wite, I at that time thought 
myſelf too much the Husband of EMANUELLAto 
have made my Addreſſes to any other, had 
not the Stratagems of the falſe BRRK 11114 
impos'd ſo artfully on my Belief, as to make me 
imagine the Engagements between us had been 
firſt diſſolv'd by you. But I will not detain 
your Attention, by alledging any thing in vindi- 
cation of a Man, whom, perhaps, you wiſh not 
ſhou'd be clear'd ; and who has it not now in his 
power to repair the Injuries you have ſuffer'd on 
his ſcore. — The dying BEx1LL14, as [ 
was about to tell you, had Breath enough to con- 
feſs. all this firſt part of her Barbarity at large, 
but her Strength decreaſing, ſhe run but ſlightly 
over that which ſhe a'terwards was guilty of to 
you, in confpiring with a young Man, whom ſhe 
for a long time had held a criminal Converſation 
with, to rob you of that Money ſhe had adyis'd | 
you to call out of her Father's hands; — and 
how the Villain, as ſhe was travelling with him to 
Toledo, as he had made her hope, had _ 
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from her, ſlabb'd her, and leſt her in that condi- 
tion in which I found her. - — The Horrors 
which ſeiz d on this poor Wretch, at the approach 
: of Death, would be too dreadful to deſcribe : Never 
| did I ſuſtain a ſhock like what the fight of them 
, occaſion d in me; but, baſe as ſhe had been, I 
| had promis'd her Forgiveneſs ; and indeed, the 
. Penitence ſhe expreſs'd ſeem'd to deſerve it: there- : 
fore, after waiting till I found ſhe had no longer 
Senſe of Pity or Conſolation, I remounted, and 
| rode as faſt as I cou'd into the Town, with the 
f melancholy Account of what I had ſeen and heard, 
to Don JA IN, who, not forgetting ſhe was his 
Child, tho' a diſobedient one, ſent Servants to 
fetch her Body, and bury'd it in a Faſhion fuitable 
to ker Quality. | | FO Fr 
HERE EM1L1ivUs concluded his Narration, 
which. as he expected, put an end to the Wonder 
this little Company had been in, before they had 
any gueſs how PLAC1LLTA and he had been ac- 
anted : but not only his Wife, but JacinTa 
had alſo heard much of EMANUETLLA, the Mis- 
fortunes which the Avarice of Don Px Dro had 
ſubjected her to, the Favour ſhe had found 
from the King, in obliging him to repair part of 
the Loſs' ſhe had ſuſtain'd, — — the Engage- 
ments ſhe had with the Count, their break- 
ing off, —— her going afterward among the 
Pourclairs, ber ſudden leaving them; — 
and the Diſcourſe that fill'd the Town for what rea- 
ſon ſhe had been obliged to do fo. All 
this was no Secret to either of them, and from the 
firlt Diſcovery that PLACIIILIA was EMANU- 
ELL A, they ceas'd to be ſurpriz d at the Effects of 
ſuch a Meeting: But both of them, as well as 
EMANUVELLA herſelf, expected he would have 
taken ſome Notice, in his Diſcourſe, of the little 
Vicrokixvs, who, doubtleſs, had not been left 
unmention d by BER IIIIA ; and whom, ſince 
the 
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cently ſo long uſurp'd. 
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tze clearing of his Mother's Innocence, he could 


make no doubt of being his own Child : 
But that was a Subject he fear'd would be too 
ſhocking to the well-known Niceneſs of Em any. 
k L IL A's Modeſty. —  Befides, he knew not how 
his Wife might take a Repetition of what, by many 


. Circumſtances, ſhe could not but be ſenſible of with. 


out —— Burt that Lady, ſuſpecting the Reaſons of 
his Silence on that Head, and willing to ſhew how 
much her Soul diſdain'd that mean Paton Wives are 
too liable to fall into, taking EMANUELL a by 
the Hand, and preſſing it with a moſt obliging Ten- 
derneſs ; Though, Madam, (ſaid fe) the Count has 
Charms, which created in me a Wiſh to become his 
Wife, long before I had the leaſt Hope of bein 

ſo; I beg you will believe me, when I — 
by all that's ſacred, that had 1 been appriz d of 
the Right you had in him, I would have choſe to 
fall a Martyr to Deſpair, rather than by gratifying 
my Deſires, have been guilty of ſo much Injuſtice; 
nor can I ever yield to be Partaker more of Joys 


to which you have a ſuperior Claim, , unleſs you 


vouchſafe to give a Sanction which the Prieſt had not 
the Power to do: EMIL Ius firſt was yours, — 


is ſtill yours, by all thoſe Ties which cught to 
bind an honeſt Mind ; and if you can torgive the 


Crime he has been but betray'd to act, I here 
refign him, and with him the Title I have inno- 
EMANUELLA, 
who bad liſtened with Surprize to this uncommon 
Generolity, would ſuffer her to proceed no farther, 


but interrupting her — How glad am I 


(ſaid ſbe) to find, before I die, one Woman, whoſe 
Excellence of Nature will preſerve my Sex from 
thoſe Imputations the monſtrous Wickedneſs of 
BE rILLiAa would elſe draw on it: 


But, do not think, moſt incomparable Jv L14, 
that I have a Soul fo little capable of Gratitude, as 
| to abuſe ſuch Goodneſs ; —— EM1L1vs is only 


your? ; 
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yours ; whatever Engagements had paſs'd between 
us, I myſelf diſſolv d. — When, by the 
Loſs of my Fortune I thought myſelf unworthy 
of his Bed, I relinquiſh'd all the Right his Vows 
had given me to him; and his enfranchis'd Heart 
was Le for you, or any Lady whoſe Deſerts 
might clame the Prize, I have nothing to 
accuſe him of, and am too much his Friend, not 
to rejoice that his good Stars directed him, where 
Beauty join'd with ſuch conſummate Virtue cannot 
fail to give him laſling Happineſs. Nothing 1 
cou'd ſay wou'd be ſufficiently Pictured, to paint 
the various Agitations which perplex'd the Soul of 
EM1L1Us all the time they were ſpeaking ; but 
the Matter was too delicate for him, to offer at an 
Interpoſition; and not being able to ſay any thing 
but what might poſſibly cauſe Diſtaſte either in the 
one or the other, he choſe to remain ſilent, and 
leave the noble-minded Ladies to decide the gene- 
rous Conteſt as they pleas'd : When the admira- 
ble JuvL 1 4 thus proſecuted the Deſign, which had 
indue'd her to ſpeak in the manner ſhe had done 
to EMANUELLA, Since, Madam, (ſaid ſte) 
either to the Sweetneſs of your Diſpoſition, which 
will not ſuffer you to render a Woman, who, you 
think, has not ſufficient Fortitude to ſuſtain it, 
miſerable by the Loſs of all ſhe loves, or to the 
lutle Tnclination you have to pardon him, who, af- 
ter the admirable EMANUELLA, cou'd look on 
any other with a Lover's Eyes: To which foever 
of theſe Reaſons I am indebted for the continu- 
ance of the Name I wear, you muſt permit me 
to remind you, there is another Tye, of which you 
have not the power to diſengage EM1L1v s: —— 
This lovely Infant (continu'd ſbe, taking Vic roa ixus 
in her Arms) whom at firſt ſight attracted my Love, 
muſt ever be acknowledg'd as the juſt Heir of all 
lis Father is poſleſs'd of ; —— and give me leave 
alſo, to regard him with a Mother's a | 

an 
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and how many Children ſoever Heaven ſhall be 
pleas d to bleſs me with, make him an equal Sha- 
rer with them of all the little Fortune I can call 


my own. Nay (added ſbe, after a little Pauſe, 
and perceiving, by her Looks, the Confuſion of E u A- 
NUELLA's Soul at theſe Words) as a Teſtimony 
that you are not difpleas'd at the Intereſt I pretend 
to take in this little Charmer, you muſt conſent to 
live with me as a Siſter, — as a Friend, — 
Here Donna IAcIN TA (pitying from her Soul 
the Emotions EMANUuE LL A mult feel at ſuch Ob- 
Jigements from her Rival) thought it was her Place 


to ſpeak ; and interrupting her, No Coulin, (ſaid 


ſe) T muſt put a bar to this laſt Requeſt ; 
I had a Priendſhip for EMANUELL4A, before! 
knew who ſhe was, and cannot conſent to pan 
with her when I find her ſo much more worthy 
my Eſteem : ———— She muſt continue with me 
till Death inforces a Separation —<£— She was 
about to ſay ſomething more, when EM Ar- 
ELLA, over-preſs'd with Shame, with Gratitude, 
with Tenderneſs, and perhaps a mixture of ano- 
ther Paſhon more difficult to be ſupported than all 
the reſt, had no longer Strength to ſtruggle with 
the differing Apitations, and ſunk fainting in her 
Chair : It would be hard to fay, whether the Care 
of bringing her to herſelf, appear'd moſt zealous 
in the * of Donna JuL1 4, Donna ] 4- 
c IN TA, or EM1L1us ; the latter of whom, a: 
ſoon as ſhe was in a Condition of hearing them, faid 
a thouſand tender and obliging things to her; not 
did the generous Partner of his Bed conceive the leaſ 
Diſpleafare at it, but, on the contrary thought he 
never cou'd expreſs a Senſe enough of what that 
unhappy Lady had ſuffer d for him. and wou'd have 


rejoyc'd that Fate had put it in her power to have 


afforded her any Conſolation : but alas! her Mi- 
fortunes were now arriv'd at their utmoſt height, 


and ſoon muſt know a Period with her Life. 
Reſent- 
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Reſentment was all which for a long time had kept 
the Lamp of Life awake, and that being now 
extinguiſh'd in a Flood of ſofter Paſſions, the other 
muſt of neceſſity expire. ——— They ſoon 
found ſhe was too much diſorder'd for Converſa- 
tion, and therefore thought it convenient ſhe 
ſhould be put into a Bed, where, perceiving ſhe 

ew worſe, a Phyſician was ſent for to attend ; 

t from the Moment he ſaw her, he began to 
doubt any Succeſs of his Preſcriptions : In ſhort, 
ſhe died in three days, ot no other Diſtemper than 
a broken Heart; equally lamented by Donna ] v- 
114 as by EMIL IVS and IAcIN TA: Nor did 
they, after her Death, take leſs Care than they 
had promis'd of young Victorinus; each 
ſeem'd to out-vye the other in their Fondneſs of 
him: He was bred in all the Accompliſhments 
which can adorn a Youth of Quality; and after 
the Deceaſe of EMIL Ius and his generous Lady, 
who never had any Children herſelf, was left in 
poſſeſſion of the Fortunes of them both, with a 
conſiderable Addition from the Friendſhip of ] a- 
cINTA : which he makes uſe of with a Nobleneſs 
of Soul, proportionable to the Hopes of thoſe 
who gave him the Means of expreſſing it; and is 
at this day. the greateſt Ornament of the Kingdom 
which claims his Birth. 
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What guards the Purity of melting Maids, 

In Courtly Balls, and Midnight Maſquerades ; 

Safe from the treacherous Friend and daring Spark, 

The Glance by Day, and Whiſper in the Dark + + 

When kind Occaſion prompts their warm Deſires, _ 

When Muſick ſoftens, and when Dancing fires | 
Pop x. 


By Mrs. E LIZ A HATWOO p. 
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col. STANLEY, 

One of his MajzsTrY's Privy- 
Council of the Kingdom of 
Ireland. OTE 


WS A4RIOUS are the Views, 
l which Authors have in Ad- 
a dreſſes of this Nature; and 
con ſidering the Diſpoſition of 
the preſent Age, and the Scare 

«ty. of Worth. ta countenance thoſe extr a= 
vagaut Encomiums in Faſhion among. 
Dedicators, many muft be extreamly at 
a 
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a loſs for even the ſhadow of an Excuſ 
for 4 them. e How will ho 
fore the leſs Fortunate envy my hapyy 
Choice of a Patron, where I have nothing 
to fear, nothing to regret, but my oun 


Inability of praiſing as I ought. 


To be ſpoke well of by all, is to beg 
Prodigy, which I know not if Hiftory af- 
fords us one Example of ; the over=/pread- 
ing Wings of foul Detraction reach from 


the Cottage to the Throne, and ſbed a 
Venom almoft univerſal , but You, Sir! 
are an Exception to this general Rule. 
and tho there are but few, too few, who 
imitate your Virtues, there are yet fewer 
who wiſh they were leſS. —— The Rea- 
ſon of this is obvious, and needs not an 


Explanation, You bave Perfections to 


neceſſary to the Intereſt of the World, not to 
render the Perſon poſſeſs d of them admir d 
and lou —— That uncommon Benefi 


cence of Nature, that ſoft Commiſeration. 
which, induces you to make the Woes of 


all Mankind your own, {with this dif- 
ference alone, that yon are more zealous 
for the Redreſs of others Grievances, than 
you would be if inflited on yourſelf } takes 


away all poſſibility of becoming your Eue- 


my, without being as much ſo to oles 
own 


. 
own Intereſs, as one to Fuſtice. 
If. to be a loyal Subject, a firm and wor- 
thy Patriot, a Father to the Orphan, a 
Dryer of the Widow's Tears, a Friend 
without Deſign, and a Reliever in geue- 
ral of all thoſe Oppreſſions which reach 
your Ear; if, I ſay, to merit ſuch a Cha- 
rafter, be to be dear and valuable to the 
World, it is, not to be wonder d at, that 
you ſhould never be mention d but with 
Veneration, nor thought of but with the 
bigheft Regard. 


; 

| 

BUT in. #he mid(i of that Pleaſure, 
; Wl cobich the Contemplation of all, who are 
/ bappy as to know you muft afford, there 
- WW ies alſo a melancholy Reflection, that 
ven we ſball have the Misfortune of Jo- 
%% you, there ſprings no ſecond Phoenix 
m your Aſbes. How vaſt a Mitigation 
of our Sorrows would it be, did you leave 
I Son, the Inberitor of his Father's 
„ines + I dare not mention thoſe Graces 
f aubich might be expected to have been bis 
Portion from the other Side, elſe, for the 
is Ln of my Sex, ſbould gladly touch, as far 
n y weak Pen would give me leave, on 
„ne of thoſe many excellent Qualities, 
MP 17 1 her the Pride and Or- 
nent of it; but ſhe now ſbines in a ſub- 
n Voi. IV. ef / | 152 
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limer Sphere, the Companion of Angel; 
the Delight of thoſe above, as ſhe was tie 
moſt eminent Pattern of Perfection her. 
And to remind you of ſo irreparable | 

| Lofs, would be far from anſwering that 


End which the Trifle, I take the liberty 
of preſenting you with, was defign'd for. 
ſpall therefore add no more, than that 1 
am, with the greateſt Reſpect, 
Six, 
Your moſt Oblig'd, \ 
MNioſt F aithful, and 


Moſt Obedie nt, 


- Hanbls Skis, 


ELIZ A Haywood. 
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Farar Cunrriositry, 


Wankte R BAT- BRITAIN has no Aſſembly 

1. > which affords ſuch variety of Characters 
Pas the Maſquerade ; there are ſcarce 
WS any Degrees of People, of what Reli- 
gion or Principle ſoever, that ſometime 
or other are not Willing to embrace an opportunity of 
partaking this Divergent. But among the Number of 
thoſe who pretty often frequented it, was a Gentle- 
man, whoſe real Name, for ſome Reaſons, I ſhall 
conceal under that of Do IME Ns: He is young, 


| handſome, gay, gallantz has an affluence of Fortune 


and of Wit, is a paſſionate Lover of Intrigue, and 


tis not to be doubted but that with all theſe Accom- 


pliſhments, he found a great many among the Fair 


der to encourage that Diſpoſition : He ſeldom went 


there without his Appointment; and it often happen'd 
t F 2 ; thag 
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obſervation, an 
Spirits in his Pocket: Her Mask muſt now be taken 
off to give her Air, and though by this time the Ac- 
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that three or four Ladies would give him a deſcription 
of their Habits, each in hope to be the Fayourite She, 
which ſhould that Night be ſingled out, and triumph 
o'er the reſt in his diſtinguiſh'd Addreſſes. This Am- 
bition was ſometime the occaſion of a good deal of 
confuſion in his Amours, the jealous Watchfulneſs of 
one would frequently deprive him of his Pleaſures with 
another. He was never without Embarraſſments of 
that Nature: It took up a great part of his time, in 
reading and anſwering the Reproaches and Complaints 
he daily received from thoſe who thoyght themſelyes 
ſlighted ; and if his Thoughts and Pen had not been 
equally ſwift, he would ſoon have had no leiſure for 
new Attacks. | 

By a very great chance, one Eyening he went, 


entirely Gingaged, to this Scene of Gallantry ; but 
eem 


Fortune, who ed glad of this Opportunity to 
get the ſtart of Love, threw an Adventure in his 
way, which at his coming there he little thought of, 
A fine Shepherdeſs, whoſe. Bon Mien had attracted 
the Eyes and Addreſſes of a great number of the 


Aſſembly, either through being too ſtrait- lac d, or 


the extreme Heat of the Place, for there was a 


great deal of Company that Page was fo over- 


come, that ſne fell down in a fainting Fit in the 
midſt of a Croud of Gentlemen, who had gathered 
round her: Dox1MENUS was among them, 
and was one of the firſt that endeayour'd to bring 


ber to herſelf, He was too well acquainted with 
the Sex, to be a ſtranger to Vapours, Spleen, and 


thoſe other faſhionable Diſtempers, which are often 
of great ſervice to make a Woman be taken Notice 
of, when nothing in her beſide is found worthy of 

J was provided with a Bottle of 


cident had drawn Nuns, Gyphes, Queens, and 2 
confus'd Medley of all Conditions and Profeſſions 


to her Aſſiſtance, it was to his Efforts ſhe o_ 
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debted for ſo ſpeedily recovering. It was he who 
had-the Honour of holding her in his Arms, _— 

that lixtle deprivation of Senſe ! It was he who had 
the Pleaſure of -perceiving her returns of Life, and 
catching the firſt Sigh which iſſued from the ſtrug- 
ling Soul! Tis difficult to determine, 
whether, at the firſt plucking off her Mask, the ſight 
of her Face gave greater Motives of uneaſineſs to the 

Men or the Women which were about her; thoſe 
only who have experienc'd what it is to love or 
envy, can be judges what kind of pains the one felt 
in a hopeleſs Deſire, or the other in ſeeing themſelves 
ſo far outrivall'd. Nature never formed. Features 
more compleatly lovely than thoſe of this Fair indiſ- 
pos'd all the Graces ſeem'd aſſembled in her 
Countenance a thouſand dimpled Charms pJay'd 
round her lovely Mouth a thouſand little Loves 
laugh'd in her ſhining Eyes —— the Delicacy of 
her Complexion exceeded all compariſon —— her 
Neck, her Breaſts, her fine-proportion'd Hands and 
Arms — there was no part of her expos d to view, 
that did not diſcover a Beauty peculiar to itſelf, — 
The little Confuſion, and thoſe modeſt Bluſhes which 
attended it, added ſomewhat to the Luſtre of her 
native Charms : She thank'd all thoſe who had been 
adding to her Recovery, with a Voice ſo full of har- 
mony, and a Look fo ſweetly innocent, that it had 
a wonderful effect on all: But Do IR x us, whoſe 
Heart was eaſily ſer on fire by the fight of the 
leaſt kindling Beauty, could not behold Perfection, 
ſuch as hers, without feeling an exce's of that Paſ- 
lion it was created to inſpire ; former Succeſſes 
gave him a greater boldneſs than is ordinarily the 
conſequence of Love. — He was too well 


acquainted with his own Power of pleaſing, to ſuffer 

through a fear to offend ; and while the others bow'd 

and retir'd at a becoming diſtance, that ſhe might 

have leave to recover thoſe Diſorders, which her 

late Swoon, and the Shame for being ſo May's 
, , F 3 . . 
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had thrown her in, he caught her in his Arms, excu- 
ſing himſelf for doing ſo, by telling her he feard 
ſhe was not yet ectly well, and that he could 
not conſent to leave her without ſupport, till he was 


aſſured ſhe was entirely paſt danger of a Relapſe, 
The Poet ſays, | 


— In Love there is a Time, 
When dull Obedience is the greateſt Crime. 


Though this Lady entreated and firuggled to get 


looſe, he eaſily read in her Eyes, thoſe infallible 
Betrayers of the Heart, that he did not diſoblige her 
in refuſing her requeſt : He entertain'd her with 
ſo much Wit and Gallantry, and the appearance of 
ſo violent a Paſſion, that ſhe, who was by nature 
pretty amorous, and eaſy to receive an Impreſſion, 
could not fail a ſuſceptibility of Charms, which 
there are very few in the World to equalize, She 
had often heard of Do IM RNS, had ſeen him 
at a diſtance, and, tis probable, wiſh'd to be ad- 


dreſs d by him in the manner ſhe now was: She had 


not Artifice enough to diſguiſe the Pleaſure ſhe took 
in his Converſation, from a Penetration ſo nice, and 
ſo experiene'd as his. He made his advantage of thoſe 


Glances which ſhe could not reſtrain, and deſirous 


being inform'd of what Character and Circumſtan 


ſhe was, made uſe of all his Eloquence to perſuade 


her to permit him to accompany her home. Had 
ſhe any real Scruples to oppoſe what he requeſted, 
he had Wit enough to find Arguments again ſt them; 
but as ſhe had none but ſuch as were mir only by 
a fear of appearing too free, and conſequently but 
faintly urged, was not long before ſhe ſuffer d ber- 
ſelf to be prevail'd on, to grant what, perhaps, ſhe 
wiſh'd with no leſs Ardency than him who ask d it. 
Two Chairs were immediately call'd, and be bad 
the Satisfaction of publickly triumphing o'er a Num- 


ber Who wiſh'd to be in his place, as in his own 


Thoughts 
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Thoughts he doubted not of doing fo in private 
oyer all thoſe Scruples Virtue, Fear, or Honour, 
might raiſe in her Breaſt to the prejudice of his 
BEING come to her Houſe, (which was a very 
handſome and well-furniſh'd one) the Obligations ſhe 
lay under for the Care he had taken of her, ſery'd 
25 an excuſe for the extraordinary Reception ſhe gave 
him, — There was nothing the Seaſon afforded of 
rich and rare, but ſhe order'd- for-his Entertainment ; 
and he eaſily had the Addreſs to draw from her in 
Converſation ſo much of her Affairs, as to know ſhe 
was a Widow, and liv'd wholly independent on the 
Fayour of any Relation whatever. — This 
Information not a little pleas'd him, there was no 
danger of any Father or Husband to interpoſe between. 
him and his Deſigns ; — all he had to apprehend, 
was, that as they both were ſingle, ſhe might expect 
that were he really poſſeſs d of that Paſſion he would 
have her believe, he would make Overtures of a 
different nature to thoſe he ever had done to any, 
and, which, as lovely as he thought her, were no way 
agreeable to his Humour. — As he was perfectly 
acquainted with the World, and in particular with 
the Foibles, Paſſions, and Inadvertencies of the Fair 
Sex; he thought the ſureſt Method of ſucceeding in 
ſuch a Caſe, was not to give her time for Reflection. 
He therefore preſs'd her with all thoſe ſoft undoing 
Inſinuations, thoſe melting Tenderneſſes, thoſe ſedu- 
cing Arts which Deſire never fails to inſtruct. — Few 
Men, how dull and ſtupid ſoever they appear in other 
things, but have Artifice enough this way : — But 
DorIMENUs, as he had a Share of Wit infinitely 
ſuperior to moſt of his Sex, ſo he had alſo a Face and 
a Perſon which render'd the Blandiſhments he made 
. uſe of more 2 and perſuaſiye: All Eyes become 
not Love ; ſome inſtead of the impreſſive Languiſh- 
ment they would aflume, degenerate into a _y 

ſion 


Dullneſs, rather forbidding, than exciting the Pa 
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ſion they would raiſe; but his, whatever Air they 
wore, were always charming! — whether the gay 
Delights of Hope revell'd in their Glances, or trem- 
bling Doubt aw'd their contracted Fires in down-call 
Languiſhment ! — whether they ſeem'd to triumph or 
beſeech, they were inchanting ſtill ! — in every kind 
of Look tranſporting ! 

VasrT was their Power, and numberleſs the Con- 
queſts they had gain'd ! DAL IVD (for ſo ſhall 
I call the preſent Victim of their force) had not Ar- 
guments ſufficient to confute the Strenuouſneſs of 
Thoſe he urg'd, and even Reaſon ſeem'd to take the 
part of Love. In fine, that very Night he com- 


pleated. his Conqueſt, and got poſſeſſion of all thoſe 


Joys the glorious Prize could _ — he God of 
render Inſpirations with pleaſure beheld the Sacrifice 
was made him, and bleſs'd the amorous Pair with 
doubled Vigour, and uncommon Rapture. —— The 
happy Dox1MEenvus confeſs'd a Tranſport beyond 
what he Cer felt before, and the unrepenting Fair 
avow'd her lovely Conqueror's unequall'd extent of 
charming. e £1 

Bork were ſo highly ſatisfy'd with each other, 
that I know no Way to make the Reader ſo truly 
ſenſible of it, as to repeat a few Lines which Don- 
MENUS, who at ſome times was very poetically 
inclin'd, writ on the Tranſactions of this Night, 
and happen'd, a few Days after, to ſhew to ſome of 
his Friends, which, to the beſt of my Remembrance, 
run thus: | 


An amorous Pair with mutual Warmth inſpir d, 
Alike deſiring, and alike deſir d, | 
Claſp d in each other's Arms, veſoly'd to know 
Th' extreme ſt Bliſs which Nature can beſtow : 
Love made the Banquet, each a hungry Gueſt, 
With greedineſs devour d the luſcious Feaſt 


* While 
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FATAL CURIOSITY, IT 
While their full Eyes with Extaſy ran o'er, 
Enjoying all, yet craving ſtill for more | 
Foys too ſublime for Language to expreſs, 

And cubich even Thought itſelf muſt render leſs. 


'Tis certain, that, for a time, they had for each 
other, Charms which they imagin'd were not to be 
found elſewhere ; ſhe really doted on him with a 
Tranſcendency of Paſſion, and he, though ever ac- 
counted the moſt roving and inconſtant of his Sex, 
preferred the {Conqueſt of her Heart to all the 
others he had made, not only becauſe it was the 
laſt, but alſo that when he conſulted his Judgment, 
he knew of none that had the thouſandth Part of her 
Merit. For ſome Months he devoted himſelf 
entirely. to her, and, in all probability, ſhe might 
much longer have continu'd the reigning Miſtreſs 
of his Soul, had ſhe not herſelf been acceſſary to 
her own Misfortune, by a Miſmanagement, which 
thoſe who love, as ſhe did, to Madneſs, can hardly 
2yoid falling into. = There is nothing in the 
World more difficult, than to forbear talking of thar 
on which our Thoughts are continually employ'd ; 
and as the Idea of her belov'd Dox1MENUs was 
never from her Mind, no Converſation was plea- 
lng in which he had not a Part. Whatever 
Company ſhe happen'd to be in, ſhe always found 
ſome pretence to make him the Theme of her Diſ- 
courſe, and even among thoſe who were the greateſt - 
Strangers.to him, would invent ſome way to intro- 
duce his Name But all this fell ſhort of the 
Satisfaction ſhe wanted: —— Her Soul, full of 
his Charms, wild *twixt Defire and Tranſport, could 
not contain the vaſt Exceſs. — She long'd to impart 
the mighty Bliſs ; ſhe panted to pour out the oyer- 
whelming Tran{port. - Hs 

PniLECTA, a young Lady, on whoſe Wit, Ge- 
neroſity, and Good-nature ſhe had an entire De- 
pendance, was the Perſon ſhe made Choice of, to be 

| F 5 intruſted 
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Antruſted with the dear burthen of this Secret; and 
while ſhe related to her the Particulars of her Ha 

| Pines, felt in the delicious Repreſentation, a Plea- 
ſure, perhaps, not much inferiour to that which 
the Reality afforded, —— ne herſelf to 


make this Confidence, ſne no ſooner parted from 
his Embraces, than ſhe flew to her fair Friend, gave 
her the whole Hiſtory of what had paſs'd between 
them — repeated every tender Word he ſpoke — not 
the leaſt fond Endearment was forgot —— deſcrib'4 
his Looks — his melting Preſſures — his Ardours! — 
his Impatiences ! — his Extaſies! — his Languiſh- 
ments! —— endeayour'd to make her ſenſible how 
different he was from other Lovers! —— how much 
beyond his Sex with what a God-like Subli- 
mity of Paſſion he ador'd her | —— and what was 
more prodigious than the reſt, aſſur d her, that each 
Enjoyment but encreaſed Deſire. 

- PniLECTA, who had herſelf ſuffer'd much by 
Love, and the Ingratitnde of a Man who had de- 
ceiv'd her with Profeſſions of much the ſame na- 


ture with "thoſe her Friend ſeem'd now ſo certain 


were fincere, liſten'd to her at firſt only with Com- 
paſſion, not doubting but that in a very little time 
ſhe ſhould hear from her as many Expreſſions of 
Complaint as now ſhe did of Rapture. But 
Pity wearing off, by being at length brought to 
believe twas needleſs, a different Paſſion roſe in 
its ſtead ; ſhe began to envy the Happineſs of her 
Friend ſince her own Deception, ſbe had 


not beliey'd there was ſuch a thing as Conſtancy 


in Man, would never encourage any Addreſks 


that were offer'd her — had retir'd herſelf from 


Company; and having with a vaſt deal of Pain, a 
laſt ſet free her Mind from a Paſſion which had 
been ſo deſtructive to her Peace, deſpis'd the Ef- 
fects ſhe ſaw of it in others — But now to hear 
daily thoſe luſcious Deſcriptions of continu'd Ar- 
Sour wn to fad bis Lezos, and fo-Red Or 


— 
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ſhould love. 
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fill the laſt was more endearing than the former ; 
gaye her, as ſhe imagin'd, ſufhcient Reaſon to 


complain of the Severity of her own Fate, which 


permitted her not to have known thoſe Joys 
which ariſe from the Proof of reciprocal Affection. 

SHE had never ſeen Don1iMENUs, but was 
perfectly well acquainted with his Character; and 
was therefore the more ſurpriz d that a Man whom 
all the World talked of as the handſomeſt, wittieſt, 
and moſt inconſtant of the Sex, ſhould now con- 
fine himſelf to one, who, in her Opinion, was 
far from meriting it from him DALIN DA 
indeed (would ſhe cry to herſelf) has Beauty, but 
there are other Women as agreeable in their Perſons, 
and infinitely more ſo in their Converſation, that 
have not met with ſo grateful a Return, — I can- 
not think what he ſees in her ſhe has nothing 
but a Face to recommend her — ſhe has no Wit — 


every thing ſhe ſays is trifling —— all her Notions 


are poor and inſignificant = and I am certain 
has not Delicacy enough of Soul to be capable of 
any degree of that Paſſion ſhe ſeems ſo fond of pro- 
ſelling, She may like, but tis impoſſible he 


IT was not that PH1LECTA was naturally addicted 
to Detraction, or that ſhe had too good an opinion 


of her own Merits to think favourably of thoſe of 


another; ſor, excepting the Beauty of her Perſon, ſhe 
was in reality every way ſuperiour to DAL IN DA; and 
inferring from that Judgment that Dox1MENUs look d 


no farther than the exteriour Part, could not believe 


him a Man of that Nicety ſhe had heard him fam'd 
for, —— When ſhe reflected on his manner of wri- 
ting, ſhe was convinc'd he had an uncommon ſhare 
of Wit: But then, when ſhe conſider d how little 
the other was capable of anſwering his Letters, ſhe 

ew not how he could reconcile to his good Senſe 
the ſending them. | 


Tas 
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Tu Arguments ſhe made uſe of for and againſt 


| him in her Mind, raiſed at length a prodigious de- 


fire to entertain him; ſhe fancy'd that it ſhe had 
an opportunity of talking to him half an hour, ſhe 
ſhould be able to form a more exact Judgment of 


his Sentiments and Humour, than all ſhe could 


gather from Deſcription. She told DA x'1yD a ſhe 
had a Curioſity of ſeeing her Lover, and defird 
ſhe might be admitted to come, as by Accident, 
to viſit ber ſome day when he was with her; but 
as indifferent an opinion as ſhe had of this Lady's 
Underſtanding, ſhe found it not ſo eaſy to prevail 
on her to grant this Requeſt, as ſhe had imagin'd : 
In ſpite of that Knowledge moſt Women have of 
their own Perfect ons, ſhe doubted their Force in 
the preſence. of one who bad ſo wany, though of a 
different fort from thoſe ſhe was miſtreſs of. 

Is PHILEC TA had a leſs delicate Complexi- 
on or Features, not altogether caſt in ſo fine Mould, 
there was ſomething ſo :rrefiſtibly engaging in her 
Eyes, as well ſupplied all other wants; beltdes ſne 


had a Shape the moſt exquiſite that could be, and 


was the genteeleſt Woman in the World. 


Then for her Converſation, it was ſuch, that there 
was ſcarce a Poſſibility of quitting it without a wiſh 


to re- enjoy. — All theſe Charms conſider'd, the 
other muſt have been more weak than ſhe was 
thought to be, if ſne had introduced the Perſon 
poſſeſſed of them to the Man ſhe lov'd, and who ſhe 
was ſenſible had ſo true a taſle of Wit: ſhe would 
not, however, abſolutely refuſe her, but evaded 
what ſhe ask'd in as artful and obliging a manner 
as ſhe could. But Pn1rEtcr a eafily perceiv d it 
was not by her means ſhe ſhould ever have her Cu- 


rioſity ſatisfy'd, and therefore forbore - repeating 


her Requeſt, unleſs ſometimes to gratify her Spleen, 
by putting the other to the pain of inventing Ex- 
cuſes, which ſhe knew ſhe was not very rea- 
dy at. 
THE 
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Tax Inclination ſhe had before of ſeeing and 
ſpeaking to him, now . growing ſtronger by being 
oppos d, ſhe reſolv d to accompliſh it ſome way or 
other; and DAL IN DA, according to cuſtom, ſtill 
continuing to inform her of all that paſs'd between 
them, one day told her he had made her a Preſent 
of a Ticket for the Maſquerade : A Stratagem came 
preſently 'in her head, which ſeem'd to affure her 
of Succeſs, — — She enquir'd, in a careleſs 
manner, and fo as could not be taken to have 
any deſign in it, what Hour ſhe was to go, what 
Habits both were to wear, and whether they went 
together from her Houſe, and where to meer at the 
Maſquerade, or any other Place ; and being fully 
inform'd of every thing ſhe wanted to know, told 
her ſhe had an Acquaintance who was the moſt 
artful Creature in the World in dreſſing Ladies 
for that Diverſion ; and that if ſhe pleaſed, ſhe would 
ſend her, 

Tu E other joyſully accepted of the Offer, bein 
willing to appear as amiable as ſhe could in 
Dreſſes in the Eyes of Dok 1MEgwnus. The ap- 
pointed Day and Hour arriv'd, and PILE CTA 
fail'd not of ſending a Perſon to aſſiſt her in equip- 
ping her as ſhe had promiſed. — This was 
a Creature of her own, whom ſhe recommended, 
and under the pretence of ſerving, was to delay the 
time. In the mean while, ſhe dreſſed 
herſelf in a Habit, in every thing exactly the ſame 
with that which DALIN DA had told her ſhe was 
to wear; and being inſorm'd by her of the direct 
Hour ſhe had appointed to meet him in, took care 
to be there early enough. —— She ſoon diſtinguiſh'd 
the charming Spanzard, for it was in that Diſguiſe 
that her unthinking Friend told her he was to be) and 
he as ſoon found his DALINDA (as he thought) 
in a neat Indian Slave. — He ran to her, and 


caught her in his Arms, (the freedom of that Place 
allowing that familiarity ) which ſhe receiv'd in 
| a man- 
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5 
a manner becoming the Perſon he took her for; 
reſolving ſtill to act the Part ſhe had begun, till 
wy ſhould oblige her to confeſs the Coun- 
terfeĩt. | 4 

H1s Behaviour and the tender and obliging 
things he ſaid, made her know DALI N DA had not 
boaſted of the Power ſhe had over him, without 
ſome reaſon ; and that if he did not in reality love 
her, he ſo well feign'd the Paſſion, that a Woman 
of more Diſcernment than ſhe was miſtreſs of, 
might have b2en deceiv'd by it. But ſhe had not 
an opportunity of diſcoyering ſo much of his man- 
ner of Converſation as ſhe expected. He took a 
ſudden fancy in his head of going home, and all 
ſhe could ſay to prevail on him to the contrary, 
was ineffeQual ; he told her he found himſelf a 
little diforder'd on the ſudden, that he was certain 
the Noiſe, Heat, and Confuſion of the place they 
were in, would be far from affording him any 
Relief, and that he would go with her to her Houſe, 
and paſs the Remainder of the Evening there. 
He fo little expected a Refuſal from her, that he 
order'd Chairs, and had almoſt forc'd her into one 
before ſhe recover'd Preſence enough of Mind, to 
think what ſhe had beſt do and in the hurry 
of the Apprehenſion of being carry'd to Da- 
LiNDA's, and all her Contrivance betray'd, pluck'd 
off her Mask, and let him ſee his Miſtake. 

Bor n ſtood. confounded for ſome Moments — 
He, through ſurprize for what reaſon ſhe had no ſoo- 
ner convinc'd him of it, and ſhe, through the Con- 
fuſion of her Thoughts, what Excuſe to make for 
having done fo. She, however, was the firlt 
who overcame it, and aſſuming es gay an Air 3 
poſlible : - — You ſee, Sir, ſaid ſbe, how im- 
poſlible it is for you ro do any thing in private ; not 
all your Caution to preſerye the Honour of D A- 
LIND A, cou'd prevent a Woman, who ſuſpe 
your Amour, from detecting you too * ach 


- 
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Denial. If *twere poſſible, Madam, anſwer'd he, 
for your Curioſity to be as diligent, as your Eyes 
and Wit are penetrating, I ſhould not wonder if 
you made diſcoveries of Secrets infinitely more 
conceal'd than this: But, continu d he, (ta- 
king her Hand, and kiſſing it in ſpite of her Efforts 
to hinder him) ſince whether by Deſign or Chance, 
you are in poſſeſſion of my Secret, in juſtice to 
myſelf, I can do no other than endeayour to be 
Maſter of Tours; at leaſt, ſo far as to know the 
name of my Confident, and where I may wait on 
her to conjure her to preſerve it. Truſt to my 
Generoſity for that, reſum'd ſbe, ſtruggling to get 
from him. On any other Score, I will, retorted be, 
bolding her more faſt ; but not in this, by Heaven: 
nor will 1 give you ſo juſt a cauſe for Ridicule, as 
the parting from you thus unſatisfy d would be. — 
Nothing can be more impoſſible than that ſhe 
wou'd have been able to have eſcap'd, without lei- 
ting him into the whole Affair, if DATEI DA had 
not that moment approach'd the Place. 
After all the Delays and artful Impediment with 
which PBILECTA“s Emiſſary had kept her from 
— them, ſhe was at laſt got there, where 
the firſt Perſon ſhe ſaw, was her dear Don, em- 
loyd in this manner, — As much taken up as 

HILECTA was, ſhe preſently perceiv'd her, and 
forcing one of her Hands from him, was lucky 
enongh to get on her Mask before the other came 
near enough to diſcover who ſhe was. Look 
round, cryd ſbe, and take care you have not a 
Witneſs of what you are doing, whoſe Upbraid- 


ings will be more defiruQive to your Peace, than 
any Diſcoveries I ſhall be able to make. — She 
had ſcarce finiſhed theſe Words, when DALI N DA 
coming up to him, and giving him a little blow on 
the ſhoulder with her Fan, cry'd, *Tis well, Sir; I 
find you are of too active a Diſpoſition to let a 
moment paſs without its buſineſs. The manner in 
which 
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which this was ſpoke, left him no room to doubt 
that thisdaſt was really DALIND 4, and in the ſud- 
den ſurprize of being caught at ſuch a JunQure, 
let go the Hand he had kept Priſoner, and Px i- 
LECTA llipt thro' the Crowd, and got into a Chair 
without diſcovery : —— He did not attempt to ſia 
her ; for tho' he would almoſt have given a Lin 
to have known who ſhe was, he had more Good- 
nature and Complaiſance for the other, than to 
make any offer of purſuing her. —— Ir is not to be 
doubted, but that DAL IND A ask'd all thoſe Que- 
ſtions which this Adventure render'd excuſable; 
but he was as much to ſeek for the Meaning of it 
as ſhe, and only telling her the truth of the Miſ 
take he had been berrav'd into by the likeneſs of 
their Dreſs, eas'd her of great part of thoſe jealous 
Fears ſhe was at firſt fight of them poſſeſs'd with; 
and purſuing the Inclination he tad of going home 
with her, they paſt that Night as they, had done 
many former ones. | 

WukE N PII ETA was come home, and had 


the liberty of contemplating on this Affair, ſhe was 


far from being ſo well contented with what ſhe bad 
done, as ſhe imagin'd ſhe ſhou'd have been, — 
Her Curioſity, or at leaſt ſhe yer knew fo little of 
herſelf, as to imagine, ir was that alone which 


prompted her to take theſe Meaſures, was yet un- 


fatisfy'd ſhe had ſeen Do R IME NS, and had 
talk'd to him, and was convinc'd that he was 2 
Man of fine Figure and fine Senſe ; ſhe cou'd not 
help acknowledging alſo that the Tenderneſs with 
which he — her while he took her for D A- 
LIV DA, in part excuſed the Paſſion that Lady had 
for him but ſtill ſhe wanted to know ſome- 
thing more, which if ſhe had a ſecond Opportunity 
of talking to him, ſhe fancy d ſhe ſhou'd be able 
to find out. She curs'd the Interruption 


which had broke off their Converſation, tho' it was 
the only means which cou'd have prevented his diF 


covering 


. . ⅛ T“ EE RE OY WT OY, 


FATAL CuRIosITY. 19 


covering who ſhe was. — In fine, ſhe was in 
Love was charm'd with him to Ar infl- 
nite degree, without being ſenſible ſhe was ſo ; — 
ind while ſhe languiſh'd for a ſecond. Interview, 
beliey'd the Unealinef ſhe felt, no more than the 
elfect of a Curiolity ungratify'd. Small was 
the Repoſe ſhe took that Night, and to add to the 
Perturbations of her Mind, DALIN DA in the 
Morning came to viſit her ; told her, ſhe but that 
Moment was riſen from the Arms of her Charmer, 
and as ſhe uſed to do, related to her all the Paſſa- 
of his Behaviour : among the reſt, ſhe told her, 
ughing, of the pleaſant Miſtake he had made in 
Ad g another Lady for her, and that he cou'd 
not be perſuaded it was any other, till the appear'd 
in reality, and undeceiv'd him. What, cry d P x 1- 
LECLA, interrupting ber, then he did not ſee her 
Face? No, anſwered the other, moſt certainly he 
did not, for if he had, he wou'd ſooner have been 
convinc'd of his Error, and neither have given 
himſelf the Trouble, nor been ſo 3 to 
a Stranger, as to have engag'd her in the manner 
I ſurpriz'd him. You may poſſible be deceived, 
Madam ! reſumed PHILE CTA, à little peeviſbly, 
all the World allows him to be a Man of Gal- 
lantry, ——— and if he had ſeen the Lady's Face, 
perhaps there might be nothing there diſagreeable 
enough to make him think it not worth his while 
to endeayour to engage her. — Lord my Dear, re- 
yd the other, you are ſtrangely cruel to put ſuch 
things into one's head, — but I don't much regard 
what you ſay, — you are a Foe proſeſs d to the Sex, 
and will not believe there is one among them wor- 
thy of a Woman's Aſſection. — Not for his Conſtan- 
ey indeed, ſaid Pu1LECTA; and tho' I do not 
DoxtMENVs, I believe he has as little of 

that Virtue as the reſt of his Specie. You wou'd 
de of another Opinion, anſwer'd ſhe, if you had 
ken his Behaviour laſt Night, — I never ſaw 27 
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fo Thoughtful, ſo Chagrin, ſo Dull; all I cou'd fay 
or do, had not the power to divert him, and this 
for no other Reaſon, than becauſe I ſeemed to ſuſ. 
pect the Truth of what he told me concerning the 
Miſtake. It wou d be impoſſible to deſcribe the 
Pleaſure theſe words created in PHIL ECC T A's Soul, 
ſhe preſently imagin'd his Melancholy proceeded 
from another Cauſe than that which he pretended, 
doubted not but he fretted at the hindrance ſhe had 
been to his commencing an Acquaintance with a 
Woman who had not ſeemed unworthy of it, and 
grew more eaſy as ſhe thought he grew the con- 
trary, —— They had a great deal more Chat to the 
lame purpoſe, and many things that DAaLinva 
faid, PuIL xc TA took to her advantage, others 
the reverſe. She was altogether unable to form 
any direct Judgment of his Sentiments, and Curio- 
fity —_—_ a new and more vigorous Incen- 
tive than before, ſhe reſolvd to be fatisfy'd, and 
try him to the utmoſt, whatever ſhou'd be the 
Conſequence. In this deſtruQive,, and to her- 
ſelf unquiet Diſpoſition, did ſhe paſs ſome days, 
not knowing what Courſe to take to compaſs ber 
Wiſhes, till theunwary DAT IND A happening to 
her ſhe expected him at ſuch a time, put a Strats- 
gem into her head, which till then-ſhe had never 
thought of: — She took Pen and Paper, and 
counterfeiting, as near as ſhe cou'd, the Character 
of the happy DAL IN DA, writ to him in dhe 
manner. P 
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Dee ee ee eee eee 
To DokluENus. 


Relation being come out of the Country with a de- 

ſign to paſs ſome days with me, makes it wholly 
improper for me to ſee you at bome, but ſhall be glad 
jo meet you at the appointed Hour, at the Houſe of 
My, . .. It Sl. .. Street; I bave a particular 
Friend lodges there. Enquire for PII EAC TA, 
and you will find 


Your moſt Paſſionate 
and Faithful 


DALIN DA: 


Sn E had play'd the Counterfeit ſo well, that twas 
ſcarce poſſible for the moſt diſcerning Eye to have diſ- 
coyered the difference of the Hand Dor iu E- 
us was entirely deceiv'd by it, and immediately 
ſent an Anſwer by the Bearer, that he wou'd not fail 
to be there at the time. 

HAD PnirtEcTaA ask'd herſelf the Queſtion, 
when the Hour of his Approach drew near, her 
beating Heart had ſoon inſorm'd her it was to 
ſomething more than Curioſity ſhe ow'd her preſent 
Agitations; but not all her good Senſe. not all her 
lormer Experience of the Paſſion ſhe was now a- 
gain poſſeſs'd of, had yet once reminded her, that 


the took all this pains for any thing more, than to 


triumph over the Tenacioufneſs of DALINDA, 
and to have the pleaſure of rallying her a little for 
her imaginary Security — or at the moſt, 
that it proceeded from a bare liking of his * 
KR; | tion 
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ſation, and a humour of amuſing herſelf at a time 
when ſhe had nothing elſe to do. But as much 
unacquainted as ſhe was with the true ſtate of her 
own Wiſhes, ſhe left nothing undone that ſhe 
thought wou'd be to the advantage of her appearing 
well in the Eyes of Dox1MENUs, her 
Chamber-maid and her Glaſs were all the Compa- 
ny ſhe admitted that day, a thouſand and a 
thouſand times were the Patches plac'd, alter, 
and replac'd, the polition of the Curls as 
often chang'd, —— now this, anon that Faſhion 
ſhe thought moſt becoming, ſometimes one 


fart of Glance, then its contrary ſeem'd the ! kelieſt 


to attract and ſhe remain'd unfix'd in Determi- 
nation, how ſhe ſhou'd Look, or Speak, or AR, 
when ſhe was told he was enquiring for her. — 
"Tis probable, indeed, that at ſight of him, ſhe for- 
got all the little Arts ſhe had been practiſing, and 
receiv'd him with an Air purely natural; but 
whatever it was, it had ſomething in it, which, as 
he afterwards confeſs'd, was infinitely more enga- 
ging than any thing he had ever ſeen, —— To 

fin in the Friend and Confidant of DALIN DA, 
the Woman whom he had attack'd in fo particular 
a manner at the Maſquerade, and whom, lince 
he had ſeen, he never ceas'd to wiſh for, as 
an Acquaintance of a different nature than what 


he now had reaſon to hope, gave . him a mixture of 


Surprize, Joy, and Concern : He rejoiced at an 
Opportunity of being in her Company, but was 
heartily vexed at the occaſion, which he expected 
wou'd not only bring on a ſpeedy Interruption, 
but alſo take from him the means of ever being 
able to addreſs her in the manner he defir'd ; —— 
the Confuſion of his Thoughts did not however 
deprive him of the power of making her a great 
many well order'd Compliments on this un look d- 
for Happineſs, which ſhe return'd in ſuch a faſhion 
as confum'd him in the opinion he had before 
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conceiv'd of her Wit, and "Good-Breeding, — 
After a pretty deal of Converſation on ordinary 
Subjects, P ILE CTA looking on her Watch, 
ſeem'd to expreſs ſome wonder that DA LINDA 
tarry'd ſo long: The time, ſad ſbe, in which ſhe 
appointed to be here, is more than an hour ſince 
elaps'd ; but I ſuppoſe, ſhe is perfe@ly ſatisfied of 
the Strength of her Intereſt in the Perſon who 
waits for her, or ſhe wou'd not run ſo great a Riſque 
of diſobliging him, by leaving him to Converſation, 
no way capable of entertaining him. Whether 
this Lady had any other deſign in ſpeaking theſe 
words, than to prevent him from any ſuſpicion of 
the Plot ſhe had laid to bring him there, is uncer- 
tain ; but they ſeem'd ſo fir a handle for him to 

in a Diſcourſe, he knew not till then to bring 
about, that he cou'd not let it flip, without having 
been as ſtupid, as he was really the reverſe. I 
know not Madam ! anſwer'd be, (bowing in the 
moſt reſpectful manner) what Excuſe ſhe will be 
able to make to you indeed, for impoſing on your 
Good-Nature this task of Civility to a Man, whom 
your Fudgment muſt inform you is for many rea- 
ſons, ſtrangely unworthy of it. For my part, 
the Blefling I am poffeſs'd of by her means, wou'd 
be too great, did not the Cauſe, by which it is 
procur'd, allay it : Yes, Charming Pu- 


LECTA, continu'd be, (after a little pauſe, and 


looking on her with the moſt tender and beſeeching 
Air) F confeſs myſelf in this both Ambitious and 


Ungrateful, though to be admitted to gaze on 
your adorable Eyes! to liſten: to the Won- 
ders of your Wit ! and to have ſo near a 


view of all your Heaven of Beauties, fills my whole 


Soul with Joy unutterable ; yet I am not con- 


tent, — O! were I allow'd this privilege by your 
kindneſs, ——— had 1 but merits to deſerve that 


"favour, or did your good opinion enhance the value 
& what I am maſter of, how truly bleſt were my 


Condi- 
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Condition! — how cou'd I ever, rapt in immo 
Extaſies, dwell on this Hand, devour it with my 
_ eager Kiſſes, and —— Here PII ETA, yh 
from the moment ſhe perceiv'd the aim of his Di. 
courſe had been kept from interrupting him only 
by the Confuſion of her Thoughts, now recover d 
. preſence of mind enough to prevent his doing 
he ſaid ; and ſnatching away her Hand; Whatever 
y_u_ opinion I had entertain'd of you (cry e) 
ſuch a Behaviour is the way to forfeit it ; nr 
wou'd you treat'me in this faſhion, had you not 
the moſt indifferent one of me. But, added ſe, 
Labating ſomewhat of that ſeverity which ſhe had 
aflum'd when ſhe began to ſpeak) the Weakneßz 
Which is too ordinarily diſcover'd in my Sex, in 
part excuſes your proceeding. I am ſenſible 
there are not a few of us who cannot be alone 
with one of yours, without expecting an Addret 
of the nature you wou'd make to me, —— Nay, - 
may, rejoined ſhe, (perceiving he was about to offer 
fomething in objection to what- ſhe faid) I have 
mention'd the only undeniable! reaſon of your A- 
Plication, there cannot be another nd, = 
for I am certain the enamour'd DoR 1MENvUs B 
too well vers'd in what will pleaſe DALI ND 4, to 
ſtand in need of practiſing his Leſſon on any other 
Woman; or if he did, it wou'd not be her Friend 
PmiLECTA he wou'd make his Property, 
As much Courage as he uſually had in theſe Attack, 
as ſucceſsful as he had ever been, he was almoſt at 
a loſs how to proceed with a Lady who he found 
ſo well furniſh'd with Weapons of Defence; and if 
had not been inform'd by ſome tell-tale Cypids in 
her Eyes, which now and then flew out with tende 
Meſſages, that he had a Friend within, might probably 
have given over both the Hope and the Attempt a 
vanquiſhing. 

Bor thus embolden'd, he proſecuted his Desen 
with all the Artifice of tempting Paſſion kt 
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ſgtrd, begg d, and ſwore — faid all that the moſt 
burning, raging Love could ſuggeſt, or Wit and 
Eloquence find Words for — No Interruption hap- 
pening (for ſhe had order'd to be deny'd whoever 
came) Hour after Hour paſs'd on in this Employment, 
and not a Moment flew without ſome new Invention 
to urge his Paſſion, and to heighten hers. She was, 
notwithſtanding what ſhe endur'd in the conſtraint, 
ſo much on her Guard, as not to let fall even a Word 
that might give him ho | 

SHE would not her own Power of reaſoning 
ſo far as to enter into any Argument with him, but 
on the ſcore of DAL1ND A;. and whenever he con- 
jur'd her to pity what he felt, ſhe reminded him 
what *ewas he ow'd to her who had given him the 
higheſt Proofs of Compaſſion. He could ſay no- 
thing to her, but what ſte anſwer'd with the name 


ef DAL IN DA. — As the Affair was, he had indeed 


a nice Game to play, and it requir'd all the fine 
Senſe and artful Sophiſtry he was maſter of, to 
ſollicite Favours from the one, without appearin 
guity of an Ingratitude of thoſe, he had receiv'd 
the other, which might juſtly render his Suit 
of no effect; tho? it is very much to be wonder'd 
at, that that Paſſion which had prompted her to 
take ſo much pains to, enga e him, and which 
while he was preſſing her, ſwell'd in her ſtruggling 
Heart, and almoſſ crack d the Strings that held it, 
did not in ſpite of her burſt out, diſcloſe the God, 
and ſhow .its force above the faint Controul of 
Reaſon. . | 
Bur DorR1MENV.s was not always to triumph 
at firſt ſight ; he could not find a DALiNnDA in 
PHILECT A: As ſhe knew better how to love, ſhe 
Allo knew better how to govern it; and the Time 
-being arrived, in which, to be conſiſtent with good 
Manners and Decency, he muſt be obliged to take 
leave, all he could obtain from her at parting was, 
ber Permiſſion to wait on her again the next day; 
| and 
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him with an extravagance of Dotage, 


fee him more 
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and that only, as ſhe pretended, that ſhe might in- 
form him of Dart1inDa, who ſhe told him ſhe 
would ſee in the Morning, and know the Cauſe 
which had detain d her from coming to the Ay. 


p ointment. 


LT muſt be only a Soul poſſeſs'd of the ſlricteſt 
V irtue and moſt violent Deſire, that can form any 
Juſt Idea of what the poor PHILECT A ſuffer'd in 
ſo exemplary a Self-denial. —— Never Woman 
loy'd with a greater Tranſcendency of Paſſion, — 
Never Woman was preſs'd to obey the Dictates of 
her own Inclinations with more Subtilty and Vi. 
gour ; — yet never Woman reſiſted with a ſupe- 
riour Fortitude, =—= The Pangs ſhe endur'd, were 
made more ſharp by a Reflection that ſhe owed 
them to herſelf ; and when ſhe conſider d how eaſy, 
how tranquil her Thoughts were before ſhe faw 
Dor1MENUS, it was with the ſevereſt Cen- 
ſure ſhe exclaim'd againſt that Curioſity which had 
ſo far betray'd her. She was now no longer 
inſenſible by what Paſſion ſhe had been ſway'd to 
with a ſecond Interview. — She: found ſhe loy'd 
loy'd 
him to a degree beyoud what ſhe had felt before, 
even though the breaking it off had very near colt 
her her Life, and trembled to think what the Con- 


ſequences might be of this ſecond, and more violent 


She was not ſure ſhe ſhould always 
be able to refuſe the melting Preſſures of this dange- 


rous Charmer. — She fear'd the Effects of a Deſire 


ſo wild and ungovernable — and juſtly doubted the 
Force of Reaſon. N ; | 


Wuar could ſhe do, what could ſhe 


reſolve, thus tortur'd, thus torn betwixt the fierceſt 


Oppoſites yet not even in a Thought tranſ- 
ing Honour, She at laſt deternün'd never to 
— No, ſaid ſte to herſelf, all 


charming as he is, though my Eyes can know no Joy 
but looking on him, nor my Ears but in Attention 
| to 
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to his harmonious Tongue, though every Senſe is full 


of his Per ect ons, and have no Taſte for any other 


Pleaſure, they ſhall no more be truſted with the fatal 
Tranſport, — Virtue, Honour, Religion, Repu- 
tation are ar ſtake, and all cry ont, No more indulge 
the ruinous Deſire | Fly the deftruffive Graces of the 
lovely, the too engaging DORIMENUS ———— 
rather let me die than give a looſe to a Pa 
ſo pernicious to every thing that ought to be dear or 
valuable. w 7 

Wirn this Reſolution ſhe gave a ſtrict Charge to 
her Servants to ſay ſhe was not at home but 
ſhe had no ſooner ſpoke the Words, than a Flood of 
tender Paſſion riſing in her Soul, ſhe was about to 
countermand this Order. She was not half a 
Minute together in the ſame mind hard ſhe 
thought it to deny herſelf ſo innocent a Satisfacton 
as the fight of him ; but harder yet ſhe found it 
would be, in his Preſence, to contain the Paſſion 
= was poſſeſs d of, from breaking out to his 

overy. TS 

Wks therefore enabling her to conſider that 
the only way to conquer was to fly ; and fearing that 
if ſhe ſhould but hear his Voice, the dear-loy'd Sound 
might have force enough in it to ſhake the Reſolution 
ſhe had form'd, and that ſhe ſhould be weak enough 
to call him up, laid hold of the firſt Moment of cool 
Conſideration to put it out of her Power to follow 
the expected Returns of her ſofter Emotions 
She flew out of the Houſe, and came not home till 
late at Night ; —— and though there paſſed not one 
Hour in all that Day, in which ſhe was not a thouſand 
times about to come back —— yet ſhe had ſtill Com- 
— of herſelf, to ſuppreſs the ſtrugling In- 
clination. 


« 


In the mean time the agreeable Cauſe of her 
Diquiet was far from being in perfect eaſe him- 
ſelf — he was prodigiouſly charm d with her; and 
i the Perturbations of his Mind were leſs terrible 

Vor. IV. 3 than 
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than thoſe ſhe endur'd, they were yet more violent 
than thoſe which Men ordinarily feel on the like 
occafion. 
- Hz had continu'd all Night in Agitations, which 
w_ very well be accounted the effects of Love; 
and though he had ſome Reaſon to hope ſhe look d 
not-on him with Eyes of Hate or Diſdain, yer her 
Friendſhip with DAT IDA, and her Knowledge of 
the Intimacy between him and that Lady, were power- 
ful Objections againſt him. — But not being of 
Diſpoſition very liable to Deſpair, and too impatient 
to endure Suſpence, he came prepar'd with all the Ar- 
guments his Paſſion and unfailing Wit could furniſh 
him with, reſoly'd to know at once what twas he 
had to expect. | 

To find ſhe was abroad, after having promis d to 
admit his Viſit, was a Diſappointment he was not 
arm'd againſt —— and it gave him a greater Shock 
than it would have done any other Man, becauſe he 


was leſs accuſtom'd to meet ſuch Treatment. 
It was the firſt Mortification of this kind his Vanity 
had ever receiv'd ; and had it been given by another 


Woman, tis probable would have cur'd his Paſſion. 


— But PMI IE TA had got faſt hold of 
his Heart, and this little Slight was infinitely too 
weak to ſet it free. — Diſpirited and altoge- 


ther unfit for Converſation, he trifled away two or 


three Hours at a Coffee-Houſe, then went again; 


but meeting the ſame Anſwer as before, grew almol: 
mad J | 


HR was now convinced, Love had its Pains as 
well as Pleaſures, and was as much ſurprized to find 
this Alteration in himſelf, as he was that there was 
a Woman in the World on whom he had not been 
able to make any viſible Impreſſion. —— Aſter 


indulging his Spleen the beſt Part of the Day at his 
- own 


gings, he went again in the Evening te 


her's; but ſhe being till abroad, he could not con. 
He walked backvar 
a an 


ceal his Diſcontent, 
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a beward in her Dining -room, ask'd a thouſand | 
impertinent Queſtions of the Maid, and beginning to | 
delve it an 2 to ſee ber that Night, could | 
not leave the Place without letting her know ſome 
of the Uneaſineſs he ſuſtain d. He defir'd 
15 and Paper, which being brought him, he writ 
to her in 3 | 


ek gee, 
To the Cruel, but moſt Adorable 


PHIL Ec I A. 


- ieee - DIAS 
* + altogether divine, but the little Diſpoſition I find 


in you to Merey ? In the Eye of Heaven, to be a 2ea- 
de lots vary is to be 4 and I am cer- 
ary is to meritorious one ; am cer 
tain the penetrating Eyes of my adored PH1LECTA 
, ret but have diſcern d that Quality in me 
"= As never any Woman cas created to charm like her, 
i of ſo never any Man had a Heart more ſuſceptible of ber 


Power than mine. - It is with the utmoſt 
* Reſignat ion the utmoſt Pleaſure I devote 
* my <vhole Soul to Love and Tou, and beg no more than 
0 Jour Acceptation of the Offering Permit 


me but to ſee you, and make your own Conditions, how 


far I may 40 the Dictates of my Paſſion in declaring 
myſelf 


The Excellent PurLECTA's 
| Everlaſting Slave; 


DakiMENUS. 


p. 8. 


it is not in my Power, any more than it is to repre- 
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p. Ss. I will take the liberty of waiting on you to 
Morrow Evening; and ſince Buſineſs, or, which 1 
much fear, ſome more avreeable Amuſement, de rid d 


mo this Day of the Bleſſing you made me bope, entreat 


you evill bave Compaſſion enough for the Anxieties 1 
feel in this Diſappointment, not to make me the moſt 
miſerable of all created Beings, by a ſecond, which 
evould certainly compleat that Ruin cubich the firſt 


bas begun. 


f. Wnar became of the Soul-tortur d P.n rt x c- 
T4, when ſhe came home and read theſe Lines, 
Jet thoſe unhappy Women, who have felt the Force 
of a Paſſion as violent as hers, deſcribe | 


[2 


ſent, as it deſerves, the never to. be ſufficiently 
admir'd Effect of her Reſolution, and firm Adhe- 
rence to the Rules of Virtue, in an Exigence fo 
dangerous ! Though overwhelm'd and loſt 


in Love and ſoft Deſire ; though at each thought of 


Dox1MENUs, unuſual Warmth ran thrilling through 
her Veins, her Blood beat high, and ſhe was all 
o'er Pulſe though her whole Soul diffoly'd in 
tender Languiſhments, and for one dear, one bliſs 
$i] Moment, ſhe would have forgiven an Age of 
Life . Yet fix'd in her Determination, ſke 
choſe to die rather than yield to accept the profier'd 
0 
: To avoid what moſt ſhe wiſh'd, and put it-out 
of her Power ever to recede from the Reſolution 
mne had form'd of never ſeeing him any more, ſue 
pitched on a Method yery extraordinary, and what, 
perhaps, no Woman before her ever choſe. — She 
did not doubt but that the ſame Paſſion which bad 
inſpir'd him to write to her in the manner he had 


done, would make him negle& no O nity of 


being in her Company. — He had told her in 


"the Poſtſcript of his Letter, that he would come the 


nex 


Dr 
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next Day, and ſhe could not anſwer for herſelf that 
ſhe would not ſee him —— but if ſhe ſhould:continue 
to be denied then, or whenever after he ſhould make 
the ſame Attempt, yet ſtill there was no Defence 
againſt his Writing; and even if ſhe return d no An- 
fwer to encourage him to purſue his Deſigns, yet it was 
keeping alive a conſuming Fire in her Breaſt, which 
ſhe had hope _ be extinguiſh'd, when there was 
no longer a Poſſibility of ſeeing him or hearing from 
him. 

Sn E roſe early in the Morning, and having made 
what haſte ſhe could in dreſſing, ſurpriz d Dar.1nDA 
in her Bed. I come, Madam, ſaid ſbe, 
with an Air ſo wild and troubled, as ſpoke the Diſ- 
ſatisfattion of her Soul, to relate to you a Hiſtory 
which will afford you both Pain and Pleaſure ; and 
when you ſhall hear with how much Barbarity you 
hare been treated by thoſe you moſt confided in, 
you will alſo know you have your Revenge in as 
exquiſite a manner as your moſt vindictive Thoughts 
could wiſh, e 

HERE ſhe ſtopp'd, either unable to utter more, 
jor the violent Emotions which juſt at that time 
could not be ſuitable to the Cauſe, or that ſhe ex- 


pected what ſhe would reply to Words which pro- 


miſed ſomething ſo unexpeted.  DALINDA, in- 
deed, gave her not much time to pauſe, and ha- 
ving nothing but Dox1MENUS in ber Head, 
immediately fancy'd it muſt be ſomething relating 
to him which PH1L&cTA had to reveal: An 


ſtarring up in her Bed, cry'd, What do you mean, 
my Dear! have you heard any thing of Do 1g 


MENUS! He is the falſeſt of all his perjur d Sex, 
reſum'd the other haſtily ; nor am I at all behind him 


in I reachery and Ingratitude — — but not to 


add to the Cruelty I have already been guilty of 
to you, by keeping you in Suſpence, know that I 
love him, love him to Diſtraction, to the extreameſt 
height of furious, raging Paſſion ———— that 

N G 3 he 
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he has declared himſelf my everlaſting Votary =—— 
and that there wants but Opportunity for us to be a; 
compleatly wicked as Falſhood 2nd the Accompliſh- 
ment of looſe Deſire can make us. 

Ir muſt be left to the Reader's Imagination to 


conceive what 'twas DALIND a felt in the ſudden 


Shock of this unlook'd for Thunder- clap -—— there 
are no Words capable of doing Juſtice to the Hor- 
rors, the Perplexities which at that Inſtant invaded 
her whole Soul, conyuls'd all her Frame, and ſhook 
each tender Limb with Tremblings, ſuch as for a 
time deprivd her of the Power of Speech. She, 
whoſe Diſcourſe had thrown her into this Condi- 
tion, was herſelf incapable of regarding it, feeling 
in her own Breaſt Anxieties at leaſt equal to thoſe 
ſhe: had occaſion'd in her s,. — and going 
on with the deſtructive Story, There, cry'd foe, 
throwing on the Bed the Letter which Do IM x- 
N us bad crit, there, read that, and you will need 
* little Information how very guilty we have 
been. 2 
Tu fight of his well-known Hand, recall d 
the fainting: Spirits of the unfortunate DAL IND 
- ſne read the fatal Scroll, and by degrees 
coming out of that Aſtoniſhment, which had for 
ſome. Moments ſtunn'd Reflexion, and ſuſpended the 
molt raging Paſſion of the Soul ————— Deſpair 
and Jealouſy' now ſhow'd themſelves in their moſt 
proper Colours, and pour'd out Curſes numberleſs on 
the perfidious DOox1MENUS! and PHILECTS, 
thoſe: Undoers of her Peace thoſe Betray- 
ers of her Truſt ! —— with the moſt bitter In- 
vectives the moſt ſevere Reproaches Heart 


e' er conceiv d, of Tongue cer utter'd, did ſhe ex- 
[claim againſt the Baſeneſs of them both. 
Her guilty Friend heard her with Patience, nor in- 
terpoſed one Word in Vindication either of herſelf 
or him, whoſe ruinous Charms had been the Cauſe 
zof all-this- WW IEEE till perceiving. ber 


Fury 
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Fury had almoſt ſpent itſelf in Railing, ſhe deſir'd 
her Attention to what yet remain'd to be told of 
this tormenting Secret ; which the other willingly 
complying with, ſhe reveal'd every Circumſtance of 
the Affair, beginning from the Meaſures which her 
Curioſity had prompted her to take, to ſee, and en- 
tertain the Man whoſe Character ſhe had heard ſo 
ſo much of, and concluding with the fatal Conſe- 
quence, and her Reſolution henceforward ever to 
avoid him. | 

Sys had no ſooner ended, than DA LINDA, 
as doubting the Truth of her laſt Words, with 'a 
Sigh, cry'd out, And can you then, PH1iLECTA, 
be ſo much the Miſtreſs of your Inclinations, as to 
maintain a Reſolution ſo infinitely prejudicial to them. 
— Reaſon, anſeer'd the other, may certainly enable 
one to do a great deal; but leaſt it ſhould not 
be ſufficient of itſelf for my Protection, I call 
in the Aſſiſtance of a jealous | Rival's watchful 
Care, — I will not promiſe that without your 
Aid I could for ever deny myſelf the Joy of look- 
ing on him — Nor would I on any other Score 
have made you the Confident of my Weakneſs. 
But what Method, interrupted DATLIN DA, is it 
in my Power to take ? The Heart that is once e- 
frang'd, requires more Artifice than mine to reco- 
ver. You have no Cauſe (reaſſumed PHILE CTA) 
to imagine your Caſe ſo deſperate. — I have alrea- 
dy told you by what Stratagems, which my Curioſity 
taught me, I occaſion'd theſe two Days abſence, 
he yer believes you would not receive a Viſit at 
your own Houſe ——- write to him, therefore, 
convince him of the contrary — and when you ſee 
him next, there is no danger but your continu'd 


Kindneſs, and the 8 of my continu'd 


Scorn, and the Impoſſibility he will find to enter- 
tain me, will oblige him to give over a hopeleſs 
Proſecution, and turn the whole bent of his De- 
fires on her who has ſo dearly purchaſed them. — 


G 4 Beſides, 
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Beſides, added foe, if Fondneſs fails to engage, 1 
leave his Letter with you, permit you to ſhew it 
him, to upbraid him with it, and if he has any 
park of Pride or Reſentment in him, (of both which 
I am much miſtaken if he has not a conſiderable 
Share) he will ſoon hate the Woman who has expog'd 
him in the manner I have done to you 
and the Contempt he will have for me, make him 
avoid my Preſence, with as much Care as too much 
Love and Admiration obliges me to do his. With 
this Advice, and the Aſſurance that whatever ſhe 
ſuffer d in ſo terrible a Conſtraint, ſhe never would 
conſent to ſee him more, PBILIECœ A left her 
more at eaſe than ſhe had been at the beginning 
of her Diſcourſe, nor was ſhe herſelf without ſome 
ſecret Satisſaction that ſhe had perform'd the cruel 
Task ſhe had ſet herſelf, and been ſeverely juſt to 
Virtue — and in the midſt of all thoſe Agonies 
which ariſe from ſtrugling Nature unconquer'd, 
though o'erpower'd, felt a kind of gloomy Tranſport, 
that ſhe had paſs d the fiery Tryal, and ſecured her 
Honour from all the Attacks of Love and her own 
' PmrtLEcCTA was no ſooner gone, than D4- 
x 1N DA went about to follow the Advice ſhe had 
given her, and reſerving her Reproaches, that 
they might break out with the greater fury when 
ſhe ſaw him, employ'd her Pen to DorR1MENVS 
-in this manner. | 
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7 0 che moſt Charming of his Sex, the 
Accompliſh'd Doxtmenus. 


LL Obſtacles being now vemov'd, I beg to ſee 

my Angel this Evening about Five at my own 
Houſe, chere beſide the grand Buſineſs of my Life, 
Love, I bave another Aﬀair to communicate con- 
cerning the Occaſion of my not meeting the Soul of 
all my Joys the other Day at Pu1LECTA'S. — 
Fail not to come, if you would haue me think 
yet have that Tenderneſs you ſo often have made Pro- 


n of, to 
| Your moſt Paſſionate and 
Ever Faithful 


DALINDA:. 


Tuis Billet was far from being receiy'd with 
that Welcome from DoriMENUs, which thoſe 
from her were accuſtomed to meet, — He had 
again been to viſit PNBILE CT a, and was again 
diſappointed in his hope of ſeeing her ; which, to- 
pw with having” no Anſwer to the Letter he had 

for her the Day before, put him in ſo ill an 
Humour, that he was entirely unfir for any Con- 
verſation, much more for an amorous one. He 
liked PILR CTA too well, to like any other 


Woman at all; and the Opinion he bad, that it 


was for the ſake of DA LIN DA he had found the 


other ſo deaf to his Entreaties, render'd her, of 


all her Sex, the leaſt capable of pleaſing him. 
5 G 5 Alto- 
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Altogether indifferent, therefore how ſhe might take 
it, he return d her an Anſwer of Excuſe, but in ſo 
cold and careleſs a Stile, that if ſhe had been wholly 
ignorant of his new Paſſion, ſhe might eaſily have 
"ranch ſomething had 'happen'd to the ruin of her 
Hopes. If | 


« 


To the Agreeable Dartinpa. 


| L extreamly ſorry that Buſineſs of the greateſt 


= Conſequence makes it impoſſible for me to ſee you 
at the time you mention. ———— ben IT have 
diſpatch'd that, I Hall gladly attend you, and renew 


Bim, cubo 18 
Sincerely Vours, 
| DokiuENVs. 


P. S. I fear it will be ſome Days before I can be 
Sappy enough to ſee you. 


"Trs utterly impoſſible to repreſent with what 
Alffliction ſhe receiv d ſo manifeſt a Proof, that ſhe no 
longer had a Place in the Affection of Dox1MENUs; 
for though by what ſhe heard from PBILE CTA, 
and the fight of his Letter to her, ſhe was enough 


convinced of his Inſincerity and Mutability of 


Temper, yet ſhe was far from believing ſhe had 
entirely loſt him; but ſhe nom could. think no 


other. She read the vexatious Billet over and 


over, and could find in it nothing that had the 


| Ms and the bitter Anguiſh of her Soul. _ 


#boſe tenderneſſes, which will be ever a Pleaſure to 


es ww Wy ky Hos 


% * W—_— RS —_— 


r 


Fatar CurIoSITY. 37 
tell in Complainings, ſuch as had he been Wit- 
neſs of ( poſſeſs'd as he was with the moſt violent 


Paſſion for another) he muſt haye pity'd, and per- 
hays, reliey'd the ſad Deſpair which had occalion'd 


them. 43 
Tux Tempeſt of her Grief being a little over, and. 
thePower of Conſideration return'd, ſhe began to think 
what was beſt for her to do, either to oblige him to 
2 Return of Kindneſs, or to acknowledge himſelf as 
falſe and as ungrateful as he had ſworn to be the con- 
Full of her Wrongs, therefore, and impati- 
ent to upbraid him, ſhe took his Letter to PuILEcTA, 
and ſent it to him under a Cover, in which ſhe writ 
theſe Lines. 


SD Se Seeed 
a 


To the Thankleſs, but Ever-Dear, 


DoRIMENUS. 


. 


INCE you have no leiſure Moments to throw away 
on a Woman whom you no longer love, I ſend you 
encloſed this Letter, that you may know 1 am not in- 
ſenſible of the Reaſon of your Abſence. Px 1- 
LECT A, I confeſs, has Charms to create the moſt 
violent Paſſion , but I can never be brougbt to atknow- 
ledge, that all he is poſſeſs'd of, were they infinitely 
ſuperiouy to what they are, can be an Excuſe for Fal- 
food and Ingratitude to another. IT need nof 
tell you with æubat a Fervency of tender Paſſion T 
have lov'd you, my Actions have ſufficiently convinc d 
you of that Truth; but quhen I declare, that 1 do 
Fill love you, love you with the ſame unbated Fond- 
neſs as before I knew your Crime | I need appeal 
no farther, than to your own Soul to judge, whether 
or not I give a Proof of Conftancy and forgiving Ten- 
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derneſs, which the World cannot produce frequent Ex- 
amples of —— By Heaven | you are, even in Falſood, 
dearer to me than my Life, or than every thing the 
World calls valuable. — Return then, thou lovely 
Ingrate | Thou charming Deſtroyer of my Peace, ro- 
turn! —— again make me happy in thoſe tranſport- 
Ing Foys, cobich only you have power to give, and none 
but thoſe, who love like me, are capable of receiving 
Be but half as ready to Accept a Pardon, as Iam to 
Afford it, and I foall ftill be bleſt; —— nor will I 
ever repeat <hat's paſt, unleſs to raiſe our Bliſs, by a 
remembrance and fond regretting of this little Interual. 
— Haſte to my Arms | my eagey, my expecting 
Arms | and let me there unfo'd what 'tis 1 wwifb, what 
tis I languiſh for : amidſt that Rapture, I can alone 
umfold how much, — how paſſionately, — how much 
beyond the reach of Words, I am, 


My Adored Dox1MENus's 
Moſt faithfully Devoted 


DALINDA. 


P. S. I beg, as though for my Life, to ſee you this 
Night : 1 know you are enough Maſter of your own 
Time to grant me this Requeſt ; and if refuſed, ſalt 
be certain, that <vant of Inclination is my only Enemy 
— Once more, My Angel, adieu. 


Let any of that Sex (of which I believe there 
are but few who, have- not plurality of Engage- 
ments form to themſelyes an Idea of what Do- 
AIM E Nu; felt in fo ſurprizing a Turn, — to ſee 
his own Letter, containing the moſt paſſionate De- 
claration of Love to one Woman, in the Hands 
of another, whom he had alſo pretended to love, 
to the ſame violent Degree ; — and at the fame 


Lime, to find ſo much Jorgiving Goodneß, * 


4 
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he cou d have expected only Rage and Reſent- 
ment, —— to be preſs d — — to come 
and receive that Pardon, which he was conſcious 
of being far from meriting —— All this was ſuf- 
ficient to excite in him the utmoſt Extreams of 
Aſtoniſhment, of Gratitude, and of Shame for ſa 
unexampled a Generoſity, and Obligements, he 

neither had it in his Power to deſerve or to re- 
quite; — but of all the various Agitations he 
was ſeiz d with, there was none gave him half 
that Pain, as the Apprebenfion, that it cou'd be 
by no other Means than herſelf, that his Letter to 
PuiLEcTA had been expoſed to DALIN- 
Da, — Her refuſing to admit his Viſits, very 
much ſtrengthen'd this Opinion. He now. began 
to be aſſur d, that all his Attempts on that Lady 
wou'd be fruitleſs : and that either to gratify her 
Sex's Vanity, and fond to boaſt her Power, or in 
Obedience to the Rules of a Friendſhip pretty un- 
common, ( eſpecially among Women) ſhe had 
made a Sacrifice of his Pretenſions. There was, 
indeed, nothing unnatural in this Suppoſition, and 
he was humbled beyond Expreſſion to find he had 
been ſo much deceiy'd in the Language of the Eyes, 
which he was uſed to imagine he had a perfect un- 
derſtanding in, and which had ſeem'd to tell him, 
there was ſomething in the Soul of that Lady which 
2 ſtrongly in his behalf, But reſolv d to 

convinc'd, and not knowing any way to be fo, 
but by going to DAL IN DA, choſe rather to en- 
dure all the juſt Reproaches he muſt expect, from 
a Woman treated in the manner he had done her, 
than endure one Hour an Uncertainty ſo perplex- 
ing, —— He, therefore, after the Meſſenger had 
waited a long time the Reſult of his Determination, 
ordered him to let the Lady, who ſent him, know, 
he wou'd without fail wait on her at the time ſhe 
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*-F wirrL not trouble my Reader with any 
tion of what his Thoughts were that Night, tis eaſy 
to believe they were not fill'd with very violent 
Perturbations. He was perfectly convine'd, 
that the Woman, who of all the World he believed 
moſt worthy his' Eſteem, loy'd him with a Paſſion, 
which he could not have hoped ; and as he knew 
there was nothing wanting but his Preſence, to 
baniſh all the Guards which Virtue raiſed in oppoſi- 
tion to his Deſires, | he refoly'd, ſome way 
or other to get to the Speech of her. The Morning 
no ſooner broke than he aroſe, and dreſſing himſelf. 
—— once N the 1 PABILE CTA 
'd, — — f ro Permiſſi on ſor 2 
Manes 2 but Love and Fortune 
befriending him on this occalion, he found the 
Door open; and eager of Acceſs, fay'd not till 
any body ſhould come to anſwer his Demand ; but 
walking gently in, and going up Stairs with the 
fame Precaution, got to the Apartment of the 
Charmer, without being obſery'd. —— The Door 
was only ſhut to; and in his attempting to knock, 
flew open, and admitted-the impatient Lover. — 
He made no Scruple of running immediately to the 
Chamber. — She was not yet riſen, and 
had but that Moment waked from a moſt pleaſing 
Dream, of. which he was the Subject: Imagina- 
tion, always a Friend to Love, had given her, in 
Sleep, a full Idea of thoſe Joys, which, when Awake, 
ſhe durſt not allow herſelf to think of. The rap- 
turous Image left an unuſual Languiſhment in her 
Eyes, they had nothing of their wonted Auſterity 
remaining, and ſeem'd rather to invite than forbid 
the adventurous Gazer, who, in ſpight of his natural 
Boldneſs, was a little daſh'd at his ffrſt Eutrance. 
He was two or three moments in the Room del 
ſhe ſaw or heard him; but the agreeable Poſture in 
which ſhe lay, and which diſclos d to him Beauties, 
„ 
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tions too violent to permit him to continue long at 
the diſtance he then was; — he made but one 
ſtep to the Bed-ſide, and throwing himſelf on his 
Knees, by that beſeeching Poſture endeavour'd to 
aſfire. her he came not on any diſnonourable De- 
17 ——— She gave a little ſhriek at firſt fight 
of him; but not happening to be heard by any in 
the Houſe, no interruption inſu'd, and he had all 
the Opportunity he cou'd wiſh, ro perſuade her ſhe 
had no cauſe to fear his Preſence — Her 
Soul was at this unguarded* hour, too much diffoly'd, 
to permit her to aſſume any, part of that Severity 
wich which ſhe had treated him when laſt he en- 
tertain'd her: — Yet trembling for the Con- 
ſequence of this Viſit, ſhe entreated him to with- 
draw into the next Room, affuring him ſhe wou'd 
| there liſten to all he had to ſay. But he too 
| well underſtood the Advantage he was poſleſg'd 
| of, to let it flip; and inſtead of retiring, by 
| degrees nearer, and nearer, to the tempting Scene, 
till he was too cloſe to be pales without having 
taken ſome part of the Satisfaction his Paſſion re- 
quired : — She cou'd not hinder him from kiſſing 
and embracing her, —— from feaſting his impa- 
tient Eyes with every naked Charm about her,. 
from roving o'er them with his glowing hands, 
with all the unlimited Freedom of luxurious Fond- 
neſs, and at laſt, amidſt Delight and Pain, a Rack 
of Extaſy on both ſides, ſhe more faintly denying, 
he more vigorouſly preſiing, half yielding, half re- 
luctant, ſne was wholly loſt, all her boaſted 
Reaſon, — all her forceful Reſolution, — all 
the Precautions of ſo many days, in one tumultuous \ 
Moment were overcome, —— Love triumph'd over 
all, and revell'd in the Spoils of Honour. — 
The difficulty with which Don iuENUs had gain'd 
"this Conqueſt, enhanc'd the Value; and the Re- 
Rraint which Pn1tECT A had put on her Inclina- 
Uons, made her now give a gieater looſe to them; 
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which puts me in mind of what a late celebrate 


Author fays on. the like occahon ; 


She that h fiercely can reſiſt Deſire, 
With double Rage will love, when Raptur 


| 
es fire, | 
And 'tis certain, when once a Woman of Firtus | 
falls a Victim to Love, ſhe is by as many degrees more | 
vigorous in the Gratzfication of her Paſſion, as ſhe | 
was in her Efforts to Overcome it. | 
Tu Tranſport over, the Conqueſt fully ſecured, | 
the happy Lover was now eaſily perſuaded to go into | 
the next Room, and the yet unrepenting Fair 
her Bell for her Maid, to aſſiſt her in getting out of, | 
Bed, = They paſs'd the remainder of that day 
together, and in the Intervals of their Endearments, 
beguil'd the Hours in Diſcourſes an the various | 
Turns which had happen'd in the ſhort time of their 
Acquaintance, and by what ſtrange and extraordi- 
nary. means each had arrived at the Point they now 
Were at. er bt | aan 
Fos about a Week, never any two People more 
indulg'd themſelves in guilty Pleaſures ——— they 
Fearce were ever aſunder in that time; Dox1MExus | 
could not live without PyxLECTA, nor PRIIEcTA 
without Dox1MENUS ; both abandon'd all other 
© Conyerſation, and found nothing Agreeable, nothing 
Charming, but in each other: He thought all be 
could do too little to merit the Favour of a Woman 
qualified like her, and ſhe imagin' d ſhe could never 
| enough requite a Conſtancy and Gratitude ſo uncom- 
Bhs mon — each made it their whole Study to oblige 
the other, and there wanted but a Certainty of us 
being permanent, to render their Condition a kind of 
Heaven on Earch. | 2 | . 
Bur all this while, what were the Anxieties of 
poor DALIND A ? What did the not ſullain, rack d 
with a fruitleſs ExpeQation rortur'd with, the 


Worſt Furies of the Soul, Sulpence and I 6 
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and notwithſtanding all her Endeavours, altogether 

unable to find out the Cauſe of this Diſappointment 

of her ſo lately elevated Hopes, in vain ſhe writ, in 

vain ſhe ſent to DoRIMENUS. He had neither 

the leaſt remains of Inclination to viſit her, nor time 

to make Excuſes for his abſence —— his whole Soul 

and all his Moments were elſewhere devoted — 

be was now all PuiLEcTa's, as much as a Man of 

his Temper could be and the forſaken Lady, - 

felt, in the Impoſſibility of finding out the Reaſon 

of his Change of Behaviour, Diſquietudes almoſt equal 

to the Loſs of him occcaſion' d. The man- 

ner in which Pu1LEcTA had diſcover'd the Decla- 

ration he had made her, and the Tenderneſs ſhe cou'd 

not avoid feeling for him, made her far from ſuſpect- 

ing what had happen'd between them afterward ; 

nor would ſhe ever have had it in her Thoughts, that 

it was for her ſake ſhe was treated in this manner, if 

an Accident had not call'd her to viſit, on ſome Bu- 

lines, a Relation who liv'd on the other fide the 

Thames. The Houſe ſhe was at, was the very next | 

to one eminent for the Pleaſure of its Situation, and =. 

fine Gardens; by a chance, unlucky to the Peace , f 

| thoſe ſhe ſpy'd, ſhe look d out of a Window, which k 

had the command of part of the Walks, and ſaw. her 'Y 
ungratetul Do R IME Ns, and, what amaz'd her 
more, PBIL ETA with him. The ſudden 
Rage wl ich invaded her at ſo unexpected, and ſo 
ſhocking a Diſcovery, left no room for Diſcreti 
to interpoſe: She flew immediately out of the H 
ſhe then was in, and into the Garden, where the 
fill continued, with only a little alteration of P | 
ture; for as before ſhe had only barely ſeen they 
were together without any other reaſon to be- N 
lieve them guilty, than that they were in a place 

o remote from any other Company; ſhe now 
them in an Arbour, he lying careleſly down on a 
Carpet ſpread on the Floor, with his Head on her 
Lap, as ſhe was fitting by him, ſhe had one: of 
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her Hands faſt graſped in his, and with the other ſhe 
ſeem'd to toy, and flroke his Face and Breaſt, —. 
Tis hard to ſay, whether Amazement or Indignation 
had the greateſt ſhare in her Breaſt; but tis eaſy to 
believe the Violence of both left no room for Conſide- 
ration — the Loversjloſt in the pleaſing Contem- 
plation of each other's Charms, nor faw, nor heard 
her, till running to the place where they were, and 
catching hold of PII ETA, — Tis well, Madam 
He cry d]; is this your boaſted Virtue ? — Your Re- 
ſerve? — Falſe, falſe Woman ! — And you, (con- 
tinued ſhe, turning to Dox1MENVS) ungrateful and 
moſt perjur'd of all your deceiving Sex, what Excuſe 
canſt thou now make? — by what Artifices, by what 
Inſinuat ĩons canſt thou again betray my eaſy Nature? 
— Thou cool Deſigner! What can thy ſubtle-work- 
ing Wit invent, to clear thy Honour or PMI RC TA“ 
Innocence? — You both are known, detected, and 
be aſſured the Affair ſhall be no Seeret — I will, at 
Jeaſt, have the ſatisfaction of Revenge. — She had 
railed on, if Dona iu E Ns, who by this time had re- 
cover'd himſelf from the Surprize of ber firſt Appear- 
ance, had not put a little ſtop, to the career of her 
Tongue by theſe Words: — Well, Madam, ſaid 
Be to ber, in an angry Accent, what you ſuſpe#, you 
may, if you pleaſe; d ivulge; but I would have you 
conſider well before you talk too much —— Remem- 
ber that DAL Ix DA can ſuſpe# nothing of PII xc, 
but what Pn1LECTA is certain of DALI x DA. — | 
would have you, therefore, be tender of this Lady's 
Honour, as you would preſerve your own. —— As 
for me, 1 e other time reply to your Upbraid- 
ings, but at t you appear too warm ſor Argu- 
ment. He ſaid no more, but taking PII Ec T4, 
who was almoſt dead with ſhame, by the Hand, and 
leading her with all poſſible ſpeed to the Water. fe, 
"where a Boat waited for them, left the forſaken Far 
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SHE was as good as her Word, however — the 
Adventure, through her means, became the Chat of the _ 
whole Town, and PHIL ETA ſuffer'd a great deal 
from the Admonitions of her Relations an Friends, 
— all who had any concern for her Reputation, 
adyiſed her to break off her Acquaintance with him, 
but that was a Task not ſo eaſy to be accompliſh'd as 
19 imagin d — ſhe could ſooner have foregone her 

ife, than his Converſation, and *tis impoſſible for 
any thing to be more expoſed than the Affair between 
them, 

Bu v this was not the worſt part of her Misfortune; 
an unexpected Occaſion happen'd to call him into the 
Country ſoon after; and though he took leave of her 
with all the tender Proteſtat ions imaginable, an Over- 
ture of Marriage being there made him with a very 
agreeable Lady, tis thought he will eaſily be brought 
to accept it.— PAHILE CTA has heard the News, and 
to increaſe her Misfortune, finds herſelf with Child — 
The Agonies ſhe now ſuſtains in a too late Repen- 
tance, are not to be deſcrib'd. Undone in all which 
ought to be valuable, ſhe curſes the undoing Tran- 
ſport ſhe ſo lately bleſt — and is ſufficiently convinc'd 
how infinitely to blame ſhe was, in indulging a Cu- 
riolity which proved ſo fatal to her Virtue, her Repu- 
tation, and her Peace of Mind; and which, tis highly 
probable, will in a ſnort time be found ſo to her Life. 
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Love various Minds does variouſly Ae 3 

He firs in gentle Nature s gentle Fire, 

Like that of Incenſe on the Altars laid ; 

But raging Flames tempe ſtuous Souls invade : 

A Fire which ev'ry windy Paſſion bloays, 

With Pride it mounts, and with Revenge it glows. 
DaYDEN. 
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D EVER was a Court more reſplendent 
with Beauties, than that of France, in 
the Reign of their late Monarch Lewis 


Ambition, found room for Love, nor 

nceſſant Hurry of his other Affairs deprive 
him of the Pleaſures of Gallantry. He was for ever 
engag' d in ſome Amour: One Deſire no ſooner fic- 
ken'd, than another kindled in his Soul. But of all 
- "that had the power to charm him, none ever main- 
tain'd a- more abſolute Dominion, than Madam de 
MonTEspAN ; and if it was not ſo laſting as that of 
dhe celebrated 'MaznyENOn, yet, for the: time by 
SS WO | held, 


2 LASSELTA : Or, 


held, it was as ſtrong. In the Houſe, and under the 
care of this great Lady, did the lovely LAssk114 
receive her Education; who being her Niece, and ex. 
treamly beloy'd by her, tis not to be doubted but 
that ſhe had all thoſe Advantages and Improvements, 
which are neceſſary to accompliſh a Maid of Qua- 
lity for Converſations ſuch as were ſuit able to her 
Character. .  _ - 2 
TAE Miſtreſſes of Kings are not conſider'd in 
the ſame view with thoſe of private Men ; the In. 
rereſt every one had in making their Court to 
Madam de MoxrT x $Þ AN, and the perpetual re- 
fort cf the beſt Company to her Houſe, gave our 
LASss EL IA, as ſhe, grew up, Opportunities of 
improving herſelf, which ſhe could have found in 
no other place: and thoſe: Advantages, join'd to 
a natural Genius of her own, much more ſublime 
than is ordinarily obſerved in Perſons of her Ser, 
eſpecially at ſuch an Age, made her Behaviour 
izing to thoſe of riper Years; grey Hair 


would liſten to her Talk with pleaſure, the Delicacy 


of her. Notions was ſuch,. that the Wiſeſt would 
acknowledge themſelves edify'd by her Converſa- 
tion But if the grave Part of the World were 
charm'd with her Wit and Diſcretion, the Young 


and Gay were infinitely more ſo with her Beauty, 


which though it was not of that dazling kind which 


ſtrikes the Eye at firſt looking on it with De- 
fire and Wonder, yet it was ſuch as ſeldom fail'd 


of captivating Hearts the moſt averſe to Love. 


Her Features were perfectly regular, her Eyes had 


an uncommon Vivacity in them, mix d with a Sweet- 


neſs, which ſpoke the Temper of ber Soul; her 
Mien was gracefully eaſy, and her Shape the molt 


exquiſite that could be; in fine, her Charms en- 
creas'd by being often ſeen, every View diſcover d 


ſomething new to be admir'd ; and though they 


were of that ſort which more properly may be ſaid 


_ perſuade than command Adoration, yet they 4 


per 
ſuaded 
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The SELF-ABANDON'D. 9 
ſuaded it in ſuch a manner, that no Mortal was 
able to reſiſt their Force . And, indeed, 
when Paſſion enters the Soul by ſuch gentle and 
unperceiy d Degrees, it generally takes a ſure hold, 
ul b with much leſs eaſe 4 than when it 
— 92 — and boldly tells us that 
we m . | | TD 
LasSEL1A being ſuch, and infinitely more a- 
ble than I have power to repreſent her, tis 
eaſy to believe ſhe was not without a very great 
Number of Adorers : Both her Parents being dead, 
Madam de MonTES$SPAN was never at reſt for 


the Sollicitations of thoſe whom the Perſections of 


her beautiful Neice had attracted to deſire her in 
Marriage: but that Lady having Affairs enough 


of her own to manage, troubled not herſelf much 
about it; and had LASS EIL 14 been inclinable to 


alter her Condition, whether to her Advantage or 
not, tis probable the other, in ſpite of the Kindneſs 
ſhe had for her, would not have taken much pains 
either to have forwarded or prevented it. 


Tux young and as yet inſenſible Subject of 
this little Hiſtory, thought herſelf happy in this 


Diſpoſition of her Aunt, which gave her ſo much 
the liberty of acting as ſhe pleas d; for finding in 


herſelf rather an Averſion to Marriage, than anß 


Inclination to it, nothing could have been ſo 
ſhocking to the Humility and Sweetneſs of her 
Diſpoſition as to have found. herſelf oblig'd, either 
to have yielded to enter into a State, which, in 
the Humour ſhe was at preſent, muſt have made 
her wretched ; or, by refufing, incur the Diſplea- 
lure of a Lady, who ſhe; conſider d as a Parent, 
and for whom ſhe had the / greateſt Eſteem, and 
tendereſt Regard. "50 


Tay s charming, and unchami'd, did ſhe paſs 


der Days in the moſt perfe& Tranquillity that cou d 
be; no auſtere Parent, or Gaurdlan, to over awe 


Averſion, and force her to receive with Smiles the 


Vor, Iv.” . I Man 
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Man ſhe hated — No Hopes, no Fears, Suf. 


pence, Perplexity, nor racking Jealouſies, diſturbs 
her Peace of Mind ſhe knew no Wiſh be. 
ond what ſhe enjoy d and if ſhe thought gf 
Love at all, it was but to wonder at the Inflence 
ſhe ſaw it have on others Among the Numbers 
that addreſs'd her, there was not one whoſe 4. 
Fence cou'd give her a moment's Pain, though ſeverg] 
whoſe Preſence pleas'd ; but then it was only ſuch 
a kind of Pleaſure as might have flow'd from the 
Converſation of one of her own Sex, equally quali- 
fied with good Senſe and Complaiſance —— a cold 
Reſpect, or, at moſl, a bare liking of their Com- 
pany, was all that the moſt favour'd could boaſt 
of her ; nor did ſhe once imagine ſhe ſhould 
ever be brought to entertain any other Notions of 
that uneaſy on, than what ſne was at pre 
\ ſent poſſeſt of —— that it was all Chimera; and 
that thoſe who ſeem'd moſt fatally ſway'd- by it, 
had only ſo long affected to be mad, that at laſt 
they grew ſo in Reality. ut 
T IS poſſible, indeed, ſhe never might have 
chang' d her Sentiments, had ſhe continued in Paris, 
where ſhe had already ſeen every body worthy her 
Conſideration, without confeſſing herſelf the leaſt 
ſuſceptible of what ſo many had endeavoured to 
' Inſpire : But an unexpected Turn happening in her 
Affairs, brought her to a different Scene of Obſer- 
vation, and convinc'd her how little, in ſpite of 
her fine Senſe, ſhe knew the true Diſpoſition of her 
-own Heart. | | 
Tun x King coming one day to viſit Madam de 
| MonTESPAN, and hearing ſhe was laid down to 
\ Repoſe, contented himſelf with paſſing an Hour 
or two in Talk with her fair Niece, deſigning no 
more than to divert himſelf till the other ſhou'd 
awake; but he was ſo infinitely pleas'd and ſur- 
priz d with the Charms of her Converfation, ba. 
ving never till that time had the Opportunity n 
TY | | 2. 
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entertaining her alone, that he could have wiſh'd a 
Continuance of it. | 
x was but juſt beginning to let her know the 


| SatigfaRtion this Interview had given him, when he 


was prevented from ſaying more by the comi 

of Madam de MonTEsSPAN. *Tis probable her 
Preſence never had been ſo unwelcome before, and 
he teſtified the Chagrin he conceived at it, by a 
tender Preſſure of the young Lasszr 1 4's Hand, 
2s ſhe withdrew, telling him ſhe left his Majeſty 


to a Converſation more worthy of entertaining 


him. As artleſs as ſhe was, and as indifferent an 
Opinion as ſhe had of Love, ſhe eaſily perceiv'd 
ſhe had inſpir'd him with that Deſire which bears 
the Name of it, and was ſo far from being proud 
of her Power, that it gave her a very great Un- 
ealineſs ; ſhe foreſaw a world of Difficulties would 
attend the Conqueſt of this Royal Slaye, and 
heartily wiſh'd that what he had faid to her, might 
prove to be only the Effect of an unmeaning 
Gallantry, and forgot as ſoon as ſpoke. But, alas ! 
her Charms had made a much deeper Impreſſion 
on the Heart of this amorous Monarch, than ſhe 
deſired they ſhould ; the very next Day confirm'd 
her Knowledge of it Happening to meer 
her in a Gallery, as ſhe was paſling through to viſit 
ſome Ladies in the Palace, he ſtopp'd her, and 
made ſo paſſionate a Declaration to her, that ſhe 
ſtood in need of all her Wit to anſwer him in 


Terms which ſhou'd neither affront the Offers he 


made, nor encourage him to repeat them: But 


though her Replies to all he ſaid, were full of Reſpe& 


and Gratitude for the Conſideration he feem'd to 


baye of her, yer ſhe maintain'd that cool Reſerve, 
that Majeſty of Modeſty, which all Wopen, though 
in the:-loweſt Rank of Life, owe ſo much to them- 
ſelves to wear even to the higheſt, when their 
Virtue is aſſauſted; that it might have daſh'd a 
Lover leſs accuſtomed * But he _— 
| s 8 wen 


12 LASS ELTA: O, 
well acquainted with the Ambition that moſt Wo⸗ 
men have of being the Favourite of a King, that 
he confider'd her Refuſals only as the Reſult of 
what ſhe might fear from the Indignation of her 
Aunt, Madam de MonTE sPa x, and therefore ſent 
Monſieur le Ba ossE one who at that time was 
Gentleman of his Bed-Chamber, to let her know, 
That, if ſhe pleaſed, ſhe had it in her power to be 
eater than the Perſon ſhe at preſent had a Depen- 
ance on, and to wake her an Offer of a fine 
Caſtle near the River Seine for her reſidence. Las- 
3E L IA was more concern'd than can be well ex- 
preſs'd when this Meſſage was deliver d to her, 
and conjur d him that brought it to return ſome 
Anſwer, in what manner ſhe did not eare, ſo it 
were ſuch as would cut of all room to believe ſhe 
ever could be prevail'd-on to do any thing which 
might deſerve ſuch Bounties —— Let the King, 
ſaid ſbe, think me imprudent, or unwiſe, his Opini- 
on, nay, his Indignation, cannot give me more 
. Chagrin, than. does. his Affection. It was in vain 
that the nte repreſented to her the Advan- 
tages there were in being: Miſtreſs to a King, ſhe 
was not to be moy'd, nor had Grandeur any Charms 
when it was to be purchas'd at a Rate ſo dear as 
Joſs of Virtue ; and he found himſelf oblig'd to 
return without being able to gain any thing from 
her, which might make his Maſter fatisfy'd with 
his Negociation. | 
Bur all this could not paſs without the Obſer- 
vation of Madam de MonTEspAN; ſhe had 
taken notice in what manner the King had look d, 
when he took leave of her Neice the Day ſhe had en- 
tertain d bim in her Abſence She had her 


Spies, which had . inform'd her of his talking to her 
in the Ga. er and the coming of le BRS 
to her Houſe, and the xrivate Converſation they 
had together, : pe confirm'd her, ſhe had 2 
- Rival in her Neice, 


fir'd her jealous Soul with 
| an 
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an inexpreſſible Indignation She upbraided 
the innocent 1 with . 
titude, and vow'd a Vengeance ſuitable to the 
Cauſe ; and it was to no for a long time, 
that the other endeavour'd to clear herſelf from 
theſe Aſperſions ; Rage is always deaf. This Mis- 
fortune, as it was unforeſeen, was the more 
terrible to be borne ; nor is it to be wonder'd at, 
that ſhe ſhould- be prodigiouſly alarm'd at what ſo 
nearly touch'd her Intereſt, and was ſo ſhocking 
to her Pride, to find the Power ſhe had ſo long 
maintain'd over the Heart of one of the 3 
Monarchs in the World, in ſuch an imminent dan- 
zer of being near an end; and to owe her Down- 
all to one ob her own Houſe, of her own Blood, 
and one who ſhe herſelf had taken care to adorn 
with al] thoſe Accompliſhments which had at- 
naed Admiration, was ſuch an Aggravation to 
her Diſcontent, as Words would but poorly. re- 


ALL the Aſlurances that Las s #11 4 gave her, 
that ſhe would die rather than yield to injure her 
in the leaſt, and the Dereſtation ſhe expreſs'd at 
the thoughts of ſuch an Action, was not ſufficient 
to pacif/ her —— She could ſcarce believe there 
was a Poſſibility of for ever reſiſting the Addreſ- 
ſes of a Monarch ſo every wa ble, as all 
that knew him confeſs'd him to be =— But if there 
were, the Attempt was enough; her Soul 
could ill endure the ſight of one who was thought 


Power to make her unhappy, if ſhe pleag'd —— 
But how to get rid of her, ſhe could not cell; if 
ſhe put her our of her Houſe, ſhe conſider d, that 
it- would but give her the more Opportunity of 


being ſeen by the King, and receivi of 
which, while ſhe continu'd with her, 
he too much Reſpect publickly to avow. 


14 LASS ELIIAI Or, 
LassEL1A perceiving her Diſcontent, and very 
much diſquieted herſelf at the continued Sollen 
tions of a Monarch, whoſe Paſſion for many Rea. 
ſons was no way pleaſing to her, thought of a 


way to eaſe at once both her own and her Aunt's - 


Uneaſineſs: And, deſiring leave to wait on her in 
her Chamber, (for the other, of late, not well 
able to brook her Preſence, had deny'd her that 
Privilege) a d her with theſe Words: Ma- 
dam, ſaid ſbe, as I am the innocent Cauſe of your 
Chagrin, I come now to implore your Permiſſion, 
to eaſe you of the fight of a Perſon who I am 
very ſenſible you no longer can behold with Satis- 
ſaction —— The many Favours I have receiv'd in 
your Houſe, would make me quit it with the ut- 
moſt Concern : but when I conſider, that your 
Goodneſs in ſuffering my continuance in it, renders 
you uneaſy, I can do no leſs, in Gratitude, than 
remove — I intreat therefore, added fbe, after 
a little Pauſe, that I may 1 : and ſince I have 
offended, though againſt my Will, the only thing I 
can do to contribute to your Peace, is, to take 
away the Cauſe ; and by this voluntary Doom J 
paſs on myſelf, may have hope you will pardon 
a Crime which is involuntary. And where, yd 
Madam de MonTEsPAN, baſtily, (imagining 
perhaps ber Intentions were very different from <obat 
they <vere) where would you go? Far enough, rep d 
tbe other, from any Place that may give you Ap- 
prehenſions that I mean any otherwiſe than to 
make you — — You know I had a ver 
great Intimacy w. Madamoiſelle VAL IE x, be 
3s now retir'd into the Country with her Husband, 
and I only ſtay for your Permiſſion to go to her; 
ſhe will be glad of my Company, and ] can tar- 
ry there till thoſe ſlight Impreſſions 1 have made 
on a Heart which ought only to be yours, are 
eraſed I will not return till your Commands 
ſhall call me or, it you pleaſe, my * 
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ment from you, and Paris, ſhall be eternal. How | 
LasSEL1A, (interrupted her Aunt, with an Air 
which at once expreſs'd A ſtoniſpment and Foy) are 
you in carnelt ? Can you for no other Motive than 
ny Repoſe, be content to bury any of your 
Time in a Solitude ſo remote from all thoſe Gaie- 
ties your Youth has been accuſtom'd to ? Not on- 
ly Part reſum d ſbe, but All —— Nay, my very 
Life, to do you Service; and to convince you how 


- little Share I haye had in contributing to diſturb 


you. *Tis kind indeed, ſaid Madam de Mon- 
TESPAN, and I muſt confeſs you Generous and 
Grateful, beyond my Expectations; but I ſhould 
ge you but ſmall reaſon to have the ſame Opini- 
on of me, ſhould I ſuffer you to ds what you have 
offer'i — No, purſued fbe with a Sigh, I never 
will be outdone in Good-nature, you ſhall Rill ſtay 
with me; though your fatal Beauty, like a Baſilisk, 
murders my Quiet, and deſtroys my Hopes, we 
will not part — I am now convinc'd of your 
Sincerity, and till ſome Change in your Affairs 
makes it your Intereſt to leave me, I will run all 
Hazards rather than turn you hence. 'The Voice 
with which ſhe pronounc'd theſe Words, made 
the diſcerning Lass8EL1A eaſily perceive ſhe 
with'd not as ſhe ſaid ; and repeating her Requeſt, 
and aſſuring her with a great deal of Truth, that 
the deſir d nothing more than to be remoy'd from 
the Perſecutions was every Day liable to from 
thoſe Emiſſaries the King had employ'd, won her 
to afford a well-pleas'd Aſſent. After having con- 
cluded on her going, they began to think that Di- 
ſtance would 15 far from a Protection from 
thoſe Diſturbances ſhe would avoid, that being in 
any other Houſe than that of Madam de M o x- 
TESPAN, Would rather give an Opportunity for 
them; they both determin'd that the Place of her 


Retirement ſhould be kept a Secret, and to that end 


a Coach, and only one Servant to attend it, was 
; I 4 order d 
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order'd to be got ready at Midnight ; and when 
all the Family were drown'd in Sleep, the willing 
Exile began her Journey, with this Satisfaction in 


her own Mind, that ſhe eas'd another's of a Load 


of Care. | 

IT was but to Collumiers, a ſmall Village about 
ſeven © Leagues from Paris, that ſhe went, and ſhe 
reached there a little after Day-break. Madamoi- 
ſelle de VALIE R, and her Husband, receiv'd her 
with all the Demonſtrations of Joy imaginable, 
though infinitely ſurpriz d at ſo unexpected a viſit: 
She was perfectly well acquainted with their Se- 
crecy and Diſcretion, and thereſore made no Scru- 
ple of revealing the Cauſe which had induced her 
to come in that manner; and if before they had 
a very tender regard for her, it was now pro- 
digioully = by their Admiration of ber 


Virtue. 


SE liv'd with them for ſome time in all the 
Contentments imaginable ———— She partook in 
all the rural Diverſions of the Place; and having 
her Mind once more at eaſe, made one in all the 
little Aſſemblies that were form'd by the Gentry 
thereabout. In ſpite of the diſtance from any 
great City ſhe found no want of Company ; the 
Converſation of Madamoiſelle de VALIE A was 
very engaging at home; and whenever ſhe had 
an Inclination to go abroad, the Houſe of Mon- 
ſieur de I AMV E was not above a Bow - ſhot off; 
there ſhe was always certain to meet good Com- 
pany : For that Gentleman having been gone ſome 


time to Paris, in order to ſettle ſome Affairs, and 


take poſſeſſion of an Eſtate lately left him by bis 
Father, his Wiſe endeayour'd to compenſate for 
his Abſence, by making Entertainments for all thoſe 
who had any pretence to Wit, of which ſhe was 2 
great Admirer ———— This Lady grew | 
ing fond of LassEz14 in a ſhort time, nor was 
the other behind- hand in Acknowledgments _ 41 
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Kindneſs ſhe __ from her — — _ 

thing was eaſy, every thing was gay at Co 
— fc S ile the Nin 1 U. oN TES. 
Ax languiſh'd at Paris in continual Diſquiets, 
aud reſtleſs Perplexities; ſhe found the Abſence of 
her Neice had added but little to her Endeavours of 
retrieving the erm" Affections of the inconſtant 
King = e was all Fury when firſt the 
News was brought him that LasssL1a had left 
the Town, and appear'd diſſatisfied that her Aunt 
pretended Ignorance of the Cauſe — This 
Diſguſt, by little and little, encreaſing and heigh- 
ten d by her jealouſies, which ſhe had not al- 
ways Prudence enough to conceal, at laſt con- 
yerted into a mortal Hatred; and this great Fa- 
yourite ſaw herſelf reduc'd to a Condition pityable 
by thoſe who envy'd her before: fo uncertain is a 
Happineſs founded on Paſſion, and depending on 
the _ wavering, everchanging Vows of faithleſs 
Man TT , 6. « ' 

Tu E Felicity that La$s$sEL14 all this while 
enjoy'd, was of another and more durable Na- 
ture than that which Love even at the beſt, af- 
fords ; her Pleaſures were unmix'd and pure, nor 
did ſhe ſo much as dream there was a Day of 
Woe in ſtore, which ſhould make her in vain 
look back, and wiſh for paſt Tranquillity But 
now the time was come, when her Indifference 
and boaſted Peace of Mind, were to be no more: 
Happening to be at Madam de ! AM v Es at Oms 
bre one Evening, accompany'd by Monſieur de 
VaII EA, and his Lady, their Diverſion was on 
a ſudden interrupted by a Servant running haſtily 
into the Room, telling them his Maſter- and two 
other Gentlemen were alighted at the Gate: Tis 
not to be doubted but that the Cards were imme- 
cately thrown aſide, and every body roſe to receive 
them, The Welcome which Madam de F AN YR 
give ber long abſent Husband, was ſuch as wag 
e 15 iuitable 
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ſuitable to his great Merit, and long Abſence ; and 
the Returns he made apologiz'd for the moſt vio. 
lent Tranſport ſhe could have expreſs d: but theſe 
mutual Tenderneſſes were but of a ſhort Continu- 
ance ; the Husband after having ſaluted all thoſe 
whom he found in Company with his Wife, with 
all the Complaiſance and Gaiety imaginable, juſt 
as he came to LAsSEL14, three Drops of Blood 
fell from his Noſe, which ſtain'd a white Hand- 
kerchief the happen'd to have in her Hand. This 
Accident occaſion'd a good deal of pleaſant Raille- 
ry; Monſieur de VAL IE told him, that had he 
been unmarried, this would have paſs'd for an 
Omen of a future Union between him and the 
young Lady. Madamoiſelle his Wife, and the two 
Gentlemen who had accompanied de ! AMY E, 
made themſelves merry for a good while on this 
Occaſion ; but the Jeſt was not ſo agreeable to 
Madamoiſelle de ! Amysz as they, perhaps, ima- 
gined ; being naturally pretty much addicted to 
Jealouſy, theſe kind of Diſcourſes gave her an 
Uneaſineſs which ſhe was not able to diſguiſe. 
Her Looks confeſs'd it, and her whole Behaviour 
was in a Moment ſo alter'd, that not a Perſon in 
the Company but perceivd it, and gueſs'd at the 
Cauſe, . having been — a late Ac- 
quaintance, and till now entirely ignorant of her 
Temper, was heartily vexed at what he had faid, 
and endeayour'd, by a thouſand. Compliments, to 
reſtore her to her former Good-Humour ; but the 
Poiſon had too great an Influence to be eaſily ex- 
pelPd ; ſhe knew her Husband to be of a Diſpoi- 
tion amorous enough, and the Charms of La ssF- 
1 14 were tao prevailing not to make her think 
th re was a Probability, that what had been ſpoke 
in Raillery, might one Day prove too true in Car- 
neſt, ſhe fell into ſo deep a Reſvery, and ap- 
'd ſo much diflatisfy'd when any thing was of- 
md to rouze her from it, that Monſieur and Ma- 
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damoiſelle de VALIE A thought it high time to 
take leave of her. LassEL1A being only intro- 
duc'd by them, cou'd not do it without the Pro- 
poſal being firſt made by them, but was extream- / 
ly glad of the Motion, and from that Moment re- 
ſolvd never to make a Viſit there again, When 
they came home, nothing was talk'd of but the 
Foibleſs of Madam, who had expoſed her IIl-hu- 
mour for ſo trivial a Cauſe. Madamoiſelle de V a- 
L1ER laugh'd heartily at it, but LassEL1A had 
Reflections more grave; ſhe was a little inclin'd 
to Superſtition, and cou'd not forbear thinking the 
bleeding of de “ AM, juſt as he approach d 
her, was a Preſage of ſomething extraordinary : 
Beſides, ſhe imagin'd ſomething within her bade 
her beware, nor truſt her Eyes to gaze on this 
dangerous Charmer. The Diſorder ſhe was in 
when he firſt enter d the Room, wou'd have been 
viſible to the Company, had any of them been 
at leiſure to regard it; and the Flutter wbich ſtill 
continued on her Spirits, confirm'd her, that the 
fight of him had wrought an Effect on her ſhe had 
never felt before : But as ſhe was Miſtreſs of a 
valt deal of fine Reaſoning, ſhe exerted it all in 
examining from what Source theſe Diſorders pro- 
ceeded ; loth ſhe was to think ſhe was falling into 
a Paſſion ſhe had ſo wer biogas and lother 
to imagine it was for a Man for whom it was nei- 
ther conſiſtent with Virtue, nor Diſcretion, to in- 
dulge it —— Is it impoſlible, ſaid pe to herſelf, 
that the ſeeing a Perſon ſo every way agreeable as 
de! Au v E cou'd give me Shocks ſuch as, one 
wou'd think, cou'd «ts be inflicted by the Appear- 
ance of ſome. horrid Spectre, ſome {righefal Ene- 
my to Nature! —— What is there either in his Per- 
= 1 Behaviour to terrify ! — Is not all about 
him lovely and engaging ? — Oh ! yes (cry d 

after a little Taufe * ** before beheld 8 
o perfectly compleat, a Shape fo exquilite, T 
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ſo bewitching, and Air ſo ſoft, ſo charming, and, 
1 too well remember, the fond Endearments he 
paid to Madam, firli ſtruck my Soul with that 
chill Horror, which ever ſince remains. Had he 
been in the ſame Circumſtances with his two Com- 
2 and receiv d no other Welcome from that 
appy Woman, it would have been with Satisfaction 
alone I ſhould have regarded him — But, 
oh ! ( continued fre, burſting into Tears, which it 
evas impoſſible for ber to reſtrain) he is marry'd, and 
| *tis Madam de l' AM YE only who can look on him 
Þ without Confuſion, ſuch as 1 endure. By theſe 
= kind of Arguments ſhe was at laſt convinced, how 
fatal an Enemy to Repoſe, the fight of an Objed 
too amiable may prove; but though ſhe reſolved 
not to give way to an N ſo pernicious, ſhe 
found it impoſlible to eraſe it; ſhe was ſtill think- 
ing how happy ſhe might have been if de ! AMR 
were unmarried, and how willingly ſhe cou'd ſub- 
mit to be a Wife, if juſt ſuch another Man were 
to be found, In this manner would ſhe ſooth 
Imagination for a while ; but then a ſudden return 
of thoſe uneaſy Tremblings which, at firſt fight 
of him, poſſeſs'd her, would put an end to thoſe 
pleaſing Amuſements, and ſhe wou'd ſtart like one 
In a Frenzy, and cry out, Oh |! it was not for no- 
thing that thoſe ominous Drops of Blood fell from 
| | him on my Handkerchief! —— It was not for no- 
thing I was ſeiz d with ſuch an unuſual Horror — 
| Nor is it in vain, that my Soul ſhrinks, and ſeems 
| to dread a ſecond Interview ! They are all, 
| 1 fear, too ſure Predictions of ſome fatal Conſe- 
quence, Then, when ſlie had a little yielded to 
theſe diſturb'd Emotions, as if aſham'd of the 
Weakneſs ſhe had been guilty of, wou'd ſhe ſum- 
mon up all her Reſolution, and endeayour to 0- 

vercome. thoſe Terrors. Yet what, (reſum d be) 
what can happen worthy of my Fears | —— What 

8 Power has one, ſo much a Stranger as de ! AMYE,” 
LL | to 
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to injure me? —— Perhaps I ne er may ſte him 
more; or, if I ſhould, where would be the Dan- 
ger ? Thus did ſhe torment herſelf when ever ſhe 
was alone ; and, in Company, appear'd the moſt 
alter d in her Behaviour that ever was: All Diver- 
ſions grew taſteleſs to her, and thoſe Gaieties of 
Converſation which, in her Days of Indifference, 
ſhe had the greateſt Reliſh for, were now ſtripp'd 
of all their agreeable, and became rather teazing, 
than any way delightful, Nor is this at all to be 
wonder'd at ; whoever has known 'any thing of 
Love, will eaſily confeſs, that that Paſhon brings 
with it-a conſequential Train of Images, ſufficient 
to fill the moſt extenſive Soul, and too ſtrong to ſuf- 
fer any Intermixture of Oppoſers. 

Tuis Change of Humour was too viſible, not 
to be taken notice of by all that knew her : Ma- 
damoiſelle de VALIE RA was extreamly troubled 
at it, and imagining it proceeded from her living 
in a Retirement ſhe had not been accuſtomed to, 
was fearful ſhe was falling into a Melancholy, 
which might be dangerous ; and therefore endea- 
vour'd to divert her by all the Means her Good- 
Humour and Friendſhip could invent. The other, 

though Company was grown painful, and Solitude 
the only thing ſhe coveted, yet could not be fo 
rude and aifoblicing as to refuſe the kind Invita- 
tions made her, on purpoſe to drive away thoſe 
Vapours with which ſhe ſeem'd to be over- 
whelmed. | 

O * R of thoſe Scenes of Gaiety, to which the 
Wife of VaLIEA would needs oblige LAssELIA 
to go, was to a Wedding, which was to be ſo- 
lemnized at the Houſe of- a Relation of her's, ſome 
Miles diſtant from that in which they lived 
The Nuptials were celebrated with a great deal of 
Magnificence, all the Nobility and Gentry. of the 
Country, for many Leagues round, being invited: 
Amongſt the Number were Mouſieur and * 
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de l AMYE. This was the ſecond Time LASS x. 
L 14 had ever ſeen him; but if ſhe was not alto- 
gether ſo | painfully alarm'd as at the firſt, ſhe felt 
enough to make her know ſhe was agitated with 
Emotions, the Cataſtrophe of which ſhe had good 
cauſe to dread. She cou'd not forbear, however, 
indulging the ſweet Anxiety his Preſence gave, tho' 
certain to condemn herſelf for it in his Abſence ; 
She examin'd each particular Charm which ſhone 
about his Form — She liſten'd to every Word he 
ſpoke —— Stretch'd wide each Faculty of her Soul, 
to take the whole of his PerfeRions in, till ſhe be- 
came quite raviſh'd in Contemplation ——— 
Tu Vu happen'd to dance together; and the 
eaſy and graceful Manner in which he entreated 
her to be his Partner, his fine Addreſs, and the 
Sprightlineſs of Converſation with which he en- 
tertain'd her, added to that Admiration ſhe be- 
fire had been but too ſenſibly touch'd with for 
AFTER this ſhe had frequent Opportunities of 
ſeeing him; Madam de ! AMVYE and de Va- 
L1ER having, at this Wedding, renew'd that In- 
timacy which they formerly had together, and 
which that little Pique Monſieur de VALIEA's 
Words occaſion'd, had for a time ſuſpended, the 
two Families were ſeldom aſunder — Las$sEL1A 
was always one among them, nor did ſhe any lon- 
ſeem deſirous of Solitude: The Pleaſure ſhe 
took in the Company of de AM E was too great 
to be reſiſted, nor did ſhe any more make herſelf 
uneaſy at thoſe Shocks which, every now and then, 
endeavour'd to check the Tranſports ſhe indulg'd — 
She thought it enough that ſhe reſtrain'd her Wiſhes 
w thin the Bounds of Modeſly'; and perceiving 
no: the leaſt reaſon to imagine, by his Behaviour, 
T:at he would ever tempt her to tranſgreſs them, 
beliey'd ſhe might, without a Crime, indulge her- 
ſelf in thoſe F chene which ar Rent appear 
: l 


— 


The SELF-ABANDON'D. 23 


innocent — Thus born away with a Tide of De- 
light, which {till encreas'd from a nearer Conyer- 
fation with him, all the Warnings of her good 
Genius were huſh'd, and her whole Soul was over- 
whelmed with Paſſion Hence follow'd wild 
Defires ! — Tumultuous Emotions ! — The God 
of Love exerted his utmoſt Force, and prov'd how 
impoſſible it is, when once a Heart has given him 
Entrance, ever to expe] him thence —— But this 
ſhe was not yet acquainted with, nor knew the 
Danger ſhe was in ; and though the greateſt Security 
ſhe could have for her Honour, was the Inſenſi- 
bility de  AmyE ſeem'd to have of her Charms, 
yet ſhe could not forbear Hong he were other- 
wiſe — And would frequently ſooth Imagination 
with a Belief he lov'd her : and in giving way to 
theſe deſtructive Tenderneſſes, Fancy took the Part 
of Paſſion, and in Dreams would repreſent him 
to her, diſlolving, melting in amorous Languiſh- 
ments Nor were her ſleeping Thoughts 
the only ones that err'd this way; waking, the 
Charmer was ever in her View ; ſhe talk d to 
him, form'd Anſwers fuch as twas probable he 
might in reality have made, had he been pre- 
ſent Nay, wrapp'd in the extatick Contem- 
plation, went ſo far ſometimes (as ſhe afterwards 
confeſs d) as to kiſs, embrace, and poſleſs, in Idea, 
a thouſand nameleſs Joys, which Love too ſoon in- 
ſpires a Notion of: but rheſe Exceſſes we'll ſuppoſe 
ſhe permitted only when ſhe found there was a Ne- 
ceſlity, by chearing her languid Spirits with an ima- 
ginary Bliſs, to preſerve her from falling into a real 
Deſpaty : *Tis certain, that at her guarded Hours, 
Honour was her chiefeſt Aim; nor would ſhe have 
wiſh d to have been beloy'd by de Amy x, had ſhe 
not thought herſelf ſure of continuing Miſtreſs of her 
Reſolution But, alas ! how little do they 
know the Hazard they run, who depend on their 
own Strength alone for Protection. Love is a m—_— 
er Fea 
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and a watchful Deceiver, and directs the Votary he 


deſigns to bleſs, to make the Attack when the Fair 
is leaſt capable of Reſiſtance, It was in one of 


thoſe longing, wiſhing Moments, already mentioned, 


when the amorous LASssk L1A extended at her length 
on a fine grafly Bank, canopy'd over with ſhady Jef- 
ſamins and ſpreading Vines, was told a Meſſenger 
waited with a Letter, which, by no means, he wou'd 
deliver into any Hand but her own : She was un- 
willing to quit the. ſweet Retirement ſhe was in, 
and careleſſy order'd the Perſon ſhould come to her, 
imagining it was ſome body ſent from Madam de 
MonTESPAN, and gave herſelf but little Concern 
what the Mandate might contain: But when ſte 
received it from the Meſſenger, who ſeem'd to be 
a Country-Fellow, and knew the Hand to be de 
J AMYE's, Which ſhe had often ſeen before in 
Songs and little Pieces of Poetry, what Tongue can 
expreſs the Swprize ſhe was in! ——/She could not 
imagine on what Occaſion he ſhould write to her, 
and was once or twice about to return it unopened 
to the Hand that brought it; but her ill Fate repell'd 
thoſe Dictates of her Guardian Angel, and confus d 
and trembling, now bluſhing with Shame, then pale 
with Fear ſhe broke the fatal Seal, and read theſe 
Lines. 


To the Divine LASSELIA. 
| x 


SEAT EN, Love, and the more poeverful Charms 
| of the adorable LassEL1A are not io be avith- 
flood | long bave I ftruggled with a Paſſion which 
is not the leſs urvanquiſlable, becauſe. it is bope- 
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Teſs ; but, like Oil poured on Flames, all my En. 
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deavours ſerve but to make the aſpiring Blaze more 
violent, and now tis grown as impoſſible to be con- 
ea! d, as it is to be overcome —— IT burn, conſume, 
and die, in inward Agonies —— Pardon b Decla- 
ration —— the World, alas — the prying, judg- 
ing World — evill ſoon diſcover the Secret in my 
alter d Looks ; but a Day more, perhaps, and I ſbo d 
have been reported LAssEKLIA's Slave, before Las- 
SELIA'S ſelf had known it —— and I would not, 
methinks, have you, cho caus'd, the laſt to pity 
what I feel — 1 am perſuaded there is a Stock 
of Mercy in your Soul, that, whether you cpill or no, 
will induce you to compaſſionate a Deſpair which the 
uretched Circumſtance I am in forbids me to hope 

will relieve But <vhatever Sentence you are 
pleaſed to infli on me, let me from your own Mouth 
_ it, and I Hall never repent that I am or- 
lain 


Your Everlaſting Adorer, 
| De I ANNE. 


Ir would have been impoſſible for LassEL14, 
had ſhe endeavour'd it, to conceal the ſwiſt Viciſ- 
tudes of her rolling Thoughts while reading; alter- 
nate Joy and Shame, Surprize and Fear, and ſome- 
times a Start of virtuous Pride and Indignation, 
fparkled in her Eyes — a thouſand different 
Paſſions ſucceeded one another in their turn 
all too fierce to be reſtrained, and too ſudden to 
admit Diſguiſe. But, alas ! ſhe took no Care to 
do it; ſhe ſuſpected not that ſhe had a dangerous 

in the Perſon who deliver'd ker the Let- 
ter; nor, 'tis poſſible, in the Confuſion ſhe was in, 
temember'd any body was near her Again 


ſhe attempted to read over the dear furprizing 
Lines, but had not Power; the ſtrange Diſorder 
of her fluttering Heart, depriving the „ 
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uſual Circulation, all her Limbs forgot their Fungi. 
on, and ſhe ſunk fainting on the Bank, in much the 
ſame Poſture ſhe was in before ſhe had rais'd her- 
ſelf a little to take the Letter. How much wou'd 
ſuch a Sight have tranſported de Am y x! — How 
much did it tranſport him ! for it was no other 


than himſelf, who, diſguis d in the Habit of a 


Ruſtick, had been his own Meſſenger, and was Wit- 
neſs of all the different Agitations his Declaration 


had occaſion'd — Encourag'd by them, and tis 


probable by ſome Glances he had before obſer- 
ved and prompted by his own violent De- 
fires, which, from the firſt Moment he beheld her, 
had taken poſleſſion of Eis Soul; all thoſe little 
Fears, and diſtant Awe, which generally accom- 
pany Love in its beginning, were no more. He 
threw off his -upper Garment, and a black Peruke 
which had ſerv'd him as a Diſguiſe, and flingin 
himſelf down by her, with a thouſand Kiſſes — 
Embraces, at once reſtor d her to that Senſe ſhe 


had fo lately loſt, and ſhew'd her the Deceit he 


had been guilty of —— It was in vain ſhe ſtrug- 
gled to riſe — in vain that ſhe endeayour'd to re- 
pel the ſoft Endearments of. his Lips and Arms; 
her Eyes conteſs'd the unwilling Tranſport of her 
Soul, and told him all he wiſh'd to ask: Nor was 
he ſcrupulous of letting her know how well he 
was acquainted with his Happineſs —— he made 
her enlible of it by a thouſand Liberties, which 2 
Man who had not been certain of forgiveneſs, 
wou'd not have dared to take — She had too 
much Frankneſs in her Nature, and had been too 
little accuſtomed to Artifice, to be able to diguiſe 
her Sentiments in a JunRure like this — Surprixe 
at firſt had depriy'd her of all thoſe neceſſary Cau- 


tions ſhe wou'd elſe have made uſe of; and now 


Love | tranſported, raptur'd Love | wou'd not fut- 
ſer her to have recourſe to them Trembling 
and panting betwixt Deſire and Fear, at laſt — 
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lay reſiſtleſs in his Arms, with faultering Accents 
confeſs'd a mutual Ardour; and if he did not ob- 
uin the higheſt Fayour ſhe cou'd grant, he had too 
much to boaſt of, to fear ſhe cou'd deny him. any 
thing; and 'tis probable that he had not left her 
without the utmolt Gratification of his Wiſhes, 
had he not been apprehenſive of a Diſcovery ei- 
ther from Madam de VAL I E R, or ſome of the Fa- 
mily, whom the Coolneſs of the Evening might 
invite to that Place, and which was not a great di- 
ſlance from the Houſe He wou'd not part, 
however, till he had engag'd a Promiſe from her 
to make him fully bleſt the next Opportunity ſnould 
offer ; which, as he told her, was his Fault, if not 
contriv'd with a Speed ſuitable to the Impatience of 
the Love he profeſs d. 

I'DoUpT not but this early Condeſcenſion in 
LasSELIA, will be of ſo great Prejudice to her 
Character, that it will take off the Pity which is 
really due to the Misfortunes it brought on her ; 
and I have nothing to alledge in her Behalf, but 
that the long Su on of a Paſſion which fhe 
had always conſider'd as fruitleſs, now on a ſudden 
let looſe, was beyond the Power of Reaſon to re- 
firain ——— To add to this, though both, I am 
afraid, will ſeem too weak to excuſe her, never was 
Man fo form'd to charm as de P AMY E. I have 
heard ſeveral of his own Sex, who knew him, aver, 
they never ſaw any thing fo lovely, an Air fo noble, 
ſo majeſtick, and withal fo fot and tender 
Eyes ſo bewitching —— a Shape ſo excellent—— 
ſuch a Harmony of Parts — ſuch an agreeable Re- 

arity throughout the whole — Then for his 

it and Converſation, it was not to be equa}l'd — 
he was ſo perfect a Maſter in the Art of Perſua- 
lion, that whoever would reſolve on any thing, 
muſt be ſure not to hear him plead againſt it; ſo 
impoſſible was it to diſſent from him in Argument, 
or continue in any Opinion he ſeem'd to diſap- 
EDT prove 
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ove — One of the many Letters which paſpd 
— him and LASS EL 14, being found among 
dme other Papers, ſince both their Deaths, may 
ive ſome little Idea of what he was: which, 
it was writ by a Woman in Love to Madneſs, and 
one who had abandon'd all things for her Paſſion, 
has been acknowledged by thoſe of cooler Senti- 
ments, and conſequently better capable of judging, 
to be no more than what Perfetions, ſuch as. his, 
might juſtify. : 


SSS SSS S dee eee eee 


Lass EzIIA to her moſt Dear, moſt Lov d, 
and moſt Ador'd de AurE. 
mmand me to tell you, my Dear, my fef, 


O co 
Y my only, niy everlaſting 'Love | in what manner 
I paſs my Hours in your Abſence ? =—— "tis 4 
ſtion I know not bow to anſwer for, methinks, 
Jam never abſent from-you — T have your Image 
ever in my view —— your Foice alcays in my Ears — 


| fo ſtrongly does Imagination bleſs me, that: believing 


you indeed are preſent, I ftretch. my Arms to claſp the 
dear Illuſion, and only then am mundeceived, when 
back they come, and miſs the warm Embrace — Ob l 
to cubat elevated Height does: Love, like mine, tran/- 


port the Soul | a thouſand times I have at d myſelf 


-which of your Charms had moſt the Poxyer to move 
me which of my Senſes receiv d the noble 
Fiea ſure —— and in Idea travelled through all 


may Wonders of your Mind and Perſon, but neuer 


cou d decide the mighty Conteſt — all were alike en- 
chanting ! — all equally tranſporting | — Laſt Night 
employing my fond | Thoughts in. their uſual Con- 
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templation, a Standiſo happening to be on the Table, 
1 took up the Pen, which, without the Aid of any 
Muſe to guide it, run into theſe Lines, which I have 
ventur'd to. call | 


The Impoſſibility; or, the Combat of The 
S ENS Es. | 


When on thy Form I feaſt my raviſ d Eye 
I think no Bliſs cou'd Want of Sight ſupply ; 
Or, <uben the Muſick of thy Voice I bear, 
My Soul is all collected in my Ear! 
What envious Darkneſs wou d in vain deny, 
Th' attentive Faculty does well ſupply : | 
Charms cakes each can make known the reſt 
4nd all by one is te the Senſe expreſt ; * 
Whether thou ſpeak ſt in Looks, or ſmil ſt in Words, 
The preſent Foy no higher Wiſh affords ; 
But when — Oh | who Infinity can ſpeak | 
| Imagination owns itſelf too weak, I 
When with fond circling Graſp my ſtraining Arms 
Preſs to my Boſom thy aubole Heaven of Charms | 
When all] at once ! the thouſand Ways I prove, , 
Which make, indeed, Divinity in Love: _ 
My raviſh'd Heart tumultuous Pleaſure ſwells, _ 
Nor Fear, nor Shame, th unruly Rapture quells ; 
With evild Delight each burry'd Senſe alarm d, 
*Tis Inſolence to ſay which moſt is charm d- 
Rath Look, each Word, each Touch, each melting Kiſs, 
Gives raging Extaſy | — diftratting Bliſs : 
Amidſt that Sea of Wonders Thought 1s loft, 
My Soul no more can nice Diſtinct on boaſt; 
Exceſs of Tranſport does itſelf deſtroy, | 
And Life flies trembling from th o'erpow'ring Fey, 


Let the kind Meaning excuſe the bad Poetry and 
Deficiency of Expreſſion : For, oh ! I own no Words 
can reach thy Worth — there are two Things in Na- 
ture, cubich never can be deſcribed by Art; and they 


are, 


— ððꝛr > - — 
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are, that Profuſion of Perfeftions thou art ſtor d with, 
and my Adoration of them —— but if thou would'ft 
gueſs at the latter, haſten to my Arms, for tis only 
there thou canſt have any juſt Notion bow much 
bow truly thou art Maſter of the Soul of thy 


Ever-Paſſionate, Ever-Tender, Ever-Faithful 


LASss E114. 


| Bu r, to return: The unthinking Fair was no 
ſooner left alone, and had leiſure to reflect on 


what the Hurry of her Spirits had before prevented 


her from doing, than ſhe reproach'd herſelf for 
ſuffering the Secret of her Soul to be ſo eafily diſ- 
cover'd by him from whom ſhe ought moſt to have 
conceal'd it —— But, alas! \ſhe now had gone 
too far in the fatal Labyrinth of heedleſs Paſſion, to 
know how to retreat ; and the Arguments he had 
made uſe of to perſuade her it was no Crime to 
bleſs a Love ſo perfect as his, had the ſame Effect 
oe ordinarily work'd on all whom he endeayour'd 
to bring to his Opinion ; to make her think as he 
did — and the greateſt matter of - Concern to 
her, was, that ſhe ſo ſoon had condeſcended —— 
She fear'd the eaſy Attainment of his Wiſhes, would 
in a little time, make her ſeem cheap in his Eſteem 
— — and ſuch an Apprehenſion was a Dag- 


fer to her Soul; ſhe reſolved, therefore, that in 
p 


ite of the Promiſe ſhe had made him, to delay 
the Performance of it, and put him off till Time, 
Aſſiduity, and ſome further Proofs of his Sincerity, 
ſhould render her yielding more the Effect of Gra- 
titude than Inclination This, *ris poſſible, 


. ſhe might have endea uour d; though, if we conſider 
the little Government ſhe had of her Paſſion, tis 
ſcarce to be beliey'd ſhe would have been able to 
accompliſh, if an unexpected Summons to Paris 


had not broke all her Meaſures, and leſt ber no 
, Choice 
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Choice, but either to run immediately into the 


Arms of de Amy, or quit all thoughts of him 


for ever — The very next Morning, after-that 


Evening which ſhe had paſt ſome part of in the 
manner already deſcribed, ſhe received a Letter 


from her Aunt, Madam de Mon TEsPAN; the 


Contents of which were theſe. 
DeeDee eee eee 
To LASS IIIA. 


E you left Paris, as you pretend you did, meer] 
for the ſake of my Repoſe, you will make no Diff 
ty in returning to it, «when you know it is my 

Intereſt calls you The unjuſt King bas treated 

me in a manner I ſbould diſdain to acknowledge, were 


there not an abſolute Neceſſity you ſpou'd know it 


I have either been betray d by ſome I haue put Confi- 
dence in, or my ill Genius has <vbiſper'd him, that I 
have but deceiv'd bim in feigning an Ignorance to 
what Part of the Country you are retir d Since 
you left me, I have never receiv'd any Mark of his 
formey Favour ; and of late (what vill not arb itrar 

Authority dare!) he has, even to my Face, avow'd 
bis Paſſion —— Laſt Night be leſt me <vith Menaces, 
ſuch as I too well know bim not to dread, that I 
fou'd dearly repent my Attempt of eluding him by an 
Artifice too ſhallow not to be ſeen through — In fine, I 
perceive every day my Court decreaſe — Jam no longer 
follicited —— no longer burr; d with the Attendance of 
petitioning Court ier ſure Marks of a declining 
Favourite — all that can ve-eftabliſ me in my former 
Intereſt cvith him, is your Return I can boldly 
demand a Support for my Ambit on, when I conſent 
to the Deſtruftion of my Love, and to the Death of 
my own Hopes, bring a belov'd Rival to his Arms 5 

Ma 
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Make ha ſte, therefore, thou fatal Beauty | to Paris, 
to the fight of an adoring, impatient Monarch; 4 
Monarch, <vho <vants. but Conſtancy to make him 
equal with the Angels — — Haſte, I ſay, to bleſs 
his Eyes and by making bim happy, in part 
retrieve the Injury you have, tho unwillingly, done 


the | | 
Unfortunate 


MoNnTEgSPAYN. 


P. S. Come, if poſſible, with the ſame Expedition 
as yon Went — I have ſent this Moment to 
your Royal Lover, to acquaint him 1 have diſ- 
cover d where yon are, and that 1 expect you i- 
morroco Delay it not, wnleſs you wiſo t» 
ſee my Ruin. ' 


S va Command as this was as vexatious, as 
it was ſurprizing to the Perſon who recew'd it 
Had her Inclinations been in the very ſame Pol- 
tion as when ſhe left Paris, ſhe wou'd have been 
far-from conſenting to return to it, on the Terms 
propos d; but as her Heart was now entirely ta- 
ken up with the Thoughts of de I AM y E, to en- 
dure the Addreſſes of another, was deteſtable to 
her Love gave this happy Favourite infi- W wo 
nitely the Preference in ber Eſteem, over the Ii al 
2 and moſt agreeable Monarch in the WW an 

orld Fo be the Miſtreſs of de ! AME, 10 
though in a Cottage, ſhe look'd on as a Bleſſing ſupe- WW the 
rior to all the ambitious Views which tempted ber I dep 
in the Embraces of a King; but reſolved, if poſli- I the 
ble, not only to find ſome Expedient utterly to hee 
. eſcape what was her Averſion, but alſo to delay the any 
Gratification of her Wiſes till Time ſhou'd render - din 
them more excuſable To this end, ſhe Woh 
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communicated Madam de MonTxspAan's Letter Wie 
to Monſieur de Var IE and his Wife, entreating W pard 


their * 
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their Advice, how ſhe ſhou'd avoid a; Danger 
which ſo imminently threaten d her Virtue.; The 
noble-minded Pair little imagining that ſhe had, 
any other Reaſons for refuſing to return to Paris, 
t than thoſe. which had oblig'd her to quit it, and 
n ignorant of what had paſs d between her 

and de P AM VR, applauded her Reſolution; and 

told her, that they could not enough extol her Bra- 

of Soul, who, to preſerve her Honour, cou'd 

„ de blind and. deaf to all the enchanting Charms of 
Power and Grandure, and chuſe rather to be 

n boy d in an innocent Obſcurity, than ſhine the Envy 
to of the World in guilty Greatneſs. Theſe Encomi- 
„Ju were not perhaps ſo pleaſing to LassEL1A 
0” 
t 


n 


3 they imagin'd ; a Conſciouſneſs of not meriting 
what they ſaid, embitter'd all the Sweets ſuch 
Praiſes, if deſery'd, wou'd have beſtow'd: there- 
fore waving all that might remind her how really 
as Criminal the was, while ſhe appear d all Virtue, ſhe 
— begg d them to think of ſome Method by which 
- te might evade the Commands of Madam de 
MoxTESPA N, and the Sollicitations of the King. 
ms This was no / ſmall Difhculty to bring to paſs; it 
ta- was not to be doubted, ſince that Lady had been 
n- WW prevail'd upon to ſacrifice» her Love to her Ambi- 
to IE tion, ſo far as to become an Interceſſor; but ſhe 
ifi- WW wou'd proceed to compaſs what ſhe!-aim'd at, by 
the al imaginable Meaſures It ſeem d therefore 
the n Impoſſibility that LASSRLIA cou'd be, any 
more ſafe at Collum iers than at Paris; but where 
ſhe ſhou'd retire, or on + whoſe Fidelity ſhe cou'd 
depend for Concealment, was the Queſtion : Nei- 
ter Madamoiſelle de VALIR IA, nor Monſieur 
knew of any body on whom: they dared depend ia 
ay Affair of ſo much conſequence; which, if 
Gvulg'd, or by any Accident diſrover d, might in- 
volve the Perſons concerned in it, in the Diſplea- 
of a King, who Was not of- Humour: co 
Enden Indignities. of this: Nature. LAS IAA 
Vor. IV. K b 2 Per: if) 
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Victim to his unwarrantable Paſſion 


perceiving they were in a Pauſe, and uncenain 
what to adviſe her to, and knowing very. well ſhe 
muſt immediately reſolve on ſomething, ſpoke to 
them in this manner: Since ( ſaid be) the only 


| Perſon on Earth, from whom I gou'd have ex- 


peed Shelter from the King's Addreſſes, has been 


drawn to a Reſolution to betray me to him, it will 


be in vain to hope that, by tarrying here, I can 
eſcape the Snares laid for me ; Arbitrary Power 
can eaſily find Means to force me hence: J will 
therefore go where, I believe, I may promiſe my- 
ſelf an unknown, and therefore ſafe Retreat ; 
and becauſe I will not oblige either of you to the 
Conſtraint of an Untruth, for, doubtleſs, you will 
not paſs unexamin'd, I will not acquaint you with 


the Place of my Retirement, till the Noiſe of my 


having left you is entirely over. Theſe Words 
gave a good deal of Satisfaction to the Perſons 


they were addreſs'd to, being unwilling to be 


brought under the Diſpleaſure of the King by de- 
raining her, and more unwilling to yield her up a 
T 
preſently imagin'd it was to ſome Monaſtery Fu 
wou'd fly for Refuge, and commended her Diſ- 
cretion in concealing the Name of it; well koow- 
ing, that if it were diſcover d, not even that holy 
Sanction would avail againſt the united Commands of 
the King and Madam de MonTEsPAN, and 
the very Religions themſelves be ſcrupulous of enter- 
taining a Perſon in oppoſition to their Power. 
Bor I doubt not but the Reader will eaſily 
gueſs it was not to be à Rerlaſe that LASS TIA 
intended; however, ſne was willing enough to let 
Monſieur and Madamoiſelle de VAI IEA continu 
in their Opinion that it was' ſb, and they all con- 
eluded that ſhe ſhould leave their Houſe the next 
Night. She told them ſhe would depart in the 


Habit of a Pilgrim, and for the firſt Night take uf 
ther Lodging at à common Inn, from ag” ſhe 
"2 1 auen 


reer , , acns ra 


PKS g ro 8 „ re 


The SELF - ABANDON'D. 33 
knew how to get conveniency to be 'd to the 
Place ſhe deſign'd to go to ; and: for the better de- 
ceiving Madam de MonTEsPAN, Madamoiſelle 
ſhould write to her, taking no notice that ſhe 
knew any thing of her having order'd LAss EL 1 4's 
Return ; but to acquaint her, that that young La- 
dy had left Collumiers unknown to any body; and 
that both herſelf and Husband were in the greateſt 
Conſternation imaginable what was become of 
her, and for what Cauſe ſhe had, in ſuch a man- 
ner, quitted a Family, whoſe Care it had been to 
uſe her with all poſſtble Reſpect. This Contri- 
yance was applauded by all concern'd in it; and 
Madamoiſelle immediately went about providing 
a Pilgrim's Habit with the utnoſt Secrecy and Cauti- 
on, for not one of the Seryants were to be truſted 
with it. 

In the mean time LASSE LA had her Thoughts 
full of Confuſion ; it was to de Þ Am y & ſhe had 
determin'd to go ; his Arms were her intended 
Sanctuary, and bis Love her Aſylum ; but how to 
let him know) what had befallen her, was a Per- 
plexity ſhe knew not how to remove: To write 
to him, was an Impoſſibility, without having the 
Aﬀair known to the whole Country ; and, ag if 
Fortune had a Deſign to contradict her Inclications, 
he happen'd not to come to de VALIER'Ss. All 
Things being ready , and the Evening ap- 
pointed for her Departure arriv'd, ſhe grew al- 
moſt diſttacted what Courfe ſhe ſhould take; her 
going was /unavoidable, unleſs renouncing all ſhe 
had ſaid, and blaſting her own ſecret Wiſhes, ſhe 
could have contented herſelf to remain there till 
a ſecond Mandate, back d with Force, ſhould have 


oblig d her to return to Paris. And where to go 


ſhe knew not, nor could think of any plauſible 
Pretence whereby ſhe might advertiſe de Amy = 
of. ber Proceedings: The Diſtraction of her Mind 
ſhow'd itſelf in her Countenance, ſhe was ready 


K 2 to 


” 
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to ſink with Apprehenſion what might h to 
her, wandring alone, a Stranger, and uncertain 
where ſhe ſhould find Shelter, even from the Wez- 
ther While  Madamoiſelle de VA LIE A Was 
helping to dreſs her like a Pilgrim, ſhe trembled, 
and had ſcarce Strength to ſuffer any thing to be 
done; but this paſs d for the Trouble ſhe was in 
at being oblig'd to depart from them in a manner 
ſo odd; and, with much 'ado, ſhe was at laſt e- 
uipt. The Care of Monſieur and his Lady had 
iſpatch'd all the Servants, ſome one way, ſome 
another, that when the fair Pilgrim was to make 
her Ex#, there was no body in the Houſe but them 
three. The Parting was extreamly moving; 
Madamoiſelle held her in her Arms for ſome time, 
without being able to let her go, while the other 
ſeem'd as unwilling to get looſe, till Monſieur 
reminding them, that probably ſome of the Fa- 
mily might return, and diſappoint all the Meaſures 
they had taken, they broke with mutual Tears 
from one another's Embrace. The Lady retir d 
to her Cloſet, to pray for a good Event of this, 
as ſhe thought, pious Fraud; and her Husband con- 
ducted the diſguis'd Fair-One to the Road, where 
ſhe defir'd him to leave her, aſſuring him ſhe would 
write by the firſt Opportunity, to give notice hom ſhe 
was, tho' not qubere ſhe was. 

THE Reader's Imagination here muſt help me 
out, for Words wou'd be inſufficient to repreſent 
what *twas LASSEL TA endur'd, when leſt alone; 
all that one can think of Dread, of Anxiety, was 
ſhort of her enduring — She was naturally timorous; 
and having never been expos d to any Dangers, 
now all at once to brave ſo many, was more than 
all the Reſolution ſhe had muſter d up could ena- 


. 


ble her. She accuſed de Amy x of Ingratitude - 


and Coldneſs, that he had not been at de VA- 

1 IEA theſe two Days — Oh! (ſail ſbe eo ber- 
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tended, a Sympathy of Souls would have brought 
um — By Intuition he would have known I 
was about to do ſomething that requir'd his Aid -— 
Is Love a Divinity, and does any Spark of it in- 
form his Breaſt, and not by ſome ſecret Impulſe 
warn him that his LASS EL IA has for his ſake, 
abandon'd herſelf to all that can be thought of 
Miſery and Horror ? Thus did ſhe upbraid the 
Paſſion that poſſeſs'd her, while wandring up and 
down the Fields, for the Fears ſhe was in, wou'd 
not ſuffer her to keep the Road The fight 
of any Paſſengers, though at a diſtance, terrify'd her 
beyond expreſſion ; ſhe imagin'd that, if ſeen, ſhe 
ſhou'd be known in ſpite of her Diſguiſe, and her 
diſtracted Apprehenſion form'd a thouſand Ideas 
of Dangers all frightful and hideous to Nature! — 
The Darkneſs coming on, encreaſed them, and ſhe 
would now have given all the World to have been 
in ſome Place of Shelter; but ſhe was wholly un- 
acquainted with the way to any Inn, and being 
ſiray'd a good diſtance from the Road, was hope- 
leſs of finding it. Tis probable, . in her preſent 
Fears, ſhe would have return'd to de VALIIE IAS, 
had ſhe known her way back ; but that was alſo 
impoſſible ; and as ſhe had run herſelf into this 
Misfortune, thare was nothing for her to do, bur 
patiently to bear whatever might be the Con- 
ſequence, It would be too tedious to repeat the 


Lamentations ſhe made, or the various Turns of 


Anguiſh which the different Paſſions created in her 
Soul: So I ſhall only ſay, that when it grew quite 
dark, ſhe withdrew to a little Copſe, which ſhe 
found in the middle of the Field ; and their cove- 
ring herſelf as well as ſhe cou'd with her Pilgrim's: 


Weed, lay all Night on the Earth, no other Bed | 


than a few fallen Leaves, nor Canopy, than the 
. Fx Hard Lodging for a young Lady bred in 
1 the Delicacies of the moſt ous and mag- 
nifcent Court of Exrope | * 87 K 
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*T 1s eaſy to believe ſhe reſted not much, her 
Griefs and Uneaſineſſes were of a Nature too violent 
to admit the Influence of the God of Sleep, nor did 
the Dawn afford her any Copſolation, ſhe was ſtill 
in the ſame wretched State; and after caſting in 
her Mind a thouſand various Projections, which all 
ſeem'd impoſſible to accompliſh, ſhe laid herſelf down 
again, quite ſtupid with her Griefs ; reſolving, as 
much as ſhe had power of reſolving, on any thing, 
to riſe no more. 

Bor ſhe had not continued long in this Lethar- 
gy of Thought, before ſhe was rouz'd from it by 
a ſudden and loud Noiſe of Horſes, Hunting. 
Horns, and a great Cry of Dogs, they rufl'd 
uit by the Place ſhe was in, and had not the 
Gentlemen been too eager on their Game to regard 
any thing elſe, ſhe muſt needs have been diſco- 
ver'd by them, as they paſs'd, in ſpite of her leafy 
Covert, The unexpected Sound made her ſtart 
at firſt hearing ; bur lifting ap her Head a little, 
as much as ſhe had Courage, and perceiving what 
it was that had occaſion'd it, ſhe flunk down a- 
gain, trembling for fear ſhe ſhou'd be ſeen, and 
continu'd in that Poſture for ſome time : At 
laſt, hearing nothing but the — 5a the Leaves 
blown to and fro by the Winds, ſhe once more 
ventur'd to riſe, and walk; not that ſhe had any 
Hope of mending her Condition, but to ſeek a 
Place more remote to die in. She had not gone 
many Paces from the Copſe, which bad been her 
Habitation that Night, belore ſhe ſaw a Man on 
Horſeback, rid'ng leiſurely croſs the Field juſt op. 
— to her — All the Terrors her confus'd 

magination had created, return d with double 
Force at this Sight; and endeavouring to avoid 


him with too much Precipitation, her Feet hap-. 


pen'd to be entangled with ſome . buſhy ' Twigs 
that lay in the way, and down ſhe fell. She wou'd 


have roſe aimbly enough, but the _ 11 505 
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gubſtance which had thrown her, ſtill hung about 


. ber, and all the cou'd do was inſufficient to di- 
id engage herſelf, till the Gentleman, perceiving the 
ill Accident, alighted' from his Horſe, and ran to her 
in Aſſiſtance; But how ſhall I ſet forth, as it de- 
11 ſerves, - that vaſt Exceſs of inſupportable, unutte- 
= rable Joy, which ruſh'd at once into her Soul, 
2s when looking up, ſhe ſaw in the Perſon ſhe had- 
Fa fed, him whom to meet ſhe had run fo many Dan- 
191 ers; her dear, her ador'd deP AM YE — The 
1. ſwilt Viciſſitude from the Extreme of one Paſſion 
by to another was too violent for her Weakneſs to 


ſuſtain —— it took away all power of Utterance, 
A or of Motion. Madamoiſelle 4. VAITLIE had fo 
he artificially diſpuis'd her, that till finding ſhe was 
rd fainting away, he began to pull the things from 
her' Face, in order to give her Air; he knew not 
fy d whom it was that Pity and Good-nature had 
ot engag d him to do that good Oifice: But when 
le, the Face of LASSELIA was diſcover'd, the fame, 
* or if poſſible, a greater degree of Tranſports than 
* ſhe had felt, were now his Turn to Experience — 
1 both were too much loſt in Rapture to expreſs it 
At by any other way than Kiſſes, Embraces, and all 
_ the fond Endearments of mutual Extaſy — Words 
oo were too your too mean Acknowledgments of 


ny the unbounded Bliſs of ſuch a Meeting — ner 
4 cou'd they, for ſome Minutes, be able to relate to 
* each other the Means by which it came to paſs; 
* till Curiofity claiming a Share in his other Emo- 
K tions, he contented himſelf to give a little Truce 


w- to the tumultuous Pleaſure he enjoy'd in her Em- 
0 braces, to eaſe his Wonder at ſeeing her in that 
\le Carb and Place; which ſhe, endeavouring to re- 
M collect herſelf, as much as poſſible, oblig'd him 
p- in, by ſnewing him Madam de MonTEsPANn's 

Letter, and acquainting him with the Reaſons 
1d why ſhe had left Paris; and ſince the Houſe of 
| de VALIERr — Such a diſcovery muſt have been 

bod K 4 an 
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4 LASSELIA: Or, 

an Addition, if it cou'd have admitted of any, to 
the Paſſion he proſeſt for her — to fly from the 
Embraces - a King, to loſe for A . the Ad- 
van de might have Qed from the Fa- 
been, Aging ns Madam de MoNTEs- 
DAN, and to endure ſuch Terrors, ſuch certain 
Hardſhips as had been her Portion the Night be- 
fore, and might have continued on her till Death 
had put an end to them, had not Chance directed 
him that way, only for the uncertain Hopes of 
finding a ſafe Harbour in bis Arms at laſt, was 
fuch a Proof of : condeſcending Tenderneſs, of 
Love the moſt ſublime, the | moſt violent that 
ever was, that he confeſs'd it far ſurpaſs'd all poſ- 
ſibility of a return, and grew even painful to a 
grateful, generous Heart, which, he ſaid, had not 
the means to thank, as it deſery'd, ſuch a pro- 
tufive Waſte of laviſh Kindneſs +— But Las 
5E L IA ſoon remoy'd that Diſcontent, by aſſu- 
ring him ſhe ſhou'd think herſef more happy in 
the Conqueſt of his Heart, tban in that of the 
whole World; and that all ſhe intreated of him, 


mMou'd be Conſtancy. This little amorous Conteſt 


being over, ſne began gently to reproach him 
for the want of that Impatience, which, by her- 


ſelf, ſhe knew was incident to Love. How cou d 


you, (ſaid fre) after: fo many tender Declarati- 
ons on your Side, and Condeſcenſions on mine, 
have the Inhumanity to keep two long Days from 
the only Place where you cou'd expect to ſee 
me ? — Had you been kind enough to have 
fought me at de VAL1E x's, what thouſand Af. 
-fliftions had you ſavd me: all the Terrors of 


this laſt cruel Night had been unſelt, and in their 
room I had been poſſeſt of Joys inconceivable —— 
- Bliſs without a Name, and which is no where to 


be found but in the Preſence of my ador d dle 


I AMY Et. You do well, (reply'd be, tenderly em- 
- bracing ber) you do well, my Angel! by the di- 


vine 
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vine Softneſs of your laſt Words, to make me 
Reparation for the injuſtice of your former ones. — 
Oh! did you know on what a Rack of high-rais'd 
Expectation I was kept, you would not blame, 
but pity me — to a Man in my Circumſtances, 

rtunities are ſcarce ; nor cou'd I, in all that 
Age of Hours, which you call but two Days, find 
one which I cou'd hope wou'd bleſs me, till, mad 
with the Delay, I contriv'd a Hunting-Match, and 
invited de VAL1ER to be Partaker of it, and at 
the ame time entreated his Wife wou'd bear mine 
company at our Houſe, till the Chaſe ſhou'd be 
oyer. I flatter'd myſelf with a Belief you wou'd 
diſcern my —_— and make ſome Pretence to 
ſlay at home, while I wou'd, unperceiv'd, have 
dropp'd my Company, and ſtole unſuſpe&ed ro that 
dear Bower where firſt I had the glorious Diſcove- 
ry of your tender Sentiments ; but all theſe Hopes - 
were daſh'd, and I wonder how I ſurviv'd the kil- 
ling News, or that at leaſt my Countenance did 
not diſcover how nearly I was "intereſted, when de 
VALI1E R, at his coming this Morning, told me 
you had laſt Night left his Houſe, unknown to all 
the Family ; and that it was the greareſt Myſtery 
in Nature, on what Occaſion, or to what Place, 
you were retir'd — The Force I have done my- 
ſelf, ſince this Information, in putting on a con- 
ſrain'd Good-Humour to him and the reſt of the 
e can by nothing be made known to you, 
but by your own dear extenſive Imagination; and 
I ſhall only tell you, that not able to endure it 
longer, I took the Advantage of their Eagerneſs to 

ue a Stag juſt rouzed, and turn'd from them 
do indulge a Melancholy I believ'd I had bur too 
juſt a ground for — I was reſolving, under the 
pretence of travelling for Improvement, to put 
myſelf into ſome Diſguiſe, and ſearch the Coun- 
try round, till I had found you — when Chance 
-- bleſs'd Chance —_ from henceforward = 2 
#3 . 5 


42 LASSELIA .: Or, 
by my Deity, brought you to my Sight, and in a 
Moment chang'd the Hell of my Deſpair, to all 
the Heaven my Soul is capable of poſſeſſing. A 
thouſand Kiſſes, and ſtrenuous Embraces, clos d 
this Diſcourſe ; nor wou'd they ever have known 
when to have given over ſo delightful an Employ. 
ment, but that a repeating Watch, which he hap- 
pened to have in his Pocket, ſtriking Eleven, re- 
minded him that *twas poſſible ma pk might 
return, and that this was no fit Place to continue 
their amorous Entertainment ; therefore, remount- 
ing his Horſe, and taking her up behind him, who 
joyfully put herſelf into his Protection, he rid a 
quite contrary way to that he expected them to 
come, and ſtopping at an Inn, where he had ſome 
little Acquaintance, he recommended her to the 
People of the Houſe, and charging them to take 
icular Care of her, without asking any Que- 
ions who or what ſhe was, forc'd himſelf to 
Jeave her, having firſt obtain'd a ſolemn Promiſe 
from her, that the would endeavour, by Repoſe, 
to recover the Fatigue ſhe had undergone, aſſu- 
ring her that he wou'd return before Night. She 
doubted not the Performance of his Promiſe, both 
in this and every thing elſe : Love is ever credu- 
Jous, and inſpires ſo good an Opinion of the dar- 
ling Object, that it is not without great Dfficulty 
the Heart which harbours it, can be brought to 
believe any thing to the Perjudice of what it wiſhes, 
even where there is the greateſt Ground for Suſpi- 
cion; and, indeed, there was here Occaſion ſuffici- 
ent for an implicite Faith ; the little Knowledge - 
ſhe had for the Principles of de PAMYE, was but 
a too reaſonable Cauſe for Doubt, that when he 
had nothing more to obtain, he might retain as 
little Regard for the Perſon who ſo generouſly gave 
him all, as his Sex ordinarily do — it was but a 
Chance whether by putting herſelf under his Pro- 
tection, ſhe ſhou'd not fall into the moſt * 
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ble Circumſtance to which a ſond believing Wo- 
man can poſſibly be ſubjected; and in ſuch a Ven- 
ture there were ten thouſand Blanks to one Prize. 
But Fortune in this Particular was on her Side, 
dT AMV E had a Stock of Good- nature, Honour, 
and Sincerity; which had it been divided among 
lis whole Sex, might have bleſs'd the Race of Wo- 
mankind — he never promis d more than he per- 
form'd —— his Profeſſions never outſoar'd his Mean- 
ing —— and though no Man that ever liv'd, had a 

eater Command of Language, he choſe rather 

Deeds than Words to expreſs his Paſſion. — In 
the whole Courſe of his long Amour-with her, ſhe 
had it not in her power to accuſe him of baving 
told her one Untruth — To the End of his Life tie 
lov'd her with an undiminiſh'd Ardour —— was 
ſtrictly careful of her Reputation, while there was 
a poſſibility of preſerving it —— zealous for her 
Intereſt, and ever eager ſor her Love — Such a 
Ruin (as by the nicely Virtuous, the Sacrifice ſhe 
made him of her Honour could be call'd no other) 
was too pleaſing to permit her to repent it 
Fame, Reputation, Grandure, all that the Genera- 
lity of Souls are ſway'd by, ſeem'd little in com- 
petition with his Love; and whenever the Re- 
llection, that by the Laws of the Nation their 
Pleaſures were no other than Criminal, came a 
croſs her Thoughts, he had taught her to abſolye 
herſelf, by arguing with her Conſcience in this man- 
ner: Why (aid fe) ſhould 1 condemn that as a 
Fault which Heaven ne ' er made one ! Tis Cuſtom 
only and Prieſteraſt make me guilty — What Right 
bad thoſe imperious Di&ators to impoſe Laws on 
their Fellow-Creatures ? Not any of their Le- 
gends can boaſt a Divine Miſſion to authorize their 
Inſolence — In former times, Plurality of Wives 
and Concubines were allow'd of, and to this Day 
are forbidden but by a ſmall Part of the World 
80 far were the Suggeſtions of him who made it 
bis 


44 LASSEITA: Or; 
his chief Care to reconcile her to what ſhe had done: 
but Love, and her extreme Admiration of him, * 
niſh'd her with more. But ſuppoſe (would 
e ſay) it were indeed a Crime with any other 
Man, the Caſe is widely different with him J love; 
the charming, the unequall'd de IAM x, that 
Pride of Nature! that Boaſt of the Creation ! can. 
not ſure be thought to err while he obeys the firſt, 
great, undiſputable Command Go forth and 
multiply A thouſand Wives, were there ſo many 
Women worthy of his Love, ſhould rather ſpread 
his glorious Image round the peopled Earth ! adorn 
Humanity ! and bleſs the Age to come! —— With 
theſe, and the like wild Notions, did the Violence of 
her Paſſion tranſport her, and ſtifle all Remorſe ; 
which however really condemnable in themſelyes, 
ſerv'd to make her entirely eaſy in a Life which elſe 
muſt have been full of Diſquiets + x 
Bur I forget that by theſe \Digreſſions I ſhall 
become tireſome to my Reader: To go on there- 
fore with the Hiſtory of this «(whom I may juſtly 
ealh) Self-Abandin'd Fair: Some Hours before ſhe 
expected him, did the impatient de ! Amy E, pre- 
tending ſudden Buſineſs, get rid of the Company 
he had invited, and returned” to the Inn. where he 
had left her; the Joy of their Meeting was pro- 
portion'd.to that of Paſſion they were mu- 
zwally tranſported with; and he, having order'd his 
Affairs ſo as to be abſent from Home, ſtay'd with 
her all Night, and without any more Reſiſtance 
than ſuch as but heighten'd Deſire, enjoy d thoſe 
Charms a King had vainly languiſh'd to obtain. 
When a little Ceſſation from Rapture would give 
leave for cooler Converſat ion, they began to con- 
ſult where, and in what manner ſhe ſhou'd be 
conceal'd; and aſter many various Propoſals on 
his fide, and Reſuſals on hers, as being either 
dangerous, or improper; at laſt it was concluded 
hne mou d ſtay where fhe was, not only 3 
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The SELF-ABANDON'D, 45% 
the People being of a mercenary Nature, Gold: 
might make them entirely at his Devotion, but alſo- 
that it being very near his Houſe, he might with- 
the more Convenience be often with her ; to add 
to'this, her Face was utterly unknown to them,. 
and whatever Rewards might be offered by the- 
King or Madam de MonTEeSPAN, for the diſ- 
overy of LASSEL IA, their Ignorance that they 
had the Charge of ſuch a Perſon, would be her Se- 
curity. 

j 5 k lived for ſome Months in all the 2 
that Love, in the moſt elevated Degree, can 

ford to thoſe who devote themſelyes entirely to 
that Paſſion ; but, alas ! how tranſient is a Happi- 
refs built on this Foundation; If the darling Ob- 
ject of our Tenderneſs, by ſome uncommon Prin- 
ciple of Honour, or a Conſtancy ſeldom incident 
to the Nature of Mankind, returns not with In- 
gratitude or Falſhood the Condeſcenſions we have 
made; the Hand of Fate, by ſome unforeſeen, 
ſome unimagin'd Blow, daſhes the fhort-liv'd: 
Bliſs, hurls us to laſting Wretchedneſs, and forces 
us to own, tho' late, the fad Effects of our miſta- 
ken Zeal, Madam de F AMV E, who; as I have 
beſore obſery'd, was not without a good deal of 
womaniſh Pride and Jealouſy in her Nature, ei- 
ther by finding a difference in her Husband's Be- 
haviour, or ſome other Reaſon, began to grow 
prodigiouſly diſquieted, and reſolved to know the 
Truth of what that Buſineſs was which he preten- 
ded oblig'd him to be ſo often from Home, and 
where it was that he, of late, had paſt ſo many 
Days and Nights. In order for this Diſtovery-ſhe 
ſent a Servant, whom ſhe cou'd confide in, to 
watch at a. diſtance where his Maſter went: but 
the Caution of de Amy E rendered theſe Endea- 
vours fruitleſs for a long Time; for he never went 
directly to the Inn where LASS EL IA was lodg'd, 
but made ſhort Viſits at ſeyeral Houſes which 
* happened 


46 LASSELTA: or, 


happened to be not far diſtant from his own: 
And *tis probable that by this means ſhe wou'd 
never have had it in her Power to have made herſelf 
wretched, by a Diſcovery. of that, which for her 
own Peace, as well as that of the other Perſons 
concern'd in it, had much better have been eternally 
conceal'd, if an Accident had not happened, that 
when ſhe had almoſt given over all Hope of it, 


brought every thing to light. 


The HISTORY of the two Mada- 
moiſelle DOUXMOURIES, 


A FriENDSHIP of a very ancient ſtanding 

L having been between the Families of de 
AM YE and Do Vx u OUR IR, it was mutually 
deſir d that the former having but one Son, and the 
other no more Children than two Daughters, the 
Amity between them might be preſery'd by his 
Marriage with one of them — The eldeſt of 
them, being moſt favour'd by her Father, was the 
Perſon propos'd, and old de P Amy E agreeing to 
it, every thing was concluded on before the Incli- 
nations of the Parties themſelves were conſulted : 
The young Gentleman, who had been on his Tra- 
vels, though he was every Day expected home, did 
not return till ſome Months after this Affair was 
ſettled ; ſo that his intended Bride had much the 
Advantage of him, in knowing to whom ſhe was 
ordain'd. — The Expectations that ſhe would 
be a very conſiderable Match, being Coheireſs 
with her Siſter of a vaſt Eſtate, join'd to her other 
Accompliſhments, had attracted a great number of 
Admirers, all which her Father oblig'd her to 155 
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miſs, and told her he had provided a Husband for 
her, whoſe Quality and Fortune were what he ap- 

of, and whoſe perſonal Merits were not to 

ualled by any of thoſe who pretended a Paſ- 
fon for her: Nor was it from her Father alone 
ſhe received this Character of him, ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen, who had accompany'd him to ſome of 
thoſe Courts, which he had viſited for Improve- 
ment, being returned before him, reported him 
to be grown a perfe& Maſter of all thoſe Accom- 
pliſhments which can render a Man truly valuable. 
The thing was publickly talk'd of, all her Ac- 
quaintance wiſh'd. her Joy of a Happineſs which 
was look d upon as good as compleated, and 
among them there were not a few who would 
have rejoyced to have had a poſſibility of putting 
themſelves in her place, and envy'd her more for 
the good Fortune ſhe was to enjoy in the Poſſeſ- 
fion of fo charming a Husband, than for the 
Dowry ſhe received from her Father, She, who 
had a Heart intirely unprepoſleſs'd with any other 
Object, was perſe&ly ſatisfied with the Choice had 
been made for her; and though it could not be 
faid ſhe was in love with one whoſe Perſon ſhe had 
never ſeen, yet tis certain, that from the prodigious. 
Character ſhe had heard of him, ſhe had form'd ſo 
reat an Idea of Happineſs in being his Wife, that 
lW6bey'd the Commands of her Father in reſolving 
to become ſo with an Inclination, at leaſt, equal to. 
her Duty. 

Ar Nan, the long - expected Charmer was ar- 
rived ; and as ſoon as the firſk Demonſtrations of 
Joy for his Return were over, was inſorm'd by 
his Father of -what he had concluded on for him : 
The old Gentleman did not fail to repreſent the 
Advantages of ſuch a Match in Colours the moſt 
agreeable, and extoll'd the Merits of the Lady he 
4 ad for him to ſo high a Degree, that a youth- 


by 
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by fo elegant a Deſcription —— The Fatioue of 
. —— had — from him — 
ence and Curioſity which ſuch an Occaſion com- 
monly inſpires: He was eager to ſee her, and de- 
ſir d he might be introduc'd immediately, Hig 
Father, overjoy'd to find him in a. Humour ſo 
much diſpos'd- to Obedience, comply'd with his 
Requeſt, and they went together to the Houſe of 
Monſieur Doux M oOURIE. Old e , Amy E be- 


ing told he was gone to take a Walk in his Gar- 


den, went to ſeek him there, leaving his Son in 
the Parlour till his Return, little imagining what 
Event that ſnort Time of his Abſence would bring 
forth. The youngeſt of the Douxwovurit's 
having heard the Congratulations which had been 
paid to her Siſter on the a t of her intended 
Marrige, and the Admiration every one that knew 
him had exprefs'd of the graceful Perſon and Be- 
haviour of him who was to be the Husband, had 
a Deſire, which indeed had ſomething more in it 
than Curioſity, to ſee. him: and being told by 
ſome of the Servants: that he was below, reſolv'd 
to be a Witneſs of what ſo many had alledg'd- in 
his favour : She had the better Opportunity of do- 
ing it, becauſe her Siſter was that Afternoon gone 
out to make ſome Viſits; Therefore coming into 
the Room where he was, with a Gaiety and Free- 
dom which is pretty common among the N 
Ladies, ſtruck his Fancy, at firſt fight, with ſome- 
thing to her Advantage, which ſhe was far from 

ing. He no ſooner ſaw her, than he wiſh'd 
ſhe might be the Perſon his Father had made 


choice of for him; and his Travels having fur- 


niſh'd him with a good Quantity of Aflurance, 
though no more than what is agreeable, provided 


the Perſon poſleſs'd of it knows how to temper it 


with Good-Manners, he tly made her ſenſi- 


ble how happy he ſhould think himſelf if the 
were the Daughter of Monſieur un 
| Toung 
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Young as ſhe was, ſtie was not fo dull of Appre- 
henſion as not to underſtand him; but pe. 
he either had not been made acquainted, or ha 

forgot that there were two of them, forbore to 
remind him, prompted thereto by ſome ſecret Dic- 
utes, to which as yet ſhe was herſelf a Stran- 
ger to the meaning of; and only anſwering him 
in the Affirmative, that ſhe had the Honour to call 


that Gentleman Father, prevented him from giv- 


ing any Check to the Paſſion which was juſt then 


kindled in his Soul; and thinking himſelf the hap- 


pieſt Man on Earth, to find in one Perſon all that 
could indulge his Love, and. at the ſame Time gra- 
tify his Intereſt and his Duty, was too much 
tranſported to reſtrain his Joy, or wait the dull 
Formality of her being preſented to him; but tel- 
ling her who he was (which ſhe knew well enough 
before) and asking her if ſhe had never heard of 
ſuch a Man, who had been flatter'd with the hope 
that he ſhould one Day be bleſt in the poſſeſſi- 
on of the Daughter of Douxmovurts: Yes, 


Monſieur, (anſwer'd fbe, bluſing, and with an 


Air which ſtill confirm'd him ſbe was the Perſon he 
wiſh'd, and alſo that the fight of him had given hee 
Emotions, in ſome meaſure proportion'd to thoſe he 
felt for her.) I am, indeed ( ſaid fe) the Daughter: 
of D@UxXMOVURIE, nor are you deceiv'd in 
your Conjecture, if you imagine I have heard 
enough of de I AMYE to make me impatient for 
his coming. He was about to reply to theſe ob- 
living Words, in Terms full-of Tenderneſs, when 
the coming in of both their Fathers prevented ei- 
ther of them from proceeding. After the firſt Ci- 
viities were over, Monſieur DouxMoUrisg be- 
gan to ſpeak of the Happineſs he propos'd in 
uniting their Families; and young de ! Amy E aſ- 
fur d him, that, in providing for him in this man- 
ner, he thought himſelf under greater Obligations 
to his Father, than for all he ever did, or _ 


& 
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do for him beſides Vou are infinitely gallant, 
reply d Monſieur; and I hope, if what you tell me 
be your real Sentiments, you will have no occaſion 
to alter them when you ſee my Daughter, who, 
not appriz d of the Honour of a Viſit from you, 
happens to be abroad; but I have ſent for her, 
and I know ſhe will be here immediately. What 
mean you Sir ? (interrupted del Amy x, range 
ſurprix d) is not this Lady your Daughter ! One of 
them (reſum d the other ; ) but ſhe that the diſcern- 
ing Eyes of your rightly-judging Father has point 
ed out for you, as much exceeds her in all the 
Perfe&ions of Mind and Body, as this might ſeem 
to do an untaught tawny Ethiope. It is not to be 
imagin'd what an Alarm theſe Words gave the 
Perſon they were addreſs'd to He hardly 
could recover: himſelf ſo far as to be able to 
make any Anſwer, and when he did, it was in 
this manner: I doubt not (ſaid be coldly) but that 
al your Family have Excellencies peculiar to them- 
ſelves —— but I ſhould: never wiſh a nobler 82 
tisfaction, than what is in the power of this young 
Lady to beſtow. Had a difintereſted Perſon been 
preſent, it would have been pleaſant enough to 
haye obſerv'd the Surprize and Vexation which ap- 
pear'd in the Faces of the two old Gentlemen — 
ey ſtood. for ſome time looking on one another 
ia fixed Poſture, as if ſome ne Event . 
/ had happen'd, which had depriy'd them of the 
Power of Speech, till the Father of him who had 
been the Occaſion of it, firſt broke Silence in theſe 
/ or the like Expreſſions — 'You muſt pardon (aid 
ze) the Deference which my Son has Gallantry e- 
| Hough to pay to the preſent Fair ——. He has tra- 
vell'd, you know, and that ſort of Education ge- 
nerally inſpires a Deſire of becoming pleaſing to 
all —— T bope he is better acquainted with my 
Intentions, than to prefer, in reality, any to her [ 
have appointed for him — Aye, aye, 1 ” 


might eaſily inform thoſe that ſaw. her, there 
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uber, it is all owing to this forward Gir Leave the 
Room! (cont inu d he, turning to bis Daughter, who 
had been all this while trembling with Confuſion 
and Uncertainty how to behave in this Affair) be 

e! —— Lou are too young for Converſations 
Fo as we are upon. Though by what after enſu'd, 
one may believe ſhe wou'd have given her Soul 
almoſt to have ſtaid ; ſhe was kept in too much 
Awe by the Severity of her Father, to dare to diſ- 
obey him, and ſhe went away in Tears; which fo 
ſenſibly touch'd de / Am E, that not all the Re- 
ſpect he ow'd to the Preſence of his Father wou'd 
have been able to have reſtrain'd him from uttering 
a much greater Part of his Sentiments, than yet 
he had done, if the immediate Entrance of that 
Lady, for whoſe ſake the other had been treated 
in this manner, had not made it improper : She no 
ſooner appear d, than, after having paid a civil 
Reſpe& to the two Strangers, ſhe ask'd her Father 
what had occaſion'd his Commands for her Return 
home. That, reply d be, which I doubt not but 
all here will at laſt think themſelves happy in. 
In ſpeaking theſe Words, he preſented her to de 
Au v; and, for form ſake, told her who he was, 
though the Servant who was ſent for her had before 
related the News. 

NoTmr1nG could be more dazling than the 
Appearance of this Lady; her Perſon was every 
— agreeable, ſne had the fineſt Hair and Com- 
plexion in the World, her Features were perfectly 


regular; nor could the niceſt Eye find a Pefect 


either in her Face or Shape, unleſs that ſne were 
ſomething too tall; but then there was an Air of 


Majeſty about her, which little People very rarely 


can boaſt, and which made her appear extreamly 


charming —_—_— T0 al] that Nature had beſtow d, a 


Art had done its utmoſt to embelliſn her: ſhe was 
dreſs'd in ſo rich as well as becom ing a manner, 


was 
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was nothing wanting from her own Care for the one, 
or Indglgence of her Father for the other. But not 
all the Attractions ſhe was Miſtreſs of, were ſuffici- 
ent to make her appear half ſo amiable in the Eyes 
of de P AmvE, as did her Siſter : there was an eaſy 
Freedom in the Behaviour, a winning Sofcneſs in 
the Air and Face of that young _Creature, though 
dreſs'd-in a more plain Apparel, and not ſet off with 
any 11lufiration, which took more with him, and he 
continu'd to think her infinitely more lovely in her 
native Charms, than this, adorn'd in all the gawdy 
Pomp of Finery, and Blaze of Jewels. The Paf- 
ſion he was pofleſs'd of for the other, and the Re- 
flection how indifferently ſhe had been uſed on the 
account of this, work'd ſo ſtrongly in his Soul, 


that he had ſcarce power enough over himſelf to 


pay her even thoſe common Compliments, which 
cou'd not be omitted without ill Manners —— 


In fine, the little he ſaid to her appear'd fo fore d, 


ſo different from what is dictated by the Heart, 


that a Perſon far leſs capable of judging than ſhe 
was, might eaſily perceive he was little influenc'd 
in the manner ſhe expected: By the Deſcription I 
have given of her, I believe my Reader will not 


imagine her to be the humbleſt of her Sex; though, 
had ihe been ſuch, a Diſappointment like this was 
\:fficient to rouze the ſmalleſt Sparks of Pride, and 


kindle up Reſentment ; but as ſhe really was of a 
Humour perhaps the leaſt inclinable to pardon an 
Indignity of this kind, of all others, ſhe grew all 


Fury, and her tumultuous T ts meditated no- 


_ "thing but Revenge : but if his not loving her had 
power to raiſe ſuch a Tempeſt of Rage in her 
Soul, to what an infinite Degree did the Know- 
ledge (which ſhe ſoon after receiv'd) that it was 

to the more prevailing Charms of her Siſter ſhe , 
wid this Mortification, tranſport her ! All that can 
be conceiv'd of Violent, was mean to that with 
"Which her haughty Temper was agitated, The 
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Lady felt the Effects of it; her Father 
— * — inrag'd, that by her ſhowing herſelf, 
the. Match might probably be broken off between 
&. AM VA and his favourite Daughter, that he 
wou'd not ſuffer her to come in his fight ; but 
order'd ſhe ſhould ſtay in her Chamber, whence 
he yow'd ſhe ſhould never come out, unleſs it 
were to be diſpos'd in a Monaſtery, without. de 
AMY E, repenting the Declarations he had: made 
in her favour, conſented to the Conſummation of 
what his Father had agreed upon for him 
Nor was this all the Hardſhip ſhe endur'd ; ſhe was 
deny'd Eaſe in her Confinement, her Siſter -was 
perpetually coming in to inſult her, and whenever 
any Company or Buſineſs gave her a ſmall Ceſſa- 
tion from this Vexation, her own. diſturb d Thoughts 
were ſufficiently her Tormentors —— She 
lord the charming de.” AM * E, though ſhe had 
ſeen him but once, with a Paſſion as fierce, as violent, 
as her Soul naturally mild and gentle was capable 
of admitting. And the Impoſſibility there was, 
that her Father ever ſhou'd be brought to conſent 
he ſhou'd be his, to the prejudice of her Siſter, 
even. thaugh he ſhould really like her well enough, 
to continue giving her the Preference in his Incli- 
nations, I believe, by all who have experienc'd 
that Paſſion, will be allow'd to be a Torture poy- 
nant enough to break a Heart more reſolute 
than her s. 1 {138% 194 te hm 44 1 

Wu ILE the Family of Dou xu ou 1R were 
in theſe Perplexit es, that of de/ AM VE was not 
much better: the young Gentleman plainly told 
his Father, he never would marry the Perſon pro- 
pos d, and obſtinately refus d making any more 
Vilts to that Houſe, unleſs he might be admitted 
to pay his Addreſſes to the youngeſt ; Daughter, 
This created many Arguments between, them; and 


neither of them being able to overcome the Reſo- 
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lution of the other, the whole Affair, for ſome time, 
continu'd in ſuſpence. 

Oro deP Au E at length having, for many 
Reaſons, a prodigious Deſire his Son ſhould marry 
into that Family, endeavour'd to perſuade Mon- 


feur DoVvxMoOVURIE to give his Conſent that 


he ſhould have her he feem'd moſt to approve ; 
but he was too partially fond of his other Daughter, 
to liflen to ſuch a Propoſal : and fince he had no 
other way to revenge the Contempt ſhe had been 
treated with, encreas'd his ill Uſage of her Riyal 
Siſter in ſuch a manner, that ſhe would not have 
been able to have ſupported it with Life, had 
Heaven not ſent her a Relief, by taken him away 
in whoſe power alone ſhe was, He was taken 
ſuddenly ill of a violent Fever, and died in three 
days, but the approach of Death made but little 
Alteration in his Sentiments ; he did not indeed 
wholly cut off bis younger Daughter of a Child's 
Part in his Eſtate, but left her far inferior to her 


Siſter, and that too to be forfeited if ſhe marry'd 
del ANMYE. RE | 


Sn was now, however her own Miſtreſs ; and 
tis not to be imagin'd that when the was ſo, ſue 
wou'd continue in the ſame Houſe with a Silter, 
whoſe unforgiving Temper had coſt her ſo much 
Uneaſineſs: She took 1 in the Town, and 


being ſtill poſſeſs'd of her former Paſſion, though as 


hopeleſs as ever of gratifying it, ſent to let de 7 
Am YE know ſhe ſhou'd take it as a Fayour if ſhe 
ſaw him among the number of | thoſe who came 
to conſole an unhappy Orphan. This 


Summons was too kind a one for a Man of his 
Gallantry to refuſe, had he been leſs in Love; but 
ſtill retaining the ſame Deſire which the firſt Sight 
of her had inſpired him with, though now degenera- 
ted to a leſs noble Aim, he obeyed with a ſpeed 
which teſtified the © Pleaſure he took in it: The 
former Tenderneſs with which they had * 
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each other, encreaſing by a nearer Converſation, 
both became, at length, roo much overeome by it, 


to haye the Government any longer of their Acti- 


ons. And, to what Extremes will mutual 
Love tranſport its Votories ? — They yielded 
to the all-commanding Force gave up their 


Souls as Victims to his. Sway———and prov'd that 


it was not in the power of the inexorable Do u x- 
OUR E to deprive them of any other Part of the 
Joys of Marriage than the Ceremony. 'The Cone 
ſequence of this was, what might naturally be 
expected, the Cenſure of the World, and a living 
Proof that thoſe Cenſures were not undeſery'd ; but 
in ſpite of thoſe too, which muſt be reckon'd ſtab- 
bing Afflictions to a Woman who has any Pretence 
onour or Reputation, the generous Fair had 
too great a Tenderneſs for her lovely Undoer, to 
preſs him to take off the Reproach ſhe ſuffer'd by 
making her his Wife. A noble Frien 
ſhip went hand in hand with the Paſhon ſhe had for 
him, which would not ſuffer her to wiſh he ſhould 
take to his Arms a Bride unportion'd ; nor indeed, 
as his Affairs ſtood, great part of bis Father's 
Eſtate being/involy'd, could he have done it, with- 
out bringing manifeſt Deſtruction on himſelf, and 
her he married. But the Caſe ſtood not in this 
manner with the Sieur le BLE sSANG, He, tho' 
infinitely ſuperior to hen Fortune, wou'd have 
thought himſelf happy, would ſhe have yielded to 
be his Wife; and when ſhe heard the Rumour 
that every one's mouth was full of, of her Intima 
with de ! AM YE, he was the laſt that believ'd it; 
nor, perhaps, never would have done ſo, if her 
Siſter, who hated her more deadly, fince ſhe knew 
the continued Tenderneſs de AM x till had for 
her, and was ever watchful to expoſe her, had not 


contriv'd a Stratagem, to give him ocular Demon- 


gration. She perſuaded him to dreſs like a Foot - 
man, and under the Prerence of bringing a Letter 
NAME? | from 


55 LASSELIA. Or, 


from that happy Lover, he eaſily got Admittance 
into the Houſe, where the unfortunate Lady was 


in her Child-Bed. That Secret being alſo diſ- 
cover d by the Spies of that aſſiduous Contriver of 
Diſſenſion. Having gain'd Entrance, Love, 
Guriofity, Jealouſy, and a Reſolution of being 
ſatisfied of the Truth, emboldened him to follow 
the Maid that carried up the Letter; and found 
-ber, indeed, as he had inform'd, and the un- 
deniable Teſtimony of what ſhe had been guilty of, 
lying on the Bed by her. The Surprize he was in, 
in ſpite of all had been told him, to ſee her really 
in that Condition, was fo „ that he had pow- 
er to utter no more than, O ! cou'd I have thought 
ran down Stairs immediately the Confu- 
ſion ſhe was in, and ſeeing a Fellow at her Bedſide, 
and the Oddneſs of his Behaviour, hindered her 
from ordering he ſhou'd be ſtay d - but 
when ſhe open'd the Letter, and found it only 2 
Blank, ſhe perceiv'd ſhe had been betray d, and 
was immediately ſeiz d with ſo violent a Diſorder, 
that it threw her into Fits, which had like to have 
been fatal to her. There let us leave her for 2 
while, and return to the enrag' d Lover, Monſieur 
BTESSAN G He had no means of venting 
his Indignation on her who had ſo ungratefully 
repaid his generous AMion, but he cou'd not 
bear the Man who deprived him of her AfeCtions 
ſhou'd live; be th writes a Challenge im- 
mediately to Monſieur de Am y E, who, though 
be cou'd\ not by what way he had affronted 
a Gentleman, who was altogether a Stranger to 
him, had too much Bravery- to refuſe meeting 
him, and went to the Place, and at the Hour ap- 


pointed It was natural enough, beſore they 


encounter d, to enquire. the Cauſe which had pro- 
vok d him to ſend à Billet of that Nature; which 
.Ich : | ce 
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telling him the whole Secret by which he had diſ- 

the Amour. But, ſaid he, (net yet 
able to vanqu iſb the Tenderneſs he bad for her) though 
ſhe is for ever loſt to me, and with her all my 
Soul holds dear, ſo precious is her Fame, and 
Peace of Mind to me, that if you will ſwear to 
recompence the Injury you have done her, by 
an honourable Marriage, I am willing to paſs o- 
yer my own Misfortune in Conſideration of her 
Happineſs, and will here change Vows with you, 
neyer to moleſt your Peace — def AMY, tho? 
tis poſſible he might, after Poſſeſſion, have had 
Gratitude enough to have done every thing in his 
power for her-Eaſe, knew very well his Circum- 
ſtarices would not admit of his marrying in that 
manner; but either not willing to let the other into 
that Secret, or believing- all he cou'd ſay on that 


' ſcore would ſeem but as a Pretence to avoid fight- 


ing, thought it better abſolutely to refuſe it — 
This threw off all the Good-will Monſieur Br Es- 
$ANG before had to an Accommodation; and, 
den ing his Sword —— Now, ſaid he, nothing fhall 
protect thee from me; I fight not now to ſatiate my 
Reyenge on a Rival, but to puniſh a Villain, a 
baſe Violater of Innocence —— Have - at-thee 
then, continued he, (making a Paſs at him =) - 
Defend- thyſelf, if thou canſt, againſt the Cauſe of 
Juſtice, and of injur d Virtue. He made his firſt 
Puſh with ſo much Fury and Skill, that de ! Amy R 
load in need of all his Dexterity to parry it; but 
having ſoil'd him once or twice, and by this t me 
equally enrag'd, gave a home Thruſt, with theſe 
Words — This, cy'd be, to ſhow how little I 
deſerve the Contumely thy raſh miſtaken Rage 
tas branded me with — The unhappy BZE $- 
SANG cou'd anſwer to theſe Upbraidings no other- 
wiſe- than with a Groan, which was indeed his 
laſt; for that Moment put a Period at once to his 
Love, Life, and Indignation. Monſieur deP AN V 

Vor, IV. L waz 
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was exceedingly troubled at this Accident, not on- 
1y becauſe he had robb'd the World of a Gentleman 
whoſe Life might have been of Service to it, but 
alſo that he knew te had too many powerful 
Friends for him to hope to obtain a Pardon for the 
Misfortune he had been the Cauſe of to them 
As he was reflecting a little on the Verxations 
which frequently ariſe from giving way to chat 
Bane of Quiet, Love, he ſaw three or four People 
croſs haſtily over an adjacent Field, and ſeem to 
be coming directly to the Place where he was 
ſtanding by the dead Body of him who ſo unluckily 
had fallen by his hand. Self- preſervation put him 
in mind that this was no fit Place for Contempla- 
tion ; and turning another Way into a Road, the 
Entrance of which he knew very well, he made 
the beſt of his Way to the Lady for whoſe ſake all 
this had happen'd : he found her very ill, and not 
in a Condition to be acquainted with what he had 
to deliver, therefore was obliged to leave her; 
zealouſly entreating the Care of all about her, 
deſigning, if ſhe recovered, to write an account of 
all to her, as ſoon as he ſhould be in a Place of 
Safety ; which not believing was to be found in 
France, he took Shipping immediately, and em- 
barked for Flanders ; where when he had landed, 
he ſent Letters to his Father, and ſome others 
whom he could confide in, defiring they would 
let him know, by Poſt, every thing that paſs'd 
concerning the Death of Monſieur Br EKSSANe. 
The firſt - Anſwers he 2 were _ 2 
Conſolation, though no than he : The 
Perſons whom he ſaw in the Field, were brought 
by the Servant who was employ d in carrying the 
Challenge; who, imagining what ir might contain, 
| had come in hope to have the Miſchief; 
and finding they were too late, went that moment 
to a Magiſtrate, and 2 an Information 
made 
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made for him, and that he muſt never expect to 
ſee France again, unleſs he meant the Viſit ſhould 
be fatal to him — But in the midſt of all theſe 
fad Accounts, he had this to comfort him, that his 
Father was very buſy with all thoſe who were ac- 
counted Favourites at Court; that he ſpar d no Coſt 
nor Trouble to procure a —_ and that there 
were ſome among them, who given him 
of ſucceeding. | 12 

Tars Misfortune was vary to old Mon- 
ſeur de! AN E, not only it depriv d him 
of the Pleaſure of his dear Son's Company, but 
alſo that it was the tearing to pieces of his already 
broken Eſtate: and the Trouble and Fatigue it oc- 
calion'd him, was ſuch, as was very near bringing 
him to his Grave, 

Bor what Tongue is able to expreſs the Grief, 
the Diſtraction of the unfortunate Cauſe of all this 
Woe, when firſt ſhe heard the fatal News : Had 


it not been prevented by the watchful Care of thoſe 


about her, ſhe wou'd not have liv'd a Moment to 
endure the Obloquy of the World, and thoſe: ſe» 
verer Stings of Conſcience which ſhe now began 
to feel, for having, by her ill Conduct, occaſion d 
ſuch Scenes of Death and Ruin — The Idea of 
the unhappy BLE SSANG was ever in her mind; 
and at ſome times Imagination work'd fo ſtrongly 
on her perplex d Thoughts, as to make her think 
ſhe ſaw him. She continued for ſome time in a 
Condition little different from Madneſs ; but when 
Reaſon had a little recovered its uſual Sway, a 
deadly Melancholy ſucceeded Paſſion ; and though 
ſhe had frequent Letters from de ! Au vx, in Which 
he preſs d her to come to Flanders, ſhe cou'd not 
be ird on to repeat that Folly which had 
caus'd ſuch Misfortunes in the World, and which 
ſhe now accounted as a Crime unpardonable : But 
to do all ſhe cou'd to expiate it, after putting her 
Child, which happen'd P a Boy, under * 
2 
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of a Fryar, of whoſe Goodneſs and Piety ſhe waz 
well atlured, ſhe retir'd into a Convent, where ſhe 
reſolv d to paſs the Remainder of her Days in Pe. 
nitence. Her haughty Siſter all this while exulted 
in triumphant Vengeance; but aiming ſtill at the 
Life of de ! AM E, ſhe join d her Intereſt, which 
was pretty conſiderable, with the Relations of the 
Sieur BLEsSANG, the better to render fruitleſs 
all the Endeavours the unhappy Father cou'd make 
in his Son's behalf — But, at laſt, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Efforts of Malice, he ſucceeded ; a Par- 
don was ſign'd, and he call'd home.: It would be 


needleſs to repeat the mutual Tranſports. of the 
overjoy'd Father and Son at meeting ; whoever 
will give themſelves leiſure to think what they 
— feel in ſuch a Circumſtance, need not be in- 
form d —— It had however been more pure, if 
not mix'd by the melancholly Reflection how much 
this Accident had impoveriſh'd their Fortune ; and 
by making ſo many Enemies, took from the young 
Gentleman all Hope of repairing it, as he once 
deſigned by getting a Place at Court : but being 
inform'd of the Particulars of all that had been 
done in his Abſence, he reſoly'd at leaſt to gratify 
one Paſſion ; and putting on a Countenance as full 
of Gaiety as he cou'd, went to make a Viſit to her 
whom his Indifference had made his implacable 
Kaemy, Madamoiſelle Doux ou 1E. The Sur- 
prize which appear d in the Face of the Servant 
who open'd the Door to him, gave him a fort of 
gloomy Zatisfaction, not doubting but he ſhou'd 
create a much greater in the Lady he ſery'd. He 
was not miſtaken in his Sentiments , ſhe no ſooner 
was told he enquir'd for her, than a cold Sweat 
came all o'er her Limbs; ſhe trembled like one 


in a Palſy, and not able to imagine what ſhou d. 


have occaſion'd his coming, was not hho w 
Thought, that repenting his Contempt of her, 

meant to entreat her Pardon, and perhaps endea- 
W vour 
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your to expiate his former Coldneſs by a Declara- 
ton of Love. This was too agreeable a Belief 
for her to oppoſe it: For deP AM VE having had 
the ſame Charms for her as for almoſt all her Sex 
beſides, and her Hatred having only been occa- 
fon'd by his not loving her, ſuch a Suggeſtion 
tified more than one Paſſion in her: therefore, 
foking in her Glaſs, and ſetting herſelf in that Air 
which ſhe thought would be moſt engaging, ſhe 
went down to receive him with a Pleaſure, which 
thoſe who knew the Violence with which ſhe had 
expreſs'd herſelf againſt him, would ſcarcely have 
believed. But how was ſhe mortified, how much 
more inſupportable was this ſecond Diſappoint- 
ment, than the firſt he had given her ; when in- 
ſtead of accoſting her with humble Looks, and 
Words all compos'd of Sweetneſs and Perſuaſion, 
as ſhe expected, he offered her nothing but In- 
ſults, and reproach'd her for her Inhumanity to a 
Siſter, who he told her was infinitely more deſer- 
ving than herſelf, in Terms ſo bitter, and ſo ſe- 
verely juſt, that though ſhe could ill endure to hear 
them, her ſecret Soul avowed what he alledg'd, 
and join'd to torture her, 'This Self-Condemnation 
abated great part of the Fury his firſt Salutation 
had put her in, and at length, ſhe either was, or 
fancy d herſelf to be, truly ſorry for what ſhe had 
done, and opening all her Boſom, made- no Scru- 
ple of confeſſing the Source of all the Miſchief. 
She confeſs'd it was not Pride for the Preference 
he gaye her Siſter, which had alone ſtirr' d up her 
Reſentment, but that Love, jealous, diſappointed 
Love! had at leaſt an equal Share in driving her 
to thoſe Extremes ſhe had been guilty of, — And 
at laſt fell ſo low, as to tell him, that if he yer 
cou'd bring himſelf to return the Paſſion ſhe felt 
for him, ſhe would repair the Loſles ſhe had oc- 
cahoned in his Fortune, by giving him her own, 
and by publickly marrying him, ceflify to the whole 
L 3 World 
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World from what Original the Hatred ſhe had ſhey. 
ed to him had fprung : Tis impoſſible to deſcribe 
with what a Look de P Au vx liſten'd to this un- 
expected Offer; all that can be conceived of Scorn, 
Contempt, and Deteſtation, were to the Life dif. 
play'd in his expreſſive Eyes but, as if 
they were not intelligible enough Weak, 
vile Woman ! (ſaid be) as mean- ſpirited as baſe | 
Can you believe that I, who, when unknowing 
the foulneſs of your Mind, could find no Charm 
about — Perſon worthy my Regard, can now 
deſcend to take a Wretch who wants but Oppor- 
tunity and the Temptation of the Devil to be a 
Witch ? No did but one Thought 
agree — ſhould I forego my Principles, renounce 
my Honour, and debaſe my Nature but even ſo 
far —— could I but heſitate, if for a ſordid Con- 
ſideration I ſhould take to my Arms ſo loathed a 
Creature, I ſhould indeed be only fit for thee — 
but I too much deſpiſe thee to think whatever thou 
canſt offer worth a Moment's ſerious Conſidera- 
tion ——— thou art now grown as much beneath 
my Reſentment, as thou art unworthy of my Pity. 
I cannot have the ſame Sentiments for you (reply'd 
he, frercely, and running at bim with a Penknife 
evhich fbe happened to have in ber Pocket) nor ſhalt 
thou, live to triumph over both the Daughters of 
DouxMOURIE,. 

Sur was very near plunging it into his Body, 
before he ſaw what it was ſhe had in her Hand; 
and had not a Chair, by catching hold of her 
Sleeve, a little retarded the with which ſhe 
few to him, 2 n fallen a Victim to 
ber Fury; but ifarming her, when he per- 
per rk ſhe was a retch ! (cry'd be, 
If poſſible evith an added Scorn to that with which be 
bad before lool d on her) Fortune will no longer aff! 
the Miſchiefs thou art form'd to execute 


Thou haſt already done all to me thou ever can 
| 7 
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tave Power to do, by depriving me of thy Siſter, 
and forcing my unwilling Arm to rob the World 
of ſo accompliſh'd a Gentleman, as the Sieur Bux s- 

$ANG, . .ãꝗ:˙ I now deſpiſe whatever Efforts 

thy furure Malice may make againſt me 

and leave thee an Object at once meanly deſpicable, 

and tranſcendently wicked. With theſe Words he 

fung out of her Houſe, reſoly'd to hear no more, 
had the attempted to ſpeak- ; but the over - boiling” 
Paſſions of her Soul ſuffer'd not themſelves to be 
diſcharg'd in Words, but riſing all at once, ſuffo- 

cated her, and ſhe was found by her Servants in a 

$woon. 

To repeat the many ſhe afterwards 
form'd for his — Sagas. be as tireſome as 
impertinent, ſince none of them for a long time 
met with Suceeſs ; and ſhe had the inexpreſſible Mor- 
tification to ſee him in a ſmall time married to a 
young Widow vaſtly rich, part of whoſe Wealth 
paid off the Mortgages of the Eſtate which was to 
deſcend to him, and they lived together on the Ne- 
mainder in a manner more grand than ever he had 
done beſore. 

Bu T now the Time was come at once to prove 
how it is to have a watchful Enemy 
though ne er ſo known a one, and to make Las 
322114 ſenſible how much ſhe had deceiv'd herſelf 
by falſe Reaſoning, when ſhe concluded that Er- 
rors, ſuch as ſhe was guilty of, were little taken 
notice of by Heaven. The implacable Dovx- 
MOURILE, out of Humour with the World, which 
afforded her a Gratification neither of her Love 
nor Reſentment, was going into the Country to 
indulge a Diſcontent ſhe could not have ſo much 
leifure to do at Paris. In the Road to the Place 
ſhe was going to, was that Inn in which de ANY 
had placed his beloved Lass&L1a. It was the 
Effect of the other's ill Fortune, that ſhe happen- 
ed to bait there, and a little more fatigued than 

L4 ordinary, 


84 LASSELITA : Or, 


ordinary, reſolved to go no farther that Day, 
LAassELTA, who while the Sun was up, ne'er 
dared to abroad, uſed commonly to take the 
benefit Af the Air in an adjacent Field every 
Evening: She was in one of thoſe nocturnal Re. 
ireſhments when Madamoiſelle Douxmouris, 
who in leaving Paris, had not left her Diſquiets, 
_ weary of fitting alone in her Chamber, and it be- 
ing too early to go to Bed, went to take a little 
Walk, accompany'd only by her Woman, whom 
ſhe had taken along with her. It was their Chance 
to go into that very Field, which being very near 
the Houſe, made it not unſafe for them to venture 
without any other Guard than their own Voices ; 
which, if they were aſſaulted, might eaſily bring 
People to their Aſſiſtance. They had walk'd but 
a little way in it, before they \fancy'd they ſtood 
in need of Protection; they heard a ruſtling a- 
mong the Leaves on the other fide of the Hedge, 
and preſently after a muttering of Voices; they 
; | imagined there were Robbers near 
them, 'and preſently began to run back, crying all 
the way, Thieves, Thieves! — Help! Help ! or 
we ſhall be murder'd in a Moment. There were 
immediately twenty People about them from the 
Inn, and ſome little Cottages which ſtood near 
it — What's the matter? Where are the Thieves? 
Bawl'd they all out with one Voice — O juſt 
in that Thicket (reply'4d DouxMouR1E, pointing 
#oward the Place where ſhe bad heard the Sound) — 
"Tis not to be doubred but they ran in hope of a 
certain Reward, which had been allow'd to all who 
had the good Fortune to tke any of theſe lawleſs 
Adventurers. DouxmovtRrist was ſo much out 
of breath with her Fright, that ſhe was obliged to 
reſt on her Woman's Arm, before ſhe cou'd go 
any farther ; and ſhe was not got into the Houle, 
when the Mob, her Outcries had rais'd, were re- 
turned: She ſtopp'd a little to know their Suc- 
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ceſs for Fear had magnify'd the Noiſe ſhe 
heard to ſuch a Degree, that ſhe thought there were 
at leaſt a hundred of them that made it — 
See, Madam, (cry'd one of the Fellows) for what 
Cauſe you have-been alarm'd there were no 
Thieves; you have only made us interrupt a loving 
Couple but, however, ſince we have been 
at the pains of taking them, we'll e'en carry em 
before their betters they ſhall give an Account 
who they are, and what Bulineſs they had there, 
before we part with them, It was to no purpoſe 
that the Gentleman endeavour'd, by mild Argu- 
ments (for to have made uſe of Force, would have 
been Madneſs) to prevail on this rude Multitude, 
to let him and the Perſon he had with him, who 
was dying with her Fears, go about their Buſineſs. 
They were obſtinately bent, and all his Eloquence 
was thrown away on them. DoUxMOURILE was 
all the while they were talking, in the greateſt 
Conſternation imaginable ; ſhe fancy'd ſhe knew 
the Voice of him who had fallen into this Mis- 
fortune, but could not recolle& where, or when ſhe 
had heard it before ; and the Moon being pretty 
obſcure, and the preſs of People who encompaſg'd 
him round, would not give her leave to ſce his 
Face, till being all come near the Inn, the Peo- 
ple themſelyes running out with Lights, ſhe im- 
mediately ſaw, to her inexpreſſible Surprize, as 
well as Joy, that it was the Object of her Hatred, 
Monſieur de P AMV E, and with him a Woman of 
a very good Appearance, (for LassEL1A had 
long ago thrown off her Pilgrim's Habit) but that 
dilttacted Lady, willing to conceal herſelf as long 
23 ſhe could, holding a Handkerchief to her Eyes, 
took from the other the means of knowing her, 
which elſe ſhe muſt infallibly have done, having 
often, ſeen her at Madam de MoxTEgsPpan's ; but 
this ſhe was certain of, that it was not his Wife 
by the difference of her Shape and Stature; Las. 

We SELL A 
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SELIA being a great deal taller, and ſomething more 
{lender than Madamoiſelle de ! Au vx, whom be. 
fore her Marriage ſhe had been intimately acquainted 


with 
Tun Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houſe were very 
much vexed at this Accident, not expecting any other, 
than that by this Diſcovery Monſieur de Þ Am yz 
would be oblig'd to carry his Miſtreſs and Generoſity 
to ſome other Place : but to bring them off as well as 
they could, they told the Rabble that they might 
diſperſe themſelves, for they would be anſwerable for 
the Character of thoſe Perſons, that the Lady was a 
near Relation of their own, and the Gentleman an 
Acquaintance who ſometimes called to ſee them — 
Thus, with much ado, the Lovers at laſt had their 
Liberty; but were extremely perplexed, leſt this Af. 
fair ſhould get Air. De PAM YE could not be certain 
that, among ſuch a Number of People, there were not 
ſome who might know him ; but that was the ſmalleſt 
of their Vexations; LASSRLIA had till then been 
conceal d with that Caution, that not a Servant in 
the Houſe, but one whoſe Fidelity the Miſtreſs of it 
was ſecure of, knew there was any Woman lodg'd 
there, a Paſſage being made for her on purpoſe out of 
| Her Chamber into the Fields; and ſhe never ſlirring 
but when it was dark, prevented her from being ſeen 
| by any body. | 

Bu T it was now natural to ſuppoſe, that being 
found with him, and afterwards own'd as a Rela- 
tion by the Inn - keeper, would create Suſpicion 
enough in thoſe fort of People; therefore they con- 
cluded that it would be wholly improper for her to 
continue there. But whither to remove her, he could 
not for his Soul contrive; though had he known 
how dangerous an Enemy he had in the Houſe, and 
who had both the Occaſion and Witneſs of the 
Buſtle which had happen'd, tis certain they would 
rather have choſe to have ſhelcer'd themſelves that 
Night under the Boughs of ſome ſpreading = 
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than tarry'd under the ſame Roof with her. But 
the malicious DoUxMOURIE, to have the better 
Opportunity of compleating the Miſchief ſhe intend- 
ed, withdrew the Moment ſhe had ſeen his Face; 
which by the Advantage of the Lights being brought 
behind her to the Place where they were, ſhe could 
eaſily do, before he could, if the Diſtraction he 
was in would have given him leave, have pete 
ceiv d her. 

Sur went preſently to her Chamber; but ha- 
ving ſeveral Servants with her, ſhe ordered them 
to watch about the Houſe, and bring her word of 
all the Motions of thoſe two Perſons : and being 
inform'd by the moſt diligent among them, that, 
for a certainty, that Gentleman and Woman lay 
both of them there, ſhe pretended on a ſudden ta 
be taken extremely ill, and that not expecting to 
live an Hour, ſhe muſt ſend for ſome Friends ſne 
had in that Country; fo ordering a Horſe to be got 
ready, that Footman who had brought her This In- 
telligence, having his Meſſage N him privately, 
was diſpatch'd to the Houſe of Madam de AN, 
where he was to tell her, that he belong d- to a 
Gentleman who had the greateſt Concern imagi- 


* 


nable for her ill Uſage ; and had ſent to inform 


her, that her Husband having an Intention wholly 
to abandon her in a ſhort time, of late had been 
very buſy in diſpoſing of ſome Lands, which Mo- 
ney he had made a Preſent to a young Girl, whom 
he was exceſſive fond of, that he deſign'd to live 
with her as his Wife; and as a Proof of the Truth. - 
of all this, ſhe might that Night find them toge- 
ther at ſuch an Inn ——— Bur that, if ſhe requir'd 
this Teſtimony, ſhe muſt not loſe this Opportu- 
nity, which probably might never offer again 
Madamoiſelle DouxmovURI1E charg'd bim, if 
poſſible, to fire her with a Deſire of coming 
immediately, becauſe ſhe was not ſure how long 
they might ſtay, It was ſcarce a quarter of an 
Hour's 
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Hour's riding to the Houſe of de ! AM YR; and 
telling the Seryants he had Buſineſs of greater Con- 
ſequence than Life to impart to their Lady, ſhe 
order'd he ſhould be admitted, though ſhe had on 
her Night-dreſs, and was preparing for Bed ———. 
The Fellow perform'd the Buſineſs he was ſent 
about with ſo much Art, that ſhe preſently aſſented 
to the Propoſal of going that Moment to dete& 
her Husband, on whoſe Ingratitude and Perfidiouſ- 
neſs ſhe beſtowed ten thouſand Curſes ; but not 
Thinking it proper to go alone, eſpecially with 
this Man, who was altogether a Stranger to her, 
ſhe ſent to Monſieur de VAL IE R, and rouz'd him 
and his Lady, deſiring they would come to her on 
an extraordinary Occalion — They obey d 
Her Summons, and were there by the time her 
Coach was got ready, which they all went into, ac- 
company'd on each fide by Madamoiſelle Do vu x- 
MOURIE' Man, two of VALIIER's, and one of 
Her own, all on Horſeback = As they went 
along, ſhe told them on what Account ſhe had 
eftreated the Favour of their Company; and they 
both took the liberty of aſſuring her, that had 
they been of her Counſel beforehand, they ſhould 
Have perſuaded her againſt it ; becauſe, in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, Extremes are often fatal to the Peace of both, 
aud that it was better ſometimes to appear blind, 
than too quick. ſighted: But Jealouſy is not of a Na- 
ture to endure Controul ; ſhe was reſolv'd to have 
the pleaſure of upbraiding, and bid the Coachman 
drive as faſt as poſſible. They got to the Inn 
about three in the Morning, when all the Family 
were drown'd in Sleep, except Madamoiſelle Doux- 
MOoURIE and thoſe that ſat up to attend her, and 
open the Door to thoſe Friends ſhe told them ſhe had 
ſent for. | 5 | 
HER Servant who had the Conduct of the 
whole Affair, brought them up into his Lady's 
Chamber, where Madam de Þ AMY E was — ' | 
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little ſurpriz d to find to whom it was ſhe ow'd 
the Diſcovery. ſhe was about to make; and poſſi- 
bly, in ſpite of her own jealous Rage, would ra- 
ther have ſeem'd to have disbeliev'd all ſhe heard, 
than gratify the Malice of this Woman, who ſhe 
knew had the greateſt Hatred imaginable to her 
Husband. Doux MOR IE, perhaps, gueſſing at 
her Sentiments, as ſoon as ſhe had put every body 
out of the Room belonging to the Houſe; Ma- 
dam, ſaid ſbe, I forbore to let you know I was 
the Perſon , who, by the greateſt- Chance in the 
World, haye this Opportunity of convincing you 
of the Perfidy of your Husband ; becauſe the open 
Enmity I have always profeſs d for him, might 
have made you ſuſpect there was more of Spleen 
than Juſtice in what I had told you: but as you 
are now. in. the ſame Houſe, and on the ſame 
Floor -with him, and the Perſon he prefers to-you, 
I doubt not but before you leave it, you will ſatisfy 
yourſelf what tis he merits from you = — 
All, and more, cry d ſbe, than my Reſentment can 
inflict ; and if it be as your Meſſenger inform'd me, 
by all that's ſacred I'll — — She was going to 
make ſome raſn Proteſtation, when Monſieur de 
VAL1ER ſlopp'd her Mouth; Hold, Madam ! in- 
terrupted be, I muſt not ſuffer you to give way to 
Paſſion, till you are aſcertain'd you have Cauſe for 
it Anger ſometimes blinds the Reaſon; 
and as this Lady avows her Hate to Monſieur de 
Au x, 'tis not impoſſible but that ſhe may have 
been miſtaken, and has been led to credit ſome- 
thing more than the Truth of him ſhe is willin 
ſhould. be found guilty. - This hinder'd the 2 
Wife from ſaying any more, till Madamoiſelle 
DouxMoVURTE recounting the manner by which 
ſhe had made the Diſcovery, which ſhe illuſtrated 
with abundance of aggravating Circumſtances, made 
her relapſe into her former Fury She 
was then for breaking open the Door upon them; 
Be: tearing 


go TLASSETLIA. Or; 
tearing them to pieces ; expoſing them to the whole 
World, ſeem'd too little to ſatisfy the Wrong 
She vented the Paſſion ſne was in with ſo much 
Vehemence, that ſhe who had raiſed it, endeavour'd 
to abate it Madam, ſaid ſbe, tis not im- 

(ſible, but in ſuch a Houſe as this, there may be 
— s ; which, if there be, this ſhameful Pair 
are, double, but too well acquainted with them: 
and ſhould your Voice diſcover you are here, or 
any Force be uſed to get Entrance, before that can 
be done, they may perhaps eſcape, and diſappoint 
our Aim I therefore would adviſe you to 
be patient till the Morning, which now is near at 
hand; and when either of them opens the Door, 
which one of my Servants ſhall diligently guard, 
we will all be ready to ruſh in upon them 
This Method of proceeding receiv'd a general Ap- 
probation; and Madam de P Amy = did all ſhe 
could to ſuppreſs the Violence of her Indignation 
at preſent, that it might fall more heavy on the Per- 
ſons who had caus'd it; for ſhe reſolved in her own 
Mind never to forgive, or live with her Husband 
more. 

Taz Lovers who had paſs'd their Time in as 
great, though different Anxieties, having art laſt fix'd 
on a Place to go to, thought it mol] proper to 
Jeave that they were in before Day-break ; and 
accordingly Monſieur de P Amys aroſe, and open - 
ing the Door to call the Hoſtler to get his Horſe 
ready, was ſurpriz d to find himſelf, as he was 

ing back into the Chamber, puſh'd violently 
in by a ruſh of People who follow'd him : The 
Candles they had in their Hands, immediately in- 
form'd him who they were. As confus'd as he 
was, he had Preſence enough of Mind to run to- 
wards the Bed, where he thought to defend his 
dear LasSEL1A from their View, or die to 
expiate the Diſgrace ſhe muſt ſuffer for his ſake ; 
but that unfortunate Lady, hearing a Noiſe, _ 

rais 
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rais'd herſelf in her Bed to ſee what twas, which 
when ſhe did, Surprize, and Shame, and Fear, 
took away her Senſes ſo far, as to deprive her of 
any Thought in what manner ſhe ſhould conceal 
herſelf; and fat ſtil], ſtupid and motionleſs, expos'd 
to every body in the Room +» "Tis hard 
to ſay whether the Fury of Madam de I' AM *, 
or the Wonder that ſhe and all her Companions 
were in, was greateſt, when they found it was 
LASssELIA with whom he had tranſgreſs d — 
nor could either of them ſurpaſs that which de 
I AmYE felt, to ſee DouxMovriIz with them: 
He no longer doubted by whom he had been be- 
tray d, and not anſwering the Invectives which 
his Wife pour'd out upon him, he utter'd as many 
againſt that She- Devil, for that was the only Name 
he vouchſafed to call her by. While all were in 
this Confuſion, Madamoiſelle de VAT I ER, having 
a little recover d that Confuſion the Sight of LA s- 
2 L1 A had occaſioned, having a tender Friend - 
ſhip for her, went towards the Bed with a deſign 
to have ſpoke to her, when the undone Fair, juſt 
then waking, as it were, from that Abſenee of 
Mind ſhe had been in, into a Senſe of the Shame 
to which ſhe was expos'd, ſtarting ſuddenly from 
the Poſture ſhe had been in, and catching Monſieur 


de I AmyE's Sword, which lay on a Table by the 


Bed-ſide, was about to end her Life, and the In- 
famy that atrended it : it was the good fortune of 
that ſincere Friend to prevent this Act of Deſpe- 
ration from being accompliſhed ; but the Attempt 
put the whole Company in fo great a Conſterna- 
tion, as was of excellent Service to the filencin 

their Clamours. De Au E, though he was ready 


. to fly into his Charmer's Arms, and chaſe away 


her Deſpair by a thouſand ſoft Endearments, yet 
he ow'd too much to his Wife, to give her ſo pro- 
voking an Inſtance before her Face, that ſhe was 
but the ſecond in his Eſteem —— but the Pain he 

| 5 endured 


92 LASSEZLIA Or, 
endured in this Reſtraint, took from him all In- 
clinations to continue his Reproaches to Mada- 
moiſelle DouxMOURIE ;. and he ſtood ſpeech- 
leſs, and ſeem'd loſt in Thought, as did his Wiſe ; 
who, though extremely fiery and paſſionate, had a 
great deal of Good - Nature, and ſo maniſeſt a 
roof of her Rival's Penitence and Deſpair, wrought 
on her ſo far as to engage her Pity —— 
and ſhe thought if that would make her eaſy, ſhe 
could forgive the Wrong ſhe had done her, pro- 
vided ſhe would never more repeat it. Monſieur 
de VAL1ER, who had watch'd the Abatement of 
her Rage, perceiving her Looks were very much 
ſoften'd, begg'd her to withdraw with him a Mo- 
ment into another Room ; to \which ſhe having 
conſented, he laid ſo many Arguments . before her, 
how infinitely better it would be to huſh up this 
Affair, than to make herſelf and Husband, as well 
as the Perſon who had injur'd her, the Chat of 
the whole Country; that ſhe at laſt conſented, on 
condition ſhe would immediately retire into a 
Monaſtery, thereby. to put it out even of her own 
power to wrong her more — Having obtain'd 
thus much from her, he endeavour'd to bring de 
Au RE to conſent ; and was labouring a long 
time before he could prevail on him but to pro- 
miſe an eternal Separation: but the Remonſtrance 
the other made him, how he was indebted to his 
Wife for almoſt every thing he was poſſeſſed of; 
her Love, her Faithfulneſs to him, her Good- 
Nature, her condeſcending. 'Temper, making an 
Allowance for that one Foible, Jealouſy, won ſo 
far on his Gratitude, join'd to the Reflection how 
impoſſible it would be for him to keep the poſ- 
ſeſſion of LASSE LI4A; believing, not without 
Reaſon, that if the Diſcovery of what had hap- 


pened, ſhould reach the Ear of Madam de Mon- © 


TE$SPAN, as in all probab:lity it wou'd, ſhe wou'd 


take effectual Meaſures do prevent his coming neer 


het: 
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her: all this put together, oblig'd him to an unwil- 
ling yielding to what was propos d. While Monſieur 
de VAL IE R was thug employ'd with the Wife and 
Husband, his Lady, who had taken the Hint private- 
ly from him, was no leſs buſy with LASS EIL IA; 
ſhe had a double Task to reconcile that diſtreſs'd 
Lady at once to the Thoughts of Liſe, and quitting 
the Converſation of her beloved de PAMYE ; but 
the Power her experienc'd Friendſhip had given her 
over her, enforcing the ſtrong Reaſons ſhe made uſe 
of, in a little time work'd their deſired Effect; and 
this Affair ended vaſtly different from what the begin- 
ning promis d. The malicious Do Rx MON nE 
was the only Perſon vex d at it — as for de le AM YE, 
though he never ceas'd to think of LASS E L IA with 
a Tenderneſs which cou'd not but be attended with 
ſome melancholy Reflections; yet the Temper of his 
Wife, who, after this, took double Care to make her- 
ſelf agreeable to him, by degrees made him grow 
more chearful, LASSE L 14A, who, as ſhe had pro- 
miſed, went directly to a Convent, ſtrengthen'd by 
the good Advice of Madamoiſelle de Va LIE R, who 
frequently viſited her; and the religious Converſation 
of the holy Maids ſhe was among, iu time was wean- 
ed from thoſe ſenſual Delights ſhe had before too 
much indulg'd herſelf in, and became an Example of 
Piety even to thoſe who never had ſwerv'd from it, 
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Fates dark Receſſes we can never find, 

But Fortune at ſome Hours to all is kind ; 

The Lucky have whole Days, which ſtill they chuſe; 

Th' Unlucky have but Hours, and thoſe they loſe. 
Dx YDEN. 
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N VATITA Dor ro, one of the largeſt 
and moſt populous Cities of old 
Y 5 Caſtile, there dwelt a Gentleman cal- 
lied Don Arvaz1io, who had a 
WISER Daughter not more diſtinguiſh'd to 
Poſterity by the remarkable Incidents of her 
Fate, than in the Age ſhe liv'd ; ſhe was famous 
for her exceeding Beauty. The matchleſs Charms 
which appear'd in her, 22 to the Expectati- 

ons of a vaſt Fortune, ſhe being the only Child, 
made her deſir'd in Marriage by almoſt as many 
as had ſeen her, and had Eſtates to countenance 
their Pretenſions; but though ſhe was arriv'd at 
the Age of Fourteen, which in Spa in is accounted 
a very mature one, ſhe had never diſcover'd the 
leaſt — I, to Love, or to the alteration 
of her Condition; nay, ſhe expreſs'd an _ 
on 
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ſion to all Offers of that kind. [er Father 
was no oftner ſollicited to give his Conſent, than 
ſhe was on her Knees to conjure him to refuſe 


it. So ſtrange, and ſo general a Diſdain for 


all Mankind was ſurprizing to every body ; but 
her firm Perſeverance 2 yd a Reſerve 
and love of Solitude, no leſs uncommon in a La- 
dy of her Youth and Beauty, and who the Indul- 
gence of the moſt fond of Fathers, might have 
enjoy'd almoſt what Diverſions ſhe pleas'd, at 

length ſeem'd to agony a Vein to a Monaſtick 
Life; and it was the Opinion of all who were ac- 
quainted with her, that in a little time they ſhou'd 
hear ſhe ask d Permiſſion to retire into a Cloyſter. 


Al vAx io, who deſir'd nothing more than to ſee 


her married, was extremely troubled to find that 
of the many Propoſals made to her, there was 
none which cou'd work the leaſt Change in her 
Humour ; and was often not a little perplex'd 
what it ſhou'd be, that render'd her ſo different 
from her Sex : But not all his Philoſophy cou'd 
enable him to gueſs at the Truth, till an accident 
happened to diſcover it, and ſhew'd him that his 
Daughter was not of a Conſtitution ſo frozen as 
he imagin'd, nor her Inſenſibility ſo unierſal as 
me prerended. | 
HERE had been brought up with her in the 
| Houſe a young Man nam'd Fez «x x a Do, whoſe 
Parents being reputed dead, Don Ar vario had 
taken Charge of, and educated with the ſame 
Care, as he would have done a Son of his own, 
and indeed he had a Genius and Capacity fo 
capable of Improvement, that not to have 
iven him all the avenge of Learning, wou'd 
ye been an affront to that Power, who endu'd 
him with the moſt excellent Qualifications of Na- 
ture. The diſcerning Eyes of FETIsIX DA, for 
ſo the Daughter of Ar vaz1o was call'd, found 
ſomething in him more to be admir'd, ths 
| | the 
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the Grandees who made their Addreſſes to her 
cou'd boaſt of, nor was he inſenſible of her pow- 
er of Charming. They began to love each other, 
while they were both too innocent to know what 
it was their Wiſhes aim'd at; but as their Years 
encreas'd, what at firſt was no more than Friend- 
ſhip, or that tender Regard which Relations 
might feel for one another, grew up into a Paſh- 
on; ungovernable Deſires, tumultuous Emotions, 
andall the Symptoms of D Love, with 
mutual Ardor ſwell'd in their throbbing Hearts — 
they now were ſenſible what twas they felt, they 
knew they lov'd, — but knew alſo that they 
were unhappy — the ſame Moment which in- 
ſtructed them in the one, convinc'd them of the 
other. FEexnanDo, who had no dependance but 
on the favour of ALvar1o, and liv'd but on his 
Charity, had little cauſe to hope he wou'd beſtow 
his Daughter, and the vaſt Poſſeſſions which were 
to deſcend with her, on a Beggar. Nor had 
FeLI1s1NDA greater Cauſe of ſolation ; ſhe 
thought as deeply on theie things, as did FRA- 
NANDO, and cou'd not flatter herſelf with the 
moſt diſtant hope of ever being happy, at leaſt 
while her Father liv'd. Both were ac- 
uainted with the Sentiments of each other, be- 
either had Courage to confeſs them; but as 
that Paſſion will not always be ſubject to Reſtraint, 
it burſt out at laſt with greater Violence, for ha- 
ving been ſo long ſuppreſs d, and in ſpite of their 


Reſolutions to the contrary, their Tongues declar d 
| What their Intelligible Eyes had betray d before: 


they found ſome Eaſe however, in communicating 
condoling their common Misfortune, in giving 
each other all the ſoſt aſſurance, that Mode 
would permit, of the moſt tender and inviolable A 
tection, and exchanging Vows, that whatever hap- 
pen'd, never to be but one another's. = More than 
a Year paſt over in this manner, during which _—_ 
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their ſecret Converſation was never in the leaſt ſu- 
ſpected to be any more than that friendly Regard 
which — being brought up together might 
create, ALvar1o himſelf was ſo far from diſ- 
couraging it, that he ſeem'd very well pleas'd his 
Daughter did not repine at the Favour he ſhow'd 
to one, who pretended to no claim by Blood, of- 
ten ſaying, he would have her love him as a Bto- 
ther, and commanding him to look on her rather 
as a Siſter than the Daughter of his Benefactor. 


Theſe words were ſo great an Encouragement to 


our equally enamour'd Pair, that ſometimes they 


were on the point of confefling the Truth; but 


the Uncertainty in what manner to relate it, till 


vented 'em. Fzrxnanpo being arriv'd at the 
— Twenty, Ar vA f0 wag pretty old and 
— =; 2 — —— — — ement of — 
whole rs, 0 ntegrity an 
Capacity, in as — « Truſt as he — have 
repos'd in a Son, the moſt worthy of being be. 
loved; and FEN AN Do difcharg'd himſelf in all 
things in the ſame manner as he wou'd have done 
by the moſt indulgent Father, whoſe Eſtate vas 
to deſcend to him. Some Diſturbance hap- 
pening among the Tenants, he was oblig'd to 
go into the Country, which was the firſt Ab- 
ſence he ever had from his Dear FRLISsIN DA; 
they mitigated the Pangs of parting, by contri- 
ving a way to write to one another unſuſpected. 
He had not been gone many days, before Don 
Youth, who had a long time 
made his Addreſſes to Fx LISIN DA, and was 


very much eſteemed by her Father, preſs'd the 


matter ſo home, that AL vAn 10 was at a lols 
how to anſwer him. He paſſionately delir'd to 
have him for a Son-in-law ; but being unwilling 


to force his Daughter's Inclinations, he had hither- 


to deferr'd. given him any Anſwer ; ſtill hoping 
ſhe wou'd grow leſs averſe, as ſhe became a4 
ROY, ac quan- 
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acquainted with the Merits of this accompliſh'd 


Cavalier. He ſent for her one Day into his Clo- 
ſer, to diſcourſe her on the Affair, but was not a 
little troubled to find, that inſtead of complying 
with the Arguments he made uſe of to perſuade 
her, ſhe burſt into a Flood of Tears, — him, 
that it was impoſſible for her to love that Gentle- 
man, and conjuring him, not to make her for 
eyer miſerable, by an enforc'd Aſſent ——— She 
ſeem'd ſo overcome with Grief at- the Apprehen- 
ſions of what his Power might do, that he was 
oblig'd to diſmiſs her from his Preſence; and the 
ſooner, becauſe he obſerv'd that in taken out her 
Handkerchief to dry her Eyes, ſhe had let tall a 
Paper; which his Curioſity prompted him to read 
unſeen by her. He ſaw it was folded in the man- 
ner of a Letter, and imagin'd that perhaps it 

ight give him ſome light into the Reaſons which 
had inſpir'd her with ſo ſtrange a Reſolution : He 
was not miſtaken in his Conjecture, but was more 
ſaurpriz'd than can be well expreſs'd, when taking 
it up, he found it writ by FexnaxDo, and con- 
tain'd theſe Lines. 


See Seeed eee 


To the Adorable FRLIISINDA. 


. Tove H 1 knew before, that my Paſſion for you 


exceeded all that ever fill d a Heart, yet I ne- 
ver knee the Extremity of it till now ; — I have 
been but ſix Days abſent from you, and they ſeem ſo 
many Ages: kow then foall I be able to ſupport that 
tedious length of Time which I foreſee ALvario's, 
Buſineſs will detain me here? Vere Temploy'd by a 
other Perſon, I am very confident, I foou'd this Mo- 
ment, born on the Wings of Love, deſpiſing all other 
"Vor. IV M Conſide- 
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Lonſiderations, fly to the F et of my ador d Charmer, 
and tell her how I have e how I have dy d 
#0 ſee her; — But as in his, tis your Affa irs muſt 
ſuffer by my abrupt Departure, I muſt ſtudy Patience 
to endure it. I bave, indeed, this Conſolation in 
my Sufferings, that they are of ſervice to her I love — 
But if while I linger here in the ſevereſt Agonies of 
Diſtruſt and Fealouſy 4 Soul can know, ſome power- 
ful Rival, arm d with Pomp and Grandeur, ſoould 
ſupplant me in your Eſteem, or if, <uhich moſt 1 fear, 
a Father's abſolute Commands 3 force you from 
your Vows, what name of Miſery wou d ſerve to re- 
preſent the Horror of my State. — Deſpair and 
Madneſs are but mean Deſcriptions —the Damn d, who 
prove what tis to feel the exchange of Heaven for Hell, 
.can only ſpeak it ' Oh: my FEL1sINDA | pity 
me, comfort me, for methinks "tis ſomething more than 
Abe ordinary ſuſpicion of a Lover, which tells me that 
this abſence will be fatal to our Love. — I am fo 
ell acquainted qwith your divine Goodneſs, that 1 
dare promiſe myſelf to "cara from you by the firſt Op- 
nity. I will endeavour to conſole myſelf till then 
as well as I am able Farewel, think of me as 
T1 deſerve, and know me for | 


Your Everlaſting Slave, 


FERNANDO. 


Arr, that can be conceiv'd of Grief, of or- 
Tor, of Rage, and wild Aſtoniſhment, is ſhort of 
what Ar.var10 felt ar reading this Letter. — He 
call'd immediately for FELISIx DA, who not yet 
ſenſible of the loſs ſhe had ſuſtain'd, came into 
the Room with more Courage than elſe ſhe wou d 
have done; but ſtartling at the Change ſhe per- 
ceivd in AL y ar 10's Countenance, and at the 
ſame time ſeeing the Letter in his Hand, the Sur- 


prize and Terrour ſeiz'd her unprepar'd Soul with 
| 900 
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too much Violence, and giving a great Shrick, ſhe 

fell at his Feet in a Swoon — The Noiſe ſhe 

made, brought ſome of the Servants to her Relief, 

before her Father could have time to call them : 

Proper Remedies being apply'd, ſhe was not long 
a 


Senfeleſs, but wiſh'd ſhe had remain'd ſo fill, when 
ſhe found herſelf treated by Al vario in a man- 
ner ſhe had never been before, and which her 

tle Nature was little able to ſupport with Life— 
He anſwer'd his Upbraiding only with her Tears ; 
and when he call'd her Hypocrite, Betrayer of the 
Confidence he had _ in her, Diſobedient, 
Shameleſs, and every Name of ill his Indignation 


could invent; ſhe attempted not a 9 to excuſe 


or to deny what ſhe was accus'd of ; but when he 
commanded her to ſpeak, and reveal every Thing 
to him of this Affair, as how long ſince it began, 
how far it had proceeded, and utter'd ſome Words, 
which made her think he beltev'd they had carry'd 
their Paſhon to lengths criminal ; ſhe made her 
Defence with Reſolution enough, aſſuring him 
with a great deal of Truth, that nothing had paſt 
between 'em (Wiſhes excepted) that might not, 
with all the Innocence in the World, be allow'd 
to thoſe not nearly related. This ſeem'd to pacity 
hima little, and having order'd ſhe ſhould be con- 
fin'd to her Chamber, and ſtrictly watch'd, that 
ſhe got no Opportunity of writing, or ſending to 
FEexNANDo, ſhut himſelf into his Cloſer, to think 
what was belt to be done. 7 | 
FELIsIN DA was lefs concern'd; on Reflectiop 
of what had happen'd, than the Confuſion ng 
had been in ſeem'd to promiſe ; ſne conſol. 4 * 
ſelf wich the hope, that the firſt Guſt Gf Her Pz 
ther's Paſſion being over, his forr- er YT 


wou'd return, and influence hizn to 9 


8 that ſi ei 
Loves were ordain'd to be diſcover'd, it Parton; 


a a time when FerNANDdo was abſent, that 
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ſo the whole Storm of Indignation might fall on 
her alone; the greateſt Vexation ſhe had, Was, 
that ſhe was without the Means of letting Fsx- 
'NANDo know what had fellont -— -- fhe reſol- 
ved, however, to wait the Event with Patience, 
and was ſtudying what ſhe ſhould ſay to Ar ya- 
-R10, to move him to forgiveneſs of her Fault, 
when he enter'd the Room, and with a Counte- 
Nance, tho* leſs diſtorted with Rage than before, 
yet full of an Auſterity, which ſhe trembled at: 
FEL1$1ND4, ſaid be, I doubt not but your own 
good Senſe, joyn'd to thoſe Improvements of Edu- 
cation I have given you, have made you ſenſible 
enough of what you owe me, to be nor only trul 
penitent for having offended me, bur-defirous alſo 
of having it in your Power to repair the Injury 
you have done my Peace, by your fooliſh paſſion 
for a Man, who tho' I very much eſteem, you 
might believe, for many Reaſons, I ſhou'd not 
_ of for a Husband for you. The Almighty 
Power which form'd me, reply'd foe, knows how 
dear I prize your Peace, and how fincere a Gra- 
titude f feel for thoſe, even more than paternal 
Obligations you hvae heap'd upon me; — but you 
know, Sir, that our Paſhons are not the effect of 
Will, but Fate; and if I encourag'd that growing 
One I long have known for this too lovely Youth, 
it was not without a Hope, you would one Day 
approve my Choice —— the many Favours you 
have conferr'd. on him —— the Indulgence you 
have ever ſhow'd him, always uſing him as you 
wou'd have done a Son, flatter d my fond Withes 
win an 1 that you might in time be 
won to make him ſo, eſpecially when you ſhou'd 
know your Daughter's Life, nay, what is more, 
her everlaſting Peace, depends upon your Grant. 
Don ALvax10 liftned to what ſhe ſaid with 
tolerable Patience, till the latter part of her 
Diſcourſe ; but then, unable to contain himſelf, 


you 
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on ought, cry'd he, - fiercely, to have been aſſur d 
14 far I was inclin' d to favour him, before you 


Dre to ſuch Lengths which ſince you 
ve done, your Crime be your Puniſhment — I 


ſhall take effectual Meaſures to prevent your ever 
meeting more —— In the mgan time pu re your- 
ſelf to marry CAR Los, lie is the Perſon I have 
made choice of for yon, nor ſhall it be in your 
Power to delay the Conſummation of that which L 
have long defign'd —— To Morrow is the Day, 
therefore, tempt not my Anger by a fond Perverſe- 
neſs, but reſolve to be. Obedient — Oh, Sir! 
interrupted ſhe, falling on her Knees, if ever you 
thought me worth your Care, I beſeech you —— 
I conjure you, to revoke fo harſh a Decree 
Is it not enough to tear me from all I ever did or 
ever can love, but you mult alſo doom me to one 
I hate — Condemn me to a Nunnery — cut me- 
off at once from all my Expectations of Fortune, 
and of Favour, do any Thing rather than force 
me to violate thoſe Vows high Heaven, and the 
conſcious Saints have oft been witneſs of to my 
FERNAN DO. The Power, reſum'd he, more en- 


rag' d, which ſhou'd have authoriz'd thoſe-Vows, 


was mine, not your's ; you had no right to make 
them, and theretore are not binding. Vet, Sir! 
cry'd ſhe, conſider —— I'll hear no more, faid 
he, remember who I am, and know your Duty — 
with theſe words he flung out of the Room, and 
left her in a Condition which no Expreſſion can 
repreſent : To loſe Fer nan vDo, terrible as it 
was, ſeem'd leſs diſtracting than to marry Cax- 
Los ; yet ſhe found herſelf oblig'd to it by a Pow- 
er, whence there was no Appeal — ſhe wou'd have 
fled, and dar'd all the Extremities of Want and 
Miſery, but ſhe was too cloſe watch'd — no 
Remedy appear'd but Death, and to that ſhe wou'd 
certainly have had recourſe, had the Paſſion which 
Don CAA Tos had for her, been of the ſame 
7 M 3 Aelt- 
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ſielf. intereſted kind which influences the Minds of 


ordinary Lovers. -That generous Man being told 
by Ar vari, that the next Day ſhould give his 
ird FELIIsIN DA to his Arms, made no doubt 
but that her conſent concurr'd to make him ha 
PYs and deſir d to pay thoſe Acknowledgments 
which her ſuppoſed Condeſcenſions ſeem'd to de- 
mand from him ; the Servants, who were acquaint- 
ed with their Maſter's Intentions, made no Scru- 
le to admit him; but inſtead of thoſe modeſt 
luſhes, and tender Fears, which are generally the 
Ornaments of a Virgin Bride, he found her on 
the Floor, her Hair diſhevell'd, the uſual Luftre 
of her ſhining Eyes extinct in Tears, and all the 
Symptoms of Deſpair about her. Surpriz'd at an 
Object ſo unexpected, ſo alarming, he drew near, 
and endeavouring to raiſe her from the Poſture 
ſhe was in, entreated her to let him know the 
Cauſes of her Grief? And canſt thou ask, ſaid ſhe, 
thou, who art thyſelf the only hated Cauſe ? — 
bur I'll be reveng'd (continu d ſhe, beginning to 
tear her Hair and Fleſh) Tl be reveng d, firſt on 
theſe Originals of my Woe Il pluck theſe 
Eyes out, mangle every Feature that attracted th 
undoing Paſhon ——— I'll be no more the Ob; 
of Deſire, but Loathing; and if I muſt be thine, 
Til come to thy Embraces a hideous Bride — "Tis 
hard to ſay whether ſuch a Behaviour inſpir'd 
more Grief or Aſtoniſhment in the Mind of him 
who wasa Witneſs of it; all that can be conceiy'd 
of ſoft, of tender, of obliging, he ſaid to her to 
mitigate her Anger, and aſſwage her Sorrows ; aſ- 
ſuring her, with a great deal of Sincerity, that had 
he known himſelf ſo unhappy to have hated 
by her, he would have choſe to die in Silence, 
rather than have occaſion'd her one Moment's 
- Inquietude. She rais d her Head a little at theſe 
Words, and the Violence of her Rage ſomewhat 
abated by em, ſhe began to conſider that _—— 
.. * 


we 1 Xt Mags Re AO HS Reeggoce OO send 0 5 


wretched CaRLOs owes your Diſc 
Diſdain, reſum'd ſhe, but my enforc'd Neglect; 
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ſery'd not to be treated in that manner by her : 
Pardon Don Carxros, faid the, the wildneſs of 
my Deſvair ; I muſt confeſs I have nothing to ac- 
cuſe you of but too much love for an unworthy 
Wretch, who has it not in her power to reward 
it — Your Paſhon is indeed the Source of my 
Misfortune, but then I ſhould remember that Pai 
fions are involuntary, and perhaps tis as impoſſi- 
ble for you to ſhake off yours, as it would for me 
to forget mine. A death-like Paleneſs ſeem'd to 
* itſelf all o'er the Face of CaxLos while 
ſhe was ſpeaking, and perceiving ſhe had done; 
Is it then, Madam, cry'd he, 1n a faultring Ac- 
cent, to your Kindneſs for ſome 2 Man the 

ain? Not my 


pity me then, and think what I endure, torn from 
all I love by a remorſeleſs Parent, and given to one 
who, in ſpite of his Accompliſhments, I hate — 
Forgive the harſh Expreſſion, for believe, of all 
Mankind, I could eſteem you as a Friend — but, 
alas ! my Heart wants room to entertain you as a 
tender Gueſt ; long e're I knew your Merits it 
was taken up, all the Affections of my Soul are 


riveted to another — to him I am bound by all 


the ties of Honour, Gratitude, and everlaſting 


Love, and him or Death I only can conſent to 


wed. Am I then, ſaid he, with a melancholy Air, 


the only Bar to F=L1s1nDa's Happineſs ? The 


only immovable one, reply'd ſhe ; did not your 
wondrous Merits make AL VARIO impatient to 
call himſelf your Father my Tears, and my 
Deſpair, would eaſily overcome all other Obſta- 


cles; he would not make me Wretched, but with 


deſign to make me Bleft, which ignorant of the 
force of Fancy, he thinks conſiſts in being your's. 
Well, Madam, reſum'd CaxLos (after a little 
Pauſe, and two or three Sighs, which he vainly 
ſtruggled to ſuppreſs) I were unworthy of decla- 
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ring myſelf your Lover, if I refus'd to fall a Mar- 


to my Paſhon ; before Evening you ſhall con- 
feſs that I deſerve your Friendſhip : He left the 
Room as he ſpoke theſe Words, but with a Coun- 
tenance ſo ſad, and ſo dejected, that it mov'd her 
Pity, as much as what he ſaid had done her Wonder 
— She was extreamly at a loſs for a Conſtruction of 
his laſt Expreſſion; but being far from gueſſing at 
rhe Reſolution he had taken, imagined he "te 
ſpoke in that manner m_ to amuſe her, and that 
* next Day ſhe ſhou'd be dragg'd to the Altar, 
and forc'd to aſſiſt in that Ceremony which muſt 
for- ever deprive her of the hope of being her 
dear FexnanDo's. The Agonies of her Deſpair 
return'd with the former Violence at this Sug- 
geſtion, and ſhe was meditating by what deſperate 
Courſe ſhe ſhould avoid what ſhe ſo much dread- 
ed, when one of her Women gave her a little Bil- 
let, which being brought by a Servant of Don 
CarLos's, and accompany'd by another to their 


Maſter, they thought it no breach of Truſt to de- 


liver her. The Contents of it were theſe. 


Deere ee eee 


To the ſweet Deſtroyer of my cver- 
laſting Peace, the for ever Adord 
FELIiSINDA. 


4 


SINCE cruel Fate deprives me of the Power of 


being conducive to your Happineis, Treadily yield 


my Life a Sacrifice, to be of Service to your Reace, I 
avifh I could do more to eftablif} your laſting Felicity 
with that too fortunate Engroſſerof FEL1sSI1NDA 5 


Wiſpes : 1 go for ever from you ; and ſince there 
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is nothing ſo impoſſible as for me to live without you» 
I go to ſeek in ſome far diſtant Clime that Death, 
which if inflited here, might give you ſome diſquiety 
by a too late Remorſe, and unavailing Pity for the © 


Unhappy CAR LOsG. 


Ir would be as impoſſible to deſcribe the Aſto - 
niſhment, and pleas d Admiration, which fill'd the 
Soul of FeL1is1nDa, at ſo uucommon a proof of 
diſintereſted Affection, as it wou'd the Vexation 
of AL VAR IO, when by the ſame Meſſenger he 
receiv'd a Letter from Don CaxLos, containing 
theſe Lines. | 


SD eee SSS eee eee See 


To Don Ar vARIO. 


7 HO' the Poſſeſſion of your lovely Daughter bas long 
been the firſt wiſo of my deſiring Soul, yet Ichuſe 
to relinquiſh my Hope of that Felicity, ſince I am too 
late eonvinc d it was rais'd only by your Goodneſs : Tis 
to ber Love alone I won d be Fade ted for the Bleſſing 
of calling ber mine; and t ber Heart is diſpos 4 
of to ſome ' happier Man, veg I may transfer to him 
that Right you gave me; I cannot doubt but that he 
bas Merit to deſerve your Favour. FE LISINx DOA 
finds ſo much in him ; and that my Pre- 
ſence may be no Obſtacle to hey Deſires, I go this 
moment from Valladolid, and foall in a ſoort time 
quit Spain, tis probable for ever — I make it my 
laſt requeſt, tha? you will compleat the Happineſs of. 
ber, who, by a prior Obligation, had it not in her 
powey to obey your Commands in conferring any on 


Her Eternal Adorer, and 
Your Obliged Servant, 


M 5 CarLog, 
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Al var10 had no ſooner come to the Concluſion 
of this, than he ſent to inform himſelf of Don 
Caxros, and hearing that he was really gone, and 
had order'd his Equipage to follow him next day, 
was ſo outragious, that he ſwore never to forgive 
his Daughter the Diſquiet ſhe had occaſion'd him; 
being by this Letter perfectly aſſur d, that ſhe had 
confeſt her Paſſion for Fxxxanvo to him, whom, 
if ſhe had not been determin'd to perſiſt in it, had 
been the laſt to whom ſhe wou'd have reveal'd it. 
— He flew to her Chamber, reproach'd her in 
the ſevereſt manner his Indignation cou'd invent, 
and ſtung her to the quick with ten thouſand Im- 
precations, that all ſhe had perſuaded Cantos 
to, was ineffectual, for he wou'd ſooner marry 
her to one of his Grooms than to Fexnanovpo. 
The violent and unaccuſtomed Fury he had been 
in, was hurtful only to himſelf ;\ he was ſeiz'd im- 
mediately with a Diſorder, which oblig'd him to 
take his Bed, and in a very few Hours diſcoyer'd 
itſelf us e e ſent _—_ Lady, -=> 
every new he had a great Eſteem for, her 
Name en was Abbeſs of a 
Monaſtery of Au cus rx ks, and, in her Preſence, 
gave directions to a Perſon pou: to be app! d 
to in ſuch Caſes, for his Will, and order'd the di 

ſal of his Eſtate; which being finiſh'd, he liv'd 

ng enough to ſign it, and then, as he had no 
farther Buſineſs with Life, gave up the Ghoſt, 
without permitting FRLIsIN DA to come into his 
preſence. She was immediately inform'd of it, 
and the grief of loſing a Parent, who had in every 
thing but her Love for Fez nanvdpo, been the 
moſt indulgent one that ever was, joyn'd to the 
ſhock of not being admitted to take a parting 
Blefling, threw her into Agonies, which for ſome 
time made her want but little of being reduced 
to the Condition he was in. 


BERIA“. 
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BerxixnTRia ſtay'd in the Houſe till after the 
Funeral; and every thing being over, ſent a diſ- 
tch for FEN VAN Do, who was yet ignorant of 
all that had happened. The Reader will eaſily 
puck, that when the Tidings were brought him, 
e was not altogether inconſolable for the Death of 
AL vARIO; who, though regarded by him with all 
imaginable Veneration and Gratitude, as his Pa- 
tron and Friend, could not be put in Balance 
with the Love he had for a Miftrefs He 
believed himſelf now ſecure of FRELISIN DA, 
and was too full of that extatick View, to allow 
room for Grief. *Tis alſo to be ſuppos'd that this 
Conſideration was no ſmall Alleviator of that fair 
Mourner's Sorrows — ſhe could not hear he was 
returning, and refle& that there was now no 
Obftacle to impede the Gratification of their mu- 
tual Wiſhes, without feeling a Pleaſure, which 
overcame her Melancholy, and very much con- 
duced to reſtore her to her former Health. When 
they met, tho it was in the Preſence of BERRIx- 


. THI4, It was with all the Tranſports of the moſt 


violent Affection; but that Lady not permittin 
them to take more than one Embrace ; Hold. 
cry'd ſhe, miſtaken Pair! you are not yet ſo ſecure 
of each other, as you may imagine ;. the Death 
of AL VARIO has not left you without a Bar 
between you, which I believe you will find it dif- 
ficult to get over —— But, continued ſhe, I will 

not keep you in ſuſpence, I know I ſeem to f 
in Riddles, therefore will not delay the unfold- 
ng of your Fate. She waited not for a Reply, nor 
did the Amazement they were in at her Words, 
22 them to make any; but calling immediate- 
y for the Perſon who was in Poſſeſſion of Ar- 
vario's Will, order'd him to read it out aloud ; 
the Contents of which, after the cuſtomary Pre- 
lude in ſuch Writings was, that he bequeathed his 
whole Eſtate to be equally divided between Fzr- 
. NANDQ 
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AN DO and FxLis1NDA, on Condition that they 
married not each other; for the prevention of 
which, he order'd, that FELIs IN DA ſhould be 
carried into the Monaſtery of Au dus rix Es, un- 
der the Gaurdianſhip and Care of the Lady Ab- 
beſs of that Place, and there to remain till either 
Don Cax Los ſhou'd return, or ſhe ſhou'd make 
Choice of any other Perſon, whom BEAIxTHIA 
ſhou'd approve for her Husband : All this was ſet 
down in the moſt binding Form of Law, with the 
Penalty annex'd, of an Eternal Curſe on them, 
if they broke through this Command. A Clap of 
Thunder tearing all before it, and threatning Na- 
ture with univerſal Ruin, cou'd not be more 
dreadful to the Lovers, than this unlook'd-for 
Blow ; they had ſcarce time to teſtifie what it was 
each thought on this mutual and dreadful Diſap- 
pointment, before BERINXTHIA, punctual in diſ- 
charging the Truſt repos'd in her, told them they 
muſt part for ever; and finding neither of them 
ſeem'd to regard her Perſuaſions, was oblig'd to 
exert that Authority, which ALyaz1o had tranſ- 
ferr'd to her, and, by the Aſſiſtance of her Ser- 
vants, forc'd 'em from each other's Arms. Never 
was there a more moving Scene; FEL1$1ND4A was 
carry'd into the Coach more dead than alive, and 
her deſpairing Lover left in an Agony of Grief, 
which came pretty near Diſtraction —— Had theſe 
Orders been put into the Hands of any other Perſon 
than thoſe they were, he had certainly done ſome 
deſperate Action, to have made em repent ac- 
cepting the Commiſſion; but BexinTHiA was a 
Lady for whoſe exemplary Picty, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, he had been taught to have the higheſt 
Veneration, and from whoſe Bounty he had for- 
merly receiy'd great Favours, and beſide, there was 
ſomething in her, which he cou'd not account 
for, that more than all I have nam'd, commanded 
his Reſpect, and rendered it impoſlible for him to 
a ; | trcat 
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treat her as he wou'd have done any other in the 
like Circumſtance ſhe ſtaid ſome Moments, 
endeavouring to conſole him; but finding the 
ſtorm of preſent Grief too violent, to admit of 
Arguments, left him to go to Ferisinpa, who 
recover'd not from her Swoon till ſhe was brought 
into the Monaſtery. ' 

NorTuiNG could be more carefully look'd after 
than ſhe was by this good Abbeſs, who indulg'd 
her with all Tenderneſs imaginable, in every Wiſh 
but Li , and the Sight of her dear FERNAN- 
Do ; but that, alas! was the All of her Deſires; 
nor cou'd all the Arguments ſhe made uſe of to con- 
vince her, how much better it was not to ſee him, 
ſince Fate had decreed them different Fates, than 
by continuing a Converſation, keep alive a hope- 
leſs Flame, which wou'd in time conſume its 
Owners, have any effect at all on her; ſhe ſtill 

iſted in her Entreaties, for leave to entertain 

im at the Grate; and being {til deny d, had like 
to have fallen into a languiſhing Melancholly —— 
There was in the Cloyſter a young Devotee, whom 
Conſtraint more than Inclination had oblig'd to 
enter; her Year of Probation being almoſt expir'd, 
ſhe had a greater Liberty than thoſe who were but 
lately come in : This young Lady, whoſe Name 
was ALANTHA, took a very great kindneſs for 
FBLIISIN DA, from the firſt moment ſhe ſaw her, 
and conſequently extreamly pitied her Sufferings: 
One day as they were fitting together in Ar Ax- 
THA'S Gel, ſhe entreated her to give her the 
Hiſtory of her Misfortunes, and the Reaſons for 
which ſhe was debarr'd - the Privilege of the 
Grate, which every body beſide herſelf enjoy'd ; 
which when the other ha _ her in relating, 
ſhe told her, if ſhe could be of any ſervice to her, 
ſhe might depend on her readineſs to do it. FE- 
LIsIX DA look'd on her as an Angel ſent to relieve 
her, and made her ten thouſand Retributions, and 
| im- 
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immediately aſſur'd her, that ſhe cou'd be of 
the greateſt importance, if ſhe wou'd take upon 
her to deliver a Letter toFs xxaAnvDdo, who ſhe 
did not doubt wou'd be every day at the Grate, 
expecting to get a ſight of her. AL ANA told 

her, ſhe wou'd not only do that, but convey his. 
Anſwers alfo by the fame means. This being con- 
cluded on, the Soul-affliftedFsL1s1NnD 4, went 

to prepare her Letter; which ſhe filled with a 
million of ſoft — — of their mutual Miſ- 
fortune, conjuring him to everlaſting Love, and 
renewing all the Vows ſhe had before made never 

to be but his — As ſoon as ſhe had finiſh'd, ſhe 

return'd with it in her Hand to Al AN THA, who 
taking it from her, repair'd that Inſtant, where, 
as they imagin'd the deſpairing Fexx anpo ſtood, 
vainly expecting when he ſhould ſee the Charmer 

of his Soul appear, and not able to comprehend the 
meaning that among fo many as he ſaw daily crowd 

to it, ſhe ſhou'd never come in hope of _ him, 
the deſcription Fer1s1wxDa had given of him, 
made him immediately known to AL AN THA; but 
reſolving to be certain, watched her Opportunity 
of the reſt of the Nuns being withdrawn, to beckon 
him to come as near as he cou d; which he obeying, 
ſhe ask'd him if his Name were not FRERNAN DO? 
and he having anſwer'd her it was, ſhe put the 
Letter into his hand : The fight of the Superſcrip- 
tion, immediately inform'd him of the dear Wri- 
ter; he ſnatch'd, it from her with an Eagerneſs 
becoming his Paſſton, and putting it to his Mouth, 
ſeem'd to rivet his Lips to it —— Suſpend your 
Raptures, cry'd ALAN THA in a low Voice, till 
you are in a place more convenient to indulge 
them ; here they may be dangerous to the conti- 
nuance. of your Corref pondence — Come to mor- 


row about this time, and bring your Anſwer. Fx R- 
NANDO Was about to make her ſome part of the 
Acknowledgments the Fayour ſhe had done him 
„ merited, 
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merited, but ſhe turn'd away as ſhe had done 
fpeaking, and waving her hand to him to be gone, 
ut him in mind, the greateſt proof of Complai- 
ce wou'd be Obedience ; — and indeed. ſhe 
had good Cauſe for what ſhe did, for he ſaw imme- 
diately after, the Lady Abbeſs herſelf coming to- 
ward the Grate: ho' he S long' d 
to peruſe the Contents of what he had juſt receiv d, 
et the _— he had for her, imagining he had 
ſeen by her, prevented him from going till 
he had firſt ſpoken to her. She receiv'd him with 
that Affability and Tenderneſs, with which he had 
been accuſtom'd to be treated by her ; but not all 
his Entreaties cou'd win her to give him a moment's 
fght of FEKLISIN DA; which he now preſt with 
the greater earneſtneſs, to keep her from gueſſing 
any thing of the ſecret Correſpondence he was in 
hopes to have by the Fri ipof ALANTHA. 
But ſhe made uſe of the ſame Reaſons ſhe had 
done to FxLIsIN DA, perſuading him not to refiſt 
the Decrees of Deſtiny, but make himſelf as eaſy 
as poſhble in a Misfortune which it was impoſſible 
to retrieve. He liſtned to her with that reſpect 
which was her due; but what effect her Arguments 
had on him, let thofe who have experience d the 
Force of Love be judge: Having at laſt diſengaged 
himſelf, he went home, to feaſt Reflection, and 
revive decaying Hope, with the aſſurance that he 
was ſtill as dear as ever where he alone wiſh'd to 
continue ſo. His Anſwer to her's waz much to the 
fame purpoſe of what ſhe had writ, all Love, and 
tender Proteſtations ; but becauſe there was no- 
thing in either of them very material to the Story, 
I will not inſert. 

Tax y continued writing to each other con- 
ſtantly every day by the means of ALAN THA; 
and both of them enflam'd with a mutual Ardor of 
conſummating that Happineſs _ ſo long lan- 
guiſh d for, at laſt they hit on a Medium, which 


ſcem'd 
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ſeem' d to promiſe them Succeſs: Aryario's 
Eſtate was ſo vaſtly great, that being divided be- 
tween them, either part was ſufficient to enable 
the Poſſeſſor to live not only in a handſome but a 
manner; it was therefore agreed, that Fx R- 
NANDo ſhould turn his Moiety into ready Money, 
and ſhip it off; for that when every thing was rea- 
dy, by ſome Stratagem, which they truſted to In- 
vention to contrive, ſhe ſhou'd make her Eſca 
from the Monaſtery, and go with him to ſettle 
there, leaving her own part the Forfeiture of the 
Penalty AL vAxio had laid on em. All this by 
Letters was carried on and agreed to by each ; 
and FExNnANnDo giving out that he could not bear 
to hve in Valladolid, after the knowledge that 
FEL1s1NDA was not allotted for him, he diſpos'd 
of every thing without any ſuſpicion of the true 
Cauſe for which he did it. Bsx1inTH1a, though 
ſhe appear'd very much concern'd that he was go- 
ing, did not offer to diſſuade him, believing it 
wou'd be the only effectual means to cure him of 
his hopeleſs Paſſion. +448 
Nor nix now remained but how to get Fg- 
L1$1NDA from the Monaſtery : ſhe was ſo dili- 
gently obſerv d both Night and Day, ſcarce a mo- 
ment without ſome or other of the Nuns with her, 
that her Eſcape ſeem'd an utter Impoſſibility. Af- 
ter a great number of fruitleſs Projections, at laſt 
It was 1 that 1 ek leave al- 
ladelid before any thing was attempted, judging, 
with Reaſon, 1 if be was * 004d 
lefr much more at Liberty, and that he ſhould 
commiſſion ſome Truſty Friend to convey her to 
Brulſels, where he having alſo been ſome time be- 
fore, ſhou'd prepare every thing for her Reception. 
It was very ificulr for FERNANDO to conſent to 
the leaving her behind him ; but there appearin 
no other means to free her, he was oblig'd to yiel 
to the cruel Neceſſity. He took his leave in om of 
ERIN= 
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BENIN TuIA, and expreſt ſo unfeign'd a concern 
that he was not permitted to ſee FE LIS IN DA 
before his departure, that that Lady had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of his Deſigns. The Perſon he en- 
truſted ro aſſiſt Fx11s1nDa in her Eſcape, and 
conduct her to him, was one, of whoſe Integrity 
he had many Proofs, and he embark'd with more 
Courage than himſelf beliey'd he ſhould have had, 
ſo much did he depend on the Friendſhip of this 
Confidante, and the good Nature of ALAN TA: 
But now it was time for Fortune, who had long 
wn him, - 7 her 4 . and change 
the ing pro approaching Joys, for 
Miſery, A and Defpair. | 5 Joy | 

xaT Commiſeration, which at firſt had induc'd 

Al Ax THA to favour the Correſpondence between 
theſe unhappy Lovers, were now turn'd into a 
uite contrary Paſhon ; ſhe found too many 
harms in FERNAN Do, not to envy FEris!nDA 
the conſtant Aſſiduities he paid her; ſhe never 
ſaw him without feeling a conſiderable addition of 
her Paſſion, and not knowing how, without a dit- 
covery of the Cauſe, to break off the Commerce 
ſhe ſo generouſly had begun to aſſiſt, was almoſt 
diſtracted to think ſhe was oblig'd to be aiding 
to her Rival's Happineſs. Every Wr. being now 
in ſo fair a way for the — their mutual 
Felicity, and the Man gone, the ſight of whom 
ſometimes was all ſhe had to enable her to go 
through ſo difficult a Task, her Vexation, her 
Deſpair, grew beyond all bounds. She paſt 
her Days in Agitations not to be expreſt, and her 
Nights in Agonies, which were neer depriving her 
of her Senſes The remembrance of every 
tender Expreſſion FRA NAN DO had utter'd at the 
Grate in favour of FER LISIN DA, the tranſport 
which appear d in his Eyes whenever he receiv d a 
Letter, was like a Vulture preying inceſſantly on 
her vital Spirits; — hut when ſhe reflected that 


they 


% 
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they would in ſhort time meet with all the Rap-- 
tures of endearing Love, to part no more, ſhe 
was utterly bereft of Reaſon —— She was ſome- 
times on the point of betraying all their Meaſures 
to the Abbeſs ; but then the Reflection how guilty 
ſhe muſt appear in having concerted them, pre- 
vented her. In this truly pitiable Condition did 
ſhe remain ſome time; at laſt, the Friend of 
FERNAN Do enquiring for her at the Grate, ſhe 
went to hear what News, and was told” hy him, 
that hearing FELIs v DA had now the liberty of 
walking in the Garden, he had found a way for 
her Delivery, and withal, ſlipt thro* the Grate a 
little Bundle and a Letter, FA ing, that contain d 
Directions how ſhe ſhould proceed: Al Ax TA 
took it; but inſtead of carrying it as directed, 
retir'd to her Cell, and breaking it open, found it 
contain d as follows. 8 | 


7 


See See e eee 


To Donna FeIISIN DA. 


HE Confidence Don FEN AN Do repos d in my 
Ability and Care in conducting to bis Arms tbe 
excellent FE LIS IN OA, ts too great an Honour not to 
oblige my utmoſt Services I have invented many 
Stratagems for your Eſcape, but none has ſo little 
the appearance of Danger as this which I now offer, 
it is a Ladder of Silk Cords, made ſo ſmall, that 
you may eaſily conceal it in-your Pocket till the happy 
Opportunity fr nab os of it arrives, which 


J hope may be about Twelve this Night — 1 
preſume, when the young Nun viſes t the Bell, you 
may eaſily ſlip out after her into the Garden, the 
Chappel joining to it —— there is a Breach 1 have 
obſery'd in one part of it, and you may, without much 
difficulty, get up to the Top on the inſide ; then for get- 


ting 
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| ting down on the other, the Ladder, on which you 
will find two little Hooks to faſten it to the Wall, will 
aſſift you; it is ſtrong enough to bear a greater weight 
than your's, and at the bottom you <vill find, with 
Horſes ready to convey you, him who is with all ſince- 
rity yours and Don FernAnDo's | 


Moſt zealouſly devoted Servant, 


Cr EOMAS. 


Ar reading this, a ſudden Thought came imme- 
diately into her Head, that ſhe might at once diſ- 
appoint FELIsIxDA of all her Hopes, and re- 
enjoy the Bleſſing once more of ſeeing her admir'd 

FsxnanDo, by making uſe of the Ladder herſelf, 
aſl pong on CL KOMAVSs for FELISINDA —— 
"ſhe knew he had never ſeen that Lady, nor herſelf, 
but in a Veil, ſo that the difterence between them 
wou'd not make diſcovęry of her Treaſon —— ſhe 
cou'd not indeed expect a very kind reception from 
FERRNANDoO when brought to him, but ſhe leſt 
the Event of that to Fortune, ſometimes flattering 
himſelf that Time and Abſence joyn'd to the im- 

bability there wou'd then appear of ever ſeeing 

* FELISINDA more, might abate ſome part of the 
Fervour of his Affection, and the diſcovery of a 
2 ſo great as hers, win him to make a ſuitable 
eturn — She reſoly'd, however, to make Tryal of 
it; ſhe could be, at worſt, but rejected by him, and 
ſhe ſhould have this Conſolation, that her Rival 
was not in poſſeſſion of a Happineſs which ſhe 
vainly languiſh'd for. 3 

Sn E was not indeed without fome Shadow of 
Reaſon in imagining, according to. the Temper 
of Mankind, that Fxxnawnvo wou'd in time be 
brought to prefer 8 kind, obliging Fair, 
to one who was t a vaſt diſtance from him, and who 


he could not hope to ſee without encountring in- 
numerable 
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numerable Dangers — To cheriſn this Ho 
ſhe had the conſideration of her own Charms, which 
in reality were ſuch, as few cou d equalize —= In 
ſhort, her Paſſion furniſh'd her with Arguments 
ſufficient to corwince her, the Deceit ſhe was about. 
to practiſe, would be favourable to her Deſires; 
and ſhe was no leſs impatient for the Hour than 
Fk LIsIx DA wou'd have been, had the Letter of 
CrEOMAVs not been intercepted. 

Tur appointed Hour arriv'd, every thing ſuc- 
ceeded according to her Wiſhes; ſhe got over the 
Wall with all the eaſe imaginable ; and finding 
Ci. Konus at the bottom, was mounted by him on 
a Horſe he brought with him for the purpoſe — 
they travell'd all Night for fear of a Purſuit, and 
taking By-Roads rendred it impoſſible for any who 
ſhou'd be ſent in ſearch of them to diſcover which 
way they took. ALAN THA hugg'd herſelf with 
the ſecret ſatisfaction of having circumvented her 
Rival, and began to aſſure herſelf of a fortunate 
Concluſion of an Affair, the beginning of which 
had met with ſo much ſucceſs: But Heaven wou'd- 
not ſuffer the Treachery ſhe had been guilty of to 
5 unpuniſh'd, by Deceit ſhe hop'd to obtain her 

iſhes, and by Deceit it was, that ſhe was made 
to repent the Injuſtice ſhe had done. What is 
there ſo forcible as Love ! when once that burn- 
ing Paſſion rages in the Blood, vain are all the Tyes 
of Honour, Friendſhip, Gratitude, even Intereſt, 
the World's Idol, pleads but faintly when op 8d 
againſt ir ! — The Charms of the ſuppos d Fx- 
LiSINDA had an Effect too violent on the amo- 
rous Heart of Cr.eomas for him to retain any 
other Conſideration — his Promiſes to FRA- 
AN po, the long Friendſhip that had been be- 
tween them, ſcem'd light to the Gratification of 
his Wiſhes. — He lovd, and muſt enjoy; he had 
an opportunity, and reſolv d to make uſe of it —— 
He avoided, however, given her any reaſon to 

ſuſpect 


_— 


. preſence enough of Mind to ſuſtain two ſuch, as 
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ſuſpect the Sentiments he had for her, till they 
were in a Wood a little diſtance from the Port 
where they were to take Ship; the Solitude of 
that place adding to the Boldneſs which his wild 
Paſſion had infpir'd, he there began to talk to her 
in a manner which both ſurpriz d and frighted her; 
but aſſuming as much Courage as ſhe could, ſhe 
anſwer'd him in Terms, which ſhe hop'd might 
ſtrike an Awe into him; but the Deſires he was 
poſſeſt of were not of a Nature to be eaſily quell'd, 
the Delicacies of Love were what he was utterly a 
Stranger to, and capable of no reflection but the 
Satisfaction of his brutal Wiſhes, inſtead of deſiſt- 
ing his Importunities, proſecuted them with great- 
er vehemence, every moment _— at Liber- 
ties which made her tremble : Come, Madam, faid 
he, the Attempt and the Accompliſhment of my 
Defires are of equal Conſequence — either wou'd 
ruin me with FERNAN DO: I ſhall therefore take 
the ſecureſt Method to oblige you to ſecrecy, 
and at the ſame time make myſelf the happieſt of 
Mankind —— in ſpeaking theſe Words he forc'd 
her to diſmount, and was dragging her into the 
thickeſt and moſt lonely part of the Wood, when 
her Shrieks and Cries drew a Gentleman to her 
Aſſiſtance, who happened to be walking a little 
diſtance from them for his Diverſion ; ſhe call'd 
to him for Protection as ſoon as he came in fight, 
and begg'd him to defend her Honour from that 
inhuman Raviſher. CLeomas _ enter'd 
into Villainy, wou'd not go back, reſolving that 
nothing ſhould prevent him fro 


m perpetratin 
- the defign he had begun : He had he Sword : 


immediately drawn, and making a Paſs at the 
other with greater Fury than Skill, lay open to 
the Thruſt he gave, which piercing his Heart, he 
fell that moment dead —— ALAN THA, who had 
never been accuſtom'd to ſuch Alarms, had nct 


the 
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the offer'dViolation of her Honour, and the dread- 
ful Conſequence of preſerving it occaſion'd; ſhe 
fainted away on the Graſs as ſoon as ſhe had ſeen 
C. ROMs expire, and the Stranger drawing near 
to her Aſſiſtance, and lifting up her Veil, diſcoger'd 
to his exe ſurprize who ſhe was, for he had been 

rfectly acquainted with her Family and ſelf, be- 

re her Father, to gratifie a ſecond Wife, had 
ſent her to the Monaſtery — nor was ſhe leſs 
aſtoniſh'd, when coming to herſelf, ſhe found ſhe 
was indebted to Don CAR Los for her Relief. 
It was indeed no other than that Gentleman, who, 
a voluntary Exile from Valladolid, had come to 
that place, with a deſign to embark with the firſt 
Ship bound for Bruſſels, having a deſire to ſee 
that Court, and to try if Abſence would have 
the Power to reſtore him to his former Tranquillity 
—— though he had a great deal of Curioſity 
to know what ſtrange Adventure had brought 
ArLanTma, ſo accompany'd, to that part of the 
Country ſo diſtant from her Relations, yet his 
Love got the better of it, and the firſt queſtion he 
ask'd was of Fx:L1s1nDaA ; ſhe made no ſcruple to 
inform him of the Death of AL vax1o, his ſtrange 
Will, which while it decreed FERNNAN Do to a 
Moiety of his Eſtate, dabarr'd him of his Daughter, 
of the mutual Affection which was between her 
and that young Gentleman, and of the Stratagem 
he contriv'd to get her from the Monaſtery ; but 
when ſhe came to relate the Diſappointment, 
which ſtill detain'd her there, ſhe paus'd and bluſh'd, 
not knowing in what manner, to reveal either the 
Deceit ſhe had been guilty of, or the Occaſion of 
it. CAR TLOs, who was far from er N- the 
true Reaſon of her Silence, felt a painful Impa- 


tience to know the Conſequence, and entreated 
her to proceed: If your Good Nature for me, ſaid 
he, makes you unwilling to relate what you be- 
lieve may give me Diſquiet, I beg you to — 
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Iſuffer more in this Suſpence — but why do 
I name Suſpence ? Iam already but too well aflur'd 
ſhe loves FExNANDoO, IT have demonſtrated 
by reſigning all thoſe glorious Pretenſions her 
Father's Goodneſs gave me, that her Felicity is 
infinitely dearer to me than my own —— 8 
then, 4 — ! continu'd he, ſpeak the vaſt En- 
dearments of this Happy Pair — Say their Deſigns 
were anſwer d with Succeſs —— they met 
were married — ana now in ſome bliſsful Priva 
reap the full Harveſt of their promis'd Joys. The 
Agonics with which he utter'd theſe words made 
ALAaNnTHA bear him Company in fighs ; ſhe 
knew by Experience too much what ſorts of Pangs 
thoſe are which accompany deſpairing Loves not 
to pity his; and willing to appeaſe the preſent 
Tumult of his Soul, though by it ſhe diſclos'd the 
weakneſs of her own; No, Don Carr os, anſwer'd 
the, you have this Conſolation, that they triumph 
not over your too generous Paſſion, a ſudden Ca- 

rice of Fate has render'd their Condition rather to 
pity'd-than envy'd —— they truſted a Friend 
that Friend betray'd them they now are 
ed, tis probable for ever. ——- FExnNAnDO 

; Charms, which can ſubvert one's very Nature, 
turn Truth itſelf to Falſhood, and force the Heart, 
moſt ſcornin Treachery, to practiſe it —— at 
leaſt, purſu'd ſhe, holding down her Head, and 
putting her Handkerchief up to her Eyes, the loſt 
ALANTHA has found it fo ſhe cou'd no 
more, Shame and Confuſion ſtopp'd the utterance 
ot her Words; but this was ſufficient to make 
Don CAR Los gueſs who it was had been the 
Betrayer of their Deſigns ; however, being deſirous 
of knowing the whole Affair, he made uſe of all 
his Eloquence to perſuade her to a recital of the 
Particulars, which at length he prevail'd on her 
to do. —— Never was amazement equal to what 


he felt at this Account — he had now no _ 
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of asking the Affairs of ALantna, the latter part 
of the Hiſtory of Fer 181nDa's cluded them: He 


ſtood for ſome Moments bury'd in Contemplation 


on the Force of Love, and the ſtrange Turn of 
Fortune in diſappointing thoſe Lovers, when 
each thought themſelves on the very brink of 


_ "Happineſs — his generous Heart truly pitied 
ttheir Diſtreſs, and as much as the Nature of the 
-Paſſion he was inſpir'd with would permit, wiſh'd 
'them a relief. Not all the Pangs he felt from 


his Deſpair, cou'd render him ſelf- intereſted 


enough to 1 of what ALAN THA had done, 
and wonder 


that the ſame Paſſion ſhou' d pro- 


duce Effects ſo vaſtly different He, to give 


the Perſon he ador'd Content, had ſacrific'd his 


own; bur ſhe had made herſelf unhappy, to afflict 


the Man ſhe lov'd —— He could not forbear ex- 
preſſing his Sentiments on the occaſion, in Terms, 


which added to the Confuſion ſhe was before 
involv'd in; and as ſhe was of a moſt excellent 
Diſpoſition, ſoft, and tenderly commiſerating the 
Woes of others, till Deſpair and Love rendred 
Her incapable of being Miſtreſs of her Actions, 
ſhe look d back with the utmoſt Shame and Re- 
morſe on the Perfidy her ungovernable Paſſion had 
inconſiderately hurry'd her to commit; and being 


willing to e what Atonement was in her pow- 


er, told Don Cax Los ſhe was reſoly'd to go to — 
where ſhe knew FexnanDo waited in expectation 
of CLEOMAS and FelisinDa, and confeſs the 
Fault of her diſtracted Paſſion, and joyn with him 
in the finding ſome other Expedient, which might 
be more lucky than the former, to reſtore him 
to thoſe Hopes her Falſhood had depriv'd him 
of. CarLos extremely applauded her Reſolu- 
tion, and to wo her in it, made a large 
Encomium on Selt- 

glorious it was to give Happineſs to others, in ſo 
moving and elegant a manner, that ſhe aſſur d 


him 


denial, and repreſented how. 
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him ſhe wou d endeavour to deſerve that Charac- 


ter, tho' it ſhou'd coſt her Life in the Attempt — 


He alſo acquainted her with his Deſign of going 
to drofſels, and aſſur d her that he wou'd take care 
of her till ſhe was ſafely arriv'd at Don Fzrx- 
NANDO'S. r en 01 
Lodging, which the obliging Carter had r 
ing, which the obliging Cazros hi 
for her, till the Winds, which 
averſe, ſhou'd favour their Embarking. After a 
long and tedious Expectation, an Opportunity at 
length offer d, — they had a proſperous Voyages 
and in due Time arriv'd at Bruſſels. Enquiring for 
FEN AN Do, they ſoon heard of him, but heard 
that he had that very day left the place, it was 
ſhppos'd to return to Spain, of which Country he 
had declare d himſelf a Native: Al AN THA, who 
tho ſhe till lov'd him to an infinite degree, was 
rfectly ſincere in her Repentance, and was vex d 
to the Soul at miſſing the Opportunity of proving 
it She complain'd of the Misfortune in Terms 
ſo lively and piercing, that Casa Los was prodi- 
iouſly affected with a Generoſity, which indeed 
is Example and Advice had the greateſt ſhare in 
inſpiring, and offer'd to accompany her back to 
ralladolid, tho" it was a place, which to return to, 
he knew wou'd rouze afreſh the Idea of his Deſpair ; 
yet, fall of an uncommon ſublimity of Paſſion, he 
reſolv d to proſecute what he had begun, and fix 
the Happineſs of FELISIN DA, whatever became 
of himſelf AranTHA rejoyc'd at his In- 
tention, and ſo eager were they in purſuing it, 
that the Fatigue of their late Journey and Voyage 
had ſcarce wore itſelf off; the Weather fayouring 
their Intentions, before they enter'd on a Seco 
—— but AL.anTra unaccuſtom'd- to the Toils 
of Travel, feil ſo ill at her Landing, that it was 
impoſſible for her to. remove any farther, and 
CarLos, who had return'd as well to make her 
Vor. IV. _ Peace 


were then perfectly 
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Peace with the Abbeſs, as to endeavour to 


be ſerviceable to FELISIN DA, wou'd not go 
to Valladolid without her; the Diſorders of her 
Mind, occafion'd by the terrible Violence ſhe did 
her Paſſion, to render Juſtice to her Honour, ad- 
ded to her Malady, and ſhe continued too weak 
to undertake a Journey for ſome Months in that 
Condition ; therefore let us leave her for a while, 
to ſee what was become of FexnanDo. I 
Trar. Faithful Lover, after having waited 
for ſome time the Arrival of Crxomas and his 
dear ee ew at laſt ſo. impatient at 
hearing no News of them, that he reſolv'd to re- 
turn to Valladolid, there to learn the Certainty of 
his Fate; a thouſand different Conjectures had 
taken their Turns, to torture him which varied, 
but inceſſant Fears; ſometimes he imagin'd ſome 
Accident had happen'd on the Road at others, 
his wild Fancy preſented FE LIsIN DA dead 
now he ſuſpected Ci xo As, then doubted her 
he knew not what to think, nor which of theſe 
Evils would be leaſt dreadful to be born — but 
as there is nothing more impoſſible, by a Mind not 
ſtupid and inſenſible of either Hopes or Fears, to 
be ſupported with Patience than Suſpence, eſpeci- 
ally where Love and the Intereſt of the below d 
Object is in queſtion, he cou'd not wait the flow 
Reſult of all diſcovering Time, for the Certainty 
of his Happineſs or Miſery He muſt imme 
diately be affur'd ; and to that End left ——— 
without any Confideration what might be the 
Conſequence of being ſeen. at Valladolid, if it 
were true that FELISIN DA had left the Mona- 
ſtery — _— happening worthy of Remark till 
he came there, al paſs over the Particulars of 


ee and only ſay, that he was accompany d 
with Cogitations, which every moment grew more 
and more r and made little capable of 
tigues which muſt of Co jm 
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attend all whoTravel — => manner his Impatience 
made him ; for now Shipping being ready to go 
out, he embark'd in a Kia of Ferry, which = 
only made uſe of to croſs ſome little Arm of the 
Sea, but are wholly improper to be truſted into 
the main Ocean; and it was not without the Aſſu- 
rance of very great Rewards, that he prevail'd on 
the Men who guided it, to venture on ſo dangerous 
an Expedition. It was indeed very near being a 
fatal one to them all, for they had ſcarce loſt ſight 
of Land, when a Storm aroſe, and toſt the little 
Boat up and down with ſo much Violence, that at 
every Blaſt it ſeem'd to be o'erwhelmed —— 
but the good Angel of FFANAN DO was here, as 
in every other Accident of Life, moſt watchful 
o'er his Charge, and once more brought them ſafe 
to Shore. Our [eroe himſelf was convinc'd of 
the Danger he had been in, and willing to ſhun 
Death, chiefly becauſe it wou'd deprive him of FR- 
LISINDA, was very well ſatisfied to find himſelf 
again on Land, tho' the Place they were driven to 
was little different from a Deſart; no Houſe was 
to be ſeen in it, and he was oblig'd to take Shelter 


with his little Company in a Cottage, which be- 


long'd to a Fiſherman, from the Fury of the yet 
continuing Tempeſt — Enquiring where 
he was, he found he was above Twenty Lea 

diſtant from any Town ; there was no ſuch thing 


as a Horſe to be had; and as ſoon as the Weather 


clear'd up a little, he was oblig'd to go on Foot, 


till he reach'd Malla, a little Village, where with 
much ado he accommodated himſelf, and in a'few 


Days had the welcome fight of Valladolid — 
Nothing elſe having happen'd worthy of remark 
till he came there, I ſhall paſs over the Particu- 
lars, and only ſay that he was accompany'd with 
Cogitations, which, every moment grew more and 
more perplexing, and made him httle capable of 
feeling thoſe Farigues, which mult of Neceſſity 
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attend all who travel in that manner, which his 
Impatience had oblig'd him to do. So infinitely 
ſuperior are the Diſorders of the Mind to any the 
Body can ſuſtain '! | | 
Tur firſt Thing he did after his Arrival at 
Valladolid, was to enquire for CLeomas; and 
being told he had been a conſiderable time miſſing, 
and that where he had retir'd himſelf was utterly 
unknown, he fell into the moſt terrible Agonics 
imaginable; now, not doubting but that he had 
play d him falſe, and convey'd FRLIsIN DA far 
from his hope ever to ſee her more —— He went 
directly to the Monaſtery, believing he ſhou'd hear 
in what manner ſhe had been convey'd away by 
Bzsx1NTH14A, and from ALAN THA he ex 
ſomething farther of his Misfortune ; but before 
he had reach'd the outer Gate, he found himſelf 
ſeiz d by Officers, who taking his Sword from 
him, told him he was their Priſoner, and muſt go 
with them The Surprize he was in, pre- 
vented him not from asking the Cauſe of ſuch 
Treatment, being neither indebted, nor guilty 
of any Crime, which ſubmitted him to the Law. 
No, no, cry d one of them, with the Inſolence 
of thoſe Villains in Authority, you think it nb 
Crime, I ſuppoſe, to Steal a Nad of Quality 
from the Nunnery — but believe, before 
ou get out of our hands you will be better in- 
rm'd ——— Aye, aye, added another of them, 
Signor, you are like to pay dear for your Pleaſures 
— What, were there not enow kind willing 
Creatures but you muſt Raviſh ? Raviſh from a 
Nunnery too! —— they were running on with a 
great deal more ſuch like inſulting Expreſſions, 
which wou'd have been little ſupportable by a Man 
of Fexxanvo's Spirit, at another time; and un- 
arm'd as he was, oblig'd him to ſome deſperate 
means of compelling them to more Civility : but 


the firſt part of what they ſaid, had taken from * 
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the Power of liſtening to the other; and not doubt- 
ing but that it was on FeLIsINDAꝰs account he 
was apprehended, and that ſhe was really gone, 
was now confirm'd in what before he trembled 
but to gueſs Is it then true ! cry'd he, in 
an Agony of Soul, which is not to be expreſt, am 
I indeed fo curſt, ſo loſt a Wretch ? — Fatal 
Effect of my preſumptuous Paſſion ! — take me, 
continu'd he raving, do with me what you will. — 
Shut me from Light, from Food, from fight of 
Man; load me with Irons, torture me with Racks, 
tis all too little for the curſt Author of that Dear, 
that Heavenly Maid's Undoing — Theſe Words, 
which his Deſpair made him utter, as being now 
perfectly aſſur d that CI. Eo had injur'd him 
with FErL1sinDa, or that ſome Accident either 
by Sea or Land had happen'd to deſtroy them both, 
ſerv'd to make him appear more guilty, and were 
afterwards alledg'd as Proofs againſt him. | 

IIs had been ſome Days in Priſon, before he 
knew for what Cauſe he was put there — the 
Grief and Confuſion of his Mind not permitting 
him to ask any Queſtions, or ſend to any of his 
Friends, he concluded that Fzr1s1nDaowed her 
Death or the Ruin of her Honour to his unhappy 
Paſſion, and was ſo deſperate, that he — E 
Confinement only as it kept him from the means 
of ſearching for her, where e er he could imagine 
there was a 4 of hearing what was become 
of her, which he now was far from hoping he 
could do in Valladolid. He was full of Reflexions 
too terrible for Deſcription, and little inferiour to 
thoſe which we conceive the Damn'd endure, and 
make the ſevereſt Woes of Hell, when the Gaoler 
deliver'd him a Letter, which knowing by the Cha- 
racter on the Superſcription that it came from 
Donna BRAIN TH, he haſtily open'd, and found 
it contain'd theſe Lines. | 


To 
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To Don FERNAN PDO. 


o” HE Intereſt I take in your Affairs, makes me 
not leſs concern d at your Indiſcretion, in put- 
ting yourſelf in the Pocver of your Enemies, than I 
Was angry at the Crime which has juſtly creæted you 
ſo many. Had your Taſſion for ALANTHA been ſuch 
as a Maid of her Duality and Accompliſhments me- 
rited from you, why cas not the Conſent ask'd of thoſe 
ho had the Poxver of diſpoſing her ? or why qwas not 
T conſulted, who for many Reaſons <vould have re- 
Joyc'd to have been ſerviceable in that Affair? 
but I will not reproach you for what you have done, 
but according to the ſincere Friendſhip F ever have had 
for you, adviſe you in what you are to do 
Though I hope you need not any Arguments to prevail 
on you, to repair the Injury you have done that Lady's 
Honour, by publickly Marrying ber, it is Iknow 4 
will be exatted from you, and it will have much the 
better Face ifyou do it uncompell'd — FELis1NDA 
joyns with me in this Requeſt ; for tho ſhe cannot very 
readily forgive a Rival, who under the. pretence of 
Friendſoip, robb d her of a Heart ſbe t ought herſelf ſe- 
cure of, bas yet too great a Tenderneſs for you to endure 
you ſhow'd ſuffer yourſelf to fall into the Inconveniencies 
and, perhaps, Dangers which you muſt elſe expect. 
. The Father and Relations of ALanTia, are pre- 
paring to bring you to a Ir al; I am afraid it will 
not be in the Power of all the Friends you can raiſe 
fo enable you to ſtand againſt ſo juſt a Complaint as 
bat alledg d againſt you ; neither 4vill it be for the 
Reputation of any to attempt your Vindication — 
Even myſelf, prejudic d as I am by Friendſpip, muſt 
plead againſt you in the Right of ber awho was =_ 
mitt 
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mitted to my Care See therefore that you produce 
ber — Produce her as your lawyful Wife, and by 
that Claim, I hope you vill be allow'd to compenſate 
both <vith that Saint whoſe Shrine you have depriv d 
of an intended Devotee, and the Family whom your 
ungovern'd Paſſion has diſponour d As for the 
Affront to me, I readily forgive it, and as far as it 
becomes my Sex and Place, fall Endeavour to ſoften 


the Severity of your Accuſation. 


BERINTHIA. 


Ir is here I muſt entreat my Reader to imagine 
himſelf FRN AN DO; it will be otherwiſe impoſ- 
ſible for him to comprehend either the Surprize 


or Joy, which ar reading this Epiſtle ſeiz d on 


his Soul — to find that FELISsIN DA was ſafe, 
was well, and in the Monaſtery, afforded him a 
Satisfaction adequate to the Tortures he had been 
afflicted with, while he belicv'd it otherwiſe —— 
But to find himſelf accus'd of-a Crime of which 
he was entirely innocent, and to be told that ſhe, 
for whoſe ſake he had ſuffer d ſo much, imagin'd 
him falſe, ungrateful, and perfidious, rais'd'a Tu- 
mult in his Thoughts, which nothing cou'd equa- 
lize, but the Wonder what it was which had oc- 
caſion'd Suggeſtions ſo vaſtly diſtant from the 
Truth — to hear that ALAN TUuA was gone, 
and FELIsIN VA remain'd behind, were Incon- _ 
ſiſtencies ſuch as he could not reconcile, nor find 
any way to account for. — His Mind, how- 
ever, being much more at Eaſe than it had been, 
he endeayour'd, in the firſt place, to clear his ſuſ- 
Ted Faith to FELIsINV OA, and his Honour to 
ERINTHTA, and accordinly writ to them both, 
which containing Repetitions of what the Reader 
is already acquainted with, will be but needleſs to 
inſert but not all the Affection which theſe 
Ladies had for him, could make either of em be- 
— N 4 lieve 
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heve the Aſſeveration he made that he was entirely 
— of AranTra's Flight, and Bextra 
eem'd extreamly angry that the timely Caution 
Me had given him, been ſo little regarded : 
ſhe writ to him again, aſſuring him that thoſe lit- 
tle Evaſions which he made ule of to excuſe him- 
ſelf to her, would be of no weight before a Judge; 
and that it was rather an Aggravation of his Guilt, 
than the Contrary, to deny it — that Al AN TA“ 
Eſcape was plainly prov'd to be by his Inſtiga- 
tions, he having left a Perſon to aſſiſt her in it, and 
convey her to him, and that the Diſcovery of this 
happen'd through the Diſtraction of FELIsINDA 
when ſhe found ſhe had been abus'd with a ficti- 
tious Story, by a Letter which CLeomas had 
written to ALAN TRH4, and happen'd to be found 
after her departure in her Cell. — By this FER· 
AN Do had ſomething more light into the Affair of 
his Accuſation than before —— He now perceiv'd 
that AtanTaa had been taken away by CL ko- 
Mas ; but whether through miſtake or deſign he 
could not gueſs, any more than he could to what 
place they were gone, or wherefore, if Cr.xomas 
were y enamour'd of that Lady, he did not 
alſo convey the other, as he had promis d him with 
a thouſand Oaths he would To all this he 
was yet in the Dark, and it appear d ſo intricate 
a Buſineſs, that the more Conjectures he form'd, 
the more impoſhble he thought it for any of them 
to be the right: He gave himſelf not much trouble 
about preparing a Defence againſt the Accuſations 
to. be brought againſt him ; for conſcious of his 


Innocence in all they ſhou'd alledge, he doubted | 


not but to make it appear:ſo —— He writ, indeed, 
ſeveral other Letters to Donna BEAINTHIA, and 
his dear FsL1s1nDA ; but they believ'd them- 
ſelves ſo much affronted and q A by. his Deceit, 
that they-forbore ſending to hi 


ſoled 


which was a ſenſible Affliction to him; but he con- 


im for many days, 
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ſoled himſelf with the belief, that in a little Time 


he ſhou'd be clear'd in their Opinion. One Eve- 
ning as he was ſitting full of various Perturbations, 
a Letter was brought to him from BerunThra, 
which gave him a great deal of Satisfaction to 
receive, not only becauſe he hop'd to hear ſome- 
thing of Fx TLISIN D a, but alto that he felt a 
Tenderneſs for that Lady, which made him pleas d 
to find himſelf not forgotten by her. The man- 
ner in which ſhe writ to him was this. 1 


See See eee eee 


To Don FERRNAN PDO. 


Tnovoh the little Sincerity with which you treat 
your Friends, ought to forfeit you their Eſteem, 
I am ftill ſo much yours, as to conjure you not to 


trifle away your Time : Believe me, you will find all 


that is allowed = till your Tryal, too little to make 
an Intereſt, ſuch as your Cauſe requires You 
might indeed put an immediate end to the Difficulties 


you are in, by producing ALAanTHA, and acknow- 


ledging her your Wife ; but your obſtinate perſiſting in 
counterfeiting an 1gnorance of her Affairs, makes me 
fear you deſign nothing that is Fuſt or Honourable by 


that Unhappy = ; and the Grief it gives me, to. 
o lit 


perreive you have ſo little profited by thoſe Advantages 
of Education, which you receiv'd from the Goodneſs of 


RLVARAIO, or the Admonitions I have taken fo 


much pains to give you, is infinitely beyond what you 
can have any notion of I beg of you, however, 


if neither Conſcience nor Gratitude can move you, that 
you will have ſome regard to your own Safety, and not, 
thro' yourſelf, wound more ſeverely than you have yeb 
done, the Soul of 


The AMicted 


N 5 BIANVT EIA. 
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Ts hard to ſay, whether the Tenderneſs of this 
Letter fill'd him with more Softneſs, than the Re- 
roaches it 'contain'd, did with Perplexity — 
He anſwer'd it as he had done the former ones, 
and long'd with an undiſcribable Impatience for 
the Hour in which his Innocence ſhou'd be known, 
and he reſtor d to the Favour he was accuſtomed 
ES | potted Day arriv'd 
T length the long-e arriv'd. He 
. was —— before Perſons — for his 
Judges; his Oy came on, but not as he ex- 
N e was charg' d not only with Stea- 
ng ALAN TAL from the Monaſtery, but alſo with 
her Death ! and nothing but his producing her, 
was ſufficient to remove this Accuſation 
It was in vain for him to atteſt his Innocence — 
in vainthat he proteſted he never had any Acquain- 
tance with that Lady, but as ſhe befriended him in 
delivering his Letters to FzL1sinva ; his Oath 
wou'd nor be taken in his own Defence, 
He had no body to appear for him, and his Accu- 
ſers were numerous — all the Kindred of 
ALAaNnTHA, with all the Intereſt they cou'd raiſe— 
and to thoſe he had a great many other as impla- 
cable Enemies added. Several there were 
who bore him a ſecret Grudge for his being be- 
lov'd by FELIsINV DA, and not a few who, nearly 
related to ALvario, hated him on the Account 
of that Moicty of the Eftate left him by Will, 
which they imagin'd an injury to them, and believ'd 
be had by Artifices wound himſelf into that Gen- 
tleman's Favour, and thereby defrauded them of 
their Right in fine, every thing was againſt 
him, Appearances and the Inclination of the Judges 
join'd to make him Guilty, and he was ſentenc'd 
to Death. Donna BENIN TUIA, who had 
fat all the Time of his Tryal in a Chair near the 
Bar, and with the greateſt Anxiety of Mind ima- 
ginable, had liſten d to all that paſs d, no ne 
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heard the fatal Doom, than unable to contain her- 
felf, ſhe cry d out with a great Shriek; Oh 
my Son ! —— My Son! My dear unhap 
Son ! and fell that Moment motionleſs at the 
udges Feet So ſtrange an Accident and 
iſcovery gave a prodigions Alarm to all that 
were in preſence ; and as ſhe was a Lady whoſe 
exemplary Piety, Goodneſs and Wiſdom, as well 
as the Function ſhe bore, render'd her univerſall 
beloved and reſpected, every body was at Stri 
who ſhou'd be moſt aſſiduous in offering her 
Relief. — Their Endeavours brought her in a. 
ſhort time to herſelf, but the firſt thing ſhe did 
when ſhe open'd her Eyes, was to throw em 
wildly round the place in ſearch of FERNVAN Do, 
who from the Time of her Exclamation had ſtood 
like one bereft of Senſe, ſo great was his Amaze- 
ment at what he ſaw and heard. As ſoon as ſne 
perceiv'd him, Oh let me fly to him, faid ſhe, let 
me take a laſt Embrace let me in Tears and 
Bleſſings now pour out all the Mother on him 
A Mother never till now confeſs' d, and now too 
late A Flood of Grief here intercepted 
the Paſſage of her Words, ſhe cou'd no more, and 
as he had recollected himſelf enough to know 
what was his Duty, and had thrown himſelf on 
his Knees, ſhe fainted away a ſecond time, nor 
cou'd all their Endeavours for a good while reco- 
ver her — but when they had, reſiſting the 
violence of her Afflicton as much as poſhble, and 
turning to the Judges, Pardon, my Lords, ſaid ſhe, 
m oman's Weakneſs I ſooner, or not at 
all, ſhou'd have reveal'd this Secret; and if a Mo- 
ther's Love cou'd not permit her only Son to go 
to Death unknowing of her Grief, it ought not - 
have been this Auguſt Aſſembly my Complaints 
ſhou'd have difturb'd —— But — the long hid 
Truth, in Spight of me, has forc'd itſelf thro' all 
the Bars Reſerve and Prudence laid, permit me, 
_— 
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as you know the Conſequence, to acquaint you 
with the Beginnings of a Secret, yet only known 
to Heaven. Her Behaviour, and the Diſcovery 
ſhe had made, had occaſion'd ſo general a Con- 
ſternation, that there was ſcarcely one in preſence, 
who would not have given almoſt any thing to 
have had the Myftery unfolded ; and thoſe whoſe 
Privilege it was to ſpeak, telling her, that next 
to the _— it in their Power to remove the 
Cauſe of her Affliction, nothing cou'd afford them 
ſo much ſatisfaction as the hearing an Adventure 
which could not but be very remarkable, and 
which happened to a Lady for whom all the World 
had ſo high a regard The diſconſolate 


BEAINTHIA was not in a Condition to return 
the obliging things they ſaid to her any otherwiſe 
than with a Bow ; but after having paus'd a little, 
as though to call ro mind the Parriculars ſhe was 
going to relate, began the Account ſhe had pro- 
miſſed to give them in theſe Words. 


The. Story of BERINTHIA. 


T would be needleſs to inform you that I was 
the only Daughter of the Marquiſs D'A v 11 4; 

1 believe there are none here ignorant of m 
Birth, or the great Poſſeſſions I was left Miſtreſs 
of by the Death of that Grandee —— Therefore 
ſhall paſs over thoſe Days of Tranquility, and 
begin at the Riſe of my Miaſorranes My Father 
ſometime before he dv'd had commenc'd a more 
than ordinary Friendihip for Don Fs Ax cisco, in- 
ſomuch that by his Will he was made ſole Guar- 
dian of me and my Fortune — It was not 
more than a Week after the Funeral Obſequies 
were over, before I found I ſhould have _— to 
| ment 
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lament his Choice, Frxancisco had a Son whom 
his Avarice and Ambition aim'd to make the 
Maſter of the Marquiſs's Eſtate. He propos'd 
the matter to me in a manner which let me fe he 
expected I wou'd conſent. I knew not whether 
Diſdain or Anger had the greateſt ſhare in my 
Thoughts, while I was oblig'd to liſten to what 
he ſaid ; but when I found he had done ſpeaking, 
I anſwer'd him in Terms, which ſufficiently ex- 

reſs'd how much of both I conceiv'd for his 
Deſigns — He had the Artifice, however, to 
conceal his Diſcontent ar my Refuſal, and endea- 
vour'd to ſoften my Reſentment, by telling me 
nothing could have prevail'd on him to have been 
Fanty of ſo much — but to ſave the 

ife of a darling Son, who was poſſeſs d of too 
violent a Paſhon for me, to ſuffer him to live, if 
I retus'd to encourage it. The Flatteries he made 
uſe of, were as odious as the Afſurance with 
which he at firſt declared his Intentions ; but to 
put an end to both, I told him, I thought it 
was yet too early for me to think of Love; but 
that in a proper time I wou d conſider on what 
he had ſaid : | 00 indeed by this time a little 
vex'd that I had ſeem'd to reſent ſo far the Indig- 
nity with which I thought myſelf treated, and 
thinking it my ſafeſt way to get the Power my 
Father had entruſted him with, out of his hands, 
before I let him know my real Sentiments, diſ- 
miſs'd him with a greater ſhow of Civility than 
he deſery'd, or than I cou'd, without doing a Vio- 
lence to myſelf, aſſume. But a ſtrange turn of 
Fortune immediately happening, the Complaiſance: 
I had before diſfembled, I was oblig'd to make 
uſe of in reality — Don PazangLLo, the 
Succeſlor of my Father in his Title, enter'd a Claim 
in the High Court of Judicature for the Eftate ; 
alſo Fxancisco had been bred to the Law, was 
one of the moſt Cunning that ever practis d i, 

| an 
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and, beſides, was the beſt acquainted with the 
Truth of our Affairs of any body : it was on him 
therefore I cou'd alone rely; it was him in 
whom I was forc'd to confide, and to depend. 
The Suit was long, and made ſo great a Noiſe, 
that doubtleſs it has reach'd your Ears; the Succeſs 
indeed was mine, but I was frequently in all Ap- 
E ſo near loſing it, and ſo much diſtreſt 
y that means, (which as I have ſince heard was 
N contriv'd by Fx Ax cisco to work me to 
is Deſigns) that in the midſt of my Trouble he 
extorted from me a Promiſe in Writing, to mar- 
ry his Son, incaſe he ſhou'd ſecure my Patrimony. 
But, alas! before the Cauſe being determin'd in 
my favour cou d encourage him to demand the 
— a) the Contract, F _ Is a 5 
to diſappoint his Ho ter than that my for- 
mer — had R AL v K 10 
being lately return d from his Travels, was brought 
by his Father (there having been a long Intimacy 
between our Families) to viſit me: Whatever En- 
deavours I had been making to enable me to keep 
my Word with Fx anc1sco were now render'd 
of no Effect; I lov'd Al vARi from the firſt 
moment I beheld him, and have had many reaſons 
fince to believe I made the fame Impreſſion on 
him both felt a Paſſion too violent for 
Conſtraint, we lov'd, and we confeſs'd it to each 
other, but conceal'd it from the reſt of the World. 
He thought it not proper to acquaint his Father 
with his Sentiments of me, till fi ſaw how my 
Affairs would” go, fearing that, though he had a 
great Eſteem for me, he wou'd not be ſatisfied his 
n ſhou'd marry a Woman who, twas probable, 
might have no other Fortune than her intrinſick 
orth —-— It was for this reaſon our Amour 
was kept a ſecret till after the Decree, and when it 
Was P , my Engagements to Fx AN cisco deterr'd 
me from revealing it. I very well knew the Ad- 
vlantages 
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vantages he wou'd have over me, if I attempted to 
break thro' a Contract, to ſolemn and fo ſecure as 
that he had exacted from me it was with the moſt 
ardent and tender Sollicitations that Ar varto 
was continually importuning me; either to run the 
Riſque of all that Villain cou'd alledge againſt me, 
or to permit him to ſet me free, by driving from 
the World that Extorter of my Faith: but to nei- 
ther of theſe cou'd I ever be brought to conſent ; 
I lov'd him with a Regard too ſincere and difinte- 
reſted to ſuffer him to bePartaker of my Misfortunes; 
and contenting myſelf for the preſent with the 
Happineſs of daily ſeeing the Man who was ſo dear 
to me, left the — my future Felicity to 
Fate, ſtill hoping that ſome lucky Revolution 
would happen to make me Miſtreſs of my ſel. 
But in this Time of mutual Tenderneſs, I lookin 
on him as my Husband, beingi the only Man 
reſolv'd ſhou'd ever be ſo, there paſs d between 
us what nothing but the extreme — of 
my Grief cou'd have oblig'd me to reveal! 
But there, continued ſhe, pointing to FERN AN DO 
there ſtands the unhappy Froduct of his Mother's 
too great Affection and unreſiſting Tenderneſs 

SHAME here, at what She had confeſs'd, was 
near depriving her of her Speech; ſhe ftopp'd for 
ſome Moments, unable to proceed; but perceiving 
the whole Aſſembly had their Eyes fix d on Fx r- 
NN po, and as ſhe thought with a greater ſhow 
of Softneſs and Concern than they had done before 
it, encourag'd her to reſume her Story, which ſhe 
did in thete Words. | 

Tuk Care which Ar. van io took, ſaid ſhe, in 
concealing my Misfortuve from the World, and 
at the ſame time, under a borrow'd Name, expreſ- 
ſing the moſt tender Indulgence to the Child, was 
ſome Alleviation of my Sorrows ; nor did I doubt 
but he wou'd gladly repair my Honour, by pub- 
lickiy Marrying me as foon as I had got rid of 
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my —— with Fxancrsco, but that, alas ! 
was an Impoſſibility, and all the Offers I made 
him to releaſe me, were in vain ; at laſt, tir'd with 
a fruitleſs Hope, and unwilling to be the hindrance 
of AL vARo's Fortune, — at that Time 
belov'd by a Lady of 2 and Beauty, I retir'd 
myſelf from the 1 orld, and gave my free Conſent 
that he ſhould Marry, which he ſoon after did the 
Lovely and Vertuous Manx IAN A, by whom he 
had FRLIs IN DA. Thus you ſee my Reaſons for 
entring into a Life, which I now find ſo much 
Pleaſure in, that methinks I wonder all my Sex 
are not Monaſticks, or how thev can be ſo far 
infatuated, as to prefer the bitter Sweets and Trou- 
bles of a noiſy World, to that happy Tranquility: 
a Cloyſter attords And thus, in the Con- 
feſſion of my Foible, are two Fhings unravell'd, 
which I am ſatisfy d have hitherto ſeem'd Riddles, 
the one why At varo, neglecting thoſe who: 
feem'd the neareſt in Blood, left ſo much of his 
Eſtate to one believy'd a Stranger to his Name; 
and the other, why both that Gentleman and 
Myſelf ſa ſtrenuouſly oppoſed: the Marriage of 
FERNAN DO and FRLISIN DA. If this Diſcovery: 
may have the Effect it ought, to make thoſe Re- 
lations of AL vAn Io, who thought themſelves 
cog fo in his Teſtament, leſs diſcontented than 
they have been, and to prevail on FRN AN DO 
to convert the Paſſion he long has had for Fsr1- 
SINDA, into that ſort of Love, which a Brother: 
may be allow'd-ro- have for a Siſter, I ſhall not 
repent that I have made it :. And above all, if 
that unhappy Youth, now knowing it altogether | 
impoſſible to gratify his Deſires by Marrying with 
FELIsIN DA, will diſcover where ALAN THA is, 
and make himſelf her Husband, I ſhall return con- 
tented to my Cell, and have no more to do with 
Care or Fear. 


HERE 
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HERE the afflifted Lady finiſh'd her little Nar- 
rative; and the Compliments ſhe receiv d on her 
generous Manner of proceeding, were ſuitable to 
the general Eſteem her Behaviour had acquir'd ; 
but ſhe was little in a Condition of anſwering 
them; her Concern for her Son o'erwhelm all 
other Regards; and as ſoon as ſhe had done ſpeak- 
ing, ſhe turn'd to him, and by her Looks and 
Geſtures ſufficiently demonſtrated how dear he 
was to her, and the Anguiſh of her Mind for what 
ſhe expected him to ſuffer. The Judges highl 
commiſerating her Condition, after a few War 
of Conſultation among themſelves, told her, that 
in reſpect to the Agonies they ſaw in her, they 
. delay the Execution of the Sentence on 
FERNAN Do, that he ſhou'd have a whole Month 
to conſider what to do.; but if in that Time Ar- 
ANTHA were not found, he muſt not depend on 
hope of future Mercy. They cou'd not hinder 
the tranſported Mother from falling on her Knees, 
to thank em for this unlook'd-for Reprieve ; but 
FERNAN DO ſeem'd little mov'd at it; and the 
Court was juſt going to break up, when a confus'd 
Noiſe was heard at the Door, and preſently after 
they ſaw AL Ax THA led by Carros enter, and 
come up to the place where they were fitting 
with a Haſte which demonſtrated their Impatience 
to be heard ; which as ſoon as they were near 
enough, See here, moſt Righteous Judges! cry'd 
Caxlos, the Cauſe of the Debate before you, 
FernanDo is Innocent, ALAN THA only is to 
blame, and comes repentant to confeſs her Fault, 
and clear the injur'd Priſoner. Ar theſe Words all 

the Aſſembly, as much now prejudic'd in Favour 
of FxxnanDo as before they were the contrary, 
gave a great Shout ; but the Judges commanding 
| "ins ſhou'd be kept, reſum'd their Seats, till thar 
Gentleman recited all the Particulars of Ar Ax- 
THA's Flight, as he had receiv'd it from her own 


Mouth, 
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Mouth, and what had happen'd to her ſince his 
meeting her with CLEOMAs in the Deſart, the Fa- 
tigue that bothof em had endur'd in the Search of 
FRN Axpo, adding that it was only an Indiſpo- 
fition of At AN THA s which had prevented their re- 
turn to Valladolid much ſooner, and conſequently 
ſav'd them the trouble of this Tryal ; and Fxn- 
NANDo, the Perplexity he had been in, for 
an Accuſation which was altcgether groundleſs. 
ALAN TA ſpoke not, nor was it neceſſary ſhe 
Mou'd, her | and her Bluſhes ſufficiently 
confeſs d the Truth of what he ſaid —— What 
were now the Raptures of the o'erjoy'd Bgrrx- 
TA! She ran to the generous Ca Rx Los, embra- 
ced him with an Eagerneſs like that with which 
tranſported Lovers meet; then turning to AL Ax- 
THA, I cannot chide you now, ſaid ſhe, though 
your Offence has coſt me many Tears, your Pre- 
ſence now o'erpays 'em all but let us haſte, 
cry'd ſhe, to make the mournful FER LISIN DA 
Partaker of our Joy; ſhe now may unoppos'd 
converſe with FExxanDo : In ſpeaking this, ſhe 
took CarxLos by the Hand, in order to lead him 
to the Monaſtery ; but that dif} _ Love had 
receiy'd too great ſhock by her laſt Words, to be 
willing to accompany her : He thought he had done 
all that his Honour requir'd, and cou'd not impoſe 
10 ſevere a Task on himſelf, as to be witneſs of a 
Happineſs which he imagin'd ſo prejudicial to him- 
ſelf, and modeſtly begging leave to withdraw, put 
BeainTnrAa in mind of what ſhe had been told 
. concerning his noble Paſhon for Fs1 181004, 
and made her eaſily gueſs he had miſtook her 
meaning; but reſolving to compleat the Felicity 
of em all, if poſſible, told him he had nothing 
now to fear from the Rivalſhip of FEN NAN Do, 
and that ſhe doubted not but the Viſit ſhe engag'd 
him in, wou'd be to his Satisfaction. Tho' he was 
far from comprehending what ſhe meant, yet he 
' | | con- 


— 


The Lucky Diſappointment. 49 


conſented to $0 with her, FexnanDo and Ar Ax- 
ru follow'd, and when they came to the Mo- 
naſtery where FEL1s1nDaA waited with impatience 
BERINTHIA's Return and the Courts Reſult, 
the whole Affair was recounted before her. To 
endeavour to deſcribe the Joy which CaxLos and 
Al Ax r RHAfelt at a Diſcovery ſo favonrable to their 
Inclinations, wou'd be but in vain: FER NA NDO 
and Fx11s1nDa, who cou'd not preſently faſhion 
themſelves to forget the Paſſion they had regarded 
each other with, were the only Perſons who had 
any remains of Perplexity ; but that Lady juſtl 
weighing the Merits of CarLos, his conſtant Af. 
fection, his Generoſity, and the Sufferings he had 
endur'd for her, conſented, by the * of 
BERINTUIA, to make him Reparation, and give 
herſelf as a Reward of his Fidelity: Fexnanvo 
following her Example, did the ſame by ALantHA. 
And thus happily ended an Affair, which at firſt 
promiſed only a laſting Series of Misfortunes. 


